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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2019 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Ron Christensen  763-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
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Happy Birthday GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

 TJ’s This unpretentious eatery 
serves a variety of all-day eats, from 
omelets & gyros to deep-dish piz-
za.  Classic Diner Food in a Homey 
Setting 
7100 Amundson Ave, Edina, MN 
55439  

NEW PLACE FOR GEEZERS! 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

 Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran 
Church, 1660 West County Road B, Ro-
seville, MN 55113‐4073, (651) 631‐1510 
Directions: From North or South: I‐35W 
to Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling 
South, turn right at first stop light (County 
Road B) look for church on left.  OR I‐
35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit 
Snelling South, turn right at first stop light 
(County Road B) look for church on left.  
Plenty of parking 
  

  Editors Clarification 

February 3  Mike Mickelson 

February 4   Joe Walczak 

February 5  Sally Anderson 

February 6  Francis Kalvoda      

February 7  Werner Langenbach 

February 9   Chuck Granlund 

February 13  Ron Christensen   

February 19  Dave Braun 

February 19  Jeanne Hillstrom 

February 19  Jill Olson 

February 21  Bud Louis 

February 26  Gary Rosenberger 

February 29  Beth Ellen (Weyrauch   

 There is some confusion as to how old the club really is, 47 years or 48 years. It all depends where you start 
counting. The club was started in 1972 as was the Rumble Sheet. This would be year one. The Rumble Sheet 
and club is starting its 48th year, are the pins a year off?  When do you start counting members years?  
Would 1972 to 1973 be one year? Or would it be two years?  It could be just me that’s confused. 

TCRG Notices 

 Milt LaPlanta Operation went along smoothly and will be 
back on the road soon. 

February Meeting :  Once again we ask you to look in all the dark corners for your hidden treas-

ures. The ones you’ve been keeping from family members and friends that might suspect you’re a little 
weird, or too valuable to be known to the rest of the world. Be brave and come out from hiding and bring 
them to the February Meeting to show off! Share these treasures with the membership, and lets see how cra-
zy you are in keeping these possessions. Other HOBBIES that you have not shared with the rest of the club 

members. NO GUNS! 
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February’s President's Message 

For 2019 we have two new board members; Kent Tabako who will be our new Vice president and Steve 
Seidl who will also be on the board.  Thank you Kent and Steve for coming forward to fill those positions. 
The officers on the board will remain the same as last year. I look forward to working with you the upcom-
ing months.  I would also like to thank Gary Issacson (who did not run this year) for all the work you did on 
the board the past several years. 

   The board met after the Geezer breakfast Jan. 17. The meeting revolved around the All Ford Picnic and the 
Drive the Driftless National Tour we will be hosting July 15-19 in Winona. At the Feb. meeting there will be 
a sign up sheet looking for volunteers to help with the tour. 

     I would encourage our new members to get involved to see what a national tour is all about- meeting peo-
ple from all over the country who enjoy driving and showing off their old Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns. 
And the best part, it's only a couple hours away. More information will be in upcoming Rumble sheets. We 
will also send out an email with the registration form and more information in the next couple weeks. 

 Well,  in another two or three months we'll be able to get those 
old Fords out and drive, the more you drive them, the more people 
will see and enjoy them, the more people that see them could be a 
possible new member for our club.                                                 
Mike Erickson 
 
                                         Table centerpiece made by Mike E. 

                              “         The good news is that the National Club Officers have approved our application to 
a National Driving Tour through the fabled Driftless Region. Of southeastern Minnesota, western Wiscon-
sin, and northeastern Iowa. Last month in the Rumble Sheet we painted with broad strokes the general out-
line of the proposal and unveiled the hauntingly evocative artwork by Ron Long which has now been fi-
nessed into the official logo which hopefully will entice our fellow V-8ers to join us in probing the depths 
(and heights) of this fascinating geographic phenomenon. 

        President Mike Erickson and our own National Director, Bruce Nelson, along with the rest of the board 
can hear the inevitable questions now reverberating in the minds of all committed members of TCRG #46: 
“How can we be part of this national honor?” and “How can we help?” 

          Well by far and away the first and most important thing to do right now is to go to your calendars and 
reserve the dates: July 15-19, 2019 Monday through Friday, and maybe just a touch into the weekends on 
either side. Summer fills up fast we know so time is of the essence. 

           Many of our members have experience with the complexities of our National Meets but these Driving 
Tours have a slightly different set of needs but the most important is your presence in the tour which will be 
the glue that holds this thing together. More details will be forthcoming but for now SAVE THE DATES!! 

