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¨   Duane Shuck, Membership Number 3, 1948 Chevy 

·  Guest Speaker from NAPA  for Discussion  On Fluids 

·  Spring Fling Lincoln NE May 26-29 see page 10 

·  Wilmar Tour May 20,  21 see page 8 for depart time. 

2016 Honorable Mentioned Golden Quill Awards 



    

 

Twin Cities Regional Group Information 
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8 
Club of America and is sent to all current members and ad-
vertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8 Club of 
America, and is a non-profit corporation in the state of Min-
nesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor Compa-
ny vehicles and related historical materials from the era of 
the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and 
Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

MeetingsMembership meetings of the TCRG 
are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
almost every month at a site announced in the 
Rumble Sheet.  Change of   time or site will also 
be announced in the Rumble Sheet. 
MembershipMembership dues for the TCRG 
are $20 per calendar year.  Membership in the 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America (the National 
Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group. 
Submitting MaterialPlease send all materials 
for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 Crystal 
Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-mail 
wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble Sheet material 
deadline is the 15th of the month.  E-mail body 
content (not attachment) is preferred. 
AdvertisingClassified ads are free to TCRG  
members, and will run for three consecutive 
months.  Display ads (business card size) will 
run for 12 issues at a cost of $30.  Check under 
ad for last appearance. 
WebsiteTCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2017 Board of Directors 
President    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Vice President    Mike Erickson    320-396-2473  
Secretary    Gary Isaacson   651-430-9009  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091  
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    Jerry Felton   952-873-6754 
Media Director    Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Ted Cross   320-267-8340 
Current Board Members    Gary Rosenberger   651-451-2937  
     Bruce Nelson    651-482-8940   
     Ron Christensen   76.3-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
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Support our Advertisers! 

Your Ad could be here!!! 

$30 a year gets your Ad out 
to members and others. 

Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will run 
for three consecutive months. (removal month is in paren-
thesis) 

For Sale 

Nos generators rebuilt,  6 & 12 volt. 60 day warranty. 
Have a variety. $70 per. Nos brake shoes, variety. $20 a 
pair. What do you need ? Also have 6-8 volt head and tail 
light bulbs $.50 ea. Steve 612 207-3200.  

11 
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The cover picture is Duane’s finished 1948 Chevy 
which he never got to see. In 1962, Duane   purchased   
the car from the original owner in Fergus Falls, MN. 
The car, 14 years old at the time had less than 60,000 
miles on the odometer, had absolutely no rust, and 
had suffered no body damage. It was "Dove Grey" in 
color with a blue leather and Bedford cloth interior 
(Pace Car colors). 
Duane drove the car as his "daily driver" for the next 
ten years, before retiring it in 1972 for a planned total 
restoration in the future .For the next 35 years, he 
attended numerous car shows and swap meets, buying 
every N.O.S. '48 Chevrolet part he could find,  
whether he needed them or not. 

Sometime shortly after the year 2000 the restoration 
was started with the disassembly of the entire car. 
Carroll Higdem,  a former club member, who was a 
superb craftsman and started work on the body, but 
as Duane health failed work stopped.  
Sadly in 2011, Duane passed away due to  Cancer , 
this left Jean with the huge task disposing Duane’s 
collection of everything. Time passed and an old 
friend of the Shucks came into the picture and 
helped move the Chevy onward to completion. The 
car was restored with as many N.O.S. parts that 
Duane had collected.. Everything else was rebuilt to 
new specifications. All N.O.S. chrome parts were 
refinished to "show quality" chrome. The car has 0 
miles on the odometer and has only been driven in 
and out of a car trailer. Several pictures from the 
Indianapolis 500 Speedway were used as references 
to duplicate the Pace car as close as is possible. The 
restoration was completed January 30, 1917 , as 
close to perfect as was possible,   
In the mean time during those 35 years Duane was 
driving and buying Fords. ‘56 Crown Victory, A 
bunch of ’35 & ’36 Fords of various body styles, 
mainly open cars. He restored a 1952 Ford business 
coupe with a 6 cylinder engine. This was a very 
nice car until it got run over by a semi truck on the 
way to Duluth. Next came a 1953 Ford Hardtop 
followed by a  1935 Ford Cabriolet.   Duane had a 
unique way of repairing his cars; the ’53 Ford had a 
noise in the engine so he replaced the engine with a 
different one with a different noise. Same with the 
rear end rather than fix the existing problem he 
would replace the part with a new problem.  So Fix 
or replace daily was Duane’s philosophy. Back to 
the Chevy,  With verification done, the need is to 
find a new home for the pace car, where it can be 
displayed and enjoyed by all. 

