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· Inside… 

·   Willmar tour rained out! 

¨   All Ford Picnic Sunday June 4 

¨   Back To The 50’s June 23rd-25th 

¨  Three Milestones for Three Club Member's 

   2016 Golden Quill Honorable Mention Award 

Time to get the cars out! 



    

 

Twin Cities Regional Group Information 
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8 
Club of America and is sent to all current members and ad-
vertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8 Club of 
America, and is a non-profit corporation in the state of Min-
nesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor Compa-
ny vehicles and related historical materials from the era of 
the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and 
Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

MeetingsMembership meetings of the TCRG 
are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
almost every month at a site announced in the 
Rumble Sheet.  Change of   time or site will also 
be announced in the Rumble Sheet. 
MembershipMembership dues for the TCRG 
are $20 per calendar year.  Membership in the 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America (the National 
Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group. 
Submitting MaterialPlease send all materials 
for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 Crystal 
Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-mail 
wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble Sheet material 
deadline is the 15th of the month.  E-mail body 
content (not attachment) is preferred. 
AdvertisingClassified ads are free to TCRG  
members, and will run for three consecutive 
months.  Display ads (business card size) will 
run for 12 issues at a cost of $30.  Check under 
ad for last appearance. 
WebsiteTCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2017 Board of Directors 
President    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Vice President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473   
Secretary    Gary Isaacson   651-430-9009  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091  
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    Jerry Felton   952-873-6754 
Media Director    Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Ted Cross   320-267-8340 
Current Board Members    Gary Rosenberger   651-451-2937  
     Bruce Nelson    651-482-8940   
     Ron Christensen   76.3-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
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Support our Advertisers! 

Your Ad could be here!!! 

$30 a year gets your Ad out to 
members and others. 

For Sale  NOS generators, brake shoes, 6-8 volt light 
bulbs, Give Steve Seidl a call 612-207-3200 

For Sale *8N Ford tractor oil filters Red one 1948 black 
one 1940 
Your choice $30.00 
Ea. Call the Ed for 

pick-up. 
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Junkyard Tour-2017   

           
Four o’clock came mighty early as the day began be-
fore sunrise. I had to get up to powder my nose and 
that took awhile as my nose is a 2x. I went back to bed 
and counted Ford coupes going over wooden ramps 
but to no avail. I could not fall back to sleep. It must 
have been the anticipation of the day that layahead. I 
jumped up at 5:52 and said that is it, no more tossing 
and turning. I got ready and picked up our club presi-
dent Gordy Ditmanson and we headed to our meeting 
place at Perkins in Plymouth. It is ironic that we leave 
from Plymouth to look for Ford parts and the pilgrims 
left a fjord to look for Plymouth Rock. Anyway, the 
gang was all there eating at Perkins and after breakfast 
we assembled in the parking lot. There were 11 adults 
and 3 youngsters in the group. We revved up the V-
6’s and all headed to French Lake Auto Parts. It is not 
called a junkyard anymore. The day was perfect for 
our tour, 52 degrees and sunny skies. Most of you 
know how muddy it can be at French Lake but it was 
dry this year. It makes one sick to look at the invento-
ry now and think back 10 years when the yard was 
full of collectables. There are a lot of shells left but all 
the fun stuff you could find in the trunks are long 
gone. As you may know the yard was all cleaned up 
and they graded the space. The cars are all lined up in 
an orderly fashion and have been moved to the south 
end of the property.  No more prairie grass and big 
gullies. Some parts were found and removed by our 
members. I did see a few new cars that had just been 
purchased and added to the inventory. I found a trim 
piece that I have been looking for but I thought I bet-
ter check with the office first on the cost. When we 
returned to the office I asked the counterman the cost 
of the trim. They used to shoot from the hip on the 
cost but now he said, “could I acquire the car number 
or vin number sir.” Huh, so that’s why they have those 
numbers written on the vehicles. If I  had written 
down the number, they then can enter it in the com-
puter and give you a price. He came up with a price of 

