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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $20 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2017 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Gary Isaacson   651-430-9009     
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091  
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103   
     Ron Christensen  763-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
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Happy Birthday 

 November 2   Jean Shuck 

November 10   Tom Murray 

November 13   Jerry Felton 

November 13   Kate Pautz 

November 19  Paul Oman 

November 23   Duane Adams 

November 25  Jan Langenbach 

November 30  Linda Nelson 

GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

Louisiana Café Selby & 
Dale. 9 AM start time. 
Thanks to Joel for setting it 
up. 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

 Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lu-
theran Church, 1660 West County 
Road B, Roseville, MN 55113‐4073, 
(651) 631‐1510 
Directions: From North or South: I‐
35W to Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit 
Snelling South, turn right at first stop 
light (County Road B) look for church 
on left.  OR I‐35E to Hwy 36, west on 
Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right 
at first stop light (County Road B) look 
for church on left.  Plenty of parking 

What’s going on? 

· TCRG banquet scheduled for January 20,  2019 at 
the Cherokee Tavern, St Paul.  

· Mumble or hum Xmas carols at the December 
Meeting, You once knew the words but that’s OK. 

· National Tour in the planning stages for 2019 

Car Show For Seniors 

Seven Club members brought their cars  show at the Benedictine 
Health Center in Innsbruck. Bruce Nelson and Mary Hyberg, Gary 
Rosenberger, Joel Bergstrom, Bill Gay, Ron and Liz Long, Kent and 
Cathy, and myself. 
It was a chilly day but they wheeled out the residents and showed 
them the cars.  One resident, Carl, was in his nineties so the club 
members could breath easy as we were not older than the residents. 
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 May Meeting 

Kent T.  Explaining the finer points of 
packing wheel bearings to a bunch of 
members that appeared to have never 
packed a bearing. 
He also demonstrated the removal and 
replacing  the race  in the brake drum. 
Told the correct way a wheel bearing seal 
is installed in the drum. 
A hand out was passed out with the cor-
rect way to seat a front wheel  bearing 
once it was cleaned and packed with 
fresh grease. 
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Fall Tour - Fountain City 2018                      by Gary Rosenberger                                     

                                   
It had rained for 9 straight days and we had not seen the sun in that length of time. The Friday before our 
trip saw a break in the weather pattern and the sun did appear briefly. Saturday, the day of our trip started 
out cloudy but as we headed south and east from the Twin Cities it started to clear somewhat. I saw a leaf 
tour map on TV before we left on the trip and it looked like a 50% chance that the leaves had turned color 
in our area. I have less faith in these reports. I would have said 5% change in color. The traffic was heavier 
than normal as everyone wanted to get out of the house. The back roads were a blessing with no traffic and 
the asphalt was smooth as glass. Going on the tour were the Long’s, Dahlin’s, Ditmanson’s, Carney’s, Gil-
lies, Erickson’s, Suhsen’s, Tabako’s, and Rosenberger’s. We traveled down Hy 61 out of Lake City to Wa-
basha and crossed the “Old Muddy Mississippi”. Traveling down Hy 35 to Fountain City we stopped at the 
Monarch Public House for lunch. It is one of Wisconsin’s oldest bars, open since 1894. After lunch we split 
up into two groups and one group went up the hill To Elmer’s car and toy collection. Elmer was feeling bet-
ter and was answering questions for the group. The other group that I was a member of toured down to 
Galesville, WI to club member Ron Knappen’s phone store. The name of the store is Phoneco, Inc and it is 
a real treasure. Ron repairs, restores and sells every kind of phone that you can imagine. He has a store a 
block long with 4 stories full of phones, parts, and repair equipment. That store is only a part of his total 
inventory. Ron informed us of the decline in the phone business. The down turn in the interest in antiques 
and the cell phones have hurt the business and Ron is just trying to hang on. Just another case of technology 
changing our lives and not necessary for the better. A big thanks to Ron for giving us a tour of his business. 
We then met up with the rest of the group and headed back toward the cities on the back roads. Not much 
for colored leaves but the roads were nice and most everyone was cheerful except one guy.( Not true) We 
kept losing members as they wanted to head for home before sun down. We ended up with 6 couples for 
dinner in Lake City. When we left Lake City it was dark, and we traveled together to Hastings where we 
split up again and I had the Ditmanson’s take the lead as their brake lights were not working. I was follow-
ing behind Gordy when I saw an oncoming car passing and he was in our lane. As he cut in at the last mi-
nute it appeared he only missed Gordy’s car by a few feet. A very close call and we were fortunate. A good 
trip with no break downs or boil overs. Cars or people. Thanks to everyone who came along for the ride. 
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The calendar said "October 13"; the thermometer said "37 degrees"; and eighteen Twin Cities Regional 
Group Early Ford V-8 members (8 classic and one modern car) said "let's head south towards Winona on a 
fall tour." So, that's what we did!  Including Dave and Ellen in their 1940 Ford Rag Top with the top down!! 

