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Plenty of Good Weather Left

MoreV-8 Activities Awaiting
Inside...

• Club Activities
• New Brighton Show is Great Success
• Big Turnout at TCRG Annual Picnic
• Alex Tremulis Article, Conclusion

T w i n C i t i e s R e g i o n a l G r o u p I n f o r m at i o n

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN
55347, or e-mail
mc56bird@comcast.net.
Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is
preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of flathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.
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TCRG Activities

Friday to Tuesday, Aug 28 to Sept 1
CENTRAL NATIONAL MEET, Auburn, IN,
all info available on the national site including
schedules, etc., http://www.efv8.org
Wednesday, September 2, 2009 6:30PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. Cruise your V-8
to the Galaxy Drive In in St Louis Park (faces
Rt 7 by Sam’s Club), 3712 Quebec Ave S,
55426 - (952) 277-7778 This new restaurant is
a genuine ‘50s drive-in with car hops, etc., V-8s
will fit right in. Plenty of picnic tables with both
lot and street parking Check out their website at
http://galaxy-drivein.com/
Sunday, September 13, 10 AM to 4 PM
WAYZATA ROTARY CHARITY CAR
SHOW, in conjunction with the James J. Hill
Days, Mill Street Parking Lot, Wayzata, MN,
$15 charity donation per car
Sunday, September 13th, 10 AM to 3 PM
4th Annual ALL FORD SHOW, sponsored by
the SVTOATC Mustang Club, Apple Valley
Ford, $6 Pre-register by 9/6, $10 day of show,
trophies, food, can set up tent and park together,
Jennifer Strumbel, contact 612-978-9879, see
their ad page 10. Website- http://svtoatc.com
Thursday, September 17, 2009, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Gentlemen invited
too! Louisiana Café, 613 Selby Avenue (at Dale
St N), St Paul, MN 55102 651-221-9140.
Thanks Bill Gillies for setting it up.
Wednesday, October 7, 2009 7:30PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting
will be held at Environments, Inc., 13600
County Road 62, Minnetonka. From I-494,
exit at Hwy 62 Crosstown and go west less
than a half mile. First driveway on the right
after Baker Road. TCRG “Show N Tell” night,
chance to learn about member’s other hobbies
and unique collections

TCRG Glovebox

• Cover Photo: I’ve always admired John
Cramble’s passion for his cars. Here is his 1936
Ford Convertible Sedan at the New Brighton
Stockyard Days car show. He displays a complete
tool kit along with the car. You can’t miss the
‘For Sale’ sign in the windshield. Maybe a new
V-8 in your future?
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Bill Gillies, John Titus, Ron
Long, Bruce Nelson and Vern Halvorson for
their contributions this month.
• Austin Car Tour: Vern will soon be emailing
all the information regarding the SPAM tour.
Anyone not on his eamil list can contact him
@ vernh11@msn.com. Call now to reserve

a room at 1-800-985-8850. Mention the
AUSTIN CAR TOUR to get the discounted
rate. You can cancel up to 3:00 PM on the
26th, with NO penalty charge.
• September Car Shows: We have two shows
that might interest TCRG members. Wayzata
has a charity show in conjunction with their
James J. Hills Days, and Apple Valley Ford has
a All Ford Show, sponsored by the TC’s “Very
Fast Mustang” club (SVTOATC). Take your
pick, both seen like great shows, even if both
have an entry fee ($15 & $10 respectively) . The
folks at SVTOATC told me that “pitching a
club tent” is no problem.

Happy Birthday!

