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The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of  the 
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of  the Early 
Ford V-8 Club of  America and is sent to all current 
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the 
Early Ford V-8 Club of  America, and is a non-profit 
corporation in the state of  Minnesota, dedicated to 
the preservation of  Ford motor vehicles and related 
historical materials from the era of  flathead V-8 
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns 
so equipped from 1932 through 1953. 
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Twin Cit ies  Regional  Group 2008 Board of  Directors
President Bill Gillies 651-633-1564
Vice President Bill Blood 612-722-4172
Secretary Michael Wyman 651-644-5684
Treasurer Ron Christensen 952-472-2672
Editor Mark Crichton 612-801-3620
Activities  Director Team Effort Team Effort
Membership Joel Bergstrom 651-631-0091
Past President Duane Shuck 952-888-7191
Sunshine Lady Jean Shuck 952-888-7191
Archives Jerry Felton 952-873-6754
Art Director Ron Long 651-714-2740

T w i n  C i T i e s  R e g i o n a l  g R o u p  i n f o R m a T i o n
Meetings
Membership meetings of  the TCRG are held at 
7:30 on the first Wednesday of  almost every month 
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change 
in time or location will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per 
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 
Club of  America (the national club) is a membership 
requirement of  the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark 
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN 
55347, or e-mail  mc56bird@comcast.net. 
Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of  the 
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is 
preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and 
will run for three consecutive months.  Display ads 
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of  
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance. 
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org



3 

TCRG Activities
Wednesday, December 2, 2009 7:30PM 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting 
will be held at Environments, Inc., 13600 
County Road 62, Minnetonka. From I-494, exit 
at Hwy 62 Crosstown and go west less than a 
half  mile. First driveway on the right after Baker 
Road. The annual TCRG Holiday celebration 
(and our LAST meeting at Environments, Inc.) 
See Bill Gillies’ message for the details, singing, 
eating and charity giving are all on the menu! 
Thursday, December 17, 2009, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Pippins Restaurant, 
2905 Snelling Ave N, Roseville, MN 55113  Exit 
Rt 36 and travel north, or 694 and travel south. 
651-639-0633 Geezers & Gentlemen welcome! 
Thanks to Bill Gillies for setting it up. 
Sunday, January 10, 2010, 4:00 PM
ANNUAL TCRG BANQUET, Grumpy’s Bar 
and Grill, 2801 Snelling Ave N, Roseville, MN 
55113. Be sure to send in the registration right 
away, better yet bring it to the meeting!
Fri - Sun, February 26th to 28th, 2010
WORLD OF WHEELS, River Centre, St Paul, 
MN, Look for TCRG to be actively involved 
again. Put it on the calendar now while it’s still 
“open”! (Later in the season this year, maybe an 
opportunity to show your V-8?)

TCRG Glovebox
• Cover Photo: The club wishes to thank 
President Bill and First Lady Mary Gillies 
for their hard work and tireless dedication to 
TCRG. Thanks also to Ron Long for the great 
picture from the SPAM museum in August.
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor 
would like to thank Gordon and Donna 
Ditmanson, Bill Gillies, Ron and Liz Long, 
and Bruce Nelson for their contributions this 
month.
• New EFV8C Website: If  you are looking 
for the National website and find that it doesn’t 
exist  --- the new and improved Early Ford V-8 
Club site can be found at:

www.earlyfordv8.org
It’s up and running and so much better than 
before. Check it out over the holidays.
• All Ford Picnic Buttons: Bill Gillies will 
have left over All Ford Picnic buttons to give 
away to members who might be missing a few 
from their collection. Bill will have what’s left at 
the December meeting and January banquet. 
They will be discarded after that. 
• Duane Shuck Mishap: The club learned 
that member Duane Shuck suffered a broken 
leg recently, and will be out of  commission for 
about 6 weeks. I’m sure he would appreciate 
your thoughts, prayers and phone calls. “Heal 
up soon, Duane”
• December Meeting Reminders: Bring 
toys to the December meeting (don’t forget 
teens), as TCRG Santa Kent is making a 
delivery soon afterward. Let’s also not forget 
those folks who are hungry. Bill Blood will be 
making a donation to the Minnesota Food 
Shelf  on behalf  of  the club, checks are most 
welcomed as they allow food to be purchased 
based on needs (and checks are much lighter!) 
Thank you all during this Christmas season! 

