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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2019 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Ron Christensen  763-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
     Steve Seidel   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

   

    Original Pancake House 
     Crossroads Mall (upper  
     Level                 
     1661 W County Road B2 

     Roseville, MN 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

 Meet in Fireside Room  
Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran 
Church, 1660 West County Road B, Ro-
seville, MN 55113‐4073, (651) 631‐1510 
Directions: From North or South: I‐35W 
to Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling 
South, turn right at first stop light (County 
Road B) look for church on left.  OR I‐
35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit 
Snelling South, turn right at first stop light 
(County Road B) look for church on left.  
Plenty of parking  

October 1   Dennis Carney 

October 3  Ellen Reeves (Dahlin) 

October 10   Donna Ditmanson 

October 16  John Barnes 

October 16  Charles Frick 

October 31   Jim Rucci 

 What’s Ahead, 2019 Fall Tour 

Fire up that flathead Ford, Lincoln or Mercury and join us for our 
annual Fall Color Tour. If the flathead is not quite up for a tour, then 
join us in whatever will get you there and back home again! 

This year's tour is scheduled for Saturday, October 5th. We will be 
touring the Minnesota River Valley down to the Mankato area.  

We will start the tour in the southwest part of town at the Eden Prai-
rie Center Target store parking lot, 8225 Flying Cloud Dir., Eden 
Prairie, MN 55344, which is near Flying Cloud Drive (Hwy 61) & 
494.  

We will meet there at 9:00 AM and depart at 9:15 AM. (Please arrive 
earlier if you need to acquire gas or other items before departing.) 
There is a Holiday gas station next to our meeting location that has 
non-ethanol premium gas. 

We will have lunch in Mankato and visit one of our destinations, 
Unique Specialty & Classic Cars. You can get a preview of Unique 
at https://www.uniquemankato.com/ . 
Some other possible sites to check out are the Historic Old Town 
District with shops dating back to the 1800's, and the Minneopa State 
Park which lies within the remains of an ancient glacial river formed 
15,000 years ago. The park has a unique waterfall and rock for-
mations, Bison, Gris Mill, etc. Entrance fee to the park is $7 per car. 

It also has been suggested that we visit the worlds larges 
candy store just south of Jordan. Just a heads up, they on-
ly accept cash, no checks or credit cards. The do have an 
ATM. 

Planning is continuing and more stops will be added to fill 
the allotted time. 

If you have any questions or concerns, give me a call at 
612-750-9590. Kent Tabako  
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Oct.2019 Presidents Message  

 We had a great trip to the Central National Meet in Auburn, Indiana the last week in August. We took our 
two oldest granddaughters age 9 and 6 with us. It was their first long road trip and they did really well. They 
couldn't believe how many semis were on the major freeways and toll ways, stopped and spent the first night 
in Joliet, IL. The next day we got to Auburn early afternoon; unloaded the '37 and got it polished up. The 
girls cleaned the whitewalls and the hub caps so I didn't have to bend over to get the lower parts. After the 
car was cleaned up went through the operational check and passed so we were ready for the tour the next 
day. The tour was a 75 mile drive to a gas engine and tractor show in Portland, IN. The rest of the week we 
went to the Auburn, Cord and Duesenberg museum- the girls each picked their favorite fancy car and they 
also liked the grand staircase that came down into the main showroom. Concourse judging day was raining.  
The point judged cars were in an auction warehouse, the Touring, Touring A and Display classes had the sit 
out in the rain in the parking lot. The six members from TCRG that attended the meet all received awards:  
Bruce Nelson and Mary Hyberg a rouge medallion for their'49 Ford, Paul and Joanne Oman received a 1st 
place touring award for their '34 Ford wrecker in the commercial class which he just finished restoring.  Mike 
and Lynn Erickson received a Touring 3rd place award in the '37-'40 closed class. 

We also went through the Ford foundation Museum; there were a lot of interesting items there. The final day 
we headed to Elkhart, IN to tour the RV and motor home Museum. That evening was the Farewell and 
awards banquet. I attended the banquet, but Madelyn and Eleanor thought it would get a little long and bor-
ing so Lynn took them to McDonald's which they thought was great. Headed home through Iowa; stopped in 
Dubuque for the night and drove the Driftless home. It was great spending quality time with the grand daugh-
ters and seeing their interest in the old Fords. They grow up so fast. In seven years Madelyn will be old 
enough to be the 5th generation to drive the old '37. 

Everyone needs to help get the younger generations involved, getting your cars out so they can see them and 
learn about them. 

