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Twin Cities Regional Group Information

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members
and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped
from 1932 through 1953.

Club Address

% Bill Gay

195 Montrose Place

St. Paul, MN 55104-5624

TWIN CITIES

REGIONAL GROUP
EARLY FORD U8 CLUB OF AMERICA

Meetings Membership meetings of the
TCRG are ON HOLD ¢{held at 7:00 p.m. on
the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet.
Change of time or site will also be an-
nounced in the Rumble Sheet.)
Membership dues for the TCRG are $25
per calendar year. Membership in the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America (the National
Club) is a membership requirement of the
Twin Cities Regional Group.

Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill Gillies , 4655
Victoria ST. N..Apt 110, Shoreview, MN
55126 or E-mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.
Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th
of the month. E-mail body content (not at-
tachment) is preferred.

Advertising Classified ads are free to
TCRG members, and will run for three
consecutive months. Display ads (business
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website TCRG can be visited online at
www.tcrgv8club.org

Twin Cities Regional Group 202

6 Board of Directors

President Bill Blood 612-722-4172
Vice President

Secretary Gary Rosenberger 651-451-2937
Treasurer Bill Gay 651-645-9260
Editor Bill Gillies 651-633—-1564
Membership Gordy Ditmanson 651-646-8103
Sunshine Lady Cathy Tabako 763-755-7535
Archives OPEN

Media Director Ron Long 651-714-2740
Webmaster Lynn Erickson 320-396-2473

Current Board Members

Joel Bergstrom
Mike Erickson

651-631-0091
320-396-2473



Happy Birthday GEEZER BREAKFAST
3rd Thursday of the Month

July 1 Jeff Dolan L. B

July 3 Dennis Bjonfald Louisiana Café

July 5 Cathy Tabako Selby and Dale

July 6 Howie Gilbert 9 AM

July 12 Judy Juntunen Good Food ,

July 20 Craig Nelson Good Fellowship!

July 20 Steve Krech

July 24 Walter Duffy

July 29 Jon Cumpton

August 1 Rose Ann Bergstrom SAVE JULY 26th FOR A FORD
August 2 Dan Cragg MEET AT EAGAN.

August 8 Charlie DePew Ian Hardgrove and Al Rehder once again
August 13 Cindy Flores .
August 15 Julia DePew have volunteered to have a meeting at
August 16  Keith Hillstrom their garages.

August 25 Jack St. Ores 521 Classic Court

September 7 Kent Tabako .

September 7 Ace Allgood 4105 So. Roberts Trail

September 8 Tom Donahue Eagan, MN

September 11 Mike Erickson Arrival Time 11AM Depart 4PM
September 12 Ann Braun

September 24 David Bodziak
September 28 Sandy Rosenberger

The Cover Picture & Others from Ron Long

Presidents message

Hi V-8ers!

With summer starting soon I hope you have all got your V-8’s (or 6’s) tuned up and ready to
go. So far, my '40 pick up is still running in the cool range. I'll soon test it at Back to the 50°s
where people will be walking in the same direction as our old car traffic at the fairgrounds —
the “acid test.” I've still got a few bugs to work out, but they are minor — hope yours are
too.

If you know of any fun car events coming this season, please mention them at our next
breakfast meeting at the Louisiana Café. All ideas are welcome. Drive your V8!

Bill Blood



HARVEY AND FAYE OBERG

Cantsi

s The following appeared in the June 1 issue of Old Cars Weekly

1941 Lincoln heads to new home at CCCA Museum

HICKORY CORNERS, Mich.- The Classic Car Club of America Museum has accepted
its most recent donation: "The Grey Ghost," a 1941 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet owned
by the late Harvey Oberg and his widow, Faye Oberg. The car was collected at the Oberg
residence in the Twin Cities metropolitan area by the museum's dedicated carrier.

The Oberg Continental is well known within not just the CCCA. as it wears award
badge number 3 (the lowest numbered example known to still exist), but also in the Lincoln
& Continental Owner's Club, the Lincoln-Zephyr Owner's Club, and the Early Ford V8
Club for the numerous awards the car has garnered since it was authentically restored in
1986. The original owner was New York financier Albert M. Barnes, delivered to Ford's
Edgewater, NJ. facility, which was near his Spruce Hill Farm estate in Mendham. NJ.
Barnes special ordered the car in his personal signature paint color, being one of only 21
1941 Continentals with special-order paint — and the only one in that Jersey Grey color
(hence its nickname). Harvey purchased the car from the second owner in 1983, then had
it painstakingly restored over three years to how it was delivered when new.