$25.00 the old fashion way, but in the future I will 
get the number. You do not want to get the counter-
man angry. It was a nice trip and always fun to get 
out and breath fresh air, except there was a grass 
fire upwind and the sky was full of smoke. Thanks 
to all who showed up and participated.     
Gary Rosenberger 

The month of May was a month to remember for 
Dean Hanson, Kent Tabako and Myself.  
Dean Hanson has been waiting for his 1936 engine 
to be completed by a local Machine shop for almost 
four years.  It was delivered this month to his shop 
where he need to install it into a ‘32 Three window 
coupe. 
Kent Tabako  completed  the assembly of his en-
gine this month after months of machine work be-
ing preformed on the block. Kent put it all together 
and in the car. After hearing it run I doubt whether 
Gary R. or myself will be able to keep up with him. 
It is the best sounding and running engine  to be 
heard for some time. 
 
Bill Gillies after months of work and expense drove 
his 1953 Mercury Monterey around the block. The 
car had been stored in heated storage for the past 
twenty or thirty years. The time was not kind to the 
car. On the test drive in the neighborhood we were 
passed by the rear hub cap. 
 
Over the next couple of months I hope to expand on 
each of these events and what went into them  to 
get them to completion.. 

Milestone For Three Club Members 

sleeves. Earlier in the Coupe's life the sleeves had 
been removed and .082" over sized pistons that 
were especially made for that purpose were in-
stalled. Dave was able to safely bore the block to 3 
3/16" so that I could use the standard sized pistons 
and rings that are used in the later 239 cu. in. 
block. I acquired the pistons, rings and bearings 
from Egge Machine in California and the cam, 
heads, lifters and gaskets from Speedway in Lin-
coln, Nebraska. I used the later one piece valve 
guides and the corresponding valves, springs and 
keepers to update the valve train. Dave completed 
all of the machine work which included balancing 
the crank 

Two weeks ago I completed the assembly and 
started the engine and I'm very pleased with the the 
results. It's a smooth, quiet and strong running en-
gine. Joel and Bill G. came over and helped put the 
hood back on three days before the Willmar week-
end tour which ended up being canceled due to 
weather. 

I've always kept the Coupe the way I like to see 
old cars, bone stock and after the engine was fin-
ished I was having mixed feelings about the alien 
Isky cam and Edelbrock finned aluminum heads, 
but I'm getting over it..... !  
Kent T. 

Ready to hit the road! 

Balancing the crankshaft 

Boring the block 
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First Time out In the Daylight!  May Meeting Minutes 

Secretary Meeting Minutes May 
President Gordy called the meeting to order at 
7:20 PM 
Bill Blood moved to accept the Meeting Minutes 
from April with two exceptions: 1) the date of the 
All Ford Picnic is June 4th, not the 1st as stated, 
and the spelling of new member Jon Cumpton.  
The secretary apologizes for the misspelling of 
Jon’s last name. . 
Gordy then introduced a new family membership, 
Joyce and Bob Barkley that were not in attend-
ance. 
The president then asked Joel Bergstrom, our 
Membership Chairmen for a report. Joel stated we 
have 80 members.  
Roger Wothe our treasure reported that we have 
$4297.13 in the treasury. Broadway Pizza provid-
ed $5.50 from our membership meeting held there 
on April 5, 2017. 
Junk Yard Tour to French Lake was held on April 
22nd. 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 7th is the Buick Extravaganza Show at the 
Fair Grounds. This would be a great opportunity 
to pass out flyers for the “All Ford Picnic.”  
May 18th Geezer Breakfast at Currans located at 
42nd & Nicollet usually starts at 9:00AM, Board 
meeting to follow.  
 May 20th – May 21st: Overnight to Willmar. Per 
Gordy, not too many people had signed up yet. 
For those going the plan is to meet at Perkins, lo-
cated at 394 and Louisiana. Breakfast before for 
those interested, and we will be leaving Perkins at 
0930AM.  
May 25th – May 29th: Spring Fling in Lincoln 
Neb. Bruce will pass around a signup sheet for 
those interested. He did not know of anyone be-
sides himself that was going, so plans have now 