3

September 7
September 8
September 12
September 17
September 19
September 23
September 26
September 28

Kent Tabako
Barb Wothe
Ann Braun
Vivian Timmermans
James Kilau
Larry Pantsari
Mike Timmermans
Sandy Rosenberger

Dobie’s Corner

the carburetor hit the starter the engine turns
over and doesn’t start. There is not any spark at
the plugs. Bob had this red spindly 12 volt wire
run from the coil to the distributor, first change
nothing. Get out the volt ohm meter and start
checking. Voltage in all the right places and acceptable amounts too. Bob didn’t like the late
style distributor cap and wanted to change to
the crab ’42 style cap. We changed the cap
and ohmed out all the plug wires, replaced the
cap still no spark at the plugs. We ended up
changing the distributor, coil, and condenser.
We changed the starter thinking it was drawing to much voltage taking away from the coil.
I sanded the paint off the pan where the
starter mounts along with the started making sure
it was making good contact, even 12 volts didn’t
help. The coil was still getting 4 plus volts when
the engine was cranking so that wasn’t the problem. I pulled all the spark plugs and put oil down
the cylinders to make sure we had compression.
The following day Bobby York
came over to add his expertise. We pulled
the distributor cap and could see the spark
jump in the points but nothing to the plugs.
It turned out that while there was a ground connection to run the starter it didn’t leave any extra
capacity for the ignition. Running a jumper wire
from the battery to the engine, the engine fired
right up. Cleaning the paint off from under and
around the ground strap made all the difference.

V8 club members are furiously getting
their cars ready for the departure for Auburn
this week, the last week of August. Well at least
some are getting ready while others will just
drive off and hope it holds together, If it doesn’t
Kent will be there to fix it. Either way it should
be a fun filled adventure.
The club, through Duane Shuck will
present the Foundation with our $1000.00
donation at the Central National Meet. It was
approved earlier but not presented.
Coming Events; if you haven’t made
reservations for the Austin overnight, you need
to get busy and call. Vern has been working
hard to make this an interesting and enjoyable
outing.
Mark is working on the Sept meeting
place along with the Cultural Event coming in
November. I’ll let him expound further on this.
As for me, here I sit on the eve of our
wedding anniversary writing this bit for the
Sept Rumble sheet, when I should be thinking
about getting a card (& present) for Mary.
Dobie & Mary
wlgillies@juno.com

Why Won’t It Run???

Mary and I drove to Texas to visit
the Parmelee’s and help Bob put some fenders on his ’48 Ford coupe’ that he is building.
He had been after me to come down and help
him for some time. My sister was having her
50th wedding anniversary in Branson and
Mary indicated that we had to attend. So being that close to Texas it was a good time
to go a little further and see Bob and Judy.
Before we could put the front fenders
on we had to get the engine running as it had
been 2 ½ years since it last ran. A little gas down
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Planned 2009 TCRG Club Activities
Month
September

October
November
December

Date
2
13
13
26, 27
7
Mid Oct
4
TBD
2

Event
Comments
Membership Meeting
Dinner Cruise, Galaxy Drive In
Wayzata Car Show
James J Hill Days, see brochure on page 4
4th annual All Ford Apple Valley Ford, see brochure on page 10
Show
Austin Car Tour
SPAM Museum, Vern Halvorson host
Membership Meeting
Member’s “Show N Tell” night
Fall Colors Tour
Currently being coordinated
Membership Meeting
Literature Show & Automobilia, Ron Long
Cultural Event
Planning for show, comedy club, dinner, etc.
Membership Meeting
Annual Christmas Party

