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Picnics, Carbs and Hayrides

Doesn’t get more relaxing than that!
Inside...

• Club Activities
• Picnic at the Hellings
• Story behind Denny’s ‘48 Coupe
• Fall Colors Tour Plans
• Letters to the Editor

T w i n C i t i e s R e g i o n a l G r o u p I n f o r m at i o n
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of flathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Bruce
Nelson, 2887 W. Owasso Blvd., Roseville 55113,
or e-mail NELSB01@msn.com. Rumble Sheet
material deadline is the 15th of the month. E-mail
body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org
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Editor
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Activities Director
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Membership

Joel Bergstrom
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Past President

Bill Gillies
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Sunshine Lady

Jean Shuck
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Archives

Jerry Felton
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Art Director
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Webmaster
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612-801-3620

TCRG Activities

TCRG Glovebox

Wednesday, October 5, 7:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, St Michael’s Lutheran Church. See details below right.
Saturday, October 8th, 9 AM
FALL LEAF TOUR- Meet at Perkins Restaurant, 1040 Pearson Dr., Hudson, WI 54016,
715-386-9541. Tour leaves promptly at 9 AM,
so come earlier for breakfast. See Gary’s invitation on page 5
Wed - Sat, October 5th to 8th
ANNUAL FALL HERSHEY EVENT,
Hershey, PA
Wednesday, October 12, 6 PM to 10 PM
AARP DRIVER TRAINING COURSE,
St Michael’s Lutheran Church, Bill Gillies to
conduct the course. See directions below right
Thursday, October 20, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Pippens Restaurant,
2905 Snelling Ave N, Roseville, MN 55113
Exit Rt 36 and travel north, or 694 and travel
south. 651-639-0633. Thanks Bill Gillies for
coordinating.
Wednesday, November 2
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, St Michael’s Lutheran Church, details in the November Rumble Sheet.
Wednesday, December 7
TCRG ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY, St
Michael’s Lutheran Church. For planning purposes, more to come

• Cover Photo: Cliff and Mary Helling opened
up their home (and carburetors) for a great TCRG
picnic. See more Ron Long photos on pages 7 and
10! By sure to ask a few members about the hayride
from hell!
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Bill Blood, Gordy Ditmanson,
Dennis Carney, Ron Long, Tom Halfpenny, Joel
Bergstrom, Bill Gillies and Mark Crichton for their
contributions this month.
• Darrel Bruesehoff Passing: It is with great
sadness the club reports the passing of new member
Darrel Bruesehoff. Darrell passed away suddenly on
September 13th. Please keep Darrell’s wife Vicky
and the Bruesehoff family in your thoughts and
prayers.
• Driver Training: Bill Gillies has coordinated
another AARP Drivers Training Class for members
on Wednesday October 12 from 6 to 10 PM.
Contact Bill at 651-633-1564 if you are interested in
attending. As they say “Safe driving is no accident!”
• Free Extension Ladder: Mark Crichton is
offering a free 24’ heavy duty aluminum extension
ladder to any club member willing to come over
a take it out of my garage. Call 612-801-3620 or
email mc56bird@comcast.net.

October Meeting Info

Happy Birthday!

October 1 		
October 10 		
October 19		
October 23 		
October 26 		
October 31 		

Dennis Carney
Donna Ditmanson
David Gohl
Walter Hanson
Karla Fredrick
Jim Rucci
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Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660
West County Road B, St Paul, MN 55113-4073
(651) 631-1510
Directions: From North or South: I-35W to
Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South,
turn right at first stop light (Cty Rd B) look for
church on left.   OR I-35E to Hwy 36, west on
Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first
stop light (Cty Rd B) look for church on left.
Plenty of parking.
Program: Bring a dollar to donate. General
business meeting and tire-kicking. Hope we get
lucky with good weather so you can drive the
V-8. See you there!

Fall Greetings!