changed to drive it in one day, now leaving early AM. 
Was unsure if any rooms were still available or not. 
June 4th- All Ford Picnic: Gary passed around the 
sign up sheet again. Still had many openings. Would 
pass it around at the T-Bird “Bustin Out the Birds” on 
May 13th and that would be it. Hope we have all the 
help required. 
June 7th membership meeting: St. Michaels Church, 
Guest speaker from Ford Plant in Highland Park. Will 
present an update and the closing down procedures. 
June7th – 11th: Eastern National Meet: Chantilly VA.  
Bruce Nelson and Mike Erickson will represent our 
club so far. 
June 22nd – Geezer Breakfast at Pippins in Roseville. 
For those on the North end of town, this will be the 
meeting spot and then on to sign up for “Back to the 
50’s. 
June 23rd – 25th: Back to the 50’s. Bruce has men-
tioned going the extra mile to secure Our Space up on 
Machinery Hill. Saturday, we will have our Annual 
Pot Luck Supper. 
June 29th – July 2nd: Northern Ill. and Northern Ohio 
is sponsoring a tour to South Bend, to meet up with 
the Northern Ohio group and touring 3 auto museums, 
a chocolate factory/museum, and a mansion. Saturday 
evening the banquet and then on Sunday the good-
bye's and trips home. 

July NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
July 16th Highland Fest. This is a sanctioned V8 
Event! Parking in the same spot as last year on Ford 
Parkway. We have a sponsor, so there will be Dash 
Plaques. Please bring out your Ford, Lincoln or Mer-
cury. 
August 13th- New Brighton Event. This is a fundrais-
er for our club and the Big T-Bird Club so please plan 
on attending. Public voting on cars in various classes. 
Bruce will be passing out a sign-up sheet. 
Possible Fall Cruise/Overnight: Bruce Nelson men-
tioned the possibility of a Fall Cruise to Southern 
Minnesota. down by Preston. Old town that has  
                        Continued page 8 

Cathy and I have been enjoying our '39 Ford Coupe 
for more than twenty years and nearly twenty-five 
thousand miles. We've driven the Coupe on V-8 
tours to Dearborn Michigan twice, Branson Mis-
souri twice, Omaha Nebraska, Springfield Illinois, 
Marquette Michigan and Rapid City South Dakota 
plus many V-8 tours in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
All of this time the '39 has been very dependable 
even though it is five years older than I am.  

During the past year or two the Coupe had devel-
oped an unhealthy thirst for oil (one quart in 200 
miles). It didn't appear to be burning oil because 
there was no tell-tail blue smoke coming from the 
tail pipe, I decided it must have a very bad leak 
when rolling down the highway. After the repair 
obvious oil leaks had no affect on the oil consump-
tion, I checked the compression and found the cyl-
inders varied from 65 to 85 psi which is not good, 
way too low. I removed the the heads and intake 
manifold and discovered that two of the combustion 
chambers were filled with burned oil residue 
(carbon) to the extent that I could see valve imprints 
in the residue on the heads. After removing and 
disassembling the engine two obvious issues were 
discovered, broken rings and loose valve guides. 

I delivered the engine to Dave Hunter of Metro En-
gine for the necessary machine work. You may re-
member that Dave was a speaker at one of our 
monthly meetings a few years ago and is a fine ma-
chinist. Dave runs a really busy shop and by having 
me acquire the parts and do the assembly of the 
engine I was able to cut down on the turnaround 
time and save a few bucks.  

This engine is the one this car was born with in 
1939, a 221 cu. in., 3 1/16" bore with factory 

Where Has All The Oil  Gone ? 



    

 

Happy Days! 
 