 

Driving the Driftless” Update                         Gordy D. 
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Location: Fat Nates, New Brighton ------------ Start time 10:30   
Thirteen people attended breakfast. In attendance for the board meeting were: Mike Erickson, Kent Tabako, 
Gary Rosenberger, Bill Gillies,  Joel Bergstrom, and Steve Seidl. Absent were Roger Wothe, Ron Christensen, 
Tom Murray, and Gordy Ditmanson.      
A. Treasure’s Report - Roger. We have $5,845.16 in the club’s account. We have received $ 898.40 from 45 
 members for the banquet.   
B. Secretary Report - Gary. The minutes were approved.     
C. Membership – Gordy – We ended the year with 82 members and 63 have signed up so far this year. Reup 
 today.        
D. Editor – Bill. Our editor completed another year of superb newsletters. He works very hard to get the letter 
 out on time and we need to keep him supplied with interesting articles. Even if they are not interesting 
 Bill will edit them to make them noteworthy. Your help will be appreciated.    
E. Upcoming Events         
           1. Annual Banquet Jan. 20, 2019 at the Cherokee Tavern at 12:30 pm. 
           2. Gentleman’s Breakfast – Surprise location – Watch for details.   
F. Old Business 
 1. Update on National Tour – Meeting to follow this meeting.    
           2. Dues Renewal Cards – Waiting for update.       
 3. Board rotation – New Board members for 2019 are; Mike Erickson President, Kent Tabako Vice 
President, Secretary Gary Rosenberger, Treasure Roger Wothe, Editor Bill Gillies, Membership Gordy Dit-
manson, Media Resource Ron Long, Sunshine Lady Cathy Tabako, Archives Mike Erickson. Board Members 
are Steve Seidl, Joel Bergstrom, Ron Christensen, and Tom Murray.       
 4. Archives materials – Items moved to Mike Erickson’s ranch. If someone is able to volunteer to store        
  these items please let Mike know.   
G. New Business           
 1. All Ford Picnic – June 2,2019, location Dunwoody, check on food truck.   
 2. Meeting location for March – To be determined      
 3. Fliers for Car Shows for Mike Wyman to take to MN Car Club meeting in February. Print 300 and 
  have Ron Long update flyer.     
H. Other            
I. Membership Meeting activities  
 1. Feb. Hobby Night – No Guns          
 2. Mar. Location to be determined.        
 3. Next Gentleman’s Breakfast and Board Meeting set for Feb. 21,2019 
Respectfully Submitted 
Gary (Hisself) Rosenberger 

  Board Meeting Minutes January 17, 2019 
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The Complete TCRG Board Members (minus 1) 

Boy oh Boy, it was sure cold outside but nice and warm inside for the 45 of us who attended the Annual 
TCRG Banquet at the Cherokee Tavern. 

Our club is so blessed with amazing members who are pillars of our club. 

Ron and Diane Goette, and Bill and Liz Blood celebrated 45 years as members. 

Thank you to Mike and Lynn Erickson, and Tom Murray for providing us a great banquet! 

Ron Long created a wonderful slide show  full of 40 years of memories of past car shows and car tours, as 
well as highlighting Bruce Nelsons Dark hair! 

Mike did a a fabulous job summarizing the past year as well as charting a new path for 2019 

We need to continue to build more members and get our cars out in the communities to get noticed on what a 
fun group we are! Mike and Lynn drove their car over 5000 miles last year so they set the bar high! 

 We also need more volunteer to help out at events. 

June  15th is the National V8 Day so hope everyone can make it 

Attend more cruise nights. 

Back to the 50’s picnic. Noel  mentioned that he would be happy to grill for us at the event! 

All Ford Picnic at Dunwoody Institutes 

Spring tour in Duluth 

The Drive the Driftless area National tour in Winona will be July 15th – the 19th. 

Possible camping trips? 

The new web page book page looks amazing thanks to Lynn Erickson. This is a great way to share our events 
and how beautiful we all look! 

Continued   

Banquet Wrap Up   Dave Dahlin & Ellen Reeves 
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February 6th 1st Meeting of the year - bring your secret hobbies  
March Meeting Will be a Dinner Meeting location to be determined. 
April 14-15 Tax Day at the GSTA Show Coliseum Fairgrounds  
June 2 All Ford Picnic -- Dunwoody (Club fundraiser - volunteer)  
June 15 Drive your Ford  
June 22-24 Back to the 50's Weekend  
July 15-19 Drive the Driftless Tour. Winona, MN 
August –3 Braham Pie Day 
August 12 New Brighton Car Show & Swap Meet (Club fundraiser - volunteer)  
August  24-27 Central National Meet, Auburn, IN 

What’s Ahead  

Continued   

We thanked our current board members and introduced our new members. Thank you for your dedication 
and commitment to our group 

Cherokee Tavern did a very nice job serving and preparing delicious hot meals for us 

Bruce Nelson entertained us with his humorous jokes and door prize delivery! 

