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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current members and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953. Club Address P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of almost every month at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   time or site will also be announced in the Rumble Sheet. Membership Membership dues for the TCRG are $20 per calen-dar year.  Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America (the National Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group. Submitting Material Please send all materials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the month.   E-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred. Advertising Classified ads are free to TCRG  members, and will run for three consecutive months.  Display ads (business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of $30.  Check under ad for last appearance. Website TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org 

President    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 Vice President    Stephen Seidl   763-434-7848 Secretary    Bill Blood   612-722-4172 Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 Activities Director   unknown   xxx-xxx-xxxx Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 Past President    Dennis Carney   952-941-0732 Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 Archives    Jerry Felton   952-873-6754 Art Director    Ron Long   651-714-2740 Webmaster    Mark Crichton    

Twin Cities Regional Group 2016 Board of Directors 
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Headquarters Machine & Restoration 
 Benefit from Our Experience 
_________________________________________________________________________________ Early V-8 Pros – We learned by doing 

 Give us a call when you require know how a computer cannot provide 
We excel in repairing, maintaining, & rebuilding all engines 

  612-568-0068  www.hq-ma.com 
For Sale / Wanted 

Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will run for three consecutive months. (removal month is in parenthesis)  WANTED Good used 6-volt battery for my Sun Machine. Will dicker and won’t pay your price. Bill G.WANTED Good used 6-volt battery for my Sun Machine. Will dicker and won’t pay your price. Bill G.  WANTED:  1948-1953 Ford 1/2 ton project pickup with title; also 15 or 16" pickup wheels, flathead V8s, parts.  Francis Kalvoda, 320-235-5777 or email my Swedish friend Douglas Sjoqvist, eastown.auto.parts@minmail.com.   WANTED:  1935 Ford wire wheels with 32 or 40 spokes.  Bob Berven, Milan, MN  320-269-8949.   WANTED Keep those cards and letters coming . Any thing you want to say or write about, Book   reports, old girl friends, what ever. 



 

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660 West County Road B, Roseville, MN 55113- 4073, (651) 631-1510 Directions: From North or South: I-35W to Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first stop light (County Road B) look for church on left.  OR I-35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first stop light (County Road B) look for church on left.  Plenty of parking. Program:   Bring popcorn as videos are scheduled!   
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Monthly Meeting Location  The following weekend was the TCRG fall tour and I thought that sounded like a good time, so called Joel B and asked if I could fill out a membership application and join the tour. And that was the start of my adventures with TCRG. · Mike Erickson. ———————————————————–-  

 

May 15, 36th Annual WILLMAR CAR SHOW & SWAP MEET.  New TOP 40 trophy format. Arrive together, park  together.  Full details at ww.willmarcarclub.com  or like us on Facebook or call Nate 320-444-0368   June 5, 2016  The 37th Annual All Ford Picnic and No– Trophy CAR SHOW  held at a new location. DUNWOODY College of Technology in Minneap-olis. No need to make ice.   $5.00 per car admis-sion. Swap spaces / spectators   FREE.  Conces-sions available.   June 12—16, 2016, Central National Meet in Tulsa OK.  We went there in 1978.  Here is your chance to do it again.  Information available at www.earlyfordv8.org  June 16-19th  Back to the 50’s The usual fun filled over crowded week-end, full of exhaust fumes. Don’t forget the usual POT LUCK on Sat after-noon. Bring something to share. Oxygen bottles not excluded.  Sunday, July 17  2016 Highland Fest All Ford Car Show - 9 am to 5 pm.  Free to any Ford Motor Company product - 1903 to 2016.  Blocked off street parking on Highland Parkway.  Part of High-land Fest - Art & Music in the Village .Food, crafts, art booths.  Volunteers will be needed.  Contact Tom Murray (651-755-9055) or Bruce Nelson (651-482-8940) for more information.  August 8—11, 2016, Eastern National Meet in Get-tysburg PA.  If you missed it in 2014, they are do-ing it again.  Cheaper hotel rates and registration fee.  www.ncr36.com or www.earlyfordv8.org  August 14, 2016, 35th Annual New Brighton Car Show & Swap Meet,  Same time, same  place,  We will need your help once again.  September 15—21, 2016, Great Southwestern Na-tional Driving Tour, Colorado and Eastern Utah.  Sponsored by the Hi-Country Regional Group # 28.  Contact Lou Mraz at Lfmj60@aol.com for more information. 