Recurring 2009 Events (Unplanned)
The following events were obtained from the Autoswalk website or were recommended by TCRG
club members. Most are hot rod themed cruise-ins noted for their fun and popularity. Enjoy!
Event
When
Comment
Historic Hastings Cruise In
Saturday Nights
Every Other Sat. night, 5/30 to 10/3
Downtown St Paul, Kellogg Ave Saturday Night
7/18, 8/15, 8/29, 9/12
Minnetonka Drive In
Every Thursday
Late May through early September
Classic Car Night, Bobby & 2nd Wednesday 7090 21st Ave, Lino Lakes, MN, Starting
Steve’s, Classic Cadillac Diner
of each month
5/13 through 9/9
The Pizza Shop
Every Thursday
1037 Dodd Rd, W. St Paul, 55118
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Wow, the 23rd Annual. We’ve been attending for 23, and coordinating for 22. That’s a lot of
organizing. That’s a lot of volunteer help.
This year the volunteers again stepped up
to assist. Even being coordinator, I found it somewhat easy to get volunteers to sign up. Bill Gillies
and I had gone up and painted boundary lines in
the park on Tuesday. On Wednesday, the county
came through and mowed it one last time and made
our markings slightly less visible. On Thursday, the
carnival arrived and setup no where near where the
Park Operations staff had told me. They just wanted to see how much I would take. Come Friday, all
was for naught. The crafters, the teen tent, the petting zoo, and the outhouses over took our boundaries.
On Saturday, the fence was delivered, and
the group worked to adjust to the ever changing field
layout. I know they were doing a good job, as I ran
past them after 30 minutes and they were done with
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next year; I will be the youngest in the age group.
Sunday arrived very early, especially after
the early end to Saturday night, when the storms
blew thorough and the Public Safety Department
evacuated the park at 8:30 p.m. Mary helped me put
up the signs, and at 5:35 a.m. I had the Club trailer
hooked to the car and was on my way to the park. I
was met there by the president of the Thunderbird
Club and his wife. They had already cleaned up the

Show Boss Bruce Nelson convinced Dennis
Carney to assist him with the awards

Morning crew BJ Johnson and John Titus
register Jim Davis and other “early risers”
one side. Yes, I again had to prove that being over
30 has no ill effects to your running ability, and had
entered the Stockyard Days 5K. The fence installers
almost finished before Mother Nature watered the
grass. After the awards ceremonies, I stopped over
to check on their progress and, well, I should have
brought some towels. I know you want to know, I
finished in 32:52 and 5th out of 5. Seems I have
become the eldest in my age group. But wait until
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field and were starting on repairing and closing up
the fence.
The new trailer makes it so easy to get to
the items you need. No more removing items to get
to others. BJ beat Howie by 20 minutes, and Howie
will have to buy a new alarm clock.
No matter what time we put on the flyer, newspaper
ad, or electronic format, people always show up at
6:30 a.m. I try my best to ignore them and get the
canopy and tables set up. This year the field layout
guy from the Thunderbird Club didn’t show up, so
I laid out the field with the help of Gary Weyrauch.
I guess it is OK then for some swappers to show up
early – thanks Gary!
At about 7:15 a.m. we were ready and we
started letting people in. It starts at 8 a.m. This
year’s totals are as follows:
183 cars drove in (213 in 2008)		
160 registered (172 in 2008)

108 turned in car owner ballots
27 swappers (42 in 2008)

awards, while I gave away a 2010 Mustang Convertible just 200 feet away. You didn’t win Dennis.
Sorry.
Thanks to those that signed up, did extra
shifts, helped take down, and counted the ballots. It
would not have happened without you. Hopefully
we wound the fence up tight enough and it will fit in
the old trailer. Ron says he will let us know.

Gary Weyrauch survived a robust, fast paced,
high stakes swap business all day long. Can’t you
tell?
- 54% of the car owners said they found out about
the show via club or internet
- 19% of the car owners said they read about it in
the newspaper
- 15% of the car owners said they heard about it
from a friend or had been here before
- 12% of the car owners said they saw a flyer
Our gate was down $145.00 from 2008,
but our split income was up $185.70 because we
didn’t need to replenish our supplies this year. So,
each organization got $401 and change.
Another excellent day and a great turnout
by Club members and car owners. I want to thank
Dennis Carney for filling in for me handing out the

Al Rehder and Gary Rosenberger are all smiles
as they work their shift at the registration table

Sandy, Cathy, Dianne and Mary tally the voting
ballots with their usual high integrity

Ron Long’s ‘37 Coupe and John Cramble’s ‘36
Convertible Sedan. John is selling his beautiful
maroon ‘36 for those who may be interested.
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You never know what might show up in New
Brighton, such as this “hot” ‘31 Ford fire car
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Approximately 55 members attended
the TCRG Annual Picnic, held at Wabun Park
in Minneapolis August 5th. The picnic was fully
catered so members could relax and enjoy the
summer weather. Here are some pictures from
the event submitted by Ron Long.
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Not too often do you have three ‘37 Fords parked
together at a TCRG event. The proud owners are
(L to R) Gary Weyrauch, Mike Wyman and Ron
Long

Got Seat belts? Maybe...maybe not...

