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• Special Foundation News Cover
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The Rumble Sheet is the offi cial publication of  the 
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of  the Early 
Ford V-8 Club of  America and is sent to all current 
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the 
Early Ford V-8 Club of  America, and is a non-profi t 
corporation in the state of  Minnesota, dedicated to 
the preservation of  Ford motor vehicles and related 
historical materials from the era of  fl athead V-8 
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns 
so equipped from 1932 through 1953. 
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Twin Cit ies  Regional  Group 2008 Board of  Directors
President Bill Gillies 651-633-1564
Vice President Mike Wyman 651-644-5684
Secretary Bill Blood 612-722-4172
Treasurer Ron Christensen 952-472-2672
Editor Mark Crichton 612-801-3620
Activities  Director Gary Rosenberger 651-451-2937
Membership Tim Anderson 763-493-4655
Past President Duane Shuck 952-888-7191
Sunshine Lady Jean Shuck 952-888-7191
Archives Jerry Felton 952-873-6754
Art Director Ron Long 651-714-2740

T W I N  C I T I E S  R E G I O N A L  G R O U P  I N F O R M A T I O N
Meetings
Membership meetings of  the TCRG are held at 
7:30 on the fi rst Wednesday of  almost every month 
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change 
in time or location will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per 
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V8 
Club of  America (the national club) is a membership 
requirement of  the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark 
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN 
55347; e-mail to mc56bird@comcast.net. Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of  the month. E-
mail body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classifi ed ads are free to TCRG members, and 
will run for three consecutive months.  Display ads 
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of  
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance. 
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org
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TCRG Activities
Wednesday, November 5, 2008  7:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting 
will be held at Environments, Inc., 13600 

County Road 62, Minnetonka. From I-494, 
exit at Hwy 62 Crosstown and go west less than 
a half  mile. First driveway on the right after 
Baker Road. Show ‘n Tell Event! See Gary’s 
write-up on page 5. 
Thursday, November 20, 2008, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST Perkin’s Restaurant,  
1495 County Road B West, Roseville, MN 
55113, (651) 633-8080. Off  of  Snelling Road 
just south of  Rt 36, north of  the Har mar Mall. 
Thanks to Bill Gillies for setting it up.
Wednesday, December 3, 2008
MEMBERSHIP MEETING held at 
Environments, Inc.  The TCRG Annual 
Holiday celebration More info to come in the 
December Rumble Sheet, just get it on the 
calendar for now!

TCRG Glovebox
• Cover Photo: Your Editor took this photo 
of  an antique child’s car seat in the back seat 
of  a Woody attending the New Brighton Show. 
I gazed at this contraption for quite awhile in 
complete amazement that any sensible, loving 
parent would risk placing a child in this seat, 
and then put the vehicle was in motion. What’s 
even more amazing, those parents were my 
own, and I’m still here to refl ect on it!
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The editor 
would like to thank Gary Rosenberger, Bill 
Gillies, and Tim Anderson for this month’s  
Rumble Sheet Contributions. Also, any cool old 
Ford ads have been borrowed from the Northern 
Virginia RG newsletter “Valve Clatter”. 
• Condolences: The Twin Cities Regional 
Group offers it’s sympathies to Cliff  and Mary 
Helling on the passing of  their son, Grant 
Helling. Please keep the Helling family in your 
thoughts and prayers.
• TCRG Annual Banquet: The club has not 
fi nalized the date or the place for the TCRG 
annual banquet. However, thanks to Bill Blood 
and Duane Shuck, who volunteered to co-
chair the event, it is being coordinated for mid-
January. Be sure to look for all the details in the 
December Rumble Sheet.