TCRG Activities 
                  Spring Overnight Tour   Chippewa Falls Area      Plans are in the final stages for the overnight tour to the Chippewa Falls area on the weekend of May 21-22, 2016. We will meet at 7:30 AM in the parking lot of the Machine Shed located at 8515 Hudson Blvd. N., Lake Elmo near the northeast corner of the inter-section of I-94 and Rodeo Drive. Driving maps will be provided and we plan to be on the road at 8:00. The route will take us roughly along the Yellowstone Trail over about 75 miles. There will be a rest stop about halfway in Knapp, Wisconsin. We plan to ren-dezvous with the Wisconsin contingent at 10:00 at the 29 Pines Rest Stop at the junction of Hwy 29 and Wisconsin Road “T” (Exit 69.) From there, hosts Paul and Joanne Oman will lead us on an unparalleled tour of the area and packets of information will be pro-vide. After an overnight at the Avalon Hotel the Tour will resume Sunday morning and will finish up at the Oman Ranch. The Omans are arranging lunch on Sat-urday and then a full spread on Sunday afternoon. .  (Continued next page) 

Good Times in the Hills! 



 

 
     The Supreme Court is now deliberating a case 
near and dear to the American people: The fine art of “Gerrymandering.” Have you been wondering why Texas has ten Regional Groups while we have only 
one? The recently published National Club Roster contains a lot of interesting demographic information 
although not necessarily “crunched” the way statis-tics can sometimes be manipulated. 
       Of the ten dozen RGs (whose existence is 
“mostly” confirmed) fourteen are abroad and 110 are spread around 41 states, one having 18 all by itself. 
As for the individual membership, the National Club provides an inclusive disclaimer at the beginning of its enumeration, and our own Joel Bergstrom can 
speak to the challenges of cataloguing this group. 
      Of the 227 members who claim to be living in Minnesota, most are unaffiliated, but some claim 
membership in at least five different Groups, some in more than one. The only officially Minnesotan RG 
has only 81 families of which more than 10% are from Wisconsin or other states. 
      For touring purposes, the TCRG #46 shares an 
interesting geographical catchment area with our members who purport to be living in Wisconsin. This 
extends from the bluffs of the Mississippi River in Minnesota through the Western Uplands of Wiscon-sin and into its Central plain where it meets the Niag-
ara Escarpment. This region is officially known in geography circles as the “Driftless Area,” which 
leaves the spellchecker scratching its head, but, in some endearing way, might fit our Group like a doe-
skin driving glove. Wisconsonians dwelling in the Northern Highlands or the Eastern Ridges tend to gravitate to RGs #35 and 87. This has all the ingredi-
ents for a gerrymandering campaign before the Su-preme Court slams the door. 
      In any event, this month we have a wonderful 
opportunity to share the road and traveling adven-tures with good friends from east of the St. Croix 
through a beautiful region we can claim in some way as our own, more shifting, less drifting we hope.  