The CCCA Museum is part of the Gilmore Museum complex at Hickory Comers,
near Kalamazoo, Mich.

- B. Mitchell Carlson



Bruce “BJ” Johnson Remembered By Bill Gillies

The sleeveless Levi vest is hung up for the last time. We are saddened by
the passing of a friend and club member. Gone with BJ is his wealth of
knowledge of cars, how they worked and how they fit. He was someone I
liked to call and talk about the past; the days of working on cars in the
*50’s. The conversation would usually end up by him saying “Keep a
tight growler™.

Someone has to have the coolest
cars! A beautiful Barris custom
Mercury for this occasion.

My first encounter with BJ was in the early 70°s
when the club was in its infancy. | was running for
President and out of the blue he nominates Bob

Emery! I had no idea or answer why I
wanted to be President, when [ was
asked by a club member while solicit-
ing votes. Who was this guy? He
shows up for the first time and nomi-
nates Bob Emery!

The Tulsa Oklahoma meet
was the first time most of our club
members attended a National meet.
BJ took a 40 Ford Coupe that had
belonged to Erv Ehrens. It was a per-
fect car. Judging was in an arena. BJ -
was under the only burned out light in the place. Not
only, as if that wasn’t insult enough, he lost points
for having the correct bumper bolts (fine thread) as
all the other cars had course thread. So by deduction
his had to be wrong.

A familiar sight at the Old

M Geezer Breakfasts, always
talking cars. Here with Chick
Meyer at Baker's Square.



On a trip to Milwaukee, Bob Parmelee’s Merc would
run down hill but not up. Our whole caravan pulled to the side
of the road while BJ analyzed and fixed the problem. Seems
like Bob left a rag in the carburetor, well maybe a small piece
of one.

Those early TCRG adventures with BJ on the front
door leading the group and Ralph Ness on the back were great.
BJ was going to an auction in Colorado one time in the 80’s
and there was a "33 Mercury convertible listed. It was the 40
millionth domestically produced vehicle by Ford and pro-
claimed that on the sides of the car. I asked BJ to buy it for me
and we could scrape the decals off the sides when we got it.
Needless to say it went for big money but we had a good laugh
over it.

BJ was a great one for setting up tours, going to swap
meets or car shows. He knew so many people it was always an
adventure to be with him and see cars and places you had only
read about.

On one trip to Carlisle, we were a day early and there
were no rooms available. BJ walks in to the desk and asks in
his quiet voice “Got any rooms for Johnson?” I was standing
next to BJ and he leans over and says ‘get out of here’; we got
rooms for a Johnson from Tennessee.

B e i T i r. L - T
A trio of BJ's fine Mercury’s (including the Barris custom
in the center).

Another trophy won.
Bruce Nelson congratu-
lated BJ at the New
Brighton show.

Arlan “BJ”

A q e 73 of
Golden Valley,
MN. Passed
awa on
November 16,
12012 after a
short, but
cou ous
battle with
Lymphoma.
After graduat-
ing from Anoka High School in 1956,
Bruce became an employee of the
Ford Motor Company and also spent
8 years serving his country as a
member of the U.S. Coast Guard.
Bruce was tied to several automotive
businesses until 1972 after which he
started, ran and sold several other
businesses, the largest being Circuit
Services Corporation, which was
worldwide, Bruce held several
patents for items used in high speed
drilling of printed circuit boards
which allowed him to form the Lubra
Sheet Corporation. Bruce is probably
most known for his passion of
classic cars and street rods which he
enjoyed for over 60 years. So much
50, he made a business of his old car
hobby with Valley Auto for over 30
years. BJ was charter member of the
Mini Birds of Minnesota, Twin Ci
Regional Group of the Early Ford Clu
of America and very active in classic
car auctions and swap meets all
across the U.S. Preceded in death by
his parents, Clifford and Vivalore. He
will be deeply missed by his wife of
51 years, Katherine; sister, Sharon
(Ted) Dompeling of Crest Hill, IL; and
numerous other family members and
friends. Memorial service to be held
at Nativity Lutheran Church, 3312
Silver Lake Road, St. Anthony, MN on
December 1, 2012 at 1:30 PM with
visitation one hour before. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a donation
to the Animal Humane Society.
Private interment.

BJ was lucky to make a living out of what a
lot of us do as a hobby - a good example of
“find what you love to do and make it your

lifetime job™.