  
 

Duane Shuck TCRG #3 

This year, the central part of the country’s Spring 
Fling is going to be held in Lincoln Nebraska over 
Memorial Day Weekend.  This is the closest that it 
will be to us (unless one of the Regional Groups in 
Iowa sponsors it).  About 420 miles from St. Paul; 
a little over than a 7 ½ hour drive. 
If you have not been to a Spring Fling before, it is 
a relaxing get-together amongst old Ford people, 
with tours of the area, great meals, and people and 
car games for everyone.  I would like to see us add 
this to our schedule of events for 2017.  I have 
attended a couple of these and have always had a 
great time with the events and comradely that is 
there. 
I would propose a one day drive, going from the 
Twin Cities toward Mankato, and then toward 
Worthington.  From Worthington, we would head 
toward Sioux City and then to Lincoln.  Infor-
mation is available on the Early Ford V-8 Club 
web site (www.earlyfordv8.org under Upcoming 
Events.  It costs $45 to register and then another 
$92 for the Speedway Museum, lunch and then 
Banquet meal. (two persons). 
If you have any questions feel free to contact me.  
Whether in your old Ford or modern iron, you will 
have a great time. 
Bruce Nelson 
P.S. The block of rooms were held until the 24th 
of April, so you are in your own there.. You can 
register for the outing in May so no problem there. 
Check with Bruce if you have travel questions. 
Ed. 

Spring Fling – Lincoln Nebraska and 
You 

 

certain projections and claims by the maker such as 
yes, we sold only 76,000 cars last year but we will 
make 500,000 next year. Some have noted that Elon 
Musk is the same age as Henry Ford was in 1908 
when he blew the doors off the market with his Model 
T. 
    Then there are the assumptions, such as the realiza-
tion of economies of scale, that the current share count 
doesn’t change, and getting some savings on batteries. 
      Now just to that last point -batteries, now here is a 
subject which all by itself could stimulate debate as to 
value, especially here in Minnesota. Even the necessi-
ty of dealing with starting batteries in our internal 
combustion driven machines is a constant battle. Elec-
trical energy is sapped in untold ways and/or diverted 
in spontaneously self-created circuits in environments 
of salt, water, and metal in extremes of temperature 
(consult member Bud Louis for details.) 
    And if that’s not enough, take battery life. In our 
youth batteries lasted practically forever. Now we are 
down at Menards buying twenty- or thirty-packs al-
most every week. Kids buying their smart phones and 
other devices are pleading for more battery life and 
more convenient charging options. These conditions 
may be great for battery sellers; for buyers, not so 
much. As with everything else, investors and consum-
ers often have differing goals and language.   
     Well, I can tell you are not really comforted, but 
we can be reassured that the valuation processes we 
use are still valid for our old flatheads. As we begin 
the touring season this month we’ll just fill up with 
good gas and won’t give a second thought to charging 
stations. 
       And a big Thank You to all our mothers and the 
mothers of our children for their unfailing and unflag-
ging instillation and nurturing of those values that are 
truly important! 

President’s Message Continued 
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Last months Rumble Sheet’s cover photo 
and the one on page 3 looked very similar to 
the astute reader. The photos on the left are 
the 2 photos while similar are different. 
How many differences can you spot? 
To freshen up your memory I’ve reprinted 
the April explanation. 
The original iconic photo, familiar to us for 
years, was shot by A.Y. Owen. He had 
stints as a newspaper photographer, a WW 
II photographer (with Ronald Reagan as his 
captain), and freelancer. After the war he 
became a correspondent for Life Maga-
zine. By the mid-1950s Owen was national-
ly known, well into a very successful career. 
He had many popular magazine assign-
ments, and  In 1957 he shot “Boys With 
Their First Car” for Life.  

On September 24, 2000, Cliff and Mary 
Helling again hosted a fun TCRG outing at 
their beautiful St. Bonnie spread. While 
there, Gary Rosenberger had the idea to 
duplicate the original Life magazine photo 
using some TCRG guys checking out his 
’51 Merc. The guys playing the parts of the 
original teenagers were (left to right), Mike 
Timmersman, Bill Gillies, Ron Long, Gary 
Rosenberger, Bill Gay and Vern Halvorson, 
partially hidden behind Bill. Kent Tabako 
took the role of A.Y. Owen and snapped the 
photo. Ron Long combined the new photo 
with the background of the original. 

Gordy called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM 
Meeting was held at Broadway Pizza in  
Minneapolis. 28 people were in attendance. 

The board for 2017 was introduced: Gordy Dit-
manson President, Mike Erickson Vice President, 
Roger Wothe, Treasure and Gary Isaacson Secre-
tary. Board Members: Gary Rosenberger, Bruce 
Nelson, Ron Christensen, and Tom Murray. 