April 12th Noel Bayne, Mike Erickson, and 
myself went to Hastings to recover Noel’s car 
and take it to his new home in Blaine. 
At the April Meeting I asked Mike if he 
would use his truck and trailer to retrieve 
Noel's car from Hastings. Mike in his gener-
osity said yes. Noel’s day off from work was 
Wednesday so it was set for noon the follow-
ing Wednesday.  
We met at my house and Mike drove to al-
most Hastings where Noel had stored his car 
for the winter.  
With considerable effort we were able to get 
the car out of the garage and close to the trail-
er. Mike had a winch and up the car went on 
the trailer. Then back to my house to pickup 
our cars and proceed to Noel’s new home in 
Blaine.  
Mike’s masterful driving put the trailer right 
in front of the door. Again with the winch 
through a snatch block the car was pulled off 
the trailer. 
Slick! With the car in the garage Noel can 
resume working on it getting ready for the 
driving season. 
It was a quick trip as we left my house around 
12:20 and were back by 1:45 way before the 
High School let out. ( A real traffic mess) We 
were finished by 3 and I think a lot of talking 
got in there and extended the time. 
A big thank you to Mike for doing this for 
one of the newest and youngest and most 
enthusiastic member  in the club. 
Ed. 
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Happy Birthday 

 June 10   Gary Weyrauch 

June 21   Barb Collins(Kelly) 

June 24   Roger Wothe 

June 26   Claire and Olivia Minor  

June 30   Gisela Sorvig 

 JUNE 
Pippins   2905 N. Snelling    St. Paul  
Kent T. This is “Back To The 50’s” Sign 
up breakfast.  

July 
Louisiana Café  Selby & Dale St. Paul 
Joel B. 
August  
Woodbury Café Valley Creek Road 
Ron L. 
September 
Highland  Cafe& Bakery   Ford Parkway 
Gordy D. 

GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

Minutes cont. 

  
 
June 4th  All Ford Picnic at Dunwoody Institute  
Sign up sheet coming soon. Should be better than last 
year as more people know about the Picnic. 
 
June 7-11 2017 Eastern National Meet in Chantilly, 
VA see page 16 in the V8 Times for details. 
 
June 23rd –25th  Back to the 50’sOnce again there 
will be a pot luck on Sat evening, hold the exhaust! 
 
June 29– July 2nd.  Great Lakes Rendezvous The 
Northern Ohio Group and the Northern Ill. Group is 
hosting a tour in South Bend, In. It sounds like a nice 
week end of things to do and see. 
 
July 16th  Highland Fest From 9AM to 5PM on Ford 
Parkway. Open to all Ford products. SO bring a car. 
 
August 13th The New Brighton Car Show and Swap 
Meet  8AM to 4PM. Sign up and work for the club 
for a change. 
 
October  21ft—22nd. Possible fall cruise and over-
night 
 

TCRG Activities 

become a state park! Cos-
tumed characters give a guided 
tour, and the town has not 
changed much since 1899. 
Two possible dates, Oct 14th 
or the 21st. Tours take about 1 hour. Weather will 
hopefully be great, and leaves maybe starting to 
turn. 
2018 BIG EVENTS 
January 21st Annual Banquet: Caspers Restaurant, 
4625 Nicols Road, Egan, MN. 55122 12:30 PM 
set up, Fellowship 1:00 to 2:00, 2:00-3:00 Dinner 
3:00 Program 
June 11th – June 15th: Grand National in Dear-
born, MI. Going to be a HUGE Event so plan ac-
cordingly. 
Rear View Mirror Highlight!  This is Minnesota 
Region 46, 45th Anniversary. Var so God! 

Respectfully Submitted 
Gary Isaacson  Secretary 
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        From  the President’s Workbench 

Just back from a rather damp 3 days in Michi-
gan.  Went to check out a site that I have only 
heard about, but wanted to see. 

