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Twin Cities Regional Group Information
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V8 Club of America and is sent to all current members
and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped
from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings Membership meetings of the
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of almost every month at a site
announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change of
time or site will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership Membership dues for the
TCRG are $20 per calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America
(the National Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin Cities Regional
Group.
Submitting Material Please send all materials for publication to Bill Gillies , 1736
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or Email wlgillies48@gmail.com. Rumble
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising Classified ads are free to
TCRG members, and will run for three
consecutive months. Display ads (business
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website TCRG can be visited online at
www.tcrgv8club.org

Twin Cities Regional Group 2017 Board of Directors

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Editor
Membership
Sunshine Lady
Archives
Media Director
Webmaster
Current Board Members

Mike Erickson
Gary Isaacson
Gary Rosenberger
Roger Wothe
Bill Gillies
Joel Bergstrom
Cathy Tabako
OPEN
Ron Long
Lynn Erickson
Gordy Ditmanson
Ron Christensen
Tom Murray
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320-396-2473
651-430-9009
651-451-2937
952-473-3038
651-633–1564
651-631-0091
763-755-7535
651-714-2740
320-396-2473
651-646-8103
763-208-2244
651-699-1893

GEEZER BREAKFAST
3rd Thursday of the Month

Happy Birthday
December 3

Dave Fridlund

December 7

Bill Blood

December 10

Lilia Reitan

December 15

Gary Isaacson

December 18

Twylah Sushen

December 27

Michael Wyman

December 28

Becky Isaacson

December 29

Al Rehder

December 31

Cliff Helling

Dec.20, New Location
IHOP, 7680 10th Street
North, Oakdale, MN.
Go to 694 & 10th Street
North. Go 1 block East on 10th, next
to US Bank.

Looking Ahead- Membership
Meeting

What’s going on?
I erred big time on the Car Show for Seniors. I looked
at the picture I took , counted the cars and left out Gary
Isaacson. His T-Bird was hiding behind Kent’s ‘39.
Also in my rush to get the Rumble Sheet out I forgot to
mention Gary’s ‘36 was on the cover of the V-8 Times.
Sorry Gary on both counts. Ed.
December Meeting might have a piano player and the
words to Christmas Carols to help the sing along. Hopefully no one will bring Eggnog as the only one who
drinks is the one who brought it.
Bring a plate of sweets to share.

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660 West County
Road B, Roseville, MN 55113‐4073,
(651) 631‐1510
Directions: From North or South: I‐
35W to Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit
Snelling South, turn right at first stop
light (County Road B) look for church
on left. OR I‐35E to Hwy 36, west on
Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right
at first stop light (County Road B) look
for church on left. Plenty of parking