Gordy then introduced a new member, John 
Cumbton owns a Ford F4 Truck with a Flat Head. I 
believe he mentioned it was a stake truck. 

Joel Bergstrom then gave the membership update. 
79 family memberships to date of which two have 
not yet joined, but are going to “send in the mon-
ey.” Joel had passed out the 2017 Membership 
Roster earlier in the evening. Gordy thanked Joel 
for taking on this task again, for another year on 
behalf of himself and the club. Joel did mention 
that there are two members listed in the roster who 
did not join for 2017, but owing to the printing 
timeframe, had been included.  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
April 6th- Reminder of the Estate Sale at Jean 
Schuck’s home. 
April 22nd- Junk Yard Tour to French Lake: Meet 
at Perkins Restaurant on Highway 494 & Highway 
55. Breakfast at 7:00AM. Leaving promptly at 
8:00AM. In a conversation with John Titus he had 
mentioned perhaps later in the year taking another 
Junk Yard Tour to Windy Hills 
April 28-30  Le Sueur County Pioneer Power 
Show  
 May 20th-21st- Spring Tour to Willmar; Gordy 
has reserved 10 rooms at the Country Inn & Suites. 
Schwanke Tractor and Truck Museum is in 
Willmar and one place to visit Saturday.  Early 
evening we will meet at the A&W and then cruise 

Green Lake. Sunday, May 21st is the Willmar Car 
Show and Swap Meet. Registration starts at 7:00AM 
with Show Time from 8:00 to 2:30PM. $10.00 per 
show car, $5.00 General Admission, $3.00 Seniors. 
May 25th-29th – Spring Fling in Lincoln Nebraska. 
Bruce Nelson is coordinating this trip and he can be 
reached at 651-482-8940. Leisurely pace to Souix 
City on the two lane, then on to Lincoln the following 
day. Call Bruce for details and to find out whom all is 
going. 
June 1st – All Ford Picnic at Dunwoody- Need vol-
unteers to help out from both the V8 Club and the 
MiniBird Club. Gary passed around a sign up sheet. 
There are many openings yet to be filled. In order to 
be successful we need an “ALL HANDS ON DECK” 
June 23rd-25th – Back to the Fifties  

July 16th – Highland Fest – Reminder to everyone 
this is now a fully sanctioned V8 Event. The club 
would like to see a great showing of Fords, Mercury’s 
and Lincolns. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Christmas Party: Gary Isaacson  made a presentation 
on some questions regarding this years upcoming 
Christmas Party. He passed out some handouts from 
the MiniBirds Christmas party that was held last De-
cember. At Restaurant  Caspers, located in Egan, Mn. 
Handout showed it was a sit-down dinner with multi-
and a non-alcoholic beverage. In a conversation with 
Rick at Caspers he stated that prices would probably 
be 1 to 2 dollars higher in 2017. I pointed out that this 
was the “actual’ cost and no funds were given from 
the T-Bird Club to defray that cost. The question was 
then asked as to whether or not to table this discussion 
in case someone else had an idea, or if we should con-
sider some other place/location? Floor discussion en-
sued and it was decided to continue conversations 
with booking Caspers. 
I then asked does the membership prefer a sit down 
dinner or a buffet? A buffet would cost more money, 

April Fool’s Joke   

 

Last Months Cover Photo April’s Meeting Minutes 
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Happy Birthday 

 May 4   Joel Bergstrom 

May 4    Winston Sorvig 

May 15   Caroline Rosdahl 

May 23    Rita Gasterland 

MAY 
Currans  42nd & Nicollet  So. Mpls. Bill B 
JUNE 
Pippins   2905 N. Snelling    St. Paul  Kent 
T. This is “Back To The 50’s” Sign up   

GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

What’s going on? 

Further down the road….. 
 
May 26th29th Spring Fling in Lincoln Nebraska 
a group may attend from our group For details talk 
to Bruce , he’s putting a tour together. 
June 4th  All Ford Picnic at Dunwoody Institute  
Sign up sheet coming soon. Should be better than 
last year as more people know about the Picnic. 
June 7-11 2017 Eastern National Meet in Chantil-
ly, VA see page 16 in the V8 Times for details. 
June 23rd –25th  Back to the 50’s Once again 
there will be a pot luck on Sat evening, hold the 
exhaust! 
June 29– July 2nd.  Great Lakes Rendezvous The 
Northern Ohio Group and the Northern Ill. Group is 
hosting a tour in South Bend, In. It sounds like a 
nice week end of things to do and see. 
July 16th  Highland Fest From 9AM to 5PM on 
Ford Parkway. Open to all Ford products. So bring 
a car. 
August 13th The New Brighton Car Show and 
Swap Meet  8AM to 4PM. Sign up and work for the 
club for a change. 
 

