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Twin Cities Regional Group Information
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V‐8
Club of America and is sent to all current members and
advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V‐8 Club
of America, and is a non‐profit corporation in the state of
Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor
Company vehicles and related historical materials from the
era of the flathead V‐8 engines, including all Fords, Mer‐
curys and Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at 7:30
p.m. on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
of time or site will also be announced in the Rum‐
ble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $20 per calen‐
dar year. Membership in the Early Ford V‐8 Club
of America (the National Club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting Material
Please send all materials for publication to Bruce
Nelson, 2887 W. Owasso Blvd., Roseville, MN
55113, or email nelsb01@msn.com. Rumble Sheet
material deadline is the 15th of the month. E‐mail
body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will
run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost
of $30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

For Sale
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will
run for three consecutive months. (removal month
ins in parenthesis)
The following ads are from Gary Nielsen at
(320) 235‐3935 or (320) 894‐8685, or via email
at :
garybob@charter.net
 1949 Ford F‐6 with grain box and hoist. Two
speed rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495
OBO
 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with poser divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, and
add on brake. Engine free. $1500
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sics online, or at my place in Water‐
town. $30,000 Cliff Helling 952‐797‐
2224 (Dec‐13)



1936 Ford Fordor Trunk Back Sedan. Great
running and driving car. Red with red
interior. Partial 12 volt conversion. Has
fiberglass fenders and plywood in floor.
Needs a little TLC, but a solid running car.
Owned since 1999. Reads 93,000. Car in
St. Paul. Make offer. Email contact only:
judymlutter@gmail,com
(Nov‐13)
NEW — 1934 Ford Standard Tudor. Black
with painted windshield frame, one black
horn and one left rear tail light. Stock en‐
gine, transmission, and body with correct
taupe imitation leather interior option. It
was the least expensive model, however
this one has authentic wind wings, a Co‐
lumbia rear end, 1953 steering, hydro
brakes, turn signals, 12 volts, radio, heater,
and new paint and tires. A great driver for
the past 45 years. See it at Hooked on Clas‐

Wanted


NEW — 1946—1948 (1946 preferred)
Ford Sedan Coupe rear venting quarter
window (left and right) assemblies,
complete with garnish moldings. Joel
Bergstrom 651‐631‐0091 (Jan‐14)

———————————————————
Continued from page 10:
and said he should go there. Many years
later when I was telling Marian and John
about the trip and the way they drove
those cars off the assembly line, she said
they probably were testing to see if every‐
thing worked.
In 2008 I went back to Girard for my 60th
high school reunion. My friend Eugene
was there also. We were reminiscing about
our time in high school and about the Ford
trip. He said he never bought a Ford and
never would after he saw the way they
drove the cars off the assembly line!
In later years I often wished I had kept that
letter from Ford. Wouldn’t that be a great
collector’s item today?
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about a diner two blocks down the street. We
went there and ordered cheeseburgers, fries
and a drink, then went back to the hotel.
I forgot to bring an alarm clock, so asked the
lady to call us at 6:00 AM. We got the call, got
up and left. We stopped at the diner for hot
cakes and then drove on to Dearborn.
Upon arrival at the Ford building, a girl at the
reception desk asked us what we wanted. I
gave her my letter with the tour reservation.
She asked us to sign in and got us a badge. At
10:15 AM a man came and said his name was
Jack. He would go with us and be our guide.
There were six other men in our group.
We entered a long hallway lined with win‐
dows to watch the assembly line. We saw a
car frame on a conveyer belt and a man
started to install the differential and drive
shaft as we walked along. The body, front
end were installed. Next installed were the
seats, dash, doors, motor with the transmis‐
sion, fenders, radiator, wheels, bumpers and
miscellaneous items. A man put gas in and
another man jumped in and started up the
motor and drove it off the line and around to
the right through some doors. The tires were
squealing all the way out.
The next car in front of us wouldn’t start, so
three more men ran up and the driver jumped
out and they all pushed it straight ahead and
it coasted into the wall slightly.
We were then led back to where we started
and turned in the badges. Our guide an‐
swered our questions. Eugene and I then
drove all the way home after having a great
time.
When I got back to work, Mr. Berger wanted