Happy Birthday!
November 2   Jean Shuck
November 10   Tom Murray
November 13   Jerry Felton
November 13   Kate Pautz
November 14   Shelia Horkey
November 14   Chick Myers
November 23   Duane Adams
November 24   Dan Welch
November 25   Dick Philips
November 27   Jan Crichton

The members of  TCRG welcome the fol-
lowing new member to the club:

Thom & Maria Lofquist
740 Pleasant Street

Excelsior, MN 55331
1939 Ford Fordor Deluxe Sedan

Member # 497

We hope you can join in the fun and camaraderie at 
an upcoming meeting or event! 

Welcome to the Club!



 Two months to go and another year 
will be behind us.  Where does the time go? It 
seems like just yesterday that we were preparing 
to go to Dearborn.  This year Mary and I have 
put over 4000 miles on the two Mercury’s since 
July;   3200 on the green Tudor and the rest on 
the coupe’.    We are V8 weary to say the least.
 With the year winding down I have not 
lived up to my campaign promises:   we still 
don’t have a new trailer or a new canopy.  Milt 
LaPlanta has offered to go to Sam’s club and 
buy a bunch of  umbrellas for everyone to stand 
under in the mean time. The powers to be have 
yet to determine  the disposition of  the previous 
canopy.  The board will try to resolve those 
issues when they convene before year’s end. 
 We are sorry to learn of  the pending 
departure of  Tim Anderson in the coming 
month. Tim has been the Membership Chair 
for the past two years and a club member since 
2001. He has done a great job for the club. We 
will miss his quiet humor and remember his 
long Rumble Sheet article that went on and on 
about his Car. Tim, we wish you the best of  
luck in Colorado and hope you will fi nd some 
nice rust free cars out there for us.
 At the last meeting Duane Shuck and 
Bill Blood volunteered to take on the annual 
banquet. So look in next month’s issue of  the 
Rumble Sheet for time and place.
 If  we have no one to volunteer to run 
for offi ce next year we will have to appoint 
people. So be prepared as you may be the next 
person on the board. Not coming to meetings 
will not work, we know where you live!
 Our last of  the season tour conducted 
by Gary and Sandy R. was a big success. The 
turnout was huge and the Wisc. Club led by 
Paul and Joanne Oman joined up for a winding, 

Dobie’s Corner
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hilly, colorful tour in the back roads of  Wisc. 
It was a very long day with 200 or 300 miles 
added to the cars mileage.  We had plenty to eat 
in Durand and some had ice cream for lunch 
and at Nelson’s Creamery rest stop.
 Don’t forget to get signed up for the 
AARP Drivers Safety program on November 
12th and 13th from    5:30 PM to 9:30 PM.  Call 
Lesley Young 651-490-4750 at the Shoreview 
Community Center to register.
Dobie & Mary
wlgillies@juno.com

(2008)
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Activities Update
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 5, 2008 7:30 PM
 Membership Meeting - Our meeting 
for November will be held at Environments Inc.  
13600 County Road 62, Minnetonka.
 We will have a regular monthly meet-
ing, then we will have a Show ‘n’ Tell time 
where we can share with others “neat old stuff ” 
depending on who brings what [just bringing 
yourself  does not count]. Besides just car-relat-
ed stuff, we are open to non-auto hobbies and 
collections like we have done in the past. Share 
with others the unknown sides of  your person-
ality [or in some cases, personalities].   
 This of  course is open to the ladies also. 
I just received a note taken from our suggestion 
box and it was written on pink stationary. It said 
that we are not doing enough for the women in 
our club. Ladies now is your chance to shine. 
Dig out that collection of  wooden spoons, or 
spatulas, or angels and bring them to the meet-
ing. Should be a fun and interesting evening.                                              

Gary Rosenberger 

To the members of  the TCRG:
 Effective immediately, I am resigning 
as Membership Chairman. For those who do 
not know, I decided to move to Ft. Collins Colo-
rado. I want to thank all of  you for the good 
times and for all the friendships I have made 
over the last 7 years.
 I have lived in the Twin Cities most of  
my life, so it has been a tough decision for me to 
pack up and move to a new environment. How-
ever, it will be an easy move as my daughter and 
son-in-law live in Ft. Collins and have offered to 
put up with me until I get settled in.
 I am maintaining my membership so I 
can keep track of  what is going on in the club. I 
will miss the TCRG as you are all a great bunch 
of  lug nuts - note that I use the term nuts loosely 
(Sorry for the bad pun). As soon as I get settled, 
I will send my new address, and please know 
that you are all welcome to stop and see me if  
you are ever in the Ft. Collins area.