Thanks to Kent Tabako for setting up the Gene Hetland 1932 Ford collection tour; we had a good turnout for 
the short notice. Check out his website: www.duceheaven.com.  Kent is also setting up a fall one day tour in 
Oct., stay tuned for more details. 

Also, I have been working with a new vender for TCRG Club jackets. We are making up an order form 
which will have jackets like the original ones, a lighter jacket, denim shirts and pocket polo shirts. Once all 
the details are worked out I will get the information out. 

Mike Erickson 

From The IHE 

Our regional group is very fortunate to have many capable members. It is time for all to start 
thinking about taking a turn helping to organize and direct the club. I want to remind the V8 
woman members that gender does not determine who runs for office. All who are interested 
and enjoy the cars and activities, and members are encouraged to seek office. 
 
(The In House Editor) 
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The 2019 Central National Meet is now history, and what history it was.  Three TCRG members attended – 
Mike and Lynn Erickson (with 2 granddaughters), Paul and Joanne Oman, and Bruce Nelson and Mary  
Hyberg.  Also attending from Minnesota were Pat Mahoney and his family. 

It was wonderful weather; well except for Concourse day where plans were made and Concourse, Dearborn, 
and Rouge vehicles were presented inside of the former Kruse Military Museum building.  Dearborn Emeri-
tus, Touring, Touring A and Display vehicles had to put up with occasional showers in the front parking lot.  
The original plan was to be displayed on the grass surrounding the Early Ford V-8 Foundation Museum, but, 
soggy grass would not support any vehicle, much less a human walking on it. 

And there was a lot to see and do.  The Cruise-In downtown was all Early Ford V-8, as we surrounded City 
Hall.  If you want to see what the Auburn City Hall looks like, go rent the Back to the Future trilogy – the 
City Halls are very similar, right up to the clock tower.  And of course you are in the Heart of Auburn, Cord 
and Duesenberg territory.  And there were some of them driving around during the week as the Labor Day 
weekend is their time in town. 

Sad to say, I trailered the 1949 this time (matter of fact, all 3 TCRG members trailered).  And, I should say 
that the 1949 has driven there 4 times, so it does know the way, but since we have a new truck, we wanted to 
check out the towing package that we paid for. 

Since I was last at the Museum in late April, the staff and Trustee’s have made unbelievable progress in mak-
ing it a must see site.  From the Floyd Ford Dealership with the 18 1936 Fords, to the other amazing displays, 
it is Ford and Ford Rotunda through and through.  Please add it to your bucket list. 

All three TCRG members won awards from the Concourse – Paul won 1st in Commercial Touring, Mike 
won 3rd Place Touring in 1937-1940 Touring, and Bruce won his 8th Rouge Award for interior and exterior. 

As we left today (Wednesday August 28th) the R&M Auction and Auburn Auction Park were getting ready 
for this weekend.  There were some nice looking vehicles and we were able to wander about them during the 
Welcome Party held in the Kruse Plaza.  On the other hand, the Awards Banquet was held in the ACD Muse-
um and we got to wander around and with over 30 million dollars worth of vehicles and memorabilia.  

We had a great time while we were there – and we did have to answer the question – where are the rest of 
your members? 
Bruce Nelson 

2019 Central National Meet, Auburn, IN 
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The summer of 1968, I received a call from a Bloomington, Minnesota, used truck and equipment dealer friend. He said 
"You are going to want to see what I removed from the basement garage of a hotel in downtown Minneapolis yester-
day". There was no further explanation necessary. I was there in the morning and yes it was something I did want to see 
and would also buy. 

Later I learned that Briggs Body Company had built 521 of these 229A service car bodies for Ford Motor Company in 
1931, and that they were a slow seller because of the depression and at $590.00 plus extra for duals and wide running 
boards and fenders, many were opting to build their own wreckers and tow trucks 'using used tucks and even big cars 
cut down. It was until the early part of 1934 before the last of these wrecker bodies were sold. 

1 stored the truck for 30 years. Then took it apart and for the next 20 years would periodically complete some area of 
restoration. Finally untold hours were spent on the truck from November 2018 until just days before we left for the Cen-
tral National Meet in August of this year. 

It was rewarding that others thought it worthy of a first place in the 32-53 commercial touring class. 

Before the truck was dismantled pictures were taken which indicated it had belonged to Snyder Garage at 407 10th 
Street South, Minneapolis. Phone Main 0151. 

This spring with the help of TCRG# 46 fellow members, Dave Dahlin and Ellen Reeves the Snyder Garage owners story 
would be discovered. 