We left Inver Grove Heights via Highway 52 and soon we got to quieter roads, thanks to our leader, Gary R.  
We enjoyed the rambling roads, sun shine and colorful foliage.  We enjoyed a great meal at the Monarch 
Public House (an Irish Pub) in Fountain City, WI.  After our meal, the group split up.  Some went to an old 
telephone repair shop (we didn't, so hopefully some one else with write an article about that) and the rest of 
the group went to Elmer's Auto and Toy Museum in Fountain City.  WOW- if you haven't had the pleasure 
to visit this museum, I would highly recommend it.  Some of my highlights from the five buildings includ-
ed: a Corvette with five and one half miles on it, 1933 Rolls Royce, massive (greater than 700) pedal car 
collection, antique tool room and the toy collection. Some of the toys dated back to the 1800's.  The list 
could go on and on.  It is truly a must see. Check out the website at www.Elmersautoandtoymuseum.com.. 

When done looking at treasures, some members left for home while the rest of us continued to tour the Wis-
consin countryside.  It should be noted that we drove past Nelson Creamery twice and didn't stop in for ice 
cream-what the heck??   

October 13th Tour to Elmer's    Lynn Erickson 



7 

Sat. Lunch in Winona!  Note: this is the only time 
on the trip that the women sat with their husbands 
and survived the togetherness !. History was be-
ing made. 

Normal seating arrangement, women want to be by 
themselves, not up to interesting conversation with the 
men. How would they know what they’re missing?  Ed.  

The quick Answer: If you have a lot of stuff and you are concerned about money- sell now and the quicker the 
better. If money is only part of it and nostalgia is also considered, then read this article. 
By anyone’s count I had a lot of old Ford stuff. Three or four years ago I got rid of my body and mechanical 
stuff. At that time I was probably on the last edge of it being worth anything at all.  I was absorbed with the 
number of interested buyers at the time and was lucky “Douglass” a buyer from Sweden was interested since 
they are about 20 years behind us in restoring old Fords. 
 
We spend years running down parts and putting them away all the time considering not their worth on the 
market but their worth to us. That is as it should be of course since its “our” hobby. 
We again consider only the need and relative cost at the time which is tempered with emotion to be sure.  I am 
as guilty of this as you are.  In the back of my head I valued not by the market but by my personal wants and 
needs.  I, of course know people who loved the ‘30s and ‘40s stuff were dying out as well as anyone. In retro-
spect getting rid of the heavy big body, chassis and engine stuff was ok because trying to sell that on the inter-
net with the shipping and hassle just isn’t practical at all. As for timing I can’t say it was good or bad because I 
never considered it.  I was wearing out in my interest and ability and unable to keep up the pace I was on.  So 
the timing took care of itself. So too did this timing of the memorabilia since we are now selling our place.  I 
wasn’t willing to depend on local customers since that hadn’t worked out well on the big stuff prior.  So the 
auction where the internet was involved really was my only choice. 
 
I decided to go with “Grafe Auctions” after discussing it with several people, including Roger Carlson (Little 
Dearborn), who helped me a great deal in preparation.  The auction was both live and on the internet.  This 
was necessary for there wasn’t enough of a turn out expected to be successful without it. 
 
Still I was disappointed when only 3 or 4 V8 people showed up in person.  I suppose that could be expected 
since few people are building cars now days.  In spite of that I would have liked some of the stuff to go to lo-
cal friends, but it is what it is and that is to acknowledge that our club is getting old and has changed a great 
deal in 45 plus years with many members like me, are thinking of downsizing, not collecting. 
 
I would say the auction went as well as one can hope.  The auction company sent out three people and they 
(and Roger and me) got it all organized with about 800 lots.  I felt things went pretty cheap especially shop 
related items.  While there were few bidders in person, I have to face the fact that my value system relating to 
those items and their worth was irrelevant in this situation.  Lots of stuff went into the dumpster.  I would say 
enough to almost outfit a going shop. There is the consolation that the people who got stuff (even at a low 
price) hopefully will make good use of it.   I sure did over the last 25 plus years out here in the shop. 
 
I did retain my hand tools for those going away would have made me feel very naked and empty. 
My son will eventually get them along with the two cars and only a few items of memorabilia that I kept.  I 
made up my mind to get rid of all of it and steel myself not to make any (many) exceptions.  I pretty much did 
that and everything went one way or the other. Every single thing had a story and meaning so it had to be a 
total break or I never would have gotten around to selling anything.   
 
Departing with your possessions collected and often treasured over the years is an emotional experience.  But 
like giving up smoking cold turkey or over a series of steps – I can’t advise my friends facing similar decisions 
for I’m afraid it hurts no matter which way you do it.  While the friendship and camaraderie remain with the  

What Do I Do With All This Stuff? 
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November’s  President's Message 

(Cliff continued from previous page) 

hobby, the glue for me was the hands on work that wound my clock.  Building stuff then using it is the best 
turn on. 
 