Bill’s Corner

Tales from the Ice

While the frost has already touched most
of our tomato plants, there’s still time to have fun
with our old Fords. Our stellar Activities Director,
Gary, will be laying out he particulars of the Fall
Color Tour for October. He has always chosen
great scenery for our routes with interesting stops
along the way especially for meals! At this point it’s
scheduled for the weekend after the Hershey show/
swap meet. Particulars to be found elsewhere in this
issue.
I don’t know how many of us have been on
Cliff Hellings’ “thrill ride,” a hay wagon dragged
through the woods by a tractor, but the dozen or
so who participated in this year’s ride won’t soon
forget it! The only casualty I know of was tearing
off the right corner of the hay wagon. I was on a
previous ride and so knew what kind of trip it might
be. It’s a story to tell your grandkids! The picnic
was a success, with lots to see and do, whatever your
interests. If you like old Fords there was no end to
the possibilities. Cliff and Mary were great hosts,
there were seemingly endless tasty dishes brought by
members, and everyone I talked with had a great
time. Thank you, Hellings!
On a sad note, new member, Darrel
Bruesehoff passed away. He was just getting his ‘40
Coupe roadworthy. We are sorry that we were not
able to spend more time with him.
The October membership meeting will be
led by vice president, Ron. Be nice to him. Some of
us will be in Hershey, PA for the annual show/swap
meet. After Hershey, we’ll have the Fall Color Tour
to enjoy.
It’s time to think about officers for next
year. Please consider running for office. November
will be the nominations meeting. It just ain’t that
hard to serve!
See you at the Fall Color Tour
Bill
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I was traveling the Roseville garage
sale/estate sale market recently and found two
very nice plastic storage boxes. Since the price
was right they will now become the ‘new’ ballot
boxes for the New Brighton Car Show. And on
that subject, the issue of the 2012 car show has
not come up yet at the Stockyard Days meetings yet, so nothing to report yet.
And speaking of summer, what the
heck happened? Ninety degrees on a Monday and only 55 degrees on the next Thursday.
Hey, what happened to this global warming?
You will find a couple of new ads
in this issue. First is Cliff Helling’s ad for his
new book. I have
been reading it,
and I guess I had
forgotten
about
how much Cliff
had written for the
Rumble Sheet. If
you want a trip
down memory lane, I suggest you give Cliff a
call and reserve your copy now.
And we have a new advertiser: Harmony State Insurance Agency. Jim Lutes, agent,
is advertising with us to let us know that Harmony State has a new Collector Car Program.
Welcome.
When the October meeting is held, I
and Mary, and a few others will be in the great
state of Pennsylvania, hopefully enjoying the
Hershey swap meet and car show. So, let me
remind you – that I am always looking for articles (typed or not) for the next issue. I’m sure
you have a story about something. Send it in.
Well, that’s enough for this time…….
remember, keep your stick on the ice.
Bruce

Support our Advertisers!

On Saturday October 8, 2011 we will
head to Wisconsin for a day tour to explore the
colorful leaves. We will meet in Hudson WI at
the Perkins Restaurant located at 1040 Pearson
Dr. Take I-94 to Hudson, 2nd exit after crossing
the St. Croix River (Carmichael Rd), turn right
then left onto Center Dr. Turn left onto Pearson
Dr, look for the big American Flag.
We will leave at 9:00AM on the tour.
If you want to have breakfast come early and
eat, that would be fine. We plan to head east on
the back roads toward Spring Valley. We do not
have the total plan for the day yet as we had to
meet the dead-line for the Rumble Sheet.
We will have lunch (possibly in Durand)
along the way and cruise the back roads till the
sun goes down. Any problems that day give me
a call on my cell. My number is 651-470-5992.
Gary Rosenberger

Headquarters Machine & Auto
Classic, Collector, Street Rod & New
Quality Machine Work - 30+ Years Exp.
Engine Machining or Complete Rebuild
Remove Broken Studs & Bolts
Oil Change & Lube Using SL Oil
Helicoils & Stitching Blocks
All Needs For Your Old Car
5417 Boone Avenue N, New Hope, MN
612-460-4730

