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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8 
Club of America and is sent to all current members and 
advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8 
Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in the 
state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford 
Motor Company vehicles and related historical materials 
from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all 
Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns so equipped from 1932 
through 1953. 
Club Address 
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings 
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at 
7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of almost every 
month at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet.  
Change of   time or site will also be announced in 
the Rumble Sheet. 
Membership 
Membership dues for the TCRG are $20 per calen-
dar year.  Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club 
of America (the National Club) is a membership 
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group. 
Submitting Material 
Please send all materials for publication to Bill  
Gillies , 1736 Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 
55112 or E-mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the month.  E
-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred. 
Advertising 
Classified ads are free to TCRG  members, and 
will run for three consecutive months.  Display ads 
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost 
of $30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website 
TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2017 Board of Directors 
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Support our Advertisers! 

For Sale / Wanted 

Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will run 
for three consecutive months. (removal month is in pa-
renthesis) 
FOR SALE 
· 1 Ton Folding Engine Hoist     $90.00 
· 1936 Trunk Lid   $15.00 
·  763 544-0097 or  janlang0097@gmail.com 
· Werner Langenbach 

 

 
Your Ad could be here!!! 

$30 a year gets your Ad out 
to members and others. 

President    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Vice President          
Secretary    Gary Isaacson   651-430-9009  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091  
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    Jerry Felton   952-873-6754 
Media Director    Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Ted Cross   320-267-8340 
Current Board Members    Mike Erickson    320-396-2473 
     Gary Rosenberger   651-451-2937  
     Bruce Nelson    651-482-8940   
     Ron Christensen   612-868-3349  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 



 

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
1660 West County Road B, Roseville, MN 55113‐
4073, (651) 631‐1510 
Directions: From North or South: I‐35W to Hwy 
36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right 
at first stop light (County Road B) look for church 
on left.  OR I‐35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit 
Snelling South, turn right at first stop light (County 
Road B) look for church on left.  Plenty of parking. 
Program:  The theme for the program will be hobbies 
and crafts. Members are encouraged to bring those 
activities they turn to when the cars are temporarily 
hibernating. Even projects which may have been 
brought before are welcome. Ladies, too, have been 
well represented in the past. The broad range of inter-
ests and the scope of knowledge and skills found 
within the club is remarkable and inspiring and al-
ways a good time. Same as Last Year so don’t bring 
the same items. Don’t forget to bring a dollar to donate. 
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Miscellany Monthly Meeting Location TCRG Anniversaries  

  
  “ This month’s tale- 
LOOKING INTO THE SHED 
Here I stand looking at a vacant lot and the remains 
of a foundation of a house. Thinking back to the day 
when I first heard about a Ford coupe in a shed in a 
little town in Iowa.. I close my eyes and transport 
back in time those many years ago. Here I stand 
looking at the shed. How did I get here, where did I 
hear about what might be in the shed? The grass and 
weeds are grown up all around and especially by the 
door which hasn’t been opened in years.  The roof 
even looks like it might leak and is need of repair. I 
walk over to the house to see if anyone is home or 
even lives there. The house is need of some paint and 
maybe a little straightening as it seems to sag just a 
little. 
I knock  on the door and eventually an old man 
comes from the dark  interior of the house. He looks 
to be about the age I am today in 2017, or a bit older 
if he had lived in 2017, but remember this is a long 
time ago. 
He shuffled to the door in wonderment of who could 
be knocking on his door. 
I ask if the 1939 Ford still remains behind the closed 
doors of the shed. It does, but he quickly points out 
that, “I’m going to restore it before long”.  
“Can I have a look at it?” I ask!  “Sure can if we can 
get the door open”. 
We walk over to the shed and he unlocks the padlock 
and frees the hasp. The doors won’t budge. Slowly 
the top of the door widens to just a crack, enough to 
peek inside the shed. I can just barely make out the 
shape of a car covered up with blankets. It appears to 
be a coupe. The old man says he parked it in the shed 
back some twenty or  thirty years ago, during the gas 
shortage. He tells me to come back another time after 
I cut the weeds and grass down and we can get the 
door open. 
Time passes and I return. The doors are open on the 