From the President’s Workbench 
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My 1937 Ford Story ferred the title and moved the car to my property.  I pulled the body off the frame but then got busy;  hav-ing to go out of town a lot for work and starting to raise a family.  It sat a few more years without being touched other than by a couple litters of kittens.     I started gathering information about restoring it and came across an ad about The Early Ford V8 club.  I joined the National club and found the V8 Times had some good articles. I also talked to  some TCRG members about the club at a car show and swap meet in Willmar, should have joined the club back then. In 2010, I retired and started working on the restoration project.  My goal was to have it done by September 2014, so my parents could drive it to their 60th wed-ding anniversary party.    While I was restoring it, my dad would tell me things about the car. It didn't have a radio originally but he had gone to a junk yard and bought one and installed it. And about when he and a friend had tak-en it somewhere and it dropped a valve and they had to be towed home. Also my grandfather had used the car to haul feed from the mill in Isanti.      After replacing the tail pan and the tool pan, I re-placed the rocker panels and a section of the rear left quarter panel and many misc. cracks and dent re-pairs. It went in for final bodywork and was painted Washington Blue in August 2013 and a couple weeks later paint was done, with the exception of the Taco-ma cream stripe to be completed after the final as-sembly of all door and hood panels was complete.     On Memorial weekend 2014, I  fulfilled my child-hood dream, I started the engine and drove the car down and back up the driveway, using a wooden box for a seat as the seats had gone to the upholsterer. I trailered it to the upholstery shop and after many phone calls and some arm twisting It was done the last week of August 2014,  I had made my goal, with the exception of the Tacoma cream pin stripe. Which I had done the following winter    My parents drove the car to their 60th anniversary party. My dad had a big smile on his face when they arrived at the church.  It was interesting to hear sto-ries from relatives/friends that had ridden in the '37 when they were younger. (Continued next page) 

   I remember as a young boy, going up to my grand-parent's farm and finding the old car parked in the machine shed.  I'd sneak in through the passenger door because there were oil cans and a couple old batteries sitting on the driver's side running boards and pitch forks and shovels leaning against that side of the car. I'd climb into the front seat and pretend I was driving, shifting and playing with the knobs. I couldn't see out the windows because of all the dust from sitting for so many years but that didn't matter.      My grandparents, George and Amy Erickson, pur-chased the 1937 Ford Tudor Slantback in 1947.  They rode in it when it was new due to their son, my uncle Curtis, having spinal meningitis, had to be tak-en to the University of Minnesota hospital.  They had a Model A but didn't think it would make the trip of about fifty miles. The doctor in Isanti knew Wilber Slater had a new 1937 car and contacted him to see if he would take them down there, he agreed. My grandfather liked the '37 so much, he told him, when he was ready to sell it, he would buy it from him.  Wilber called him ten years later and offered to sell it to my grandparents and they bought it.    In 1947, as a young teenager, my father, Ted Erick-son, learned to drive in this car and took his driving test in 1948 with this car.  My parents took their first date in the '37.  A couple of years later, my dad bought a 1950 Ford and when he went into the Navy in 1952, my grandparents parked the '37  with 103,000 miles on it because it needed some work, and started driving the '50 Ford.    The '37 sat in the machine shed between the B John Deere and a baler, gathering dust.  At one point, my grandfather started removing the left front fender, grill and the hood with the intention of taking the body off the frame and using the frame for a trailer or a wagon.  But, thankfully, he never finished that pro-ject.     My grandparents gave me the car on one of my birthdays. At the time, I did not have a garage or place to work on it. In 1981 I built a pole shed trans-

  (Wisc. Tour continued)  Cost for the two meals is $10 per person which can be paid to Donna Ditmanson at the rendezvous points. A headcount will be taken at the membership meeting on May 4th and please let us know if you plan on going but can’t make the meeting. Questions please call Gordy Ditmanson at 612-889-8633.  If you haven’t made room reservations give the Avalon a call (1-888-727-5288).  The rooms were under TCRG for $89.00 for the night.. I would hope they still have rooms at that rate as their cut off was 4/21. Give it a try. Ed. 
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Happy Birthday 
May 4  Joel Bergstrom May 4   Winston Sorvig May 15  Caroline Rosdahl May 23   Rita Gasterland 

 