John Pillsbury Snyder was born January 8, 1888, the only child of a prominent Minnesota couple. His mother was the 
daughter of Minnesota Governor John Sargent Pillsbury of the milling family, his father Frederick Beal Snyder, an at-
torney and President of the University of Minnesota 

In 1912 John P. Snyder married and the couple honeymooned in Europe. John was a franchised Fiat dealer and wished 
to visit the factory in Italy. While in London before departing to the United States they switched passage to the Titanic. 
Snyder and his wife survived the sinking of the ship. 

In 43 years his garage never had a lock on his door, it never closed. He serviced guest vehicles and provided inside stor-
age for the large hotels in that Minneapolis down town area, in addition to the usual garage business. He advertised the 
garage as a luxury automobile garage. 

In an interview with George Will, Minneapolis Tribune, 1955, he claimed that 50,000 visitors a year entrusted their ve-
hicles to him. John served a term in the Minnesota legislature in the twenties and also served on the board of directors of 
various insurance and mining companies, but his main interest throughout life was cars and trucks. 

In my estimation his great accomplishment was the good sense to buy that handsome 1934 BB 131 1/2" wheel base V-8 
four speed truck equipped with the outstanding 229 A Service Car Body and Manley Crane. 
Fate would leave that truck to me WOW! 
The truck had 1960 license plates when I bought it. John died July 23, 1959 of a heart attack while on the Woodhill 
Country Club Golf Course in Orono, Minnesota. He was 71 years old. 

1934 Ford Auburn Winner, The Rest of The Story.  By Paul Omen 
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 Membership Meeting Minutes  September 4,,2019   

Location : St Michael Lutheran Church Twenty- five members were present. President Mike Erickson call the 
meeting to order at 7:36 pm.        
 A. Treasurer - Roger W. Reported that we are in the black and a small profit was made at the New 
Brighton Show.       
 B. Secretary - Gary R. Prior minutes were approved, no changes.   
 C. Membership - Gordy D. Absent from meeting. Seventy-nine members were last reported. 
 D. Editor - Bill G. - Need some articles for the Rumble Sheet  
Old Business -               
  1. Highland Fest had a good turnout and was successful.        
   2. New Brighton Car Show had 205 cars and 25 swappers.       
   3. Bill Blood - Church Ladies Show – Sunday Nov 10, 2pm. See Rumble Sheet for details. 
Send your money in to Bill Blood ($38.00) per person. Needs a commitment soon       
  4. First Lady Lynn E. is working on the Web site. Changes are in the works, details to follow   
  5. Kent T. is working on a fall tour. The plan is for a one-day tour on October 5,2019                                                                      
  6. Kent is also working on a day tour for Sept 14th that will visit the Gene Hetland 1932 Ford 
Collection. Lunch to follow. A special invitation will be E-mailed out to members.                                                  
  7. Mike E. is working on a plan to have club jackets and possible shirts made with the club 
logo on the items. He has found a vendor to produce the items and is asking for input as to what styles the 
members would like to have produced. He has a book from the vendor that can be viewed at our meetings. 
New Business – Our next breakfast meeting will be held at the Louisiana Café on Sept 19, 2019. 
  1.There are three board members whose terms expire the end of the year. They are Ron Chris-
tensen, Tom Murray and Roger Wothe. If you would like to be a board member, please contact a board mem-
ber with your intensions.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:56pm.                                                          
 Meeting Program: Mike E. gave us a critique of the Auburn National Meet. A nice time was had by the mem-
bers, and they enjoyed the tours and museums.  
Then Ron Long put together a slide show from the Driftless Tour our club put on in July and projected that on 
a screen for the benefit of the members. A first class presentation. 
Submitted by Gary Rosenberger 

Board Meeting Minutes September 19, 2019 

Location: Louisiana Café, St Paul---- Start time 10:35 AM.          
In attendance were Mike Erickson, Kent Tabako, Gary Rosenberger, Roger Wothe, Gordy Ditmanson, Ron 
Christensen, and Bill Gillies. Missing were Tom Murray and Steve Seidl.  
Sixteen members attended breakfast.                                     
 A. Treasure’s Report- Roger W. We have money in the treasury. See Rogers report for expenses from 
last month.                                       
 B. Secretary Report- Gary R. Minutes were approved from last meeting.     
 C. Membership- Gordy D. We have 78 members on the roaster.        
 D. Editor- Bill G. Bill wants someone to write a recap of the Hetland Tour. No one raised their hand         
 E. Upcoming events.               
  1. Oct. 5th Fall Tour – Kent Tabako, Tour to Mankato – Details to follow.        
  2. Nov.10 at 2pm – Church Basement Ladies Play – Contact Liz Blood           
 F. Old Business.                                                              