Collector Car Insurance

Give us a call
Jim Lutes – Agent
Harmony State Insurance Agency
17 Center Street E, Harmony MN 55939
507-886-2100
877-385-8837
Insurance of all kinds
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I have always wanted and loved 46-47-48 Ford
Coupes. I can remember clear back in Junior High School
the entrance to the service department of the local Ford
Garage, (Owl Motors in Winona) was half a block from
school and I would gaze lovingly at those coupes and sedans coming and going. I remember at the time thinking
that by the time I was old enough to get one, they would
be too old to want. As it turned out, it wasn’t the age
that stopped me, it was the price. Money was very tight.
There weren’t any jobs available in Winona for teenage
boys.
After my senior year in High School
I managed to earn a few
dollars at my neighborhood gas station, and
started to look for a car. I
discovered that my dream
46-47-48 Ford Coupe
was available, but was at
least $75 if it was drivable at all, while a 46-4748 Plymouth in decent
shape could be bought for
anywhere between $15 to
$50. So, I went through
several Plymouths and even a Chevrolet. After finishing
Dunwoody and getting a
real job, I drove modern
60’s cars and forgot (almost) about my 46-47-48
Coupe.
Then in the 80’s when I began my involvement
in the old car hobby, I again was always on the lookout
for that coupe. But it seemed that I was always finding
other cars instead, including a very memorable Plymouth
convertible, a nice 40 Ford Sedan, several Mustangs, a 50
and a 51 Ford Sedan and even a Corvair.
By now I had long ago given up hope of ever
finding that Coupe. Then on a Saturday night in August,
I took the Corvair to Hastings for their cruise night. I got
there early to get a spot on the main street. After backing
into a nice spot, I was putting the top down when I spotted
a nice looking black 1948 Ford Coupe parked two spaces
away from me. And look!!! It’s got a For Sale sign in the
window! I threw the top down, slapped the boot on and
tried to look nonchalant as I almost ran over to look it over
and talk to the seller. We talked for a while, he told me
what he wanted, I mentally balanced my check book, savings account, 401K, piggy bank contents, etc. and decided
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to think about it overnight, especially when I found out
the owner lived just a couple of miles from me. I called
the next morning and a deal was made.
So now I have that elusive 48 Ford Coupe that
has been on my wish list for over 57 years.
But that was only a small part of the story. The
amazing part is how that 48 Ford happened to be sitting
on the street in Hastings that night.
It began in 1953 when four young men who had
been friends throughout school graduated from Murray
High School in St. Paul. They remained friends through
College and all four settled in the Twin City area.
They were soon joined
by another ’53 grad from
another school. They all
became successful business men and at a social
event in 2001 they got the
idea to celebrate their long
friendship and approaching 50th high school reunion, by undertaking a
real adventure. A couple
of them had a love of old
cars and they proposed
buying an old car, restoring it and running in the Great
American Race.
After a couple of planning meetings they agreed
that the flathead Ford was the best way to go. They needed
the reliability, endurance, power, and parts availability that
only the flathead could give them. After a lot of looking in
swap meets, car corrals, answering ads etc., they decided
on a 48 Deluxe Coupe in the Volo Museum. They liked
this car because it had been cosmetically restored only, so
they could go through it mechanically. They bought it on
December 10, 2001 for $17,000 and drove it home that
afternoon and night. They actually got two blocks from
Volo before an electrical fire stopped them. After returning to the museum they discovered that the original wiring was shot. After a little taping up of a few wires they
set out again. As dusk fell they discovered they had no
tail lights, no heat, no gauges, no panel lights, but they
did have headlights. They stopped at a Target Store and
bought two lanterns which they duct taped to the back
bumper and then covered with red Christmas gift wrap.
They then proceeded to drive through the 18 degree night
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and arrived home in the wee hours of the morning.
The car was taken to Bruce Kelly’s restoration
shop for a complete mechanical rebuild. Frank Kraft rebuilt the engine, and the car was returned to them on May
16th 2002. After a couple of test runs and some fine tuning, they left on June 10th for San Antonio Texas and the
start of the 2002 Great American Race. That year the
race ran from San Antonio, east to Houston, and then
took a big loop back through Texas and Arizona, finally
ending in Anaheim California. Almost the entire race was
on back roads, much of them dirt or gravel. Temperatures ran well over 100 degrees most days, topping off at
123 degrees in Holtsville California. Between the heat
and the high altitude many cars broke down, but the 48
Ford ran perfectly, only suffering from two vapor locks.
They drove a total of 3210 miles with no other problems
over a period of 8 days and had a great time. One person
drove the truck and trailer, and the other four split into
two teams. One team drove and navigated while the other
team rode in the air conditioned truck. This way they
could take the heat much better.
After the race they trailered the car back home,
had it repainted and only drove it once or twice a year for
the next few years. Old age finally began to take its toll
on the five. One of them died in 2005, another is in poor
health and they decided to let the car go, even knowing
they would never get anywhere near what they had invested in it.
So it was decided that one of them would take it
to Hastings on a Saturday night and see if there was any
interest in it. And that is how I finally fulfilled my lifelong
wish to own a 46-47-48 Ford Deluxe Coupe.

No injuries were reported during the hayride
when fun guy Cliff took the scenic route at high
speed through the “back 40”.

