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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill Gillies, 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or  
Email wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.   Email body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2025 Board of Directors 

President    OPEN      
Vice President    OPEN  
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Bill Gay   651-645-9260 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Al  Rehder   612-402-1047  
     Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 



3 

GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

NO FEBRUARY MEETING!  
 Up Coming  

February Message  

 
Louisiana Café 
Selby and Dale Streets 
9 AM 

All Women Members 
 Welcome 

Happy Valentine’s Day   

Happy Birthday 

February 3  Mike Mickelson  
February 4  Joe Walczak  
February 6  Francis Kalvoda  
February 7  Werner Langenbach  
February 9  Chuck Granlund  
February 13  Ron Christensen  
February 16 Stacey Allgood 
February 19  Dave Braun 
February 19  Jeanne Hoy (Hillstrom) 
February 26  Gary Rosenberger  

     This month’s Rumble Sheet is a little skimpy due to the holidays and the little input I’ve  
received. I’ll try to do better in the future with more book reports as no one seems to be 
building or working on their cars over the winter. Looking forward to the spring when more 
members are driving.  
     The January Geezer breakfast was attended by the regulars who always attend plus a few 
wives. Not having a President or Vice President to lead the board meeting was challenging. 
 Bruce Nelson joined, and made some suggestions about the Ford Picnic and the Tour in 
Southern Minnesota this coming summer.  
     To drive attendance at the Ford Picnic he suggested it should be free like it was in  past 
years. Also, the club might pursue a donation from the sponsor and the club treasury would 
make up the difference. Let’s make sure to get ads and flyers out early.  
     The board needs to decide on a President and Vice President who will have the club’s 
support and do the work of motivating current members to participate and attracting new 
members to join to keep the club going.  An urgent order of business for a new President is 
to set the date and details for the 2025 Ford Picnic, as the board will need to review and  
discuss the plan.          
 
  The Geezer Breakfast will continue to on the third Thursday of each month, at the  
Louisiana Café please make an effort to attend. 
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            In attendance were 12 men for breakfast, 6 men were board members, and 4 ladies.  
  President and Vice President not filled  
 A, Gary Rosenberger, Bill Gillies, Bill Gay, Joel Bergstrom, Gordy Ditmanson and Mike Erickson. 
Meeting called to order at 10:14 am.                                                                                                      .  
  Treasurer – Bill G. All bills paid and we are in the black.                                
 B. Secretary – Gary R. Prior minutes were approved.                                                                            
 C. Membership - Gordy D.  Gordy reported we have 42 paid renewal members for 2025 with 2 new 
members to make the total 44 paid.                                                                                          
 D. Editor - Bill G.  The editor would like to hear from the membership. How about some input and 
ideas for articles. Please help Bill.                                                                                       
  E. Upcoming Events                 
   1. No membership meetings at the church have been planned.                                                                
  2. Gentleman’s Breakfast February 20, 2025, at the Louisiana Cafe location.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
  3. All Ford Picnic, at Blaze Credit Union. Bruce Nelson addressed the board about the fu-
ture of the AFP. The numbers were down for the 2024 show and Bruce felt one of the causes was the 
$10.00 entry fee. The food vendor of course suffered with the low attendance numbers, and it may be hard 
to entice vendors to participate in the future. Bruce’s suggestion was to make the show free again. The club 
would pick up the cost of the porta-potties, which have now risen to roughly $600. We need to pay a 
$100.00 permit fee. Our insurance is free from the national club and last year we dropped suppling  buttons 
to save on expenses. A suggestion was made to invite the Model A Club to participate and Bruce suggested 
advertising the show more than in the past. Since the President position has not been filled the board did 
not vote but all good ideas for change are being taken into consideration. The board will revisit the issue.                                                                            
 F. Old Business                                                                                                    
 G. New Business                     
  1. Two members have volunteered to fill the position of President and Vice President, they 
are Bill Blood and Al Rehder respectfully. Bill and Al were not present at the meeting to accept the posi-
tions and take the oath.  

  2. National membership is down to 6,0000 members. Our club is at 44 members paid to 
date, last year we had 72 members.                                                                               
 H. Other                                          
  I. Membership Meetings on hold.                                                                                                     
 J. Next Board Meeting – February 20, 2025 Louisiana Cafe  
                 
Meeting adjourned at 11:01 AM  
                                                           
Respectfully submitted by:  
 
Gary Rosenberger Secretary            .      

Board Meeting Minutes January 16, 2025  Location: Louisiana Cafe                     
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From The Bookcase 

     For February’s From the Bookcase I wanted to remind you of some of the early books written about 
Ford and the people around him. All of you probably own the three volume set of Ford written by Allen 
Nevisn and Frank Ernest Hill though I doubt you’ve ever read them entirely.  
Pictured from the bookcase are seven books first dating from 1923’s Henry Ford An Interpretation by  
Samuel S. Marquis which I summarized in a previous Rumble Sheet.  

     We Never Called Him Henry, 1951 - About Harry Bennett, the closest human to Ford, this is  
Bennett’s story of thirty years as Ford’s trouble shooter and personal confidant.  

     Ford At Fifty, 1953 published by the Ford Motor Company, covers about every aspect of the Ford man-
ufacturing and other things Ford was involved in.  
    Henry Ford; A Personal History, 1953 - A guide to the Greenfield Village and Museum. The 
“coin” (creating a shadow) was a souvenir from the Rotunda in 1953.   

    My Forty Years with FORD, 1956 - Written by Charles E. Sorenson the book covers the Ford Motor 
Company from the years 1905 to 1944 about the assembly line and the men that contributed to Ford. 

    Young Henry Ford, 1963 - A pictorial history of the first forty years, by Sidney Olson and printed by the 
Wayne State University Press from the Ford Archives, it has a preface by the author from 1953. 

    Henry Ford and Grass-roots America, 1972 - Printed in Ann Arbor by the University of Michigan Press 
and written by Reynold M. Wik. The book covers more of life in America during Ford’s lifetime.  

    Hopefully this will inspire the readers out there to look beyond the usual reading material of Chassis  
manuals, to find additional books of interest to draw you out of the garage and entertain you during these 
long winter nights. 

     The old books have a unique perspective as most of the books about Ford, are written from 1968 and  
beyond up to the present day. 

    
 

 
   I am planning an ongoing series featuring questions about car choices and experiences. Some of you might 
have already received a questionnaire via email. You don't have to write an article, just answer the questions 
and send them back to me please.  

     It is fun to hear other members' choices of vehicle and how they acquired them.  

 Think  about when you learned to drive; what vehicle, how much gas cost, and who taught you.  

     Also why do you have the V8 you have? Family car or favorite? Do you like the looks or the  
mechanics?? 

Bruce Nelson was the only one who responded. 
Thanks, Bruce! 

From the IHE: 



6 

 
From July 1957 Popular Science Magazine Insert 
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Continued, The Ignition troubles,  good information about the condenser 
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Gift Ideas For Your Favorite V-8’er 
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Support our Advertisers! 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 