TCRG Activities but in my experience of heading up numerous Christ-
mas Parties,  a sit down dinner was the preferred ap-
proach. The majority of the club preferred a sit down 
style dinner.  
 Next question was, should we hold it during a week-
night or Saturday or Sunday? It was decided that Sun-
day was the preferred day to hold the event. Caroline 
Rosdahl pointed out that Barrett Jackson Auction was 
being held during this time and may have a bearing on 
attendance? Our actual booking date in January 2018 
would be decided at a later time.  
Prices that were reflected on the handout sheet  were 
for an afternoon Christmas Party, Which did the club 
prefer, afternoon event or evening. Becky Isaacson 
pointed out that prices may be more for an evening 
event, I will check this out and get back. 
I then suggested  two additional committees   1) to 
take care of the door prizes. These could come from 
Parts Vendors, Insurance Company’s we do business 
with, and Club Members Donations etc. 2) Couple of 
Ladies get together and come up with Center Pieces 
for the Tables. For the MiniBird Christmas Party, they 
got some vase’s that were left from the North Country 
Meet, and stuffed them with various Pine boughs, 
added a Candy Cane and tied a ribbon around the 
neck. These turned out to be very attractive and where 
well received. Your help on either committee would 
certainly be appreciated. 
RESOVED: Christmas Party will be Held at Caspers 
Restaurant. The Day will be on a Sunday in January 
2018, yet to be determined. It will be a Sit-Down Din-
ner. 
NEWSWORTHY;  In a conversation at our table 
during the Pizza dinner, Ron Christensen mentioned 
that he had an upcoming Doctor appointment, to dis-
cuss his heart valve replacement procedure that was 
coming up. On behalf of the V8 Club and myself, we 
wish Ron the best and a speedy recovery. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:20PM                  
Respectfully Submitted Gary Isaacson 

        The May membership meeting will be held at 
its usual place at St. Michael’s Church in Rose-
ville. Chris Brost, longtime friend of the TCRG 
and fabled Paint Meister at NAPA will be availa-
ble to discuss automotive paints as well as answer 
any questions regarding the fluids, compounds, 
cleaners, adhesives and the myriad products avail-
able today for our classic cars. This comes at a 
crucial time of the year when we are, of course, 
busy detailing and preparing our projects for the 
first open road events of the year. Come with 
questions and your own secret formulas. And 
bring a dollar for the church. 

Wilmar Tour Directions 
The tour will meet at Perkins parking lot located 
at 6920 Wayzata Blvd, Golden Valley. Take the 
Louisiana Exit off Hy 394 just west of Hy 100. 
We will leave Perkins at 9:30am and head to 
Willmar. Call Gary at 651-470-5992 in case of a 
problem.  

    At the membership meeting on June 7, 2017, we 
will look forward to a visit from the Ford Motor 
Company’s last man standing in Minnesota, Mike 
Hogan, whose office now dominates the landscape 
at the old Ford Assembly Plant Site. After many 
years in the front office he has shepherded Ford 
through its winding up of this phase of its history 
in Minnesota and is currently overseeing the exca-
vation and clean-up of the site. Come to learn 
many interesting things and bring your questions 
(and a dollar for the church.) 

New Member, Number 540 

Robert and Joyce Barclay.  Robert’s address is 913 
Marshall Ave. St Paul, MN 55104. Robert is retired 
and he has a ’41 Ford Super Deluxe Fordor. Robert 
says the car is a number 3 condition with an 85hp 
V8.  Roberts phone number is 651-895-2484.  . 
Welcome to our Club, Robert and Joyce.   We hope 
you enjoy membership. 
Joel 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting June 7 

From The President’s Workbench    

     The headlines blared on the front page of the busi-
ness section of all the major print media (including the 
“failed” east coast rags): The market value of Tesla 
Inc. has surpassed the Ford Motor Co. “What the  
cretaceous…?” as they would say on “Dinosaur 
Train,” or “Shut the front door!” as Guy Fieri would 
say. Could this be some of that “fake” news we have 
been hearing about? I feel that as your erstwhile presi-
dent I should find some comforting words. 
      How could it be that an upstart electricity-powered 
vehicle could displace the venerable automaker from 
its number 2 position behind G.M. (which we’ve al-
ways viewed suspiciously anyway considering the 
vastly superior quality of Ford products and the bank-
rupt nature of bailed-out G.M.)?  Interestingly, this 
isn’t the first time that this has happened: In 2008 
apparently the market value of Mattel Inc., maker of 
Matchbox toy cars, temporarily passed that of heavily 
indebted but not bankrupt Ford. 
    The fine print may reveal some clues. First, 
“valuation” is in the eye of the investor based on  
Continued page 10 
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Old Man Jenkins, Chapter III    con-
tinued tales of fiction or not 