Continued page 10 
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 Gene Hetland “Deuce Heaven” Tour 2019 by Gary Rosenberger 

 On Saturday September 14th we had another nice summer day. Our club was invited to tour the home and 
garages of Gene Hetland. Gene and his wife live in the country on the north side of the cities nestled on the 
banks of the Rum River. We all drove independently to Gene’s home and I am finding it more challenging to 
drive in my 1951 Mercury every year. The speed limit gaining entrance to the freeway is 55 mph, however, if 
you do not come down the ramp doing 70 mph you have the chance of turning your classic into a pile of rub-
ble. It is reminisced of the days going to the Friday night demolition derby. It is a free for all on our highways 
and a good work out for my new kick down switch. We all arrived at 10 am and parked our cars, there were 
26 guests* with 6 old Fords and 1 Mercury. The tour started off with a bang, as Gene has a replica of a Civil 
War canon pointed towards the governor’s mansion. There may be a fight if they try to take Gene’s gun 
away. The firing was a beautiful display of the firepower that was used 155 years ago. We can only be thank-
ful we live in the land of the free because of the brave. We then toured the collection of Gene’s 1932 Fords. 
The first year that Henry Ford showcased the flat head engine to which most of us hold dear to our hearts. 
Gene has one of every kind of body style, and to see the original interiors and finishes and even some acces-
sories from those times is truly remarkable. Gene has a beautiful collection of low mileage vehicles of which 
most have not been restored. In another building we saw a few ’32 that have been altered. No matter what 
you do to those cars they remain true classics. Along with the cars he has a wonderful collection of period 
memorabilia surrounding the cars and it puts you back into the time period. I could hear a silent whisper as I 
toured the collection. “A chicken in every pot and a car in every garage”. What a great campaign promise that 
would be. It was a beautiful setting and collection to be able to tour and really was breathtaking We were so 
fortunate to have been invited to tour Gene’s collection. I have heard about this collection for years and we 
finally got a chance to see it in person. The tour ended with a bang, equal to the beginning of the tour, with a 
cannon blast. Our club wants to the thank the Hetlands for their generosity and taking time to share their col-
lection with us. We also want to thank Kent and Cathy Tabako for setting up the tour and the Pizza Party af-
ter the tour. Another great tour and thanks to all who came. 
* Members Viv & Mike Timmerman were here on their annual fall visit. Great they could join us. 

Photos by R. Long 
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I go to many garage sales and Estate sales.   Can not remember what I paid.  I am sure it wasn’t over 
$10.00.  Ten or more years ago.   I am sure it was way later than 1999 because I wasn’t buying much in that 
era.  When I got the last Rumble Sheet I looked for the book in my many Nooks and crannies.    Found it safe 
in my bottom dresser drawer with my socks to protect it and keep it in mint condition.   I never finished read-
ing it back then.   But now am up to page 107 after 4 days reading off and on.  I do have a 1924 Model T Ford 
Touring car and am in the Model T Ford club here in MN.   I bought my Model T about 40 years ago in Edina 
MN. For $50.00.   Our friend Paul Dudek hauled it to my home on his trailer.    I said thank you and have a 
good day.    He said he wasn’t leaving until he got it running.  Ten minutes later he got it running and drove it 
around my back yard.   I haven’t run it since and most likely never will.    Gary Weyrauch. 

Only Gary  W. 

Last month I reported on a book that I thought might interest the Rumble Sheet readership. Not long after I 
get a note from Gary W. with five pictures of the book cover front and back along  with an autograph from 
the author. Two of the pictures was an newspaper article from Duluth telling about the author and family and 
about his writing the book. 
I then ask Gary where he got the book and the below E-mails describe his finding the book. 
One thing he didn’t mention was the ticket for the Motel “T” ride, Wednesdays (weather  providing). 
Ed. 

I got a call the week of September 17th from our Michigan member.  Yes Mark Crichton. 

He was calling to let me know that he and Jan were going to be in town the weekend of September 20-22 and 
if I would be home.   I told him that I would be in the city, but not home.  Seems he and Jan are downsizing 
and had some items that he was sure that I would know how to take care of.  I gave him the code to my gar-
age, and Mary came home to a whole lot of stuff. 