Happy Birthday!
December 1   Jon Horkey
December 2   Terry Wold
December 3   Dave Fridlund
December 7   Mavis Kisner
December 7   Bill Blood
December 12   Bruce Johnson
December 12   Donna Wold
December 27   Dick Punchard
December 27   Michael Wyman
December 29   Gwen Casura
December 31   Cliff  Helling



 Where did November go? The time 
really flies by with all the warm weather we 
have been having and still doing outside chores. 
December is going to go by just as fast so listen 
up and pay attention!
 For The December Meeting :  We will 
again have a sing along  IF  whoever took the 
music sheets after  last year’s December meeting 
remembers to bring them this year.
 Kent will collect for the Toys for Tots 
Drive, so keep that in mind while shopping 
Also, Bill Blood will be collecting canned goods 
for the Food Shelf. Last please  bring some 
Christmas Treats to share.
 THE BANQUET: It will be at 
Grumpy’s in Roseville on Sunday January 10th 
at 4PM. Grumpy’s is located at 2801 Snelling 
Ave N., Roseville, MN 651-379-1185 this is just 
north of  Midway Ford.
 The menu choices are follows; we will 
start with a Caesar Salad followed by your 
choice of: 
1. Top Sirloin, a 10-ounce top sirloin is char-
grilled and topped with blue cheese garlic butter. 
All Served with white cheddar mashed potatoes 
and a sautéed vegetable medley.   Priced at 
$25.00.    
2. Seared Chicken Parmesan, A tender chicken 
breast crusted with aged Parmesan cheese and 
rapidly seared until golden brown. Served over 
white cheddar mashed potatoes and a sautéed 
vegetable medley with light herbed cream 
sauce. Priced  at $23.00. 
Included are  Soda, Iced Tea and Lemonade. 
We will have cake for desert, along with some 
entertainment.
 There is an insert in this Rumble Sheet 
for you to make a food choice and mail in please 
do this before you finish reading this issue!  We 

Dobie’s Corner

4 

are short on time to get a count for the banquet 
so please return it promptly.
 Included on the insert is the ballot for 
the election of  officers, and a Roster update, 
Please take a minute to fill it out  and send it to 
the addresses’ indicated.
Dobie & Mary         
wlgillies@juno.com 

 The ‘old’ trailer is back from its sum-
mer job.  And after spending 2 weeks in my 
driveway (Roseville Ordinance states only 3 
days), it is resides in Stillwater.
 Bill Gillies and I hauled it down to Ron 
Goette’s place and negotiated it into the back-
yard, loaded it with 31 rolls of  our fence.  Four 
remaining rolls are now stored on the trailer 
tongue area.  We had to re-roll six sections to 
get them just a little smaller to save space.  (Note 
to fence rollers: “It needs to be rolled t i g h t!“)
 We also determined that six rolls of  the 
‘flimsy’ stuff  would need to go.  After a quick 
call to New Brighton Public Works, those rolls 
now have a new home.
 Well, we solved two problems here.  
One was where to store the ‘old’ trailer, and 
two, find a place to keep the fencing out of  the 
elements.
 Ron said that he would think about a 
way to incorporate the re-bar with the trailer 
also. Tune in next month when we write about 
decorating the trailer for Christmas.

Bruce Nelson

Tales From The Trailer

Merry Christmas
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November Membership Meeting: Automobilia is the Hot Topic!
 The November Membership meeting 
was coordinated by member Ron Long, where 
he showcased his automotive memorabilia col-
lection. However, since October’s meeting was 
so much fun, Ron opened it up to the entire 
membership! And what collections the mem-
ber’s have! The pictures tell the story much 
more than text, so be sure to read the captions 
to see what you were looking at. If  you come 
to the banquet, you will see these pictures on 
DVD, because grayscale does not do them jus-
tice. Thanks Ron for putting together a great 
meeting for the club membership! On a person-
al note, I need to find a job where I can attend 
more of  these terrific meetings! - Ed

Left: Ron Long displayed his literature, 
magazines and dealer promotions, all in terrific 
condition. Above (top and bottom): Ron Geotte 
presented examples of his diecast models and 
matching advertising.

