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¨ No Meeting in March / Ash Wednesday  

¨ March Winds Doth Blow and We Shall Have Snow! 

¨ Activities Abound! Page 5 

¨ New French Lake Auto Parts, Inc. Updated Info. Page 11 



    

 

Twin Cities Regional Group Information 
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8 
Club of America and is sent to all current members and ad-
vertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8 Club of 
America, and is a non-profit corporation in the state of Min-
nesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor Compa-
ny vehicles and related historical materials from the era of 
the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and 
Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

MeetingsMembership meetings of the TCRG 
are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
almost every month at a site announced in the 
Rumble Sheet.  Change of   time or site will also 
be announced in the Rumble Sheet. 
MembershipMembership dues for the TCRG 
are $20 per calendar year.  Membership in the 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America (the National 
Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group. 
Submitting MaterialPlease send all materials 
for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 Crystal 
Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-mail 
wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble Sheet material 
deadline is the 15th of the month.  E-mail body 
content (not attachment) is preferred. 
AdvertisingClassified ads are free to TCRG  
members, and will run for three consecutive 
months.  Display ads (business card size) will 
run for 12 issues at a cost of $30.  Check under 
ad for last appearance. 
WebsiteTCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2017 Board of Directors 
President    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Vice President          
Secretary    Gary Isaacson   651-430-9009  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091  
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    Jerry Felton   952-873-6754 
Media Director    Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Ted Cross   320-267-8340 
Current Board Members    Mike Erickson    320-396-2473 
     Gary Rosenberger   651-451-2937  
     Bruce Nelson    651-482-8940   
     Ron Christensen   76.3-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
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Support our Advertisers! 

Your Ad could be here!!! 

$30 a year gets your Ad out to 
members and others. 

Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will run 
for three consecutive months. (removal month is in pa-
renthesis) 

· 1 Ton Folding Engine Hoist     $90.00 

· 1936 Trunk Lid   $15.00 

·  763 544-0097 or  janlang0097@gmail.com 

· Werner Langenbach 
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     It is a well-known fact that the genetic marker 
for automotive facility and for clockwork obses-
sion occupy the same foci on our double-stranded 
helical DNA. Anyone familiar with the life of 
Henry Ford knows of his renowned expertise in 
watch repair and it was said that “every clock in 
the Ford home shuddered when young Henry ap-
proached the house.” Within our own membership 
there are legendary mechanics with jeweler’s tools 
among their wrenches. 
 
     Clock making and watch repair may suffer the 
same fate as the steering wheel as the next genera-
tion relies on their smart phones to keep time. Al-
ready the skilled craftsmen of Switzerland, Germa-
ny, and Japan are focusing primarily on luxury 
timepieces. 
 
    As an aging Luddite, I am dependent on, and am 
surrounded by, a multitude of chronometers. I am 
not a collector, but a recent inventory disclosed a 
stunning number of devices. I wear a daily quartz 
wrist watch, but also regularly use a dive watch for 
its waterproof qualities and its hardened case, and 
a cheapo Chinese-made clunker for when I am 
under the car. I have probably six more dating 
back to childhood each worn from ten to twenty 
years. 
 
    I have pendulum driven grandfather and mantle 
clocks, wind-up and battery operated clocks in 
every room in the house. Several rooms have pas-
tel-colored electric Westclox from Montgomery 
Wards. There are digital clock radios, appliance 
clocks, and the car clocks which all work including 
the old Ford’s. I counted sixty-seven of them, and 
may have missed some, all of which have to be 
adjusted to the atomic clock and for daylight sav-
ings time. 

A Case of Rear Shackles, Werner Langenbach 
 
Werner reports that he is feeling really good and has 
fully recovered after spending a few weeks flat on his 
back with  a bad case of the Rear Shackles.  Thanks to 
both Cliff Helling and Paul Oman for their encour-
agement and expressing “good luck”. Be aware that a 
bad case of the  “rear shackles” can be very conta-
gious, more so if you own an early V8 Ford. “Rear 
Shackles” always happens around “spring.”. 