Back issues of the V-8 TIMES, Winona Meet shirts, mugs, books, Ford signs and a used 1937 Ford steering 
wheel.  
I am suggesting that I place these items on the Early Ford V-8 Club classified ads and sell them like I did with 
Bruce Johnson's books, and then add the funds to the Club treasury. (although I don’t think that the  
shirts, back issues of the V-8 TIMES and steering wheel will be a big draw--so those will be brought to a 
meeting). I will do all the work (photos, posting the ads) and handle the shipping etc. just like I did with BJ's 
items.  Bruce Nelson 

Now the rest of the story.  
My Ford Tramps book I received and auto-
graphed by the Tramp. Mary really got a 
good find. These books are worth thou-
sands. 

Visitor from the past drops stuff off.  

Book Review, continued .  Ford Tramps 
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Why Do They Do It?  

Hobbyist Estate For Sale 

The quick answer is that it’s only a Chev truck ad—forget it! 
The distasteful ads with “real” people changing from Fords and Rams to Chevs is phony enough.  The newest 
ad is actually insulting.  This last ad plays to nostalgia with vintage to current slamming of pick-up tailgates. 
This culminates in the newest “automatic” taking all the work out of this heavy task.  The first few old tail-
gates require hooks to keep them closed.  But, of course, they couldn’t take time to latch them for that would 
prevent the slamming rhythm.  Also, of course, not latching them would result in their cargo to spill out on the 
road as soon as they moved ahead.  One is moved to ask; who cares?  The answer is me for one.  Contempt for 
the public they hope to sell to seems the best way for the real “Real” people to reject them. Oh Well, maybe 
Chev wannabe truckers really are dumber that Ford and Ram truck buyers. After all who would be content in 
the knowledge they are “real” and shouldn’t have to lift that heavy tailgate and that should be the two main 
reasons to spend $40,000 + on a new truck. 
Cliff Helling 

Eight acres, 40 X70 shop with hoist and compressor, storage buildings 40 X 70 and  40 X 5. Plus 3 bedroom 
home located near Water Town, MN  952-797-2224. 
Thanks Cliff Helling  

  1. Gene Hetland tour – Good turnout 26 people 7 old Fords.        
  2. Board Rotation – Roger Wothe, Ron Christensen, and Tom Murray will stay on board un-
less someone else wants the job.                          
  3. New club jackets are being considered. Mike E. is working on a deal with Lee’s Pro Shop 
of Pine City. They have a set up price of $100. to $120.00     The board is considering paying that charge 
from funds raised at an upcoming auction. Then the club could use our logo on future jackets, shirts and 
hats. Mike is working on the details and he will keep us informed.      
 
 G. New Business.               
  1. Changes to Dues renewal cards. Some changes are in the works to make the cards more 
user-friendly. Update forthcoming.           
  2. January Banquet – Tom Murray has volunteered to be chairman of the banquet which may 
be held at the Cherokee again this year. Possible date January 19, 2020. A silent auction at the banquet is 
being considered with items donated to the club from Bob Parmelee. If you want to donate an item for the 
auction contact a board member.                
 H. Other               
  I. Membership Meeting Activities.            
  1. Oct 2. Membership meeting – Fireside Room in the church.              
   2. Nov 6. A presentation by Bruce Nelson – Old Ford plant history.           
  3. Dec 4. Christmas Party                                 
 J. Next Board meeting – Oct. 17, 2019  
Adjourned 11:24 AM  
Respectfully Submitted Gary Rosenberger  

Board Meeting Notes continued 
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Support our Advertisers! 

For Sale;  ‘ 36 Tool Bag consisting of: Two open end 
wrenches, Adjustable wrench, screwdriver, pliers, spark 
plug/cylinder head wrench. 

$80.00; 2 x 36 Shift Knobs (1836  to 1936 Dallas) (Ford 
Rotunda) $25.00 both: Window Crank, Gray, New $10.00; 
Correct Hose Clamp $1.00; Front Spring Bolt, New $2.00; 7 
x SP484 Spark Plugs New $10.00 for 7; 1 x 516 Spark Plug 
$1.50; Battery Hold Down Top Bracket New $8.00; 2 x 36 
Tail Light Used $2.00; Box Misc Screws and Bolts Nace-
wicz Used $5.00; 32-48 Gas Cap Chrome Used $5.00; 37+ 
Disassembled Fuel Pump w/Glass Bowl $25.00 OR BEST 
OFFER ON ANY OF THE ABOVE 

Contact Gary Isaacson                651-430-9009  

Add 
$2.50 
to  
Ship-
ping 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 
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