Remembering Back When
By Dick Hecker
(this story was sent to me by my good friends the Heck‐
ers of Costa Mesa California — ed.)
When I was a teenager working for Berger Motors
(Ford), in Youngstown, Ohio, I thought it would be
great to go to Dearborn, Michigan to see the new
1946 Ford assembly line.
One day I saw Mr. Berger by the time clock as I
was clocking out. I asked him if I would be able to
go to see the new Ford assembly line. He didn’t
know but said he would ask the Ford representa‐
tive. It was about a week later when Mr. Berger
came to me and said I could go. He gave me a let‐
ter from Ford that said I was scheduled for a tour a
week later on Thursday at 10:30 AM.
At the time I was working midnight to 8:00 AM so
Mr. Berger asked me to check with Jack, the park‐
ing garage and gas station manager, to get some‐
one to take my shift the two nights I would be
gone. Jack said he would find one of the day shift
men to cover for me. I told my folks and that
sounded good to them. I also asked my friend
Eugene if he could go along.
Eugene and I left Girard, Ohio about 2:00 PM and
drove to Toledo, Ohio, arriving about 6:30 PM. It
was 155 miles to Toledo and 55 miles to Dearborn,
Michigan, so we had to stay in Toledo and finish
the trip the next morning. We found a hotel in
Toledo and went in to get a room. The lady at the
registration desk said they didn’t rent to teenagers.
I told her we were from Girard, Ohio and were go‐
ing to Dearborn, Michigan, to see the new Fords
assembly line. She asked where Girard was and I
said it was next to Youngstown, Ohio. I showed
her the letter from Ford and then she let us rent a
room with 2 single beds. I asked the lady if there
was a place to get something to eat. She told us

to know all about our trip. I thanked him and
Continued on page 11
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TCRG Activities

TCRG Activities

Friday, September 27 ,— 5 pm, Car Show — Rose‐
ville VFW Post 7555, 1145 Woodhill Drive, just
north of Lexington and County Road C in Rose‐
ville. Behind new Fire Station. No prizes, no judg‐
ing, just BS (tire kicking) and bragging. Food and
drink available.

October Meeting Details: The All About
Henry Meeting. Dig out one or two of your
favorite Henry Ford TEXT books and bring
them along. Check to see if you have ones
that others don’t have in their collections. No
prizes for the rarest one. Just the gratitude of
the members for bringing it out and showing
it to all. (Please no extremely valuable items
that require armed guards. The church is a
weapons free environment.)

Wednesday, October 2 , 7:30 pm — Monthly Meet‐
ing, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, St. Paul. See
Meeting details in next column.
October 8—13 —AACA Annual Fall Meet, (also
known as Hershey), in Hershey PA. The Grand‐
daddy of them all. Looking for a room? Contact
the Editor for information. There maybe room
available in Annville.
Saturday, October 12 , Fall Tour. 9:30 am Meet at
the Machine Shed in Woodbury. More information
on page 8.
Thursday, October 19, — Geezer Breakfast
Wednesday, November 6 , — 7:30 pm — Monthly
Meeting, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, St. Paul,
Further Down the Road Events

Monthly Meeting Location
Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran
Church, 1660 West County Road B, St Paul,
MN 55113‐4073, (651) 631‐1510
Directions: From North or South: I‐35W to
Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South,
turn right at first stop light (Cty Rd B) look for
church on left. OR I‐35E to Hwy 36, west on
Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first
stop light (Cty Rd B) look for church on left.
Plenty of parking.
Program: Bring a dollar to donate. The pro‐
gram is All About Henry Ford (literally).