shed and it is empty. The house has burned to the 
ground. I  
inquire as to what happened. Well it seems the own-
er was chopping and cutting the weeds down around 
the shed when he expired. The next of kin came 
along and got the car out of the shed and later  the 
house was condemned and burned down. The car 
was a beauty with the blankets pulled off and the 
tires aired up. However, as they tried to push the car 
up a the trailer, the push car jumped over the bump-
er and smashed the trunk. The accelerator must have 
stuck or panic set in and they pushed that car right 
up the trailer and into the winch. Oh my, what a 
crunch!  
I found out the car was a Standard and not a Deluxe 
as I had been told.    
(Well, so be it, I didn’t want a Standard anyway). 
 
There you have it! It’s easy just write about what 
ever comes to mind, or Tall Tales From Under the 
Work Bench or View From the Garage or Look-
ing into the Shed.  I’m trying  once again too mo-
tivate membership! The challenge for those of 
you sitting around with not much to do or driv-
ing to a warmer climate.  
Think of what tale you could invent to entertain 
us,   

Another year has passed by so once again it is 
time to award anniversary pins to those who 
have reached one of the milestones.  
40 years: Kent & Cathy Tabako, Bruce Nelson 
  & Mary  Hyberg 
35 years:  Paul & JoAnne Dudek, Jerry & 
 Maidie Felton, & Milt and Bonnie LaPanta.   
30 years:  John & Beth Titus.   
25 years:  Dennis Carney & Myrna Connett.   
20 years:  Jon & Holly Cotner. 
15 years:   Charles & Cheryl Granlund,  
  Gordon & Donna Ditmanson, Mark & Jan  
  Crichton, and Tom & Arlene Sawvel.  . 
10 years:  Keith & Jeanne Hillstrom, and Joel  
  & Rose Ann Bergstrom. 
Congratulations to you all!  
For the members who did not receive their pins 
at the Banquet, I will bring them to the Feb. 
meeting. After that, the pins will be mailed. 
Save us the expense of padded envelopes and 
postage, Please come to the meeting in Feb. 
Membership Chairman 
Joel Bergstrom 
  

Guest Speaker Brian McMahon 

Banquet Door prizes 



 

 
# Thought this was the year to Drain the Swamp. 
Guess not. Unexpected election results. Great Honor. 
Great Honor. Unbelievable. 47sixer@fmstella.com 

# Leadership Team in place. Magnificent men, mag-
nificent! And righteous! Handpicked. All but forgot-
ten man. TBDL. 47sixer@fmstella.com 

# OK maybe, maybe Putin has hacked into sensitive 
RS documents. Who really knows? 47six-
er@fmstella.com 

# Too late for New Year’s Resolutions. Predictions 
for 2017 to be released soon. 47sixer@fmstella.com 

# Patriotic Ford will bring back production from 
Mexico. Highland Plant will re-open and AFP will 
return. It will be huge. Huge!! 47sixer@fmstella.com 

# Incompetent city planners will have to relocate 
4000 housing units planned for Ford site. Suggest 
scrapping plans for foreign terrorist sport of soccer 
stadium and replacing with large Tower. 47six-
er@fmstella.com 

# Fake climate change not a problem. Will be able to 
drive our V-8s (and sixes) in March. 47six-
er@fmstella.com 

# Replacement car parts now made in China or Italy. 
Sad! This stops now! Detroit will have to re-tool by 
executive order. 47sixer@fmstella.com 

# Yes, Detroit a rusted out viper pit of crime and 
drug infestation. Horrible! Horrible! We will clean 
up before EFV-8CA Nat. Meet next year. Spectacu-
lar! 47sixer@fmstella.com 

# We are transferring power to the people. So be 
forgotten and silent no more. Come to the meetings, 
the driving tours, and the Banquet, and be counted. 
We will make the TCRG Great again! It is our Glori-
ous Destiny! 47sixer@fmstella.com 

 

Every hobby has a language of its own, including the 
old car hobby. Over the years I have learned how to 
read and interpret the ads for old cars and old car parts. 
I gladly present the following definitions for the infor-
mation of those club members who are still learning. 
May they help you with the next issue of Hemmings. 