I have always tried to do things right, especially in regard to safety. Recently, I decided to
replace my seat belts in my ‘56 T’bird because the old ones were looking worn and faded. I ordered
a new pair through SeatBeltsPlus.com, and thought I would simply replace the belts that were currently in the car. No problem, 30 minutes and I’m back cruising. Well, that didn’t happen! After
safely jacking the car and rolling under it, I could not believe what I found. Apparently, Dad and I
have been using seat belts for years that were bolted to the floorboards with nothing but a nut. No
steel plate, no thick fender washer, in fact no washer at all ...just a nut! We would not have survived
a 5 MPH crash with this crude and scary setup!
After I installed the new ones properly and safely, I decided to write so you won’t have this
“allure of safety” happen to you. If you own or purchase a car with seat belts and have not personally inspected them, do so now. You just might be surprised at what you find! Happy Motoring!
Mark Crichton
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Alex Tremulis SIA ‘74 Article, Conclusion

Others have asked how on earth Chrysler,
who had now retrenched with conventional silhouettes, managed to buy such an advanced program.
Let me put it this way. Had Ralph Roberts and I
walked in with two beautiful proposals its chances of
success would have been 100 to 1 against its approval. Because of the nature of the business it would
have been nit picked to death and would have never
seen the light of day. Instead we walked in that day
and we sold an abstraction with crude drawings. We
sold a philosophy that day. K. T. and Dave Wallace
squinted their eyes and tried to IMAGINEER what
we were trying to design and bought sight unseen
what we hadn’t as yet ever designed. In Chrysler’s
own primitive way their
Airflow philosophy, which
had reached deaf ears, was
suddenly rekindled when we
two walked in and breathed
life in the theory that the
torture of innocent air must
cease. We had them at our
mercy. It was good for all
of us. The seeds of innuendo had been planted by the
cars’ smashing success at
New York and that perhaps
Chrysler was right when it
developed its AIRFLOW PHILOSOPHY. It gave
the illustrious house of Le Baron, a tragic child of
the depression, the opportunity to go out in a blaze
of glory and honor in its last dying gasp of life with
a final contribution to the art.
The New York show was fantastic. Up to
the very last minute the phaeton had been called the
Golden Arrow. Imagine my surprise upon my arrival when I first saw a sign on it labeling it the Chrysler
Newport. The initial first runs of brochures were
now obsolete and new ones were now being printed
in New York. As we had raced to the wire I had two
gold arrows that had been fabricated in our shops
and was to place them somewhere on the car with a
tape backing.

Chrysler advertising men had decided that
the car in no way even resembled Seagraves Golden
Arrow and someone had hurriedly thought up the
name NEWPORT which was a real stoke of genius
and most apropos for the car. There was an easel
with a large sketch pad and a very distinguished
moderator in a tuxedo introduced both cars entitled “The Measured Mile Creates Two new Motor
Cars”. My original proposal was read verbatim. I
would sketch the race cars as the narration unfolded
and a very lovely model in a glistening gown would
stamp ‘Courtesy of the Chrysler Corporation’ on
the sketch and everybody, especially the kids, would
start scrambling for the mementos. The press was
tremendous for us
with such headlines as
“Chrysler, The Pioneers of the Airflow
Were Now Pointing
The Way To The Future”. In our own little
way we had erased
some of the stigma of
the Chrysler Airflow
as typical overheard
remarks sounded like
this: “You know the
Airflows weren’t really
that bad looking, they were a bit radical and maybe
20 years ahead of their time.” Eventually both cars
went on tour and were seen by a reputed 6 million
people.
		