We left off last month the  young men eyeing the 
barn’s hay loft as a future spot to take the girls in 
hunt of snipe.  
It had been some time now, of shoveling, that we 
finally got down to the bottom of the barn floor. 
The hog pen was cleaned out along with the chick-
en coop, summer is winding down and school and 
college is only a month or so away. We got to 
know Mr. Jenkins and he wasn’t too bad of an old 
guy, a little strange like he was hiding a secret. 
We’d sit on the porch with him and the dog  just 
gabbing about nothing. The geese were on patrol 
for any new intruders and to scare the snipe keep-
ing them at bay. 
We asked Mr. Jenkins about the house.   Had it 
really been there since the Civil War.?  He told us 
about some of his relatives that had fought in the 
war and come back here to live. “There was Colo-
nel Jenkins who served with honor but was 
wounded and returned home to recuperate. He 
lived here for 70 years and died in his bed up 
stairs. I’m told that some of his things are still up 
there.  The second floor has been closed off for,  I 
would say over 100 years . We never needed the 
extra bed rooms when my folks lived here, as well 
as when their folks before them. I’m the last of the 
Jenkins.” 
Is there any way we can go up there and look? 
“Well not today but next week after milking wear 
your old clothes and we might be able to go up 
stairs.”  
The following week we were there early scooping 
out the barn and helping with the milk cans. Final-
ly he said “ok” and off we went to the house. 
“Now I don’t want you tracking in cow dung in 
the house so take your boots off.” Slowly upstairs 

we went, the steps creaking and groaning. The door at 
the top of the stairs was locked. Mr. Jenkins got out 
his key ring and struggled turning the old lock. The 
door creaked open. It was hot, dark and dusty and 
smelled of old stale air. We looked in a couple of bed 
rooms and saw nothing out of the ordinary but a lot of 
dust and cobwebs and ancient furniture. We came to 
the end of the hall and a closed door. “This was the 
Colonel’s room.” Jenkins unlocked the door and 
stepped back. The door creaked open and the musty 
smell wafted out. We all leaned in for a look. In the 
corner of the room was a rocking chair with an 1862 
Springfield rifle across the arms of the chair. Looking 
closer into the dark room where some light shone 
through the ragged curtains were the remains of  
Colonel Jenkins seated in the rocker, rocking ever so 
slightly, smiling out at us. We departed in haste, not 
looking back nor saying goodbye or picking up our 
boots on the way out. Vaulting over the old dog we 
jumped into the Model T, milk cans and all and raced 
down to the end of the lane and bailed out of the T. 
We jumped in our ‘38 four door 60 horse powered 
Ford and took off in a cloud of dust and burnt rubber. 
We prayed for no vapor lock today. We were cured, 
vowing never to go back to ‘Ol Man  Jenkins place 
even if the snipe were running. 
 
End 

 
McAleer Manufacturing of Detroit Mich. Pro-
vided a unique way to heat the car from the en-
gines exhaust. The plate on the exhaust manifold 
states “McAleer Steam Heater for Ford V8’s” It 
goes on to say “Anti freeze- when preparing your car 
for freezing temperatures use only alcohol and water 
only with this heater. Keep cooling system clean at all 
times.  
I have no idea what the rest of the heater looked like 
but would guess it had some kind of a radiator in the 
car. The anti freeze got hot and circulated by convec-
tion. 
There is no mention of the heater just the following 
excerpt from Google.  
 McAleer Manufacturing Company was founded in 
approximately 1923 in Detroit, Michigan, by a former 
garage foreman from Pennsylvania named Charles H. 
McAleer (1894-1968).  McAleer developed a formula 
for automotive polish in a washtub in his basement 
and launched a successful business during the pros-
perous 1920s. The company grew to national promi-
nence, and in 1930 McAleer took to the skies on a 
cross-country promotional tour with an air-
plane dubbed “Miss McAleer,” from which a 
loud-speaker broadcasted commercials for the 
company's products to prospective customers 
on the ground. McAleer brand polishes and 
waxes were so highly regarded that they be-
came the standard against which bids for such prod-
ucts furnished to the United States military were 
judged. 

 Heat for 1930’s V8 Fords found at the 
Shuck Sale  