Mint - covered with a green substance. 
Professional Restoration - painted with spray cans. 
Amateur Restoration - painted with brush. 
Poor Amateur Restoration - painted with a stick. 
Stored for 10 Years - went to junk yard in 1970. 
 NOS - nearly out of sight. 
Best I've Seen - ad placed by blind man.  
Always Garaged - never has run right.  
Stored for 20 Years - went to junk yard in 1960. 
NORS - nearly out of reason stuff.  
Ran When Parked - was driven to junk yard.  
Runs But Smokes - was driven to junk yard recently. 
Near Mint - green substance hosed off. 
Excellent Driver - looks like hell.  
Beautiful Car - doesn't run.  
With Parts Car - another rust bucket included.  
Disassembled - most parts missing.  
Partly Disassembled - many parts missing.  
Complete - some parts missing.  
Stored for 30 Years - went to junk yard in 1950.  
Rare - Hope I never see another 
Unusual - home made body. 
Engine Turns - when car is pushed around  
corner.  
Solid - wheels don't turn. 
Make Offer - come on suckers. 
Best Offer - I know it's value, but I'd like more.  
Firm - I was screwed, and I want to get even.  
More Invested - I paid too much, bail me out. 
Must Sell or Will Part Out - If no suckers show up, it 
goes to the scrap yard.  
Some Rust Out - unrestorable. 
Surface Rust - completely gone underneath. 
Minor Rust - only through on bottom half. 
Many Trophies - Brother-in-law sells trophies. 
Drive It Away - It's parked on a hill. 
  Continued page 5 

From the President’s Workbench 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN.... 
Gentlemen, 
        As of January 19th, 58.8% of the membership 
has renewed for 2017.   Thanks to all of you who 
have renewed. Last year at this date 71% renewed. 
This is just a reminder to those of you haven’t re-
newed to get it in for the Membership Roster. If 
for some reason you are not going to renew 
PLEASE let me know ASAP, again for the Roster. 
JOEL 
If your mailing label is red, this is your last issue! 

How To Read and Interpret the  
Ads in HEMMINGS MOTOR NEWS   
(or the V-8 TIMES  for that matter) 
(From Rumble Sheet in  the 80”S) 

  
 
What it says in part.. This jig 
is for working on early Ford 
rear axles. The jig bolts to a 
wheel rim. The passenger side 
of the axle is joined to the jig 
while the axel is on the floor. 
The end of the axel slips into 
the tube and the flange is bolt-
ed to the tabs.The entire as-
sembly can be tipped up right. 
Dissembly and assembly can 
be accomplished without 
wrestling heavy parts on the 
floor. Alignment of parts is no 
longer a problem. 
 
The inside diameter is 2  1/8:” 

New Board Members 

Drawing and text submitted by George 
Baker for ease of working on Ford 
rear end  
assemblies. 
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Happy Birthday 

 

2017 Geezer Breakfast Schedule 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

Unrestored - needs paint, glass, plating, tires, 
upholstery, wiring, engine, etc. 
Unrestored Original -It Needs only Cosmetics to 
be Show Winner - 
Low Mileage - speedometer just turned over.  
Original Mileage - there's another kind? 
Only One Known - not any in junk yards in this 
area.  
Good Parts Car - unrestorable.  
Towable - no trees growing through it yet.  
Good Investment - You should live so long. 
Only 3 Known to Exist - according to Farmers  
Almanac 
Needs Work –Restorable maybe 25% of it left. 
Good for Beginner –come on suckers 
Documented Mileage - sworn statement from 
Bert Lance.  
Just Bought from Original Owner - She didn't 
know value.  
Original Owner - I should live so long. 
Price Reduced - Still ridiculous. 
Ground Up Restoration - What you see is what 
you get.  
100 Point Car - on scale up to 1000. 
Potential 100 Point Car - needs total restoration.  
10 Year Restoration - I'm lazy. 
Drive As Is - not worth restoring. 
Bring Trailer - Don't forget shovel.  
All Original - J. C. Whitney parts installed. 
by Guy Warden 

 
  