·  

2016 Geezer Breakfast Schedule 

Geezer breakfast list For 2016       Restaurant                Location                      City                Rating  Month                Arranger    1. Machine Shed  I94 & Radio Drive, Woodbury 3.4 January  Gary I. 2. Country Kitchen 42nd Ave,  New Hope 3.8 February Steve S.  3. Bakers Square                98th & Lyndale So Bloomington 3.2 March  Gary W. 4. Original pancake House     Roseville 3.5 April  Bruce N. 5. Currans    42nd & Nicollet    So. Mpls 4.2 May  Bill B.  6. Pippins     2905 N. Snelling,               St. Paul  4.0 June  Kent T. 7. Louisiana Café               Selby & Dale           Roseville        4.0 July  Joel B. 8. Woodbury Café     Valley Creek Road Woodbury 3.8 August  Ron L.   9. Highland Café & Bakery         Ford Parkway 3.9 September Gordy D. 10.Key’s  Lexington & Larpendar  Roseville  3.8 October  Glen K.  11.Open      Subject to ED’s approval.            November Gary R  

competing with the great number of outstanding, technically sound automotive artists whose talents were way beyond my skills. Over the years, I have always enjoyed my attempts to restore to the best of my ability my "flathead Fords" while getting ideas for illustrations through the stories I heard from fellow hobbyists as well as my own observations. I thought others may enjoy seeing these ideas visualized. With the encourage-ment of my friend Cliff Helling and editor Jerry Windle of the "TIMES", I began to create illustra-tions with the club members in mind. I also needed to keep myself busy during the long winter months, when I do all my painting.(also, I did not want to drive my wife crazy by being around all day). Bill Gillies contacted me to possibly write up an article about how I create my illustrations. Not be-ing a very competent writer, I had reservations about doing this as I thought I would be pretty bor-ing for the reader. But knowing how little I have contributed to the local club, I thought I could at least respond to Bill by attempting a brief idea of how I work. (Try not to fall asleep or maybe use this article to get to sleep!) Obviously, the first thing is to have an idea or con-cept...this is the hardest part. Then, rough sketches are made to help me figure out the compositional layout which, in turn, helps me to realize any prob-lems I will have in getting the idea across. Next I collect photographs from my collection to select cars, backgrounds, buildings, etc. that can be used in the design. If I can't find what I need I use many resources from going to locations to film, maga-zines, books and the internet I am not good at ask-ing people to pose for me so most of the models used are friends, myself, my we and candid photos taken at various car shows and swap meets. Many times I just make up the model from my imagina-tion. Upon selecting everything, I combine the various photos and drawings to create my final rendering     (Continued  page 7) 

It doesn't have the correct number of louvers and the cylinder heads are the wrong color!" Stated by a na-tional member of the Early Ford Club of America in response to a cover I had published in the”'V-8 TIMES" magazine, I Thought, "What am I getting into as I was not trained or had the skills of a Technical Illustrator”. I was a former high school art teacher with a fine arts background whose family were sign paint-ers! My illustration work, for the most part, was based on storytelling in the traditions of Howard Pyle, N.C, Wyeth and Norman Rockwell. I did not see myself 

Art Teacher doesn’t retire, he just can’t dip his brush like he once did! By Dan Cragg 

Mike Erickson’s finished car and parents 
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Auction Results 

TCRG Glovebox 
I’ve pulled a story from the past (with permis-sion from the writer)  before the majority of the membership  were members. I’ll  insert them from time to time. If I receive nothing from cur-rent members, I'll end up running  more of them. Thus far I have received articles from several members and I thank you very much. You see with a little effort and thought you can write an article. Ed. 

Everyone knows that Henry Ford's Model T took the doctor from his horse and buggy and put him in the automobile. Later, Buick would claim to be, "the doctors car". But, few people know that the early V-8 Ford's were prescribed as medical treat-ment by many a physician during the great depres-sion. The results of some of those treatments bor-dered on the miraculous and the cures those Ford's performed would rival some of today's wonder drugs. For example, back in 1939 my Aunt Minnie was three weeks overdue in giving birth to my cousin Oglethorpe. She went to the doctor, who advised her to go for a long ride in a Ford V-8 on a wash-board road. My Dad had the only Ford in the family so her husband Claude borrowed our '36 and took her for a ride, as prescribed by the doctor. She de-livered that afternoon and if they hadn't been in a Ford V-8 she would never have made the hospital in time A boyhood chum of mine named "Snorky" Glen-dan, at least I always knew him only as "Snorky", stuttered badly until his family doctor prescribed three trips, .twice daily, around the block, in re-verse, in their 1939 Ford. In just a couple of weeks time the clutch chatter had completely cured Snor-ky's stuttering. However, his Dad stuttered from then on until his dying day. My Uncle Claude, who bought a new '39 Ford, did so for two reasons. One, of course, was because of the wonderful inducement our Ford had provided for Aunt Minnie in the birth of Cousin Oglethorpe, but more importantly because that ride in our '36 had also temporarily cured his hemorrhoids. He was too embarrassed to ask to borrow our Ford whenev-er he needed a treatment so he went out and bought his own Ford. Under doctor's orders, of course: I always wondered when I was a kid why he called it "his little preparation H". Another neighbor of ours had a 1935 rumble seat coupe and two hyperactive young boys. His wife was a nervous wreck. Their doctor prescribed long rides for the kids in the 