Tim Anderson

Tim Anderson Relocating

 Our Golden Shovel Campaign is designed to raise funds to help build our museum in 
Auburn, Indiana. Here’s how it works:
 Make a donation of  $2000 and receive an IRS form for a tax deduction, a Gold lapel/
hat pin, a certifi cate of  appreciation and your name on a plaque to be displayed in the museum. 
Or make a $1000 donation and receive a Silver Shovel pin and the above.
 Suggestion: this is a great way for Ford V-8 Club regional groups to help support the 
Ford V-8 Foundation and its important mission of  “Preserving 1932-1953 Ford History”, and 
receive permanent recognition on the museum’s “Wall of  Fame”.
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 The Fresh Air Heater what a wonder-
ful improvement over the Hot Water heater! 
While both had hot water to warm the cabin 
the Fresh Air Heater took in fresh air from the 
outside and directed it thru the heater core 
and into the cabin warming the occupants.
 The Hot Water heater took the stale 
humid air from inside the cabin and heated it 
by pulling the air across the heater core with a 
fan. You opened the three doors on the heater to 
direct the air where you wanted it to fl ow. The 
fan had two speeds forward and two backwards, 
direct for quick warm up or indirect fl ow for 
less heat.  Either way you most likely would not 
notice any difference as you would be shivering 
so badly you couldn’t see to drive. You pulled a 
knob to get defrost and kept your favorite han-
ky handy to wipe the inside of  the windshield 
smearing your freshly blown nose residue across 
the windshield trying to obtain a clear picture 
of  the outside world in front of  your vehicle.
 The Fresh Air Heater took in outside 
air thru a duct under the hood which extended 
in front of  the radiator to the fan mounted on 
the fi rewall and into the cabin.  What a vast 
improvement in heater technology! Now you 
could get the smells from all around; road kill, 
skunks, barn lots, and even diesel exhaust. But 
the best part was you could go back to using 
your sleeve to wipe your nose and you didn’t 
need a hanky as your windshield remained clear.
The controls had two knobs one for fresh air the 
other for defrost. Again there were two speeds 
on the fan to move the air. The fan was a squir-
rel cage as opposed to the fan blades of  the Hot 
air heater, much more effi cient and effective.

 The reason for my tale is to inform you 
readers that I have Fresh Air Heaters in both 
of  my Mercury’s.  You may recall a previous 
story of  our trip to Texas in April a couple of  
years ago where we turned on the water to the 
heater and cooked until Iowa where we turned 
off  the water for the rest of  the trip. This past 
month while driving in Northern Michigan, we 
thought it would be nice to have a little heat so 
the water to the heater was turned on. Did you 
know that you cannot turn on the water just a 
tiny bit and not get cooked? The Fresh air Heat-
er is so effi cient that one would almost prefer to 
have a smeared windshield than hot stinky feet.
 There must be away to control this 
monster and survive to tell the tale.  The 
only time it was comfortable was driving 
home from the World of  Wheels a couple of  
years ago and the outside temp was 14 below!

F R E S H  A I R  H E A T E R  6 A - 1 8 4 5 5  B  
F O R  1 9 4 8  F O R D  A N D  M E R C U R Y  

B Y  B I L L  G I L L I E S

(2008)
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OCTOBER FALL LEAF TOUR
 Once again, our Activities Director 
Gary Rosenberger outdid himself  and put to-
gether a  terrifi c tour through the back roads of  
Wisconsin. The weather he ordered was cool 
and sunny, perfect for our fl atheads. 
 We met in Inver Grove Heights where 
we headed out at 9:12 AM. At my count, there 
were eight fl atheads, two ‘56 Y-Blocks, and two 
modern vehicles. 
 Our fi rst stop was at the city park along 
the river in Stockholm, WI. There we met up 
with six more Wisconsin friends. We all visited 
awhile, while many of  us made a well-earned 
“bio” stop. 