 
     Restaurant                Location                       City                Rating Month  Arranger  
1. Machine Shed  I94 & Radio Drive, Woodbury 3.4 January  Gary I. 
2. Country Kitchen 42nd Ave,  New Hope 3.8 February Steve S.  
3. Bakers Square  98th & Lyndale So Bloomington 3.2 March  Gary W.  
4. Original pancake House     Roseville 3.5 April  Bruce N. 
5. Currans    42nd & Nicollet    So. Mpls 4.2 May  Bill B.  
6. Pippins     2905 N. Snelling,               St. Paul  4.0 June  Kent T. 
7. Louisiana Café               Selby & Dale           Roseville        4.0 July  Joel B. 
8. Woodbury Café     Valley Creek Road Woodbury 3.8 August  Ron L.   
9. Highland Café & Bakery         Ford Parkway 3.9 September Gordy D. 
10.Key’s  756 Raymond Ave  St. Paul  3.8 October  Glen K.  
11.Oriiginal Pancake House   Roseville 3.5 November Gary R  
12.IHOP     1935 Beam Ave   Maplewood 3.1 December Ron G. 
 
IF for some reason you don’t like this list PLEASE come up with some new IDEAS and PLACES!  
The January Geezer was changed  after this publication was in the mail. Due to miss information of 
the location  some members drove  on  Interstate 94 when they should have been on  HY36.. 
PLEASE let me know prior to print if a Geezer location is going to change.. 

Ed’s Banquet Notes 

I would be the first to say “I’m not easily  
impressed”, and a few would agree with that. The 
TCRG Banquet was one of the better banquets that 
the club has experienced.    
The Lilydale facility was a nice change from past 
places we’ve attended. I felt comfortable and look-
ing around others were enjoying the surroundings 
too. The room was warm and inviting with screens 
showing pictures from past events put together by 
Ron Long. (Available for purchase soon). Bruce 
Nelson had his Ford post card collection  in and 
around the area on another screen. With the 
screening from multiple monitors around the 
room, it was a little hard to hold one’s   
attention in conversation.  
Once everyone was seated the salad course was 
delivered to the tables. Next numbers were drawn 
as to which table was first in the buffet line. Meat, 
potatoes, and vegetables were gathered up on 
square plates, with no excuse for going hungry. 
Cake with the 45th anniversary logo was served to 
the tables for dessert. 
Brian McMahon , author of “The Ford Century in 
Minnesota” spoke about Ford dealerships and Uni-
versity Ave. He showed pictures from his book as 
he talked. Some TCRG members told about some 
of their experiences and family members who 
were involved with Ford in the early days. Brian 
was interesting and interested in what others had 
to contribute. 
Next on the agenda was Door Prizes; the commit-
tee out did themselves! Besides Brian’s book, 
there were gift certificates to Target, Carpenter, 
and Macs, to name a few. There were bricks from 
the Ford plant, wine glasses, other books, and 
Street Dreams posters. 
The National Club awarded TCRG a certificate for 
the 45 years in existence. Various TCRG club 
members were given their pins for years in the 
club.. 
A special thanks to the Banquet Committee, Tom 
Murray, Bruce Nelson, Mary Hyberg, Gordy  
Ditmanson, and Ron Long. Other than the fog, the 
evening was a total success and I was glad to have 
attended 

February 4  Joe Walczak 
February 5 Sally Anderson      
February 7 Werner Langenbach 
February 9 Chuck Granlund 
February 13 Ron Christensen 
February 19 Jill Olson 
February 21 Bud Louis 
February 26 Gary Rosenberger 
February 29 Beth Ellen (Weyrauch) 

Who could possible be this OLD? 
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Certainly many things to see and do in 2017.   
And, if you have ideas to share, contact 
Gordy Ditmanson at 651-646-8103 to sched‐
ule a month. 