If I have taken you in with my tales, and you believe 
them to be true, then here’s another untruth. 
Many years ago when maybe in High School we were 
on an outing in the woods. You might call it a snipe 
hunt or just an adventure to get the girls in the woods. 
We were in the woods by old man Jenkins place, the 
meanest old guy around. He never appreciated us kids 
and was protective of his land and cows. Back beyond 
the barn was a ravine, and pushed in this ravine 
looked to be some old iron.  There were some old iron 
bed frames,  parts of a wagon made out of an old car 
frame, and I don’t know what all.  
Well the snipe hunting was a bust as all the snipe must 
have heard us coming and ducked back into where 
ever they hide. Plus the girls weren’t all that interested 
in the hunt and thought that maybe we got them out 
there under false pretense.  They were no beauty 
queens anyway and not interested in making out in the 
poison ivy anyway so they went home. 
Back to old man Jenkins and behind the barn. Behind 
the barn sat this old Motel T four door* that didn’t 
look too bad. We’d wait for Jenkins to go to town and 
then we’d go sit in the motel T. It was great fun taking 
turns of make believe driving it all over the country. 
We were never sure what those three pedals were 
down there under the steering column until one day I 
ask my dad. The pedal; on the left was the low neutral 
high, the middle was reverse and one right was the 
brake. Hey, no sweat, if we could get it to start we 
could drive it for real. 
We would go out into the woods and wait for old man 
Jenkins to take his milk cans to town. We’d run 
through the woods behind the barn and jump into the 
“T”. We brought a can of gas and an old 6 volt battery 
to see if we were going for a ride. We ran the battery 
down to nothing without a pop from the engine. Then 
we took turns on the crank, again to no avail. We re-
move the battery and drag it back  through the woods 
to be recharged. This went on for some time with no 
luck on the car running. We were getting in pretty 

good shape carrying that battery back and forth all 
the time.  
I went to the corner gas station and ask the mechan-
ic where we were going wrong.  He said you need 
three things, spark, fuel and air.  So back we went 
through the woods lugging the battery. We put the 
battery in and turned on the switch. Now one of you 
touch the spark plug to see if we have spark. 
YOUSER!  Spark we have. We knew we had air.  
Next we looked around and found the fuel was shut 
off. With the gas turned on we tried to start it again. 
Bang pop wheeze and in a cloud of smoke it was 
running. OH boy we’re going for a ride now! NOPE 
here comes old man Jenkins back from his milk run 
and he’s sure to see the smoke!, quick out of the car 
and back into the woods. 
Time passes and a couple of more snipe hunts with 
a few more willing girls, but still no snipe. Us guys 
went through the woods to check on the “T”, Low 
and behold it was gone. 
A few days later here comes old man Jenkins into 
town with the back of the “T” full of milk cans and 
a big grin on his face. 
No more snipe for us! 
Now if you believe this was a true story, then come 
around and see what I have to sell. ED. 
* Fill in any year and car you want. 

The Snipe Hunt 
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From  the President’s Workbench      The biggest problem is that in old age it be-
comes more of an obsession to keep them all 
synchronized, especially in the winter when 
more time is spent indoors. I am not alone in 
this. The greatest Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire, Charles V (not to be confused with his 
ancestor, Charlemagne) after winning the Peace 
of Augsburg, abdicated the throne at the age of 
56, and spent the entire rest of his life trying to 
get the hundreds of clocks in his castle to strike 
the hour at the same second. Frederick the Great 
of Prussia had a similar obsession, stoked by 
continuous coffee ingestion (spiked with hot 
mustard and pepper for effect). His primary 
clock is thought to have stopped at the exact mo-
ment of his death. 
 
     I don’t know what the psychology of all this 
portends, probably the lack of time, or the fact 
that it is gradually slipping through our fingers. 
But one thing is for sure: Tempus Fugit! So get 
out there and get to work on all those car  
projects. 



    

 

President Gordy called the meeting to order at 
7:10PM. Read off the Birthdays being celebrated 
in the month of February. Thank You was given to 
Joel for scheduling the church for tonight’s meet-
ing, and reminded those in attendance to “feed the 
kitty” for coffee and treats. Then called for the 
memberships that have signed up for 2017? 
 Joel responded with presently having a 
membership of 85, but 30 of those memberships 
have not renewed yet for 2017. 
 Treasures Report: Roger was missing but 
President Gordy had assumed we were still in the 
black. 
Old Business: Domain Name has been transferred 
over, to our club from Michigan at no cost.  
 Banquet at the Lillydale Pool and Yacht 
Club went off without problems, Thanks were 
given to Tom Murray and Bruce Nelson for coor-
dinating this event. Everyone had enjoyed Brian 
McMahon’s presentation on the Ford presence in 
Minnesota. Bruce reported the Club had broke 
even and that he had returned the monies collected 
to two couples which couldn’t make it after sign-
ing up. 
  Church will not be available in 
the months of March and April. Gordy reminded 
everyone that at the last board meeting it was de-
cided to omit the March meeting entirely, and that 
the April meeting would be held at some Culvers! 
Stay tuned for location and time/date. 
 