General Motor, under Harley
Earl, had at that time been recognized as the undisputed leaders in Styling. They were also showing their famed Buick show car then known as the
y model and later called the Fireball. It was a very
beautiful detailed car with front fenders terminating in the front door. Ralph had beaten GM to the
punch by flowing the front fenders in a gentle continuous sweep resulting in a happy marriage with
the rear fender. The Thunderbolt was devoid of all
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Tremulis article continued on page 10

Tremulis article continued from pg 9
semblances of fenders except for a subtle rear bulge
that indicated where rear fenders used to be. Both
of our cars in later years exerted a tremendous influence on the direction that styling was to take. When
I got back to Detroit John Tjaarda informed me that
his budget had been drastically cut because of the
coming war in Europe so consequently I was laid
off.
In my book Ralph is a true aristocrat of
motordom. As the force that motivated LeBaron
he is the personification of the dignity and elegance
that the House of
LeBaron stood for. He is a gentleman and a designer of tremendous distinction. These are the facets
that made LeBaron one of the most respected coach
builders of all time.
The last time I saw Ralph was at an Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg symposium. In his early70s he appeared utterly ageless. Someone there
showed him a ski training machine. Ralph put his
feet in the stirrups and demonstrated the most fantastic slaloms. No mystery to me, for on the glistening white slopes of Aspen he just simply draws an
invisible smooth black line with the eye of an eagle
exactly as he did on his Newport. Long, long life
Ralph and Happy Skiing.

• 1946 Ford Bus Coupe, Parting out, clear
MN title. Joel Bergstrom 651-631-0091. email
bergieja@usfamily.net
• Time to clear out some stuff, just make an offer,
or come by and get some of the unannounced
items. Vern Halvorson, 763-544-7578
Pair of 40 heads “A” nice shape, 51 Merc Dash,
50-51 insert for dash, Engine stand (it will hold
a V 8), 47 Ford Steering wheel needs repair.
4 front fender extensions two pair, decent, Two
air power hand sanders- worked for me, A lot of
stainless for a 50 Merc 4 dr, Nose piece for a 41
Ford Pick up- NOS but shelf worn, Pair of wind
wing frames only for a 46,47 and 47 Convert,
Set of NOS pistons “3-13/16 with writ pins .30
over, 50 Merc steering wheels- need repair, 6
and 12 volt battery tenders like new, Set of 8
used pistons 3-13/16- Dan Warden had them
in a car and changed them.
• 1951 Ford motor mounts, 2 front 1 rear
$25, also have a 1951 Ford overdrive 3 speed
transmission solenoids included unknown
condition $150 ct cell 6512763230, Earl Kelly

For Sale
Classified ads are free to TCRG members,
and will run for three consecutive months
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The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
of GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at

• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off,
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan,
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red,
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon,
one of the best in the world
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car,
never rusty, dressed flathead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel,
body-off, Columbia, still under construction,
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black,
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off restoration,
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all of BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with power divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, with
add on brake. Engine free. $1500.
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good.
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300
OBO.
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and
tires with hoist, no box. $1800.
• WANTED: 1955-56 T Bird in fully usable
condition, good driver is fine, prefer two tops.

BJ’s Corner

• 1932 Ford Roadster, real Henry body, repro
steel fenders, black, brown L/B leather, tan top,
dressed 59A engine, 12v, wwsw, rings. Super
fresh, not striped yet.
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, Tan, all steel,
correct Calif. body-off resto, tan top, brown
L/B leather, woodgrain, dog, wwsw, rings,
super killer car.
• 1949 Mercury Convertible, all steel, 10 year
body off resto, 12v, R&H, power windows, lite
yellow, red interior, tan top, killer nice car with
test miles only.

Wanted
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• Banjo steering wheel and Greyhound both
for 1936 Ford. Werner Langenbach 763 5440097 email: my29townsedan@usfamily.net
• Ford hand tools to make up a tool kit. Monkey
wrench, Box wrench, screwdriver, small openend wrenches. Harvey Oberg, 651-739-9754
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifications
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker
to do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918

Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