coupe, with them in the rumble with the lid closed and locked. I don't know as it ever did any good for those boys, but I remember how much better their mother seemed when their Dad took them for those long rides locked in the rumble. An optometrist in our town usually checked his pa-tients eye-sight in his 1938 Ford at night. He said that if they could read those instruments while driving at night, they didn't need glasses: Old Crazy Bessie, I never did know her real name, was one of the town eccentrics when I was a kid. She was the world's worst driver and drove her 1933 coupe around town like she was competing in the Elgin Road Race. I learned in later years that her doc-tor had prescribed the Ford for her. It seems that she suffered from paranoia and thought that someone was after her. That was until she got the Ford V-8 and found out that no one could catch her. It cured her paranoia, but she sure made many of the town folk a little spooky whenever they saw Bessie coming in that Ford. Joe Zank was a. salesman who used to call on my Dad, He had a big territory which included some very mountainous areas. He always drove Chryslers until he developed constipation problems. His doctor pre-scribed a 1937 Ford, 60 horse powered coupe as a cure for his constipation. He told my Dad that one trip through the mountains in that Ford scared the__ out of him and that as long as he owned the car he was never constipated again. An eye doctor in our town during the 1930's always prescribed Fords for his patients who were color blind. He did this because if they were driving a Ford and came to a traffic light, it wouldn't make any dif-ference if it were red or green because they wouldn't be able to stop anyway.  So there you have it. Buick claimed to be, "the doc-tors car," but "the car that doctors," was the early Ford V-8. The Head Nut    

FORD AND THE MEDICAL  PROFESSION (Dan Cragg continued)  on illustration board. At this time I may adjust the work by adding or subtracting various imag-es. Now comes the fun part...the actual painting. Trained to work in oils, I have had to retrain my-self to create with acrylics as I have a basement home studio, Oils have many toxic aspects to them and dry slowly, whereas, acrylics dry fast and are water based with no odor. Even though I have been able to transfer techniques learned in oils, acrylics have their own unique qualities al-lowing for continued learning on my part Paint-ings may take from one week to months to finish depending on size, complexity of the composition or if I have a "hot spell" when everything just falls into place. Overall, my car illustrations tend to be bright in color, reflecting the joy I see by hobbyists when dealing with their cars, but not overly technical probably reflecting how I approach my own res-toration work. My goal as an illustrator is to ei-ther bring a smile to the viewer or for the "car guys" to identity with the situation.  Ed. Note: I liked the picture that was in the V8Times so much that I asked Dan for a copy and had it framed..  

Once again the dead horse was drug from the stable to prove  that no matter how many times you beat this poor broken down horse It won’t get up. The auction was proven once again that it is truly dead.. No longer do members want to drag out anything of value to see it sold for a buck. Plus I would guess that all the good stuff that was extra or duplicates is long gone. So members bring the things that they no longer have any use for and can’t bring themselves to throw it away and still fret at the cheap dollar it brought. After the fretting was over the club treasury advanced by $169.00. By the looks of Auction Master Denny he is probably holding the only item of value in the whole auction. Other than the 4 dozen eggs Mike brought and sold for Cub prices. Having not attended the auction, it is only specula-tion as to how it really transpired. 