Note from Joel
MEMBERSHIP INFO
The board has decided to try a new way of notifying the membership that it’s time to renew your membership. We will be mailing out a postcard around the 1st of December to remind everyone. So just fill out
the card with your info, make out a check and mail it to Gordy Ditmanson. Gordy will be the new membership chairman going forward. Speaking of making out a check, the board has decided to increase the dues
for next year to $25.00. Most of this increase will help cover the Rumble Sheet and the Roster printing and
mailing expenses. I hope this postcard idea will help everyone to remember to renew before the first of the
year.
Thanks,
Joel
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December’s Rumble Sheet President's Message
Well, another year is almost over. It has been full of activities for club members. Some have been
local and some out of state; but fun to be with others that loves the Ford V8s as much as I do. Again, it is
time to renew your membership dues. You will notice an increase in cost of $5.00 due to the increase in
postage that is coming. We encourage you to receive your Rumble Sheet via email-faster and free for us to
get to you. You will also notice a new format in renewal. You will be receiving a post card. Make any
changes necessary and return it in an envelope with your payment.
Events that are in the near future include the December meeting/Christmas party on December 5.
Please bring a treat to share. On January 20th, we will have our annual banquet at Cherokee Tavern 886
Smith Ave South, West St Paul. Reception will be at 12:30 and lunch will be served at 1:30 pm. Sign up
sheets will be available with Rumble Sheet. For those of you that get the Rumble Sheet electronically, please
print out form and return to Roger Wothe with payment by January 5.
We are pleased to announce that our bid to host a National driving tour was accepted and we will host
the tour July 8-12, 2019. Be sure to mark this on your calendar now so you can attend. We will make Winona
our headquarters and take daily trips of approximately 150 miles-exploring in each direction Minnesota,
Wisconsin and Iowa. Please consider helping your club host this event. There will be something for everyone to do based on your talents and interest. Please contact me at 320-396-2473 or
mikeandlynn@northlc.com if you have a special place you would like to help.
At the November meeting, we brain stormed about ideas for 2019. Some of the ideas were: overnight
trip to Duluth, attending more community sponsored car shows as a group, advertising more to increase participation at the All Ford picnic, getting the V8s out and driving to dinner at some of the few drive-ins still
around the area or restaurants. We are also looking for ideas for speakers or demonstrations at our monthly
meetings.
Thank you to each and every one of you that has made my first year as president a good one. This
club is YOUR club and together WE want to make it a great club.
Mike Erickson

Alcohol Test for Ethanol Gas

by Gary Rosenberger

I was clearing out some old newsletters from a rival car club I have had since 1995 when I
spotted an interesting article. Everyone has an opinion about the advent of oxygenated fuel and we have
seen the battles over the last 20 years. What caught my eye in this article was the test the author wanted us
to perform at home to see for ourselves how much alcohol is in our gas. He was adamant about not using
the new non-oxy fuel in our antique cars. He was totally against it and went as far as to buy gas at his local
airport refined for airplanes. They did not allow ethanol to be used in old airplanes back in 1995. I was excited to try this test for myself and see how much alcohol is in our gas. I woke up at 6 am Sunday morning and
snuck out of the house to go to the gas station. I got a specimen from regular gas and one from the non-oxy
tank. I came home and because it was -7 degrees outside I set up my experiment on our kitchen counter. The
temp needs to be between 65-70 degrees, otherwise the test is not accurate. Here is what you do, get a
glass quart jar and put about an inch of water in the bottom. Mark the level with a piece of tape.
Continued next page
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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES
"A SAD DAY INDEED" were my feelings as I observed my friend Cliff Helling sell off a lifetime of his history on September 27th through the Grafe auction. Buyers slowly eliminated his collection of Ford related
goods going to the highest bidder. For me it marked the end of a cooperative adventure of helping others in the
hobby with the various issues, problems or questions concerning their particular Ford vehicle. With Cliff handling all the technical and mechanical aspects while I worked on bodywork and painting, we helped complete
over 25 cars for others along with our own collection. What started out with by his son, who I had in my art
class, introducing me to Cliff, led eventually to me painting one of his cars for the use of his spray booth to
work on my 1936 Ford coupe. Little did we know it would end up being twenty years of friendship through
collaborative work. I saw Cliff's shop become a gathering place for those looking for parts and information on
Fords or Doodle Bugs as well as comparing notes on current issues and politics. I was fortunate to be introduced to a variety of hobbyists who ventured into Cliff's "Fun House". They were treated with "open ears" and
a willingness to be of assistance no matter if they were well versed in Fords or new to the hobby. What counted was their love for flathead Fords. Cliff loved this special bond. Therefore, parts and knowledge were given
freely not asking for anything in return even though some did reciprocate with special gifts or collections.
Most just thanked Cliff as they his saw "giving" as just a part of his nature.
In the past few years, life began to change for Cliff which dictated his current direction. After discussions with
his family, he realized they did not have the passion to continue to keep his car collection along with maintaining his inventory of parts and memorabilia. His energy levels changed, friends died or move on away from the
hobby and the desire to spend his time differently was recognized. Therefore, he began to downsize his collection and parts a few years back with the idea of keeping his beloved 1934 Woody and his "gangster car", the
1934 four door. Large stuff went first with the collections, parts, signs ,memorabilia and shop equipment the
last things to go. For Cliff and Mary this concludes a history with great memories and experiences as they
move on to redefine their life through new adjustments and changes. It reflects a similar pattern the V-8 club is
addressing as it looks to its future with adjustments and redefinition as its membership ages. For those who
spent time with Cliff at his shop and especially for me those memories will always be priceless as I saw a man
who practiced a statement he said to me many times about people being either "givers or takers". Cliff was and
is a giver.
Dan Cragg
Alcohol Test, Continued
Add the gas to the jar and fill about three-quarters full and make sure the water and gas are 65-70 degrees
to start. Do not heat up the gas in the microwave as it could cause a problem, well it did cause a problem but
we needed a new microwave anyway. Make sure the cover on the jar is tight and shake. (Very important for
the cover to be tight). Set the jar on the counter and do not disturb for about 15 minutes. The water will pull
the alcohol out of the gas and you can see the water line will rise. The difference between the tape mark and
the bottom of the gas is the amount of alcohol in the product. The gas is a yellow color and you can actually
see the difference. I would suggest doing this experiment outside as this new gas really smells these days. It
smelled bad enough to get my wife out of her easy chair in the other room and she came running and called
me a name which I am not at liberty to mention. I also ran this test on the non-oxy gas which I
thought was a good idea. Just to keep the gas stations honest. I liked this test as you can see
the results for yourself. Give it a try and be safe.
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Meeting Minutes November 7, 2018

