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Inside… 

· Ron Long’s pictures of the Highland Fest on Sunday 

· August Meeting on Sat. Aug. 4th. Details in Pres. Message 

· Stock Yard Days, August 12th, still time to sign up to work. 

· Noel Bayne will give a talk on wire crimping ends at Sept Meet-
ing. 

New Member Wm & Carolyn McCarthy’s 39 Standard Ford 
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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $20 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2017 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Gary Isaacson   651-430-9009     
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091  
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Ted Cross   320-267-8340 
Current Board Members    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103   
     Ron Christensen  763-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 



3 

Happy Birthday 

 August 1 Rose Ann Bergstrom 

August 10  Eiko Seidl 

August 13   Cindy Flores 

August 16  Keith Hillstrom 

August 27   Cheryl Granlund 

GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

 

Highland Café & Bakery on 
Ford parkway. You know the 
place always a good turnout. 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

 Saturday August 4   Meet in  
Albertville, exit 202 off 94 at Emma’s 
Express, The Shell Gas Station on the 
right at the top of the ramp. 
12:15  Departing for a 30 Minute drive 
to tour Veit Automotive Foundation 
Museum. After the Museum a tour to 
Princeton Steakhouse for Supper. 
Let Mike know if you are coming 

TCRG Notices 

We are saddened to announce the following:  
Paul L Dudek, . Age 83, of Edina, passed away  July 6, 
2018. Paul and his wife, Joanne,  have been good 
friends and club members since 1981.  They enjoyed 
driving their cars, displaying  them, and entertaining 
club members; be that in Hershey, Iola or Edina.  Paul 
belonged to several car clubs and so enjoyed the peo-
ple as well as the cars. 
Zack Meaders, grandson of Bob and Judy Parmelee 
passed away July 23 in Plano, Texas. Bob and Judy 
moved to Texas to help daughter Karen and her hus-
band John  raise their  twin boys.  Zach and his twin, 
Josh, graduated from High School this spring. Zach was 
very involved with Bob’s current pickup project.  

Note from Bruce 
The Club is still looking for a few good volunteers to fill out the sign up sheet of workers for the 
2018 New Brighton Stockyard Days Car Show and Swap Meet. 

We need workers for the main gate.  Those that classify the incoming vehicles and collect the entry 
fee.  Not hard to do as we supply you with the "cheat sheet" and all you have to do is ask the year 
of the vehicle from the owner.  

Questions?  Contact Bruce and he will be glad to instruct.  We also need a few worker for the reg-
istration table.  Most of these are later in the day, so you still will have time to sleep in or make the 
morning church service. 
 
 

 
On this date in 1903, the Ford Motor Company sold its first car, the Model A. Ford used all the  
letters of the alphabet from A to T, but not all of them were manufactured and sold; most were just 
prototypes  

History Note July 23rd 
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Filler from the ed.  

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE YOUNGER V8 MEMBERS. 

It is refreshing to see younger people take an active interest in the old Ford hobby and become 
members of TCRG, I welcome you, but I must throw in a word of caution. 

As our club matures and the average age of members creeps up, please make allowances for our 
being hard of hearing, short tempers, short attention span and not wanting to change. Excuse our 
old clothes that may smell a little peculiar, which may be due to gear oil or from having spent too 
long under a car or possibly a leaky valve.  Most of us were in our 20’s and 30’s when TCRG, 
started and some of us have not aged as well as our cars. Most of the original members drove 
early Ford V8’s as daily transportation and we knew the old timers, (who really were not so old at 
the time), who worked on these cars everyday for a living. These mechanics, many of whom were 
WW II vets, have passed on and with them goes the know how, quirks and fixes of the Ford V8. 

So now we are the “experts” of the Flathead always with an answer or opinion, full of correct and 
not so correct answers to your questions. 

I  sometimes sluff off a question as I’ve heard it so many times before and the answer will not be 
the one you want to hear. I sometimes sit back and listen to the misinformation being given and 
like Henry Ford maybe it’ll work this time. 

As a new member or younger club member try to be understanding and a little tolerant of the old-
er members. We grew up with these cars and that maybe why they don’t seem as important to us 
as to you. 

I think back to driving these cars in the days when they were only a few years old and they never 
quit, but if they did you could always find a part or mechanic. Now I think as I drive what could 
stump me if it stopped and what would I do? Do I have the right spare parts or tools in the trunk? 
The one thing I did learn is that I can always get home, even on a holiday. I’ve rented a U-Haul 
truck and trailer in the UP of Michigan on the 4th of July to get home. 

To our younger members; just get out there and drive your cars and enjoy them. Don’t be afraid if 
they quit running along the road you can always get home one way or another. 

If you have a question for me about an old Ford, be sure you have my attention and then speak 
up and I’ll try to help you with your problem, it may take a couple of tries but we’ll get it resolved 
or find the right club member or vendor that can fix the problem. 

