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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 

Rumble Sheet. On Hold For Now. 

Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E 
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  Email body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2025 Board of Directors 

President    Bill Blood   612-722-4172   
Vice President    Al  Rehder   621-402-1047    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Bill Gay   651-645-9260 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Archives    OPEN  
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-230–5234  
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Happy Birthday  GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

                                               April  President's Message  

  
 Louisiana Café   April 17th  
 Selby & Dale   
 9:00 A M 
All Members Welcome  

2025 Ford Calendar 

April 1  Tony Flores 
April 1  John Titus 
April 4  Larry Suhen 
April 6  Liz Blood 
April 14 Anna Faye Gatten 
April 19 Gordon Ditmanson 
April 19 Stacy Mix 
April 22 Joanne Baker 
April 22 Art Otto 
April 28 Bob Parmelee  

Greetings, 

The  Ides of March are upon us. The weather has been constantly changing, going from winter to summer 
and back again before our very eyes. This did give me an opportunity to fire up the 1940 pick up – it ran 
fine right off the bat! 

I am currently on the list at Headquarters Machine and Restoration to have work done on the Columbia 
rear end changing it back to original controls. I am so anxious to be able to cruise in this pickup after hav-
ing shipped the major pieces to John Connolly for re-machining. I now have the real controls that were 
original to the vehicle. 

I'm also looking forward to your participation at the next breakfast meeting to find out what changes may 
be made to our flyer. Ron Long has done an excellent job so far, and we need your input to finalize the fly-
er. Options will include giving out event buttons or  dash plaques for the first hundred vehicles. 

Please consider signing up for a work shift at the event when the sheet is passed around at breakfast ! See 
you at the Louisiana Café. 

Bill Blood 

Pres. 

Order from the online store on 
the National website under  
Media Category. $10.00 

Attention  Women Members 

Several women members gather for breakfast and conversation 
in the main dining room while the male members and board 
have the V-8 meeting in the private dining room. Come and 
join: good food, good company, no meeting. 
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Barrett Jackson by Gary Nielsen  

It has been a few years since I attended Barrett Jackson Scottsdale in person, Covid got in the way first and 
then I drifted to TV coverage. This year I decided it was time to go in person and I must say, it was a good 
choice. There is a certain level of excitement viewing some very special cars in person, many with paint jobs 
that are truly stunning. 

The types of cars sold have certainly changed over the years, moving away from the classics of the 30’s to 
muscle cars and high performance newer vehicles. The highest price paid was 3.7 million for a 2025 Cor-
vette ZRI selling for charity, followed by a 2023 Hennessey Venom F5 Roadster at 2.2 million. 

Going later in the week allows you to view the condition of the sold cars to know why some go high and 
others not so high, But, sometimes there is no explanation for the differences, all it takes to top out is two 
excited bidders with a large billfold each. With 6000 bidders that happens often. It also is fun to see the des-
tinations listed on the windshield tag by Reliable Carriers. A 1946 Ford pickup was going to Independence 
MN, perhaps it was a club member who made the purchase. 

One surprise I saw was an Ampicar sold for 140K,  I have experienced others at 50 k but not this price.  My 
wife wanted me to buy a car, a black Daimler Roadster, it was in fact a fair price but I was not registered to 
bid. One other bargain was an Audi TT Roadster sold for only 6.25 K. One other shocker was an unrestored 
1962 Chevrolet Biscayne 2 dr, with surface rust and patina,  sold at 18K.  I especially liked the 1964 Inter-
national Step Van dressed up as a Snap On Tools delivery vehicle and a 1941 Ford Gas truck. Overall, 2013 
cars sold at a total of 198 million. 

Rory Brinkman and his team sold over 5.2 million in automobilia, with the top sale a 1920’s visible gas 
pump at $78,200.  All together, 957 pieces were sold. Guess I need to rush home and bring out the old coke 
machine from the basement and offer it to him. 

Of course, the vendors offer many choices of goods to take home. I spoke with a new vendor from Ham 
Lake MN, first time at the event. He is part-time creating lamps and other figures welded together from old 
engine parts. One special character he created sold for $7000, and to be delivered in the Phoenix area. Metal 
Palm trees made in Kansas always amaze me. A Willmar company, Uncommon USA, who makes telescop-
ing flag poles, always has a presence there as well. 

