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· October Cruise and Overnight is filling up, See page 9 

· September Meeting is at the St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Roseville 

· AAPR 4 hour  Refresher Class  in Shoreview Oct 9th 

· Stock-Yard Days Car Show & Swap Meet recap 

· President’s Workbench  page 10 

2016 Honorable Mention Golden Quill Awards 



    

 

Twin Cities Regional Group Information 
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8 
Club of America and is sent to all current members and ad-
vertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8 Club of 
America, and is a non-profit corporation in the state of Min-
nesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor Compa-
ny vehicles and related historical materials from the era of 
the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and 
Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

MeetingsMembership meetings of the TCRG 
are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
almost every month at a site announced in the 
Rumble Sheet.  Change of   time or site will also 
be announced in the Rumble Sheet. 
MembershipMembership dues for the TCRG 
are $20 per calendar year.  Membership in the 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America (the National 
Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group. 
Submitting MaterialPlease send all materials 
for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 Crystal 
Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-mail 
wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble Sheet material 
deadline is the 15th of the month.  E-mail body 
content (not attachment) is preferred. 
AdvertisingClassified ads are free to TCRG  
members, and will run for three consecutive 
months.  Display ads (business card size) will 
run for 12 issues at a cost of $30.  Check under 
ad for last appearance. 
WebsiteTCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2017 Board of Directors 
President    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Vice President    Mike Erickson    320-396-2473  
Secretary    Gary Isaacson   651-430-9009  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091  
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    Jerry Felton   952-873-6754 
Media Director    Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Ted Cross   320-267-8340 
Current Board Members    Gary Rosenberger   651-451-2937  
     Bruce Nelson    651-482-8940   
     Ron Christensen   76.3-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
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Support our Advertisers! 

Your Ad could be here!!! 

$30 a year gets your Ad out 
to members and others. 
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1952/53 Merc Steering Wheel  
Ed.  
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Movie  in the making  From the  President’s Work-
Bench   

 

assembled for the picturesque serpentine cruise along 
the old Watertown Road. Cliff and Mary Helling 
opened their spread once again to the forty or fifty 
members who descended on them from all directions. 
The nostalgia filled garage was still going strong 
with vehicles in all stages of restoration and an office 
worthy of Henry Ford himself. 

     The old familiar 34 Woody then led the caravan to 
the extensively remodeled “Hooked on Classics” 
where Daryl had graciously offered us a meeting 
place next to the sparkling showroom floor. For din-
ner we filled up two floors of the famed Luce Line 
Lodge.  
 
  These driving tours help restore us, whether planned 
or spontaneous. A hearty thank you goes out to Mike 
and to Cliff for these two and Bruce is getting anoth-
er one together. As the TSA says, “If you see some-
thing, say something,” or to paraphrase, “If you see a 
driving opportunity, send us an e-mail (or a phone 
call.”)  
Gordy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* transmogrify: to change or alter greatly and often 
with grotesque or humorous effect   

It was Thursday, July 6, 2017, I was taking Becky to 
one of her quilting friends house, to go on a quilting 
retreat. My cell phone rang and the gentlemen enquired 
if I had a 1936 convertible? I stated, “yes it is a con-
vertible, but it is called a Cabriolet, a 1936 Ford Cabri-
olet. He told me that he was a Producer and they were 
making a movie in Rochester, MN. and would like my 
convertible to be a part of that movie.  My heart started 
beating a little bit faster. I then recalled an article from 
a while back from Hagerty, as relates to insurance and 
cars in the movie. I tried to remember all that I could 
about that article with the first question being “can you 
tell me about the scene you have in mind?” He stated 
that Chuck Mayo would be driving the car up to the 
mansion after just coming home from the clinic. Well, 
at least no snow, rain or shooting chase scenes! I then 
asked when do you need the car? The producer said we 
are shooting at the Mayowood Mansion on Tuesday, 
July 11th. I would need the car from about 3 to 
5:00PM. I then popped the big question, “will I be 
compensated for this car rental?” Producer Tom stated 
that I would.  

Tuesday morning July 11th I rented a trailer from U-
Haul, loaded the car, and off Becky and I went to 
Rochester. Neither one of us had ever toured 
Mayowood Mansion, and did not know what to expect 
as you can barely see it through the trees, when looking 
at it from across the river. Boy were we surprised! This 
place is enormous and you talk about gorgeous. The 
producers assistant Jean, introduced herself and stated 
they had been shooting scenes all day, and that the pro-
ducer would come get us when the time came. In the 
mean time, asked if we would like a very shortened 
tour, as the mansion was full of lights and sound equip-
ment. We both wanted to do that and then to get out of 
the heat. The shortened tour was fun and I would hardi-
ly recommend it if you have the time to tour this place. 

Not only is the mansion spectacular, but the 
groundskeeper use to own a floral shop in Roches-
ter, and you have never seen so many beautiful 
pots and the landscaping, colors, arrangements are 
to die for.  Becky and I where placed upstairs in a 
sitting room and we could watch as they filmed 
numerous scenes of two reporters arriving from the 
east coast. Seeking an answer to the question as to 
whether or not the Mayo Clinic was going to fold, 
after the death of Charlie Mayo. 