TCRG Glovebox

2014 Spring Fling, May 23—26, 2014 — Council
Bluffs, Iowa.

Cover Photo: The editor snaps a photo of
Gary Weyrauch’s trunk after emptying his
wallet at Cliff’s garage sale.
Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Gary Rosenberger, Bill
Gillies for submissions.

2014 Central National Meet, August 19—22, 2014
— Springfield, IL. Sponsored by the Northern Illi‐
nois Regional Group.
Information on
www.earlyfordv8.org and page 7.
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Notes From the President’s
Oblong Table

Tales from the Ice
With the 1936 pickup home now, things in the
garage have had to change. Besides finding items
that I knew were in the garage, just not where, I
have had to do some re‐arranging.
For years the 1936 chassis was up against the back
wall. Having it open to work on has meant that
the 1949 is now up against the back wall. The bad
news is that it is the driver’s side that is against
the wall, and this has created a problem with
planning for winter stor‐
age. How do you top off
the gas tank when the
filler is against the wall?
But I may have come up
with a remedy for this. I
have been thinking of
putting the 1949 in the
back storage building and moving the 1950 Ford
chassis to the front. But why am I thinking of this,
there still is a lot of summer weather left, and why
do something before you need to? (and then the
Prez column to the left says that Summer is
over?!?!?!?)
I have my list of items for Hershey made out, in‐
cluding the items for others. I have the volunteers
lined up to work the Early Ford V‐8 Club’s space.
Guess the only thing left is wanting nice weather.
That always is a gamble, but, if the weather is bad,
we found a casino about 7 miles away last year.
Hey, it’s just another thing on the list — visit the
casino.
This will be my 31st year of traveling east in Octo‐
ber. It certainly doesn’t seem that long ago.

Fall is upon us already! Where has the Summer
gone? It’s time to think of color tours, raking
leaves, oiling up the snow blower and officer
nominations! It has been an exciting Summer.
What with the National Tour passing through
our area, the Great American Race starting at
Back to the 50’s, and our own Club tours and
activities, we have had plenty of chances to get
those flatheads out. As I said before, now it’s
time to think about officers for the next year,
and our Winter Installation Banquet.
For the last couple of years there has been talk
of possibly hosting another Central National
Meet. To that end, I checked out the Wabasha
area recently, but found that it was lacking in
several areas. Mainly, it doesn’t have enough
motel rooms, and the only large banquet facility
was on a gravel road.
See you at the October Meeting;
Dennis

Well, that’s all for this time…….remember, keep
your stick on the ice.
Bruce
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September Meeting Minutes

The Banquet is coming up. Who would like to
be the Go To Guy for this?
Talking Volunteers— Club elections of officers
is around the corner. We always need new
blood or old blood, but we need folks to step
up. Might that be You?
Meeting adjourned at 2015 hours / 8:15 pm.
The Secretary
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
This probably does not apply to most of us now,
but if you think back 25 years or so, it could
have happened to you…………….
How To Stop People From Bugging You
About Getting Married:
Old Aunts used to come up to me at weddings,
poking me in the ribs and telling me, “You’re
next.”
They stopped after I started doing the same
thing to them at funerals.