Dobie 
 
Something I wrote a long time ago but still OK 
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Former member Tom Campbell's  ‘50 Merc 

Larry & Twylah Suhsen’s ‘53 Merc 
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Summer is slipping by, way to fast.  Where does the time go? Our Highland fest car show and 
swap meet  was well attended, we had 56 cars and about 6 swappers. It was a beautiful sunny 
day. Thanks to Bruce Nelson and Tom Murray for organizing this event and all the other members 
who helped with handing out windshield cards and parking. Also thanks to every one who brought 
their old Fords. On a sad note, one of our long time members, Paul Dudek passed away on July 
6th. Our thoughts and prayers are with the Dudek family in this time of sorrow. August is full of ac-
tivities to get those old Fords, Mercury's and Lincoln's out and put some miles on them. See the list 
of upcoming events in Rumble Sheet. Some of these are new this year, if you have any questions  
give me a call 320-396-2473 or send me an email mikeandlynn@northlc.com and I can give you 
more information. Also there are still some openings for volunteer's at the New Brighton car show 
and swap meet. Invite your friends and neighbors  to bring their old cars of any type so we have a 
good turn out, as this is  one of our two club fund raisers. I hope to see you and your cars at the 
upcoming events. We are also trying to setting up a Wednesday night cruise to Victoria and Stillwa-
ter Shows. More details at the next meeting. 

Mike Erickson 
Upcoming events 

Friday August 3rd - Braham Pie Day - Small car show, arts and crafts flea market. Pie to purchase 
by the piece or whole pies. Live music. Fun day. Contact Mike Erickson for more information if your 
interested. 

Saturday August 4 -  Veit car museum  tour Aug. meeting and drive to Frontier Steak house in 
Princeton for dinner. 

Saturday August 11- Put up fence for New Brighton car show 

Sunday August 12 -  New Brighton Car Show and swap meet 

Thursday August 16 - Geezer breakfast , Highland Café & Grill, Ford Parkway, St. Paul 

Friday August 17- Nowthen Pioneer Power Show. Free admission to show if you drive your old car 
and display it in the Car show area. And if you are interested you can cruise over to the Car show 
about 8 miles away in St. Francis that evening. 

Sunday August 26-31  Montana National Tour 

Wednesday September 5th -Membership meeting.  Noel B will be giving a demonstration on wiring 
connections 
 
Future Things to do; Friday & Saturday Cruise nights as a group. Set dates to  possible locations, 
Hastings, North St. Paul, Victoria, and Stillwater. 
 
The Club is looking for someone to take over the Archives as Jerry Felton having done it for many 
years would like a change.  
 
I, (the Editor), wonder if we even need the Archives? Has anyone ever looked up something from 
the past? The picture albums are like looking at your grandmothers  old pictures and try to identify 
who or what the picture is about. Let the board know what you think. 

August Rumble Sheet President's Message 
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Normal seating arrangement, women want to be by 
themselves, not up to interesting conversation with the 
men. How would they know what they’re missing?  Ed.  

 

The first thing everyone was asking was  “How many cars did we have last year?”.  Well, accord-
ing to the numbers – 58 in 2018, 41 in 2017 and 48 in 2016.  Keep track of those numbers – 
there will be a test.  We now know just about what our space capacity is. 

It did look like rain at 8:00 am.  But, the 5th annual Highland Fest All Ford Car and Truck Show 
looked like it was going to have a great day.  This year the show was again sponsored by Lloyd’s 
Automotive.  Once again, we were only missing a Model T and a tandem axle truck.  The oldest 
vehicle was a 1929 Model A and the newest was a 2013 Taurus. 

I believe I counted 13 member’s cars on display and two former members (the Campbell broth-
ers).  Thanks again to Tom Murray for being the co-chair.  This year we tried a swap from your 
trunk idea.  I am not sure if it was successful or not, but I did purchase something.  We certainly 
had a constant flow of people looking at the cars and trucks. 

I made the presentation at 1:00 pm, because of a last minute cancelation by author Brian 
McMahon.  The topic was ‘Twin Cities Ford Assembly Plant Highland Park, from beginning to 
end’.  It was held on the second floor of the Ford Parkway Library and was attended by 37 per-
sons. 

Tom and I believe we will chair this again next year, we hope that you still want to be part of it.  
Thanks for coming out! 

2018 Highland Fest All Ford Show by Bruce Nelson 

Lots of Experts and opinions, R. Long holds 
the fix (the hammer) for Kent. 
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Gene Sonnen’s 1940 Woody 

Two old guys vending their wares 

Red-White-& Blue! 
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Support our Advertisers! 

For Sale; 1990 Mazda Miata 

Red Miata for sale.  This car has spent winters in garages its 
entire life.  Fun hot little roadster.  Equipped with power steer-
ing, AC (not working), power windows, 5 speed manual trans-
mission, Hard top and new tires.  About 88, 000 miles on it.  It 
Is a two0wner car.  I bought this from my sister-n-law in 2007.  
She had owned it from new.  The car is all original to the best 
of my knowledge. 
Asking $4850 
Contact Bill Coppage 
Phone 612-670-9706 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 

 