Another time in Carlisle, we rented a new
Olds. There was so many of us and suit cases we
couldn’t shut the trunk and maybe the doors. That
car was trashed when it was turned in as it had been
raining too.

At Carlisle we got a big kick out of how all
the satellite bath rooms were set up in a circle with
only a small entry way. There would be a guy stand-
ing there with his donation cup telling you which one
was empty and open the door for you. We thought
that would be a good profession, Outhouse Caller.

On the return trip from some adventure on the
airplane, BJ would hand out a slip of paper with how
much yvou owed for the trip.

Mary reminded me of our first trip to Branson
and the trip home. It was raining so hard that the
things in the glove box got wet. We were following
BJ in his ramp back with a red 53 Mercury on the
back. We could barely see him in the rain. His advice
was, don’t stop. We were outrunning a tornado!

It’s kind of a coincidence that the Ford plant
picnic comes to an end the vear he passes. BJ set up
the only free car show in the Twin Cities at the Ford
Plant so many years ago.

I'm sure everyone has a BJ story and I could
go on for some time but won't. I will miss him and

his quiet voice asking “Well Dobie, what’s going on”.

Well BJ “Keep a tight growler™.
Dobie

M"‘f -‘H""-n.__/ "

The familiar sight at the New Brighton show, always
first shift with John Titus!

l-"' T S "
Part of the fun of the New Brighton show, you just never

knew what “ride” BJ would drive to the show. Appropri-
ately, he always got a “front and center” position!

BRUCE A. JOHNSON

VALLEY AUTO
9811 Hamilton Road
Eden Prairie, Minnesola 55344 952-941-2918

FIRE AND FIDDLE, banjo, tuck-and-roll,
ready-to-rumble seat, "Oh Lord, I'm lost in
the ‘50s”, wwsw, killer woodgraining, rings,
fogs and dog, “Don’t get no better’, chopped
and whacked, headers, duals, cream steelies,
dual osrvm, L/B leather, spiders, “Don’t need
to talk to my wife or banker to do a deal!”



T

My neighbor next door
seems a reasonable man

But his mind just can’t ascertain
how a rusty old Ford
nearly thirty years old,

Can appeal to a man that is sane.

It all started the day
that I trailored her home

and my neighbor came out for a look
Though he tried hard to hide
his feelings inside

1 could tell he was visible shook.

The car was a mess
I have to admit.

The grill had a curious twist
The top bows hung slack
with a rip in the back

and upholstery just didn’t exist.

1 tried to explain
that this auto was rare
A prize I was lucky to find
But, it was easy to see
as he just stared at me,
he thought I was out of my mind.

Yet, he tried hard to see it
from my point of view
And I thought I had him convinced
But an error was made,
when he learned what I'd paid
and our friendship’s been strained ever since.

For nearly a year that car
sat in my drive.
in view of miy neighbor’s back lot.
He should have been glad
with the rare view he had
But, the fence he built proved, he was not

16

32 GREASE P oE:

RESTORER’S LAMENT

When I did pull it in
and stripped it all down.
My neighbor asked time and again,
why the rusty car sets
in out of the wet,
And the good one sets out in the rain.

My neighbors wife too
got into the act.

She complained that my children looked pale
She harped on their need
till my wife, too, agreed

When she said that I should be in jail.

Yet, I try not to bother
my neighbors at night.

as I hammer and solder and lead
But my grinder is shrill,
and so is my drill

and they go so early to bed.

They were awful the day
I brought home the sedan.

1 guess it broke all of their hearts
For my neighbor looked hard
when he saw my back yard

But, darn it, I had to have parts.

If they just would have waited
untill I was through
I know they 'd regret all their jokes;
But now I am told,
that their property sold
There’s just no understanding some folks.



2009 TRAILER FOR SALE

This has been our club
trailer for the past 17
years. The club bought it
new and it has served us
over the years. Now is the
time to sell it as the club
1s getting older the need
for a trailer has dem-
minished. :
It has spent its life outside
with the wheels covered.
It has Thunderbirds hub

caps ,1957 which
Bruce N. says are
worth big bucks.
It is rust free and
no leaks inside.
You can pull it
= with acaror

~ pickup, follows
nicely.
Price, $1200.00
Joel Berkstrom
651-500-1676

V8 Times Archive 1965-2021

52 Years . 289 Issues

Has anybody experienced problems with the Thumb
Drive?

Can’t open some issues, Color pages covering the text,
Some partial issues, Others not even opening up.