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, Roseville, MN
In attendance were 28 members.
President Mike Erickson called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.
A. Treasure’s Report - Roger W. Everything A-OK
B. Secretary’s Report - Gary R. The minutes were approved from last month.
C. Membership Report - Joel B. We currently have 81 paid members.
D. Editor - Bill G. Send in those articles.
Old Business: Car show at Benedictine Nursing Home had a good turn out. Seven old cars and the residence
were thankful for our compassion. (Actually Eight Cars)
We are short two board members for next year. We could use a few volunteers to fill those spots. It would
take up 45 minutes of your time once a month to attend our meeting and voice your opinions. You can remain silent if you prefer.
Steve Seidl raised his hand. We may need only one more volunteer. Details to follow.
January Banquet will be held at the Cherokee Grill on Jan 20th, 2019. Thanks to Tom Murray for taking
control of the banquet.
Plans are in the works to host a National Driving Tour next summer, July 8-11, 2019. The volunteers who
have form a coalition are Bill Gillies, Joel Bergstrom, Gary Isaacson, Gordy
Ditmanson, Gary Rosenberger, and Mike Erickson. Details to follow.
Gentleman’s Breakfast will be at the Louisiana Café on Nov 15, 2018.
New Business: It was with a heavy heart that a proposal was made to raise dues
for
next year to $25.00. Do to the rising costs in the Newsletter production and distribution it was decided that it
would be necessary to keep our club in the green. The vote was unanimous. That is less then 7 cents a day to
be a member.
A new post card will be used to renew our dues for the club this year. There will be a box to check so you
can receive your newsletter by E-mail and save the club money. Please consider checking the box.
The December meeting will be our Christmas gathering. Check the newsletter for details.
The Gentleman’s breakfast for December will be at I-Hop in Oakdale. (Ron Goette head chairman)
No meeting in January, but our banquet will be held on Jan 20, 2019.
Respectfully Submitted
Gary Rosenberger Esq.
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Board Meeting Minutes November 15, 2018