The main reason was a private tour of the Willow 
Run Bomber plant that was built by Ford Motor 
Company during World War II.  This tour was or-
chestrated by the Henry Ford Heritage Associa-
tion.  (check them out, they have a great newsletter, 
and are all about Henry Ford) 

The plan was to drive there in a day and then part 
of the next day at the Ford Rouge Plant.  I have 
been to that Ford Rouge Plant three times, and each 
time was during production shutdown time.  As 
luck would have it, the day we planned to actually 
see them making F-150's, 
the tours were closed due to a private party.  Well, 
we adapted and went to the Ford Piquette Plant 
(home of the Model T) instead.   
I am a Founding Member of the organization so 
admission was free.  They have really worked to 
make this an interesting place.  After that we head-
ed down to Carlton to see the premier nut and bolt 
man, Roy Nacewicz.   I still needed a couple of kits 
for the 1936. 

The next day was the tour of the Willow Run 
Bomber Plant and the Yankee Air Museum.  What 
remains of the Bomber Plant is the final bays, 
where the B-24's were checked and fueled.  It alone 
is over two football fields large.  The original plant 
was over a mile in length, but most has been torn 
down by our arch enemy, General Motors.   The 
Yankee Air Museum is relatively new, since it was 
destroyed by fire in 2004.  They lost all of the his-
tory that they had collected since 1981, including 
historical WWII airplanes.  But, they now own the 
Willow Run hanger.  

After the tour and lunch, we headed back to Dearborn 
to get in on the Rouge Factory Tour.  We purchased 
expensive tickets, got on the bus, 

and went right to Station 4 so that we could spend as 
much time as possible watching 2017 Ford F-150's 
being assembled.  If you ever toured the Twin Cities 
Assembly Plant, there is no comparison.  It is just 
amazing to watch how the vehicle parts raise and low-
er to the workers.  No one has to bend over to attach 
parts.  After about 45 minutes we went back and start-
ed the tour like you are suppose to - viewing the 
presentations in the two theaters. 

It was a great time, and I highly recommend that you 
try and get to the Rouge Factory Tour during produc-
tion time. 
Bruce Nelson 

Bruce N. Tours Willow Run Site 

                                   President’s Message June 2017 

    She was member number 436, part of our family. 
She joined the club when she was two years old and 
had proudly attained her 10 and 15 year pins. Her 
name was “Meg” and she had curly red hair. 

     In her golden years, despite the gradual dimming of 
her vision and almost complete loss of hearing she 
somehow managed to mirror her “mom’s” enthusi-
asm and grace, while at the same time emulating her 
“dad’s” bow-leggedness and rickety knees. 

     She loved cheese and ‘greenies” and barbecued 
chicken wings. But arguably her favorite activity was 
the road trip. She had particularly fond memories of 
Springfield, Winona, New Ulm, Willmar, Branson, the 
Quad cities, Chippewa Falls, and of course, the Black 
Hills to name just a few. 

      There were times when she had to sit out some of 

the venues and she was ever so grateful when her 
“aunties” would volunteer their laps. (And, by the 
way, she would be happy if what happened on Mt. 
Moriah would stay on Mt. Moriah.) Even when she 
had to wait in the car she could always count on 
“Uncle Kent” to come over and give her some kind 
words. 

        She could remember romping and frolicking 
with Axel (#245) at his cabin in Missouri and with 
Flora (#2) at the Ford Plant while her parents were 
on Traffic or hot dog Duty. She even had a chance 
to meet and exchange pleasantries with a reclusive 
feline (#14) even older than she was. She always 
enjoyed meeting other pets at V-8 affairs. 

       Meg added a logistic element into these V-8 
affairs and we were always grateful when event 
planners included nearby pet-friendly accommoda-
tions when we were on the road. 

        Little Meg passed away peacefully last month 
midway through her eighteenth year. She would 
have wanted to say good bye and give a little lick to 
all her friends at the TCRG. We were grateful for all 
the cards and expressions of condolences.  

     We also know that other friends in the club have 
recently lost their beloved pets and we share their 
sorrow as well. We feel fortunate to have had the 
love and companionship of our little girl for as long 
as we did and her spirit lives on with us. 
 
Gordy 

        