Our turn to shoot finally came and as requested 
Becky and I put the top down on the car. The actor 
playing Chuck Mayo hopped in the passenger seat 
and I drove the car down the road and turned the 
car around so he could head it back up toward the 
mansion. I then asked if he could drive a stick? 
(Should have thought of this way before now!!) 
Stated he thought he could. The producer asked me 
to get out of the car and I walked back up onto the 
other side of the cameras. The producer yells 
“Action” and my new best friend Chuck Mayo 
grinds about a pound of first gear, putting it into 
first. (Chuck later told me he forgot to put the 
clutch in.) Well on the first try, he drove the car 
into the shade, so the producer needed a retake, 
then he killed the cars engine and yelled for me to 
come down and show him where the starter was 
located. I yelled down to him, “between the clutch 
and brake pedal,” actor Chuck yelled back “Thank 
You, I got it” and off he went to try it again. Next 
take was perfect, and the Ford was down for the 
day.  

 This was really a great experience and fun 
to do. I would recommend that if you ever get the 
chance, take it, as it is a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity. I had never been on a movie set before, so 
never knew all the work involved with people run-
ning with makeup and combing hair, and “misting”   

                                             

      It was kind of like a flash mob. Thanks to e-
mail and a chance encounter we were alerted to a 
touring opportunity-“Pie Day.” That’s an official 
holiday in Braham, Minnesota, even though it 
was a weekday. Area native Mike E. had saved 
us some spots at the local Ford Dealership where 
rows of classic cars were congregating for the 
festivities. The streets were closed off for a vast 
array of tents offering a wide selection of arts 
and crafts with live bands setting the celebratory 
mood. And, of course, PIE, as far as the eye 
could see of every possible flavor. 

     But the highlight of the day was a tour of the 
Erickson country estate not far away. The well-
tended truck garden, the sprawling sheds filled 
with current and future projects, and the hen-
house set in a clearing in a dense decidual forest 
with its own verdant valley. And the hand-
crafted manor with not a cobweb or a piece of 
crockery out of place despite the fact that the 
lady of the house was out of town. We were 
transmogrified.* 

     This wasn’t a pre- planned event. It just hap-
pened. So this is just a reminder to keep your 
eyes on the Club e-mail alerts which Ron EL so 
kindly puts out for us. 

     Now the next excursion was planned but 
gathered momentum as the word went out. Our 
August membership meeting was shifted to a 
Saturday. From a meeting point on the western 
edge of town, despite the diabolical efforts of the 
DOT to cordon off all avenues of approach, a 
long line of Ford V-8s, sixes, (and a few OHVs) 
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I finally get it!   By Cliff Helling  

 

My grandson Blake (an exceptionally good high 
school wrestler and student) recently came to his 
grandpa and asked if we could change the plugs in 
his car. I said sure and pulled the hood.  It may not 
be rocket science but it’s pretty close to it under 
their folks.  First of all you need special tools to 
actually get the plugs out and back in, but before 
that I would need to remove cowling, generator 
(sorry, alternator) intake manifold covers and one 
exhaust header, air conditioner, some injector 
stuff, air cleaner, belts, vacuum tubes, and lots of 
wires. 
 
I have changed a distributor and plugs on a ’34 in 
less than ½ hour on the road. If I’m able to do it 
this would take ½ day to a full day. 
 
The point of me writing this is to simply let you 
know I finally have the answer to the question: 
why don’t kids love to work on their cars like we 
did when we were young? Unless they have a de-
gree in electrical engineering and perhaps a major 
in computer science as a high schooler, there is no 
chance of “tinkering” with their cars from the 80’s 
up. To young people cars   now are to get from 
point A to point B.  The emotional connection you 
get from fixing them and together go out as part-
ners to seek adventure is no more, of course we 
loved our cars, we would name them, break them 
then fix them so they became part of our identity.  
They were our way to girls, racing, fun and even 
establishing an image to tell the world who we 
were.  They were freedom and excitement.  Now 
they are transportation.   
 
So there you have it.  It’s a different time and a 
different generation full of different stuff than we 

knew or could even dream of.  They can’t af-
ford an old Ford and even if they could it would 
be out of place and not in time with their world.  
So the culture we old guys try to recapture is 
not an alternative for them and never will be, - it 
was ours. 
 
Blake is a great guy and on the upside the cars 
these kids have heaters, and air conditioning, 
and stop good to say nothing of the absence of 
blow by oil smoke we live with in the old Fords. 
 
P.S. I paid $126.00 for the plugs to be changed 
by my friend Bill, a Ford mechanic. It was 
worth every penny! Blake is working it off by 
polishing and “tinkering” with the ’34 woody. 
 
Cliff Helling 

Fall Cruise and Overnight  Drive the back 
roads to Southeast Minnesota. Visit Spring 
Valley, Preston and others. Looks to be a good 
tour with lots to do and see. 

We are just about sold out...............but, we 
have room for a couple more. 

So........what's keeping you from calling and 
booking that room?  