New Business: This is our Club’s 45th Anniver-
sary so suggestions would certainly be appreciated 

 April: John Titus is working on the An-
nual Junk Yard Tour with some new locations in 
mind. He will let us know when this adventure has 
been put together. 

 

 May: Usually have a Spring Driving 
Tour so asked Gary Rosenberger to perhaps 
break out some old map tours.   

Also on tap, Bruce Nelson mentioned that the 
V8 Club in Lincoln NE. Is scheduling “A 
Spring Fling” on May 26-29th. Bruce had flyers 
for those interested in this tour. Trips are 
planned to museum’s, optional International 
Quilt Museum with open afternoon and eve-
nings both Saturday and Sunday. Sunday morn-
ing is car games at Southeast Community Col-
lege. Each Regional Group attending is request-
ed to bring a driving game, a static game and 
trophies for their games. Door prizes would be 
appreciated. Contact Bruce for the flyers or E-
Mail bechtolt@outlook.com.  
 June: All Ford Picnic scheduled for 
June 4th at Dunwoody Institute again. Sign up 
sheet will be passed around at a later date. Gate-
keepers, and car/swap space placement people 
are required. Food Truck is again scheduled 
with more Hot Dogs and Hamburgers this year. 
Insurance, contact points (Dunwoody, V8 Club 
and MiniBirds) are in process. Brochures will 
then be printed. 
 Back to the 50’s is scheduled for June 
23-25th.   
 July: Highland Fest has again been 
scheduled for July 16th from 9 to 5PM. All 
Ford products will be displayed, so please save 
the date. We will have reserved parking again at 
the same location on Ford Parkway. 
 August: Time for the 31st New Bright-
on Car Show and Swap Meet. It will be held on 
August 13th from 8:00AM to 4:00PM. Help 
will be required for putting up the fence the day 
before, and then on the day of the show. Once 
again a sign up sheet will be passed around.
 September: perhaps we could have a 
presentation by a guest speaker who is well  
 
  

The world’s greatest collector car auction, as de-
clared by Barrett Jackson, took place at West 
World in Scottsdale from January 14-22, 2017. 
That claim may be a bit of fluff, but it still is a great 
event for car lovers. This year they again added 
days to the auction block, allowing 1719 consigned 
cars to cross the block, up about 300 from 2016. 
Total dollar sales did not set a record, nor did at-
tendance on a cooler week, with some rain, but it 
still is a grand performance. 

You can read the results on line, with sales prices, 
so I will settle for commentary and my impres-
sions. Remember posted sale prices includes 10% 
buyer’s premium. So, what is new and different this 
year? One answer is restored tractors, another a 3D 
printed 1971 Ford Torino, and three Bantam vehi-
cles, all selling quite nicely. 

This year I changed my routine due to another 
change, price increases. I have generally paid the  

week’s senior rate, going 3-4 days, this year I chose 
one, Thursday, since I wanted to protest a 20% 
price increase for the second year in a row, but I’m 
sure Craig Jackson didn’t notice or care. In fact, I 
bought a ticket for Sandy, she spent most of the 
time with vendors buying presents, so the economy 
was stimulated, with some % going to BJ. Food 
continues to rise in price as well, I think we spent 
over $50 on food and beverage for the day. 

I do find this to be the only year where I found RE-
AL bargains. There were many cars sold under 
$10,000, some as low as $4500, and many under-
priced compared to recent years. There were some 
nice drivers that were affordable and where the 
buyer could proudly claim he/she bought a car at 
Barrett Jackson. Two 1959 Ford pickups stood out 
as real buys. On the flip side, a Hagerty Insurance    

             Meeting Minutes                   2/1/2017                                         

Show and Tell Night 

 
company’s   review of this year’s sales, at all 
Phoenix auctions for the week, concludes that mid 
- price cars have been strong. The average price of 
the 3500 cars sold in total was nearly $90,000. 