Photos, top to bottom: The Editor’s ‘Bird follows 
Joel Bergstrom’s pickup and the rest of the tour 
through scenic Wisconsin; Picking up a few 
more tour friends in Stockholm, WI; The tour 
concludes at the Nelson Creamery for ice cream; 
Stopping for little lunch in Durand, WI 

 After lunch, we lost a couple of  mem-
bers. However, most enjoyed the second part 
of  the tour through more beautiful fall coun-
tryside. The fi nal planned stop was the Nelson 
Creamery in Nelson, WI. This is apparently a 
very popular place because it was hoppin’ with 
plenty of  rods and antique cars enjoying a fi nal 
cruise before the snow fl ies.
 All in all, a great day of  V-8’ing with 
good weather, fi ne friends and a relaxing day. 
Thank you Gary and Sandy for your usual 
great job in planning the tour!

 From there, Gary and Sandy led us 
through some of  the nicest back roads of  rural 
Wisconsin, arriving in Durand, WI about mid-
day just in time for lunch. The group split up, 
with most of  the tour folks showing up at an 
unsuspecting local diner, where apparently they 
were not ready for our V-8 appetites. None-the-
less, the group found their way back to the cars 
in about 90 minutes or so.
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HASTINGS SATURDAY CRUISE IN
 I had the opportunity to attend the 
Historic Hastings Saturday Night Cruise In 
on Sept. 6th. This “show” is held every other 
Saturday evening through October from 5PM 
to 10PM. Bruce Nelson and Roger Wothe also 
brought their ‘Birds. The two local T-Bird clubs 
were the host clubs for the evening. I would like 
to suggest this for TCRG next year. 
 Here is how it works. As the host club 
for the evening, you agree to “man” two side 
streets to let cars leave but not enter. The only 

labor  involved was to move the barricade to let 
cars leave the show. While the show is free, you 
simply direct cars to the two different ends of  
the street for entering. Pretty easy with 30 or 45 
minute shifts. We had two people per street so it 
led to nice conversation.
 Now here is the benefi t. As the host club 
we get to park our V-8s at the bank all together 
as a way to socialize and publicize TCRG, as 
opposed to “wherever” on the street. The pic-
ture above gives you the idea.
 As far as the show goes, this is a very 
popular event. I was told they have had up 
to 1000 cars taking up about fi ve downtown 
blocks! Food and beer vendors were doing a 

brisk business, and the shops and restaurants 
along Main Street stayed open into the evening. 
This included several antique stores, which is 
always a plus. When you consider the nice va-
riety of  cars to check out, there is plenty to do 
and a really fun evening. 
 The next activity director way want to 
solicit the club to see if  this might be a worth-
while event for a fun TCRG Saturday night.  
Members also may want to consider attending 
on their own in 2009. I know I plan to “cruise 
in” a few times in 2009!            
Mark Crichton