Great turnout and weather at the Hellings for a
TCRG club picnic

Helling Picnic Memories

Cliff introduced his book “Studs, Cranks and
Dipsticks”, autographing copies for members
Yep... it’s a fire alright...
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More pics on pg 10

New Book by Cliff Helling

Geezer Breakfast Always Well Attended
Another successful Geezer Breakfast. This
one was held at the Louisiana Café in St. Paul. Attending were (from bottom left, clockwise) Harvey
Oberg, Bill Blood, Paul Dudek, Kent Tabako, Gary
Rosenberger, Glenn Kelly, Gordie Ditmanson, Bill
Gillies, Ron Long, Joel Bergstrom, Tom Halfpenny,
Gary Weyrauch, and Bill Gay.
Tom Halfpenny
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Pippens is the setting for the next Geezer
Breakfast, October 20 at 9 AM. Come and
join these TCRG members!

New Member

September Meeting Minutes

We had a new member to join TCRG
at our September meeting.

The meeting was called to order at 7:32PM
at St Michaels Church by President Bill Blood. New
member Darrel Bruesehoff and his wife Vicki were
welcomed by Bill Blood and the club. They have a
‘40 Ford Deluxe Coupe in good original condition.

Paul and Beverly Gorgos, #516
2489 Hillwood Drive
St Paul, MN 55119
651-730-4468
pbgorgos@comcast.net
Paul is enjoying retirement, and they
have a ‘39 Mercury Fordor in excellent shape.
Please welcome Paul and Beverly to the club!
Joel Bergstrom, Membership Chair

Geezer Breakfast Locations

At the Sept. Meeting the unexpected was noted
by the President that the Geezer Breakfast location had
changed from one place to another. I was given the job to
clarify what had been in place for selecting the location for
the breakfast over the past years.
The February 2010 issue of the Rumble Sheet
(page 9) was an article written by Mark Crichton called
“Geezer, Gentleman, and the magic of Breakfast” On
page 10 he lists the 6 places where we have met for breakfast. The main purpose was to alternate sites so members
could attend in their own area. The procedure has resulted in many members participating.
For the three years I was President and before, I
or the editor would select one of the 6 and put it in the RS.
The club members name associated with the restaurant
would then call and make arrangements.
Currently we have lost sight of the procedure
and we seemingly go to the default place of Curran’s. For
me this is the nosiest most confining, stuck back in the
corner, windowless cave in the world. The food is OK but
you can’t be heard above the din of dishes and shouts.
With Vern H. slowing down and Duane S. gone two restaurants have been forgotten.
Mark’s article asked others to step up and set up
new places for 2010. I don’t think that’s happened. How
about getting off your duff and help finding new quiet,
airy, light, windowed places for Geezer Breakfast!
W. Gillies
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The treasurer Roger Wothe reported that
the club has a balance of $4867.39 on hand. Joel
Bergstrom reported that membership is at 93.
Old Business
Bruce Nelson reported on New Brighton
show. See article in Sept RS for details.
The picnic at Helling’s was discussed and it
is all set,
BJ has the PO Box key and he is picking
up the mail and will bring it to the Geezer breakfast
each month.
New Business
Roger Wothe talked about JJ Hill Days at
Wayzata on Sept 11th. The car show costs $20 and
it runs from 10AM to 4PM.
Geezer Breakfast. Bill Gillies to advise
change on how we select locations.
There was discussion on car appraisals. Maybe have BJ give a talk on the subject.
Bruce Nelson reported that it cost $14.25
to mail left over trophies. Bill Gullies suggested that
maybe club members should not get a trophy. Maybe there should be a special category for club members.
Dave Sanderson reported about a Military
show north of Spooner Wi. It’s a good fund raiser
for local Vets.
Mary Gillies reported that Bob and Judy
Parmalee had been in the hospital but were out and
doing better.
Bill Gillies plans to give a 4 hr AARP driver
refresher course at St Michaels for club and church
members sometime in October.
Roger Wothe moved to adjourn and Joel
Bergstrom seconded at 8:15PM.
Respectfully submitted by Joel Bergstrom (in for
Gordy).