While at the auction I engaged in text and e-mails 
with my adult children. We traveled many miles in 
a 1979 GMC conversion van and I have written 
about some of those adventures. A so called barn 
find, very same color Chevrolet van, from Canada, 
which was declared original, but looked suspi-
ciously like a mild restoration, was the very last 
vehicle sold at Barrett Jackson. Not a conversion, 
with 217 miles on the odometer, it sold for 
$24,000. 

There were some nice seminars for the crowd, I 
attended one on getting the perfect swirl free shine, 
put on by a guy who has been doing this for 30 
plus years. As usual, celebrities were on hand, 
selling, buying, and creating hype. Reggie Jack-
son, Steven Tyler, Bert Reynolds and Justin Bieber 
made appearances, with a Bieber 2011 Ferrari 458 
Italia setting a record at $434,500. 

The Brinkman family from Delano run the Auto-
mobilia portion of the event, bringing stunning, 
mostly restored collectibles. Top sale was a rare 
1960 Esso Aviation porcelain neon hanger sign, at 
$82,500. Total in this section of sales was over 
$2.5 million for about 1800 pieces 

In summary, of the 6 car auctions held, total sales 
were $259.8 million dollars, a 9 million increase 
from last year, second highest in history behind 
2015. The top sale was a 1963 Jaguar E-type, sold 
by Bonhams for $7.4 million. BJ set 40+ individu-
al car records. And for those of you who know my 
special affinity for the Diamond T truck, a 1937 
model 80 Deluxe crossed the block for $63,000, 
plus 10%. 
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Arizona Auction Notes 

Gary Nielsen 



    

 

 versed on the Younger Brothers and Jesse James. 
Gary Isaacson had heard this speaker at an AACA 
Regional function in St. James Minnesota. We wel-
come additional ideas as well 
 October: Fall Tour November: Open 
 December: Christmas celebration, Carols and 
Goodies.    Banquet?? 

President Gordy then asked if anyone had any items 
For Sale: Ron Goette replied he had started down siz-
ing and found some stuff he had forgot he had, such as 
a Wayne Model 616, 10ft tall Gas Pump. Internally all 
there missing the hose, but does have the nozzle and 
thought he still had a Skelly Globe. Commercial Pop-
corn machine he purchased from Bob Parmalee, 30 
AMP plug, lots of 49-51 Ford Parts including Spot 
Lights. Gordy mentioned a friend had a 2007 Mustang 
GT Convertible, which is located in Northern Minne-
sota if anybody is interested.  
Gordy adjourned the Meeting at 7:40. Took a short 
break and then moved on to Show and Tell 

Presenters Were:  
         Ron Goette- Collection of HO Trains, Burling-
ton Northern Cars and Diesel Engines, then Northern 
Pacific Cars and Diesel engines. Then a switching 
Steam Engine 

        Dennis Carney- Old newspapers found at this 
Father in Laws and some Model cars, 45 RPM records 
from the 60’s still in their sleeves.  

        Bill Gillies- Aladdin Oil Lamps 

        Bill Blood- Various tie clasps including auto 
manufactures 
        Mike Erickson- Metal fabrication, Drawing bin 
and Tri-Candle Holder 
        Gordy Ditmanson- Oriental Board Game called 
“Go” w/various iterations, 2 Oriental painting and 
screens.   
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I must be getting old.  I don’t think of myself as 
being old, but the things I see make me feel that 
I must be.  What I am referring to, is what we 
were taught while we were growing up -- that if 
you break it, you fix it or you replace it.  Does 
that apply anymore? 

I started thinking about what’s going on about 3 
years ago when I started seeing more and more 
vehicles on the road that were damaged, but still 
on the road.  They were there, held together with 
tape, bungee cords, or tie-down straps.  Maybe it 
is because we are not part of the ‘duct tape’ gen-
eration.  We always figured out a way to put 
things back to the way they were.  I remember 
the neighbors having a vehicle accident while I 
was growing up and 5 days later their vehicle 
was back, good as new. 