Photograghed from the Rt 61 bridge, this is 
historic downtown Hastings during the Saturday 
Night Cruise In 
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 I thought it was appropriate to dedicate my annual page to the Foundation using this spe-
cial cover. New TCRG member Bill Bergstrom of  Bloomington and his ‘33 Ford Fordor sedan is 
featured! Bill won an Early Ford V-8 Foundation “Preservation Award” for his ‘33, acknowledging  
the car has been in his family since it was new in 1933. Congratulations on the honor Bill!
 By the way, as you can see from this cover, the Foundation News continues to be a terrifi c 
newsletter with great stories and information. Many TCRG members consider it a worthwhile in-
vestment at $25 per year. Contact Trustees Bruce Nelson or Pat Minor if  you have any questions. 
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For Sale
Classifi ed ads are free to TCRG members, 
and will run for three consecutive months
• 1950 Mercury/Ford Station Wagon and 
Sedan Delivery rear axle assembly. Axle is in 
great shape with brakes attached. Unit is 4.27 
ratio. Was highly sought after by rod builders. A 
rocket off  the stop lights. Price - FREE to fi rst 
person here with a truck and help to load. Got 
it years ago when I had thoughts of  building 
a rod. They have passed. Bud Louis 952-937-
5293.
• 1937 Ford Standard Pickup, 85 fl athead runs 
great, 9000 mile engine rebuild, entire  drive 
train factory-original, cable brakes stop well, 
excellent condition throughout, $19,950, ready 
for a change, Mark Crichton, 612-801-3620, 
mc56bird@comcast.net 
• 1991 Ford F150 Lariat, very clean , 53K miles, 
302 V-8, 2wd, loaded, $3991 Francis kalvoda, 
320-235-5777 (5/08)
• Portable 3 ton cheery picker -- $100 -- engine 
stand (works all engines) $40 -- steel Cadillac 
(1948-50) air cleaner $40, Pat Minor 763-300-
1070 or 763-427-8986. (5/08)
• ‘40 Ford RF fender, $150: ‘51/’52 2dr HT 
back glass, $35, Francis Kalvoda, 320-235-
5777 (5.08)
• 1936 LB engine, crack free and turns $450.00. 
33-34 engine $400.00. Several ‘37 21 stud 
engines, bare blocks to complete runners. ‘50 
Merc block. ‘49 to ‘50 Ford rear window. Norm, 
218-724-3683, cell 303-818-7528 (9/07)
• 1951 Ford F3 Pickup All steel, body off  
restoration completely original.   Green body 
with varnished wood bed.  6 Cyl fl athead, 6 volt 
electrical.  Excellent condition always Garaged 
Bill Fredrick 763-560-8198 or 612-716-6656

The following ads are from Gary Nielsen 
of  GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at 
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via 
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• Ford 8N tractor low hours in great condition 
with back blade, $2400. Gary Nielsen, GEM 
Classic Auto 
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd 
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half  ton. Very unique truck 
with power divider to run rear mount welder, 
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great 
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, 
with add on brake. Engine free. $1500. Gary 
Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good. 
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300 
OBO. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and 
tires with hoist, no box. $1800. Gary Nielsen, 
GEM Classic Auto
• WANTED: 1955-56 T Bird in fully usable 
condition, good driver is fi ne, prefer two tops.
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• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored, 
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off, 
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual 
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan, 
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red, 
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red, 
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, green, 
restored, skirts, WWSW, super!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored, 
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon, 
one of  the best in the world
•1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, black, dressed 
fl athead, Columbia rear, wow!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Opera coupe, steel, grill 
guard, wing tips, R&H, WWSW, fogs
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green, 
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car, 
never rusty, dressed fl athead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel, 
body-off, Columbia, still under construction, 
• 1948  Ford Super Deluxe Coupe, killer black, 

dressed fl athead, body-off  neat!
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black, 
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off  restoration, 
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all  of  BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

Wanted
•1952 to 54 Ford passenger car rear axle 
assembly or center section with the ring and 
pinion gears. Preferably without the 3.31 ratio, 
all others are okay. Also, looking for a ‘52 - ‘53 
steering sector gear box. Robert Hestness 612-
724-9268 (5/07)
• Ford hand tools to make up a tool kit. Monkey 
wrench, Box wrench, screwdriver, small open-
end wrenches. Harvey Oberg, 651-739-9754
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet, 
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer 
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifi cations 
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker to 
do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918 “Here’s 
your opportunity to lay old BJ away”.

BJ’s Corner

(2008)

Happy Thanksgiving
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