Meeting was promptly called to order at 1945
(that’s 7:45 pm for all you normal people — ed).
Treasurer’s Report: As of tonight we have $3664
in the check book. Be sure to get in any TCRG
bills promptly so we can get them paid.
Editor: NEED articles (and I ain’t kidding — ed).
Don’t be hesitant about writing an article for the
Rag, I mean Rumble Sheet.
Membership: 89 current members and a pros‐
pect.
Activities: Fall Tour coming Oct 12 th. Feel free
to give Gary R a call with any ideas. See activi‐
ties update in Rumble Sheet.
Stockyard Days: So far this is now the club’s ma‐
jor money maker. We made $200 more this year
than last. We had 173 cars registered and 32
swapper spaces taken. At this point we are an‐
ticipating there will be a Stockyard Days in 2014.
Bruce N is an official Stockyard Days Board
member as of now. Don’t get kicked off, Bruce.
Restaurant Fund Raiser Turn out on Aug 20th: Sign over the mirror in the Woman’s restroom
Good turn out in Bloomington per the Pres. An‐ in Ed Debevic’s in Beverly Hills, CA.
You’re too good for him.
other money maker (we hope). All you had to do
was turn up with your antique “Ride” and the
club was to receive 20% of gross sales for the Sign over the mirror in the Men’s restroom in
night. Pretty simple!
Ed Debevic’s in Beverly Hills, CA.
New Business: Cliff H is down sizing his empo‐
No wonder you always go home alone.
rium of old Ford parts at discount prices. Folks
now is the time if you need or don’t need parts to
check out Cliffs place in Watertown. At this (and since you are going to ask Ed Debevic’s is a
writing the sale is most likely over. But who full service restaurant in both Beverly Hills and
Chicago where people who want to be seen,
knows? Cliff may still have something for you.
Steve S brought up discussion that we need to hang out.)
consider new ideas on making money for the
club. Right now the Ford Picnic and Stockyard
Days are our major generators for funds. Per‐
haps we should charge a nominal fee for parking
at the Ford Picnic. There are things we can do to
enhance attendance at these events or start some‐
thing new. He has not been to any event lately
that they don’t charge you for something. Do
9
you have any ideas? If so lets hear them.

Support our Advertisers!
Annual Fall Leaf Tour 2013
On Saturday October 12, 2013 we will meet at
9:30 AM in the parking lot of the Machine Shed
Restaurant at 8515 Hudson Blvd. Follow I‐94
to Hwy 13 or Innwood Avenue Exit 250 and it
is on the NE corner of that intersection. After
we meet, we will head east over the bridge to
Hudson WI. and beyond. We will stop for
lunch and find a apple orchard or a cheese
shop along the way. We will do our usual tour
of the back roads and look for some colorful
leaves. One of these years we will find what
we are looking for. Any problems that day
give me a call on my cell. My number is 651‐
470‐5992.
Gary Rosenberger

To appease the leaf gods, I have added this
picture to help Gary in his search for leafs on
the tour. — ed.
Vell, Ole and Lena went to the same Lutheran
Church. Lena went every Sunday and taught
Sunday School. Ole went on Christmas and
Easter and once in awhile, he went on one of
the other Sundays. On one of those Sundays,
he was in the pew right behind Lena and no‐
ticed vhat a fine looking woman she was.
Vhile dey were taking up the collection, Ole
leaned forward and said, “Hey, Lena, how

about you and me go to dinner in New Ulm next
Friday?ʺ ʺYah, Ole, dot vould be nice,ʺ said
Lena.
Well, Ole couldnʹt believe his luck. All week
long he polished up his old Ford, and on Friday
he picked Lena up and took her to the finest res‐
taurant in New Ulm. When they sat down, Ole
looked over at Lena and said, ʺHey, Lena, vould
you like a cocktail before dinner?ʺ ʺOh, no, Ole,ʺ
said Lena. ʺVat vould I tell my Sunday School
class?ʺ
Vell, Ole was set back a bit, so he didnʹt say
much until after dinner. Then he reached in his
pocket and pulled out a pack of cigarettes. ʺHey,
Lena,ʺ said Ole, ʺvould you like a smoke?ʺ ʺOh,
no, Ole,ʺ said Lena. ʺVat vould I tell my Sunday
School class?ʺ
Vell, Ole vas feeling pretty low after that, so he
yust got in his Ford and vas driving Lena home
ven dey passed the Hot Springs Motel. Heʹd
struck out twice already, so he figured he had
nothing to lose. ʺHey, Lena,ʺ said Ole, ʺhow
vould you like to stop at that motel with me?ʺ
ʺYah, Ole, dot vould be nice,ʺ said Lena. Vell,
Ole couldnʹt believe his luck. He did a U‐turn
right then and there across the median and eve‐
rything, and drove back to the motel and
checked in vith Lena.
The next morning Ole got up first. He looked at
Lena lying there in the bed, her gray curls on the
pillow. ʺVat have I done? Vat have I done?ʺ
thought Ole. He shook Lena and she woke up.
ʺLena, Iʹve got to ask you von ting,ʺ said Ole.
ʺVat are you going to tell your Sunday School
class?ʺ
ʺLena said, ʺThe same ting I alvays tell dem. You
donʹt have to smoke and drink to have a good
8 time!ʺ