In 1978, I crashed my 1968 Ford into another 
car.  It needed a hood, two front fenders, grille, 
and radiator.  While it was at the body shop, I 
searched for replacement parts.  I called a sal-
vage yard off of Rice Street in St. Paul, and told 
them what I needed.  The guy on the other end 
of the phone asked me, “What color do you 
want?”  I didn’t understand him for a minute, 
because all I wanted was the front clip, but then 
it dawned on me – he had more than one front 
clip for a 1968 Ford.  As luck would have it, 
they had a front clip in the color of my smashed 
vehicle.  Only cost me $100 for the front clip, 
and $125 for the body shop to replace it. 

So, there, I got my vehicle fixed.  Why can’t the 
drivers of today?  No insurance or lack of insur-
ance?  They don’t care?  Or they just believe that 
their vehicle is a disposable device that has a 
limited use and they can get another one reason-
ably soon?  Similar to most electronic devices 
today, like a Windows upgrade.  So, what’s go-
ing on?  I don’t have any offspring to ask; no 

take responsibility or doesn’t care how things look?  
Wait!  I have answered my own question there—I 
just checked FOX News.  I guess I can’t watch it 
anymore -- don’t have colored hair or am covered 
in tattoos. 
Bruce Nelson 

Happy Birthday 

March 1   Judy Parmalee 

March 5   Leo Anderson 

March 9   Glen Kelly 

March 11  Sandy Neilsen 

March 13  Gary Neilsen 

March 15  Dave Dahlen 

March 16   Arlene Sawvel 

March 22   Beth Titus 

March 25   Joanne Oman 

March 27  Nancy Louis 

March 27   Don Pautz  

Country Kitchen 42nd Ave, 
New Hope February Steve S. 
 
MARCH    
Bakers Square 98th & Lyndale So 
Bloomington March Gary W.  
 
APRIL 
Original pancake House  Roseville April  
Bruce N. 

GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

What’s going on? 

Further down the road…. 
 
April 5th– Monthly meeting  will not be at the 
Church but hopefully at Culvers on Silver Lake 
Street. 
April ?? Annual Junk Yard tour to be an-
nounced. Could be a new place yet to be deter-
mined. 
 
May 26th29th Spring Fling in Lincoln Nebraska 
a group may attend from our group More details 
when known. 
 
June 4th  All Ford Picnic at Dunwoody Institute  
Sign up sheet coming soon. Should be better than 
last year as more people know about the Picnic. 
 
June 7-11 2017 Eastern National Meet in Chan-
tilly, VA see page 16 in the V8 Times for details. 
 
June 23rd –25th  Back to the 50’sOnce again 
there will be a pot luck on Sat evening, hold the 
exhaust! 
 
June 29– July 2nd.  Great Lakes Rendezvous 
The Northern Ohio Group and the Northern Ill. 
Group is hosting a tour in South Bend, In. It 
sounds like a nice week end of things to do and 
see. 
 
July 16th  Highland Fest From 9AM to 5PM on 
Ford Parkway. Open to all Ford products. SO 
bring a car. 
 
August 13th The New Brighton Car Show and 
Swap Meet  8AM to 4PM. Sign up and work for 
the club for a change. 
 

TCRG Activities 
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Head scratching for sure as Gordy try's to 
educate us on the fundamentals of GO.  This 
centuries old game from the Orient  was pro-
fessed to be the game to play  in the old 
days , where it maybe should have been left. 
There are two bowls of stones, one Black and 
one White. There aren’t real stones but some 
are plastic and the real good ones, for the 
purist's are some exotic material. Known only 
to a few. 
The cover photo of the Rumble Sheet shows 
the game board on which the stones are 
placed. There is no winner or loser, but the 

game is played until  one player expires from exhaus-
tion.  
The other pictures show more mundane items 
brought by the members Denny is pointing to an age 
old newspaper. Gary R. is explaining how a friend 
built an award winning car many years ago and now 
on the cover of a car magazine. Ron G. brought his 
train collection with the promise to set up a layout in 
the future to run the trains. Mike E. displayed his 
handy work blacksmithing  and the construction of a 
raffle drum. Bill Blood ,not picture, who never has 
worn a tie ,displayed his tie tack/ tie clip collection. 
 Me, I tried to enlighten a few with some kerosene 
lamps. 

January Meeting  Activities in Pictures 