Happy New Year
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Bill Gillies featured a variety of literature from 
cars he has owned over the years

Bill Blood highlighted his collection of plant 
badges, medallions, and advertising yardsticks

Duane Shuck is proud of his dealer literature and 
sample books he has collected over many years

Paul Dudek had a variety of original literature he 
shared with the club

Bruce Nelson always has a terrific array of 
postcards and old photos to take you back in 
time.

Gary Rosenberger presented a book he made in 
1955, car-related of course!

November Membership Meeting: Automobilia is a Hit!



7 

Gary Weyrauch got the club up to speed on a 
variety of hood ornaments he has collected over 
the years.

 It had been a dark and stormy week-but the 
sun was shining brightly on Saturday, October 17th, 
for the TCRG Fall Colors Tour. Many of  the Gang 
started the day early with breakfast at Khoury’s, some 
others had to do last minute tweaking. Included in 
the headcount were the Gillies and their brother and 
sister-in-law Bob and Joyce, Rosenbergers, Shucks, 
Bergstroms, Ditmansons and their girls Midge and 
Meg, Tabakos, Dudeks, the Langenbacks and their 
pooch, Joe Walzak, Mark Crichton, and Denny and 
Myrna.  Cliff  and Mary started out in their ‘34 but 
went home to change cars and joined us later.
 Bill Gillies and Gary Rosenberger had 
spent hours on a reconnaissance mission and had 
prepared detailed maps of  the Red Cedar Valley 
Wisconsin area.
 The Longs joined the caravan on I-94 as 
we headed west. We left the freeway as soon as pos-
sible for US 12 near the historic Hammond Hotel.
 Heading east we passed through Baldwin 
and Heresy turning north on Q at Knapp. Ven-
turing deep in the rural Wisconsin countryside the 
deserted two-lane wound around picturesque dairy 
farms nestled into forests of  oak, aspen, maple, and 
birch, all in full color. A portion of  the loop stretch-
ing as far as Wisconsin 64 was temporarily done up 
in golden gravel adding another dimension to the 
color palette. 

Fall Colors Tour

 Up hill and down dale, through gullies and 
over bluffs we winded our way to Wheeler where we 
rendezvoused with our host Paul and Joanne Oman. 
Knowing the group would be famished by this time 
they lead us a short distance to Jakes on the Red 
Cedar River. The Salmon Bisque was a big hit.
 After lunch the ever-expanding line of  
cars, now including the Goettes, proceeded to Elk 
Mound, site of  the Memorial Tower Lookout erect-
ed to honor rural Wisconsin mail carriers. (At 1,220 
feet above sea level, Mound Hill Park Castle on 
Mound Hill offers a panoramic view of  the village 
and surrounding areas. The castle was originally 
constructed in 1937 to be used as an observation 
tower, picnic pavilion and later also as a memorial 
to Dunn County postal employees. The castle stones 
came from the Downsville quarry, and material also 
came from a dismantled livery stable in the Village- 
from the Elk Mound website- Ed) Those who braved 
the three-story climb were rewarded with breathtak-
ing vistas for 360 degrees.
 By now we were a little behind schedule so 
we flogged a few extra mph out of  the flat heads en 
route to the first of  three jewels.
For the remainder of  the afternoon we were treated 
to three spectacular garages, each with a unique way 
we enjoy our hobby.
 Our first host was Gordy Bruss and his wife 
Nancy. Gordy is a gifted artisan who builds Woodies 
using the original Ford Motor Company blue prints. 
His current projects include bodies for three 34 chas-
sis built by our own Cliff  Helling. In the back room 
is another work in progress: Gordy’s wife had fallen 
in love with a 47 Sportsman and its own unique 
Woody challenges. Graceful maple forms decorate 
the garage giving silent witness to the intricate tools 
and exacting craftsmanship of  this labor of  love. Be-
fore we left we were treated to coffee and brownies.
 Less than 5 minutes away we arrived at the 
garages of  Larry and Dawn Menard. They have a 
collection of  beautifully restored 35 Fords including 
the 3-Window Coupe. Next door they have a pristine 
array of  late 50’s Chevy convertibles and Corvettes. 
Another display show-cased the Menard family race 
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Fall Colors Tour