I took my thumb drive to Best Buy and the Geek Squad. They said the drive was bad, this I
didn’t believe. I gave it to a friend who previously worked for the State of Minnesota, and
he said the information was all there but the PDF’s were incorrect. The outfit that did the
converting to PDF must have gotten tired as 289 issues is quite a bit to convert.

I called David Gunnarson who in turn talked to Mike Driskell who was going to check all
the thumb drives out looking for a good one. I strongly doubt he found one and the thumb
drives will have to be done over with a more reliable outfit.

This has been my own experience with the thumb drive and not that of the Early Ford V8
Club.
Bill Gillies RG#46



TWIN CITIES V8 REGIONAL GROUP ORDER FORM 2025

A. B.

SanMar SP11 SanMar S600
Short Sleeve Denim Shirt Long Sleeve Denim Shirt
Faded Blue Faded Blue
XS-6XL XS-6XL
$25.00 $32.00

D.

Back Logo Details:

Twin CITIES

White Bear 4040
Three Season Jacket
Choose Colors:

Black, Black Charcoal, Charcoal, Maroon,
Forest Green, Navy, Red or Royal
S4XL
$85.00

Front crest

TWIN CITIES 0 ywin

EARLY FORD U8 CLUB OF AMERICA

Back

cn'

SanMar J317
Soft Shell Jacket

Choose Colors: Black, Royal,

\ L

Blk Charcoal Heather
XS-6XL
$72.00

E

CITIES

Charcoal

Comerstone CS4020P
Pocket Polo
Choose Colors:
Royal or Charcoal
XS-6XL
$24.00

Please make checks payable to: TCRG

#of | #of | #of #of #of
H & # Total
Item # Modeln( Description Color x;' ':' ';' “:" x"’_' ::; o [ | e | sa | e
+52.00| +53.00 [ +54.00 | +$5.00 | +$6.00
A SP11 |Short sleeve Denim| Faded Blue $25.00
S600 |Longsleeve Denim| Faded Blue $32.00
Choose color
C 1317 Soft Shell Jacket $72.00|
Choose color
D 4040 | White Bear Jacket $85.00
S Name:
Right Crest Name
Choose color
E |CS4020P| Pocket Polo $24.00
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Support our Advertisers!

Gift ldeas

All Makes Collector Cars and Trucks,
Sports Cars, Classics, Hot Rods -

o JIGSAW PUZZLES
e T-SHIRTS

* FRAMED PRINTS

e COFFEE MUGS

e METAL PRINTS

e CANVAS PRINTS

¢ PHONE CASES

French Lake .Auto Parts, Ine.

s

3531 Counly Read 3 MW Anmangale, MB

www frenchlakeautoparts.com

Office Howrs: Tue
Sat: Sam-lpm ( Sun-Man: Clesed

i
! et

Sales®frenchlakeavtaparls.cam

320-274-8497 / 320-274-3079 Fax

and MUCH MORE!

Over 750 original photos available eAutomotive eNature eTravel
eVintage eLandmarks eScenery *0ld Ads eRailroads and MORE!

visiT www.Ron-Long.pixels.com

over 200 Fords, Mercurys, Lincolns

For Sale
1956 Ford Convertible

Ron Long
Call, Message, E-Mail
612-505-8351 V83756@comcast.net

Don't pry open that
glove box door any -
longer. Open it the way Henry intended. Replace
that old broken spring with this exact reproduction.
Black finish, spring steel. Only $8.99 plus $5.10
S&H. (MN residents add 7% Sales Tax).

Bill Gillies, 1736 Crystal Ave, St. Paul, MN 55112.
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Authentic. Can po. COLDWELL
Real Estate Solutions. BANKER
BURNET
Brett Hildreth, Mma

Real Estate Professional
763.227.8614 Call/Text
651.483.1200 Office
763.226.2466 Fax
BRHildreth@cbburnet.com
www.BrettHildreth.com

Tl

Minuteman
Press.

~ WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...YOU!

Craig Gyshers
Specializing In : Alternator, Starter, DC Motor Repair

Jordan Taves
Production

Generator Specialtg Co., Inc.

525 Main St., Ste. 300
New Brighton, MN 55112 Phone:

651-633-4933 651-222-7692

3204 Rice Street
Little Canada, MN 55126

* Beneratorspecialty.com

NewBrighton @ minutemanpress.com
www.newbrightonmmp.com
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Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
% Bill Gay

195 Montrose Place

St. Paul, MN 55104-5624
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