Happy Birthday
October 1
October 10
October 19
October 31

Dennis Carney
Donna Ditmanson
David Gohl
Jim Rucci
Headquarters Machine & Restoration
Benefit from Our Experience

_________________________________________________________________________________

Early V-8 Pros – We learned by doing
Give us a call when you require know how
a computer cannot provide
We excel in repairing, maintaining, & rebuilding all engines

612-568-0068
www.hq-ma.com

To the left: this has to be the coolest Ford neon
ever. Not sure where it came from, but it cer‐
tainly had to do with a Ford Sales Promotion.
Just think of seeing this at a Ford Dealer.

5

Ford Plant Idea Update
September 11, 2013 — Letter to the Editor appears in The Highland Villager. Hopefully it will raise
awareness about the proposed idea. The bad news is that the Villager does not publish Tom and
Bruce’s email addresses so that people can respond to us.
September 18, 2013 — Drove past the Plant today and they are into demolishing the main building.
The older part with the skylights in the roof. They certainly are moving faster than expected.

Miscellany












2014 Central National Meet

Like the Prez mentioned in his column, it’s
time to start thinking about being nominated
or volunteering for a position on the TCRG
Board.
CertiFit is now open in Roseville. Not old
parts, but reasonable parts for your daily
driver.
The October Meeting (October 2) is going to be
an interesting one. No doubt we will get to see
some books on Henry Ford that most of us
may not have seen before, or for that matter,
ever heard of. Remember, books — not sales
flyers or parts manuals — actual books that
were written by Henry Ford, or about Henry
Ford.
And yes, that is a genuine Norwegian joke on
page 8. I told you that I was looking for mate‐
rial for the Rumble Sheet……..
So please take this as a hint (again) that I am
looking for articles for the newsletter. I sup‐
pose I could just delete 4 pages and make it
smaller.
If you check the classified ads on the National
website, you will see that we are trying to sell
some of the remaining Bruce Johnson books.

The Northern Illinois Regional Group #8 pre‐
sents V‐8ing Joy In Illinois, August 19—22,
2014. We will be celebrating the 75th Anni‐
versary of the 1939 Ford and the Introduction
of the Mercury.
We invite you to gather with your fellow V‐
8ers in historic Springfield, Illinois. Our
headquarters hotel will be the Crowne Plaza.
Tentative events include:
 Raffle Room
 Vehicle clean up and operational check
 Swap meet
 Lincoln Presidential Museum tour
 Welcome reception
 Seminars
 Meet National Officers
 Owners and Judges Meeting
 Judge’s breakfast
 Ladies tour and lunch
 Concourse at Crowne Plaza
 Driving tour to Lincoln sites
 Awards Banquet
Email for information: 2014cnm@nirgv8.org
Just Announced: three 20 inch electric neon
clocks and a personalized Arlen Olson 16 x
30 acrylic piece of artwork featuring the win‐
ner’s vehicles will be raffle prizes.
And…...If you have already registered (early
registration) you should have been notified
of the hotel information.
——Just 503 miles from Saint Paul. Plenty of
two lane roads to travel to get there.

Running boards so clean and shiny that you can eat off of them.
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