2017 Monthly Events Schedule 

When it comes to working on projects I have a 
major challenge. Being somewhat of a procrasti‐
nator doesn’t help. Case in point, estimating the 
time it takes to complete a job. This past Summer 
putting my pickup box in respectable condition 
as part of the 35 restoration was a goal. I pon‐
dered for sometime the cost of a reproduced box 
for $3600 from Macs in New York or just refur‐
bish the one I had which was marginally ok. Ide‐
ally, I like to go with original as much as possible 
and save money where I can. It’s real easy to 
spend money, a lot, over time on this favorite 
hobby. Fortunately/Unfortunately I have several 
hobbies  and often one has to give to do the oth‐
er. On this project I estimated to replace the steel 
floor, replace stake pockets, do some straighten‐
ing, filling , welding, and paint would consume 
about a  six  weekends. Boy was I wrong. It took 
all summer. 
 Drilling out rivets is worse than watching ice 
melt , it goes on and on and on. The engineers at 
Ford did a great job in designing these babies. 
They are well put together with high quality 
steel. By mid  Summer I was half way done. I 
started 2nd guessing  whether It was all worth it.  
I even thought about “ back tracking”   and pur‐
chasing a repro box from Mac Hills in Missouri 
which I discovered was $800 cheaper ( same box) 
than Macs in New York.  Since   I was so invested 
with materials and time already there was no 
turning back. Besides it was finally looking like it 
just might work. So far so good. 
Conclusion:  Working on these  early V8s can 
take you in directions and dead ends you never 

conceived. They can be time consuming, per‐
plexing , and a little expensive.  It’s a lot easier 
to buy one restored. However, there’ is a cer‐
tain satisfaction  in putting creative skills to 
work and making something  headed for the 
junk yard into an attractive and functional  
piece of automotive history. In short,  I look 
forward to the day, well kind of, when resto‐
ration work’s in the rear view mirror. 
Steve Seidl 

How Much Time ? 

Old cars                                                                          
  
This was our family car in 1946. It was a 1935 Chevy 
Standard two door. My dad was an avid fisherman 
and that canoe appears in many family photos. This 
photo was taken in front of my grandparent’s home 
on the corner of Third Street and Dowling Avenue in 
North Minneapolis. We lived there with my grandpar-
ents until 1947. The house is gone now but property 
is still there, just ten feet east of Highway 94 and 
Dowling.  WWII had ended in September of 1945 
and my dad was discharged from the Army Air Corps 
in December of 1945. Cars and housing were scarce 
and expensive. 
 
My dad bought the car from my uncle. As the story 
goes, my aunt and uncle had just bought a house with 
a garage. In the garage was this Chevy. The owners 
of the house told them that the “Chevy goes with the 
house, it doesn’t run and we’re not fooling with it. If 
you want the house, you take the car too”. Well, they 
bought the house and soon after their furnace quit 
working. They needed ninety dollars to replace the 
furnace. They offered the car to my dad, he came up 
with the ninety dollars, put fresh gas and a battery in 
the car and drove it home. 
 
In 1947 we moved out to the country, ‘the boon-
docks’ I think was my mother’s description. And as 
people seem to do, my dad had a job on the opposite 
side of the cities so he put a lot of miles on the 
Chevy. Occasionally a rod bearing would develop 
some extra clearance and start knocking. My dad 

would drop the oil pan and grind a little off of 
the offending rod cap, button it up and it would 
be good to go for a while. 
`` 
With no garage the car survived the cold winter 
nights by covering up the hood with a huge 
blanket and putting a 100 watt work light under 
the hood for heat. If it was real cold, my dad 
would set the alarm clock and get up and start 
the car every couple hours to keep it warm. The 
car had all of the necessary frost shields glued 
to the inside of the windows and sported the 
Sears Roebuck ‘knobby’ snow tires that sang 
like there was no tomorrow. For good measure 
a snow shovel and tire chains took up residence 
in the back seat for the winter. 
 
In 1949 our family car was replaced by a black 
1941 Buick 4-dr fastback and the Chevy was 
retired to the back yard. My friends and I dis-
covered that we could gain entrance to the 
locked up Chevy by prying open the front door 
vent window on the passenger side and pushing 
me through the window to open the doors. (It 
was really a large vent window and I was a 
skinny kid). 
 
My friends and I spent many summer days 
‘driving’ that Chevy until it was finally relegat-
ed to the scrap yard.`` 
 
Kent T. 
 