We have had a few members lose precious family members in the past month, Please keep in your thoughts 
and prayers: 

Kate and Don Pautz family; Donna and Gordy Ditmanson family; John Erickson family; Paul Dudek fami-
ly;.Mike and Lynn Erickson family; Jerry and Maidie Felton family. 

Happy trails for the new year ahead!                                            

    Nine members were honored at the annual TCRG Banquet at the Cherokee Tavern on January 20th, 2019. 
Receiving their Certificates and pins were: 

      Bill and Sandra Bergstrom  #496                                    10 Years 

      Michael Wyman  #459                                                     15 Years 

      Ron Christensen and Caroline Rosdahl  #461                 15 Years 

      Stephen and Eiko Seidl  #407                                          20 Years 

      Roger and Barb Wothe  #405                                           20 Years 

      Dave Dahlin and Ellen Reeves  #404                               20 Years 

      Ron and Dianne Goette  #177                                          40 Years 

      Richard and Jill Olson  #172                                             40 Years 

      Bill and Liz Blood  #56                                                     45 years 

           Congratulations to all these members, and to all others, remember to keep renewing because that’s how 
you accumulate pins, you know.  And just a reminder, we have 82 active members, but at press time we are 
still waiting for 19 of you.  The Roster is just waiting to go to press. 

TCRG Membership Anniversaries 
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Still at it After 56 years   Dan Cragg 

It all started in the Spring of 1962. I had just graduated from High School, preparing for my college years at 
the University of Minnesota knowing I would need transportation. Unlike myself, my brother Mike was a 
"car guy' always owning and repairing early tin.His influence infected me with a desire and appreciation for 
early Fords. Earlier I had tried to purchase a 1931 Ford fenderless coupe with a '48 flathead and '39 trans-
mission. My father said, "No way' as the steering had so much "play" it could lead to potential accidents. 

In June my parents were on a two week vacation when by accident I notice a 1936 Ford Fordor Deluxe 
Touring Sedan parked in the back of a service station located in St. Louis Park. A small sign in the window 
stated it was for sale for $200.00. I just had to have that car as the only apparent damage was a slight tear in 
the corner of the drivers interior door base 

. Brother Mike of course said is was a great car and deal. I needed a loan to purchase and with my parents 
out of town, my "adult" brother cosigned for the small loan. 

After purchasing the car from the owner who lived in south Minneapolis, my brother indicated he should 
drive it home as we had no insurance on it yet! So he drove the '36 and I drove his 1939 Chevy back to our 
home in Crystal. Typical of brothers , we began to race each other as we drove down Highway 100 with the 
Ford constantly out performing the Chevy. Upon arriving at our house, my brother indicated the Ford was 
not running correctly. So, we took it to the gas station he was working part time when attending college and 
found it only running on six cylinders! 

I had many adventures with the "36 as indicated in an earlier article I wrote for the "Rumble Sheet". Its im-
pact affected me for the rest of my life as I have always owned at least one Ford from the flathead era. To 
gain tuition in my sophomore year I sold the '36 for the same amount I had purchased it, bought a 1946 
Ford Coupe for $85.00 which I immediately got a ticket for loud pipes only three blocks from where it was 
purchase while driving home on West Broadway! 

Anyway, upon completion of college and after marriage, I talked my wife into purchasing two Fords from 
Stan Stanius as "great investments". They were both three window coupes. One was a 1934 which eventual-
ly was stolen from my parents garage and a 1936. Before I ever wished to try to restore the '36 (many years 
later), I felt I needed to teach myself the skills necessary to do the job. So I first did a 1947 Ford coupe, a 
1971 Chevy pickup, a 1957 Chevy Two Door Hardtop along with a 1936 Ford pickup. By this time I had 
met Cliff Helling and that led to a whole new direction for me in retirement. (See other article). 

Now I have come full circle as I am finishing what will be my last flathead Ford, a 1936 Cabriolet pur-
chased from the Shuck collection. It is the fifth "36 Ford I have owned and tried to restore. Little did I 
know, 56 years later, I would still be dealing with "36 Fords! 

Dan Cragg 
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Support our Advertisers! 

For Sale;  ‘35-’36 6 volt Electronic Distributor (3 
hole) $80.00   NEED ‘35 Bumpers Tom Donahue 
Box 35, Mound, MN 55364  612-799-8017 
For Sale; ‘33-’34 Ford Potter trunk Extension, 
17” American wire bent spoke wheels Sand blast-
ed painted blk. Leo Anderson 763-546-5625 
For Sale,  Good 1935 flattie with heads and intake 
manifold on rolling stand for rebuilding. Motor 
$100, With stand $150.Will deliver w/in 100 
miles. Steve 612 207-3200. 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 

 

Woman's  
corner 