Maybe Gary Weyrauch in our club has the best solution.  I asked him when he was going to get rid of all his 
stuff.  He said, “I’m not, the kids can put it all in a dumpster when I’m gone but I’ll enjoy it when I’m here”. 
Sounds good to me “if” you can afford it, I couldn’t.    
Cliff Helling 

  

Well, it's already November, the car shows, tours and Wednesday, Friday, Saturday cruise nights are done 
for the year. It's time to find and fix those new annoying squeaks and rattles that appeared last summer and 
put the car to bed . It had a busy year; it made it to 12 car shows, the Texas tour in Tyler, TX in April, the 
Grand National Meet in Dearborn, Michigan in June and the Montana National tour in August plus the three 
TCRG tours: the spring tour to Winona, the Veit museum in Aug. and the fall tour to Fountain City, WI. and 
Elmer's museum. I enjoyed the 5,842 miles we put on the '37 this year; all the people we met and talked to at 
the different events. That's what being a TCRG member is all about. 

Even though the car events are done for the year, we still need articles for the Rumble sheet. If you have a 
project car you're working on, send in a couple pictures and a brief article. Also, we only have 29 pictures of 
members' cars on our photo gallery page on our web page- send a picture and we'll add it to the gallery. 

Some of the upcoming events will be the Christmas party at the December meeting. The annual Banquet will 
be January 20th at the Cherokee Tavern in West St. Paul. More details later. 

Mike Erickson 

Note the  
difference 
between these 
two pictures 
at the Seniors 
Car Show. 
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  Meeting Minutes  October 3, 2018 

                                                        
      
Meeting Location: St Michaels’ Lutheran Church, Roseville , MN   
In attendance were 22 members.  
President Mike Erickson called the meeting to order at 7:12 pm.              
A. Treasure’s Report- Roger W. was absent but the treasury is fine.   
B. Secretary’s Report- Gary R. The minutes were approved from last month.     
C. Joel B. We currently have 81 paid members.      
D. Editor- Bill G. Send in those articles so Bill can fill the pages of the Rumble Sheet.  
  
Old Business: The Wednesday night car tours on September 19th in Stillwater and Victoria were cancelled 
because of rain.       
Plans for our Christmas Banquet scheduled for January 20, 2019 are moving forward. The Cherokee Grill is 
the location for the event. Gary I. recently had dinner at the Cherokee and said they had a nice dinner.  
Fall Tour- Plans to visit Fountain City and tour the local area. Plans are being firmed up.    
Six members have volunteered to be part of a team to look into the possibility of hosting a National Car Tour 
in 2019 or 2020. They are Bill Gillies, Joel Bergstrom, Gary Isaacson, Gordy Ditmanson, Gary Rosenberger, 
and Mike Erickson.         
The current board will be two members short as Joel Bergstrom and Gary Isaacson’s tours have been ful-
filled. Please consider volunteering to fill their position’s on the board. No experience necessary.   
New Business: Benedictine Health Center at Innsbruck, short car review for residences on Tuesday October 
23, at 2 pm. Lasts about an hour. Bruce Nelson chairman.        
All Ford Picnic- Dunwoody location reserved for June 2, 2019    
October 18, 2018- Gentleman’s breakfast scheduled for Woodbury Café.     
 Ron Long reminded everyone of Cliff Helling’s auction on September 27, 2018. Auction starts at 
10AM  ??? Even though the auction was last week!       
Roger Wothe’s letter to the board regarding the rising costs of preparing and mailing the Rumble Sheet. We 
need more members to receive the RS via E-mail. Further discussion is needed.    
Mike E. proposed a breakfast tour to a Power Plant in Becker, MN.   
Gordy D. mentioned that Caroline Rosdahl would be part of the Mn Gopher’s football team marching band 
on Saturday. The team plays Iowa at the U of M football field.  
       
The final event to close out the meeting was a demonstration given by Kent Tabako on how to pack wheel 
bearings. Thanks to Kent for another thorough tech talk on how to keep our old iron on the road.     
Respectfully submitted Gary R. 
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Ice Cream at 10AM at Nelsons 

Trying to decide  if we are supposed to meet here or some where else. The decision was made and off we 
went turning the wrong way. After correcting the error we met the others coming to meet us. 
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Support our Advertisers! 

For Sale; Eight acre auto hobby farm for sale. 

Complete shop, two pole barns and house.  
C. Helling 952-797-2224 

For Sale; 1936 Ford ‘LB’ complete, running 

engine. Cane out of a 63000 mile car. Paper shows 
it was overhauled 20000 miles before. $2500.00 or 
reasonable offer. Milt 612-720-8882 

FOR SALE ‘35-’36 6 volt Electronic Dis-
tributor (3 hole) $80.00   NEED ‘35 Bump-
ers Tom Donahue Box 35, Mound, MN 
55364  612-799-8017 

When small men begin to cast big shadows, it 
means the sun is about to set.  Lin Yutaug, Writer 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 

 