Location: Louisiana Café, St Paul----------Start time 10:20 am
Sixteen members attended breakfast. In attendence for the board meeting were Mike Erickson, Gary Rosenberger, Roger Wothe, Gordy Ditmanson, Joel Bergstrom and Bill Gillies. Missing was Gary Isaacson, Tom
Murray, and Ron Christensen.
A. Treasure’s Report - Roger. We have ($ Omitted) as of 11-7-18. Three months of printing the newsletter
cost $77.13 plus postage to mail.
B. Secretary Report - Gary. The minutes were approved for last month.
C. Membership - Joel. Current membership is 81 members.
D. Editor - Bill. Can always use articles.
E. Upcoming Events 1. Geezer breakfast - Dec 20th at I-Hop Oakdale.
2. Dec, 5 meeting will be our Christmas Party.
3. January 20, 2019 The date of our club banquet at Cherokee Tavern
F. Old Business 1. January Banquet - Tom Murray has it all set up putting together sign up sheet to mail out.
Mike E. offered to make the centerpieces again this year. He is also looking for door prizes if you have any.
2. Update on Proposed National Tour - Gordy D. has put together an itinerary for the tour to send
in with our application to host the National Tour. Mike Erickson will send in the application. The region
around Winona is known as the Drift less Region. An area missed by the glaciers which left a unmolested
area for our car tours. Lynn E. has volunteered to do the registration and our treasurer, Roger, will handle
the money. Ron Long is working on the Logo for the meet. We need to work on a registration fee. The
Riverport Inn where the planned headquarters will be has a banquet room with a $500.00 fee and a proposed
cost for a meal would range from $18 to $25.00. The rooms at the hotel would be around $99.00 a night.
The hospitality room would be free. A suggestion was proposed to make tour signs to be placed at difficult
turns so no one gets lost.
3. Dues Renewal Cards - They have been printed and are ready to be sent out. The dues will be
raised to $25.00 next year as approved by the board.
4. Board Candidates - Steve Seidl has volunteered and Kent Tabako was sitting in the wrong
place at the right time and he volunteered to fill the last position on the board. We now have a full board for
next year.
G. New Business
1. Next Year - Suggestions for a meeting, Share a Hobby Night, (Feb). Ron Christensen’s Cuba
pictures (March). A Spring Car Tour to Duluth in the spring.
H. Other----------------I. Membership Meeting Activities
1. Dec Christmas Party
2. Jan. No Meeting. (Banquet)
J. Next Board Meeting - Dec. 20, 2018
Respectfully Submitted
Gary Rosenberger Esq.

7

Support our Advertisers!

For Sale; Eight acre auto hobby farm for sale.
Complete shop, two pole barns and house.
C. Helling 952-797-2224
For Sale; 1936 Ford ‘LB’ complete, running engine. Cane out of a 63000 mile car. Paper shows it
was overhauled 20000 miles before. $2500.00 or
reasonable offer. Milt 612-720-8882
FOR SALE ‘35-’36 6 volt Electronic Distributor
(3 hole) $80.00 NEED ‘35 Bumpers Tom Donahue Box 35, Mound, MN 55364 612-799-8017
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V8 Twin Cities Annual Party
Sunday January 20th, 2019
Reception at 12:30 Lunch served at 1:30
Cherokee Tavern
886 Smith Ave. S
West St. Paul, MN 55118
651-457-2729
Please make your selection from one of the following Entrees:
#1

#2

6oz. Filet Mignon

#3

8oz. Broiled Walleye

½ Rack BBQ Pork Ribs

#4
Tuxedo Chicken
Grilled chicken breast with
a creamy gorgonzola
sauce, topped off with a
balsamic glaze

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY JANUARY 5, 2019

Tear off the portion below and send to Roger Wothe with $19.95 per dinner
1) Filet Mignon
2) Broiled Walleye

Qty______
Qty______

$___________
$___________

Make Checks out to :
TCRG
133 Grove Lane
Wayzata, MN 55391

3) BBQ Pork Ribs

Qty______

$___________

4) Tuxedo Chicken

Qty______

$___________

Questions? Call Tom
651.755.9055

Please print name(s) of attendees__________________________________________
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Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
P.O. Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420
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