cars. They, too, provided cookies and warm drinks as 
we wandered through yet more garages filled with an 
eclectic collection of  beautifully restored vehicles.
 Re-assembling the formation we bid good-
bye to Cliff  and Mary at this point and wended our 
way through the Western Suburbs of  Eau Claire past 
the bucolic shores of  Lake Hallie to the sprawling es-
tate of  our hosts Paul and Joanne Oman. Many of  
the group had been here before and know where to 
find their favorite projects. It was one piece of  eye 
candy after another. There were lots of  new addi-
tions, of  course, but the centerpiece was a 1936 Bus 
recently rescued from the forests of  Northern Michi-
gan described in a recent Rumble Sheet.
 As we surveyed arrays of  cars in all stages 
of  restoration Paul lightheartedly explained how 
fortune favors the prepared: as his friends and ac-
quaintances pass on he has become the natural go-to 
guy which has certainly enhanced the beauty of  the 
green acres here on earth. This perennially youth-
ful son of  a pastor has good advice for all of  us: It’s 
never too late to start a project. There is another plus 

for the faithful: There may well be flatheads on the 
other side!
 As the sun set on Wisconsin countryside 
the group retired to the Soda Shop where Paul and 
Joanne had lavishly stocked the fountains. Sandy 
served up chocolate or butterscotch sundaes, or 
Root beer floats. Then Gary got an extra topping of  
whipped cream from his best gal.
 Leaving in the dark the instructions were 
simple: left-right-left-left or was it left-right-right-
left. Miraculously we all made it home despite miles 
of  midnight road repairs. A few intrepid souls even 
broke off  for a late night repartee in Hudson.
 All in all another great adventure. Many 
thanks to Gary and Bill for putting it together and 
to Paul and Joanne Oman for hosting, as well as the 
Brusse’s and the Menard’s for opening up their ga-
rages.                     Gordon and Donna Ditmanson
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For Sale
• 1936 Ford 4 Door Convertible Also some 35-
36 & 50 Parts. brake linings for a 50, steering 
column, bumper brackets, etc. John Cramble 
763-572-9280
• 1946 Ford Bus Coupe, Parting out, clear 
MN title. Joel Bergstrom 651-631-0091. email 
bergieja@usfamily.net
• Time to clear out some stuff, just make an offer, 
or come by and get some of  the unannounced 
items. Vern Halvorson, 763-544-7578 
Pair of  40 heads “A” nice shape, 51 Merc Dash, 
50-51 insert for dash, Engine stand (it will hold 
a V 8), 47 Ford Steering wheel needs repair.
4 front fender extensions two pair, decent, Two 
air power hand sanders- worked for me, A lot of  
stainless for a 50 Merc 4 dr, Nose piece for a 41 
Ford Pick up- NOS but shelf  worn, Pair of  wind 
wing frames only for a 46,47 and 47 Convert, 
Set of  NOS pistons “3-13/16 with writ pins .30 
over, 50 Merc steering wheels- need repair, 6 
and 12 volt battery tenders like new, Set of  8 
used pistons 3-13/16- Dan Warden had them 
in a car and changed them.

More Fall Tour Pics
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• 1932 Ford Roadster, real Henry body, repro 
steel fenders, black, brown L/B leather, tan top, 
dressed 59A engine, 12v, wwsw, rings. Super 
fresh, not striped yet.  
• 1936  Ford Deluxe Roadster, Tan, all steel, 
correct Calif. body-off  resto, tan top, brown 
L/B leather, woodgrain, dog, wwsw, rings, 
super killer car. 

• 1949 Mercury Convertible, all steel, 10 year 
body off  resto, 12v, R&H, power windows, lite 
yellow, red interior, tan top, killer nice car with 
test miles only.
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored, 
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off, 
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual 
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan, 
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red, 
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red, 
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored, 
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon, 
one of  the best in the world
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green, 
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car, 
never rusty, dressed flathead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel, 
body-off, Columbia, still under construction, 
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black, 
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off  restoration, 
red/white, overdrive, super car 
See all  of  BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

Wanted

BJ’s Corner

The following ads are from Gary Nielsen 
of  GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at 
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via 
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd 
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half  ton. Very unique truck 
with power divider to run rear mount welder, 
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great 
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, with 
add on brake. Engine free. $1500.
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good. 
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300 
OBO.
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and 
tires with hoist, no box. $1800. 

• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet, 
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer 
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifications 
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker 
to do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918

Classified ads are free to TCRG members, 
and will run for three consecutive months
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