Call the Country Trails Inn & Suites  1-888-
378-2896 with the secret word Ford V-8 and 
you will be all set. 

(yes, this is the correct phone number this time) 
 

so make up doesn’t run, the 
customs were neat, and actors 
where very congenial. We 
watched some scenes being 
shot with Chuck’s, actor wife, 
and she was really a very 
sweet, pretty girl and fun to 
talk too.  

The film is a documentary on 
the Mayo family after the 
death of the father, no release 
date had been set as of yet. 
One other car was involved, a 
1939 Lincoln Zephyr, which 
brought the New York report-
ers to the mansion. The pro-
ducer was bringing in a Ford 

Tri-Motor from Osh-
kosh, on next Tuesday 
to some small airport in 
Red Wing for that part 
of the film. I have en-
closed some pictures I 
was able to take of the 
actors, the mansion and 
my 36 Ford Cabriolet. 

 

Gary Isaacson         

October Over Night 
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Happy Birthday 

September 7   Kent Tabako 

September 8   Barb Wothe 

September 11  Mike Erickson 

September 12   Ann Braun 

September 17   Vivian Timmermans 

September 26   Mike Timmermans 

September 28   Sandy Rosenberger 

GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

New Member 

New member 

Mike Mickelson has joined our club.  Mike’s ad-
dress is 1310 Woodbury Rd, Newport MN. 

Welcome to our club Mike.  We hope to see you 
soon. 

Regards, 

Joel 

  

IMMUTABLE LAWS 

What’s going on? 
December Outing 

Hold The Lutefisk! 

  
September 
Highland Café & Bakery  Ford Pk Way         Gordy D. 
October 
?Pick a spot    Glen K. 
November 
Original Pancake House Roseville  Gary R. 

  
.  Law of Mechanical Repair  
After your hands become coated with grease, your 
nose will begin to itch and you'll have to pee.  
 
 Law of Gravity  
Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will roll 
to the least accessible place in the universe.  
 
 Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy-  
As soon as you find a product that you really like, 
they will stop making it OR the store will stop 
selling it!  
  
 Law of Biomechanics  
 The severity of the itch is inversely proportional 
to the reach. 
   
Law of Logical Argument  
Anything is possible IF you don't know what you 
are talking about. 

 
“Hold the Lutefisk (It’s Beginning to Smell a Lot Like 
Christmas)” 
Join us on Sunday, December 3rd for some fun 
entertainment at the Plymouth Playhouse 
(2705 Annapolis Lane, Plymouth, MN 55441). 
Tickets are $32 per person.  Payment due at the 
November TCRG  meeting. 
The play starts at 2 pm. 
Dine after the play at the Green Mill which is 
attached to the theater. 
Some highlights of the play: 
"You'd better watch out, you'd better not cry..." 
Because the Looney Lutherans are coming (back) to 
town with more tips for surviving the holidays, the 
Lutheran way. Prepare to keep those New Year's reso-
lutions with exciting new exercise tips (the 12 Days of 
Housework); hear the Loonies extol the virtues of their 
new Cuisinart 12 speed mixers; and learn the secret to 
getting on Santa's "nice list" (hotdish, anyone?) 
Whether your in-laws have overstayed their welcome, 
or the furnace is acting up, take a break from the stress 
of the season by celebrating the holidays with the 
Looney Lutherans. (And, of course, you don't have to 
be Lutheran to love 'em.) 
Questions?  Call Liz Blood at 612-722-4172.  

Four hour refresher course for those 
who have had the Eight hour course. 

 
 
I will teach the AAPR Safe Driving course 
which the State of MN  allows Insurance Com-
panies to give a 10% discount. This applies to 
daily driver cars and collector cars. 
The location is:   

Shoreview Parks & Rec 
4580 Victoria ST. N   ( OFF HWY 96) 
Shoreview, MN 55126 

651-490-4750 
Please call the above number and 
make a reservation for class. 
 The class starts at 9AM sharp! 
 
Questions, give me a call. 
 Bill. 

AARP Safe Driving Class  Oct. 9th 
Shoreview Community Center  

Monthly Meeting Location 

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran 
Church, 1660 West County Road B, Roseville, 
MN 55113‐4073, (651) 631‐1510 

Directions: From North or South: I‐35W to 
Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, 
turn right at first stop light (County Road B) 
look for church on left.  OR I‐35E to Hwy 36, 
west on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right 
at first stop light (County Road B) look for 
church on left.  Plenty of parking 
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 August Meeting at Hooked On Classics 

Well, every good show, 
has a not so good show. 

I would first like to thank 
all the vollunteers from our 
Club that came out and 
helped out. 

Thank YOU! 

Here is what happened: 

We had 17 swappers, 90 
vehicles come through the 
gate, and 88 take the time 
to register. 

We sold enough admis-
sions to cover our expenses 
(which were down this 
year) and each organization 
should get about $260. 

We had a shortened show 
due to the weather. 

We had 4 members get 
awards (Erickson,  
Gillies, Sushen, and 
Wothe).  

Will we do it again next 
year?  Sure enough.  Mark 
your calendars now --
 August 12, 2018. 
Bruce N. 

Stock Yard Days 