I encourage readers to register with BJ online to view all of the sales 
figures. Please remember that prices shown have a 10% buyers fee 
shown on cars and 15% on automobillia.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barrett Jackson  
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The Buick Club Needs Help   Reply by March 31, 2025  
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The Buick Club Needs Help   Reply by March 31, 2025  
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Registration Form 
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       Location: Louisiana Cafe     
                In attendance were 11 men for breakfast, 7 men were board members, and 3 ladies. President Bill 
Blood, Gary Rosenberger, Bill Gillies, Bill Gay, Joel Bergstrom, Gordy Ditmanson and Mike Erickson. Meet-
ing called to order at 10:20 am.                                                                                                       
  A. Treasurer – Bill G. All bills paid and we are in the black.                                          
  B. Secretary – Gary R. Prior minutes were approved.                                                                           
  C. Membership - Gordy D.  Gordy reported we have 60 paid renewal members for 2025.  
           Renewals are down compared to 67 in our last roster.                                                                                         
  D. Editor - Bill G.  The editor would like to thank everyone for their input over the years.  
Bill I s stepping down soon as editor due to life changes.  Stay tuned for details                                                                                                                   
  E. Upcoming Events  
 1. No membership meetings at the church have been planned 
 2. Gentleman’s Breakfast April 17, 2025, at the Louisiana Cafe location.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 3. A list of tours and car shows for 2025 is as follows:     
   1. May Spring Kick-Off, Eagan Car Club (date pending).      
   2. June 21, Saturday, National Drive Your V-8 Day                
   3. June 22-26, Central National Meet, Auburn IN                                                         
   4. June 20,21-22 Back to the 50’s 
   5. July 13, Sunday, Fords and Friends Car Show (formally All Ford Picnic). We will be 
inviting all makers of cars and have a free swap meet. Our new hours will be from 9-2pm. A $10 entry fee 
will be charged, and spectators will be free. The board voted to not supply buttons or dash plaques to save on 
expenses.    6. August 1, Friday, Braham Pie Day Car Show   
          7. August 5-9, National Driving Tour, Minnesota & Iowa    
   8. September 7, Saturday, Osceola Wheels and Wings Car Sow, WI  
   9. October (date pending) Fall Color Tour                                                                                             
   F. Old Business                                                                                                                          
  G. New Business                         
 Our club is taking applications to be editor of our newsletter. Must have a 4-year degree in journalism 
or be able to skip and chew gum at the same time.                                                                             
   H. Other                                           
   I. Membership Meeting –Postponed                                                                                                   
   j. Next Board Meeting – April 17, Louisiana Cafe                                              
 

Meeting adjourned at 10:53 am.                                                                      
 Respectfully submitted by 
 Gary Rosenberger Secretary   
 

    *Update 
  The Eagan Car Club Clubhouse is booked and we are confirmed for Sunday May 18th, 2025. 
 Timing ETA 11 AM—4PM  Details to be finalized prior to the event.                        .      

Board Meeting Minutes March 20, 2025                         
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     I’ve been in the V8 Club for over 52 Years and the Rumble Sheet Editor for the second 
time in the last  8 or 9 years, it’s time to call it quits.  
Looking back over the years it’s been a ride! Mary and I have met and made life long friends.   
The children of these friends have grown up and moved off into their own lives.  Most of the 
children are in their fifties by now, hard to believe where has the time gone. 
We have taken trips in flatheads from East to West, North to South. We went to the Fiftieth  
Meet in Lake Tahoe, been on the Texas Tour to San Antonio, Texas, and up to the UP and 
stayed in Henry Ford’s bungalow. We’ve been many times to Dearborn and the National 
Meets, where the National Judges didn’t believe that the Ford Plant Manager’s wife wanted a 
1948 Mercury instead of a Ford. Drove to the Tennessee meet where we caught Covid.  
I have no idea how many miles I put on the Mercury but I’d say a lot. It never let me down. I 
sold it last fall and hated to see it go, but I didn’t want to have to work on again it if some-
thing broke.  
     I have a 1953 Ford now that is really low mileage and won a Rouge Award in Dearborn  a 
couple of years ago.  
I want to take two more trips in the ‘53 before the year is over. I plan on going to   
Springfield, IL and do Bruce’s tour in Southern MN and Northern Iowa.  
I will try to sell it after that and hope someone will enjoy it as Mary and I have, well me any-
way.  
     I have enjoyed writing and editing the Rumble Sheet all these years And I will continue to 
contribute in the future. The Rumble Sheet has received the Golden Quill award from Old 
Cars Weekly, and for the past 5 years or so it has always received an award. I’ve enjoyed 
sharing stories, memories, books and Ron Long photos.  I look forward to being a reader and 
seeing the next Editors style. It’s been fun but it’s time to quit! 
Bill the Editor 

Editor Retires 
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Gift Ideas For Your Favorite V-8’er 
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Support our Advertisers! 

Wanted  For Sale 

WANTED—Stock 35 Radiator 
 
FOR SALE 
  Stock 36 radiator 
  36 Banjo wheels 
  35-36 Bumpers & Brackets 
  35-36 Radio 
  35 Thermostats NEW 
  Carburetors, Motors, Transmissions 
  Starters, Generators 
  V-60 Intake Manifold 
  1950 Ford Convertible 
  Lots of Ford Parts 
  Tom Donahue 612-799-8017  

  
FOR SALE 
 
$41,000 1936 Ford Coupe  

Frame off professional restoration, rumble seat, 
59AB flathead, Fenton headers & aluminized ex-
haust, Smitty glasspacks, Wineberry base coat/clear 
coat, wide whites, all steel, new chrome windshield 
frame, hydraulic brakes, sealed beam headlights, 
354 Ford rear end.   
Don Pautz   715-205-9761 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 

 