Trophies……or no Trophies

This was the question raised at the September
monthly meeting. Do we as Club members really qualify
to win trophies at our own show?
Now, that is a good point. This past year, we
had 2 members win awards at the New Brighton Car
Show. Not a large number.
The discussion that followed the question had to
do with whether the winning Club members) may already
have enough New Brighton Car Show awards.
Well, since the voting is done by the vehicle

owning peers and 50% of the ballot needs to be filled out
to count, we know that ballot box stuffing is not going on.
I know that I vote for the best car in the class, whether it is
a Club member or not.
And on the other subject that was raised last
month about whether Club members that work should
pay or get in free, was also discussed at the September
meeting. No decision was made, although it would be
hard to determine during admission whether you had
worked or not. Someone suggested that we place a sticker
on a member’s forehead as a way to tell.
Well, what do you think? Why are we picking on
the only event we have left? Shouldn’t we be talking about
hosting a National Meet or something? Remember, the
National Club would take care of the hotel negotiations,
registration, the judging, the tabulating, and the awards,
all we would have to do is supply workers, find a concourse
spot, plan a tour, and maybe host a ‘your choice’ raffle.
Enough said. Next subject. Bruce

For Sale

Cliff’s Shop of Dreams! Always lots of activity!

Cruise around on anything you want! Kate and
Don Pautz chose Cliff’s ‘34 Roadster
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Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months
• All sorts of items. I am thinning my garage. Parts
and miscellaneous items for Model A, 1946-48 Ford,
maybe a Mercury part or two, and tools. No lists,
call with your wants or arrange a visit to the garage.
Call me 763-544-7578 Vern Halvorson
• 1942 Ford Tudor DeLuxe, early model with chrome
bumpers and grille. Needs total restoration. $995
Leo L. Anderson Jr., 763-566-5625
1939 Ford 2 door standard for sale. Running original
survivor. Dick Olson 763-561-2323
• 1934 stock “Ute” Pick-up (car front, pick-up back).
Built in 1970 and used regularly until 2002, and
then refurbished. Engine, paint, upholstery, new
grille and Columbia two speed rear end. Ready
for another 30 years of work. See online at www.
hookedonclassics.com Price $27,500. Cliff Helling
952-446-1802
• 1935 Ford Slantback complete car number 5
condition total restoration needed $2400 Walt
Johnson 651- 488-4007 hercules1954@comcast.net
• 1949 Ford Custom 4 Door. New windshield and
rear springs. Year round daily driver. Someone to
fix it or buy it. BO. Dick Olson 763-561-2323

• 1950 Crestliner for restoration. Was Sportsman
Green & Black, now white with brown vinyl top (I
don’t know why either). Solid North Dakota car.
Original V8 has been professionally overhauled
and engine and compartment correctly painted.
Reduced to $5950. Francis Kalvoda, Willmar, 320235-5777

• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red, duals,
WWSW, great driver!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon, one
of the best in the world
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1932 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, restored, black,
built flathead. WOW!
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders, super nice
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice

The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
at (320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd rear
axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck with
power divider to run rear mount welder, $1200
OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, with add
on brake. Engine free. $1500.
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good. Engine
soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300 OBO.
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and tires
with hoist, no box. $1800.

PARTS
• Tired of your overheating 1933 or 1934 Ford
Passenger car or pickup? Here you go! All aluminum
radiator, with all brackets for mounting. Absolutely
stock configuration. Brand new, never installed, in
the box! Perfect $475.00
• 1939 – 1940 Ford passenger or pickup super nice
radiator from a 1939 convertible killer restoration
that got sold and converted to hotrod. Ready to
install, about 300 miles on the radiator $275.00
• Pair of original 1932 Ford passenger car bumpers
that are new chrome replated. Perfect, and spendy
at $800.00 each, OBO.
• Pair of newly replated bumpers for 1937 Desoto
with 4 perfect guards as well. Ready to install stock
or custom car. $1000.00
• One 1934 Ford bumper, repro, nice chrome, small
bow in it, easy fix then install. $100.00
• One original 1934 Ford bumper, new replating, still
in the wrapper, ready for 1000 point car $350.00

BJ’s Corner

• 1932 Ford Roadster, real Henry body, repro steel
fenders, black, brown L/B leather, tan top, dressed
59A engine, 12v, wwsw, rings. Super fresh.
• 1949 Mercury Convertible, all steel, 10 year body
off resto, 12v, R&H, power windows, lite yellow, red
interior, tan top, killer nice car with test miles only.
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off, Dearborn
blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual carbs
& exhaust, pines trim

See all BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos.com

Wanted
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• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifications
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker
to do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918

Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

