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Cruising Season is Here

Let’s go...Lots of V-8 Events Planned
INSIDE...

• Club Activities
• Recap: Annual Junk Yard Tour
• New Club Trailer & Tent
• TCRG Donations

T W I N C I T I E S R E G I O N A L G R O U P I N F O R M AT I O N

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the ﬁrst Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN
55347, or e-mail
mc56bird@comcast.net.
Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is
preferred.
Advertising
Classiﬁed ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

The Rumble Sheet is the ofﬁcial publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-proﬁt
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of ﬂathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.
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TCRG Activities

TCRG Glovebox

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 7:00 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting
will be held at Environments, Inc., 13600
County Road 62, Minnetonka. From I-494,
exit at Hwy 62 Crosstown and go west less than
a half mile. First driveway on the right after
Baker Road. After the business meeting, a ﬁlm
will be shown on the history of Highway 61.
Bring the old car for some tire kicking as well.
Thursday, April 21, 2009, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Gentlemen invited
too! Louisiana Café, 613 Selby Avenue (at Dale
St N), St Paul, MN 55102 651-221-9140.
Thanks Bill Gillies for setting it up.
Wednesday, June 3, 2009
MEMBERSHIP MEETING- Dinner meeting
and cruise to Porky’s Drive In in St Paul. More
detail in the next newsletter.
Sunday, June 7, 2009, 10AM to 3PM
ALL FORD PICNIC AND SWAP MEET, If
you have not signed up to help, please come
and pitch in where needed. It’s really a ton of
fun, and it’s totally free!
Sunday, June 21, 2009, 9AM to 4PM.
Mike Timmermans wants to remind club members that the MN Metro Chapter of the American Truck and Historical Society is having their
Father’s Day Antique Truck and Tractor Show
at Ellingson’s Car Museum in Roger, MN. For
many, a nice diversion from the hot rods of
Back to the 50s.

• Cover Photo: This ‘50 Ford survived just
a few MN winters sitting around French Lake
Auto Parts. Be sure to review the highlights of
the annual junk yard tour on pages 6 and 7.
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The
Editor would like to thank Bill Gillies, Mike
Timmermans, and the junk yard group for
answering numerous RS reporter’s questions.
• TCRG Donations: The Board is proud to
report that we made donations to several worthy
causes over the past month or so. See the article
on page 9 for all the details.
• Tim Anderson: Tim let me know via email
he now has his own place and a new address:
451 E. Boardwalk Drive, #609, Ft Collins, CO
80525. He said to say high (as in mountains),
and he is still looking for the right car to replace
the ‘47. He will advise once he ﬁnds it.
• Activities: I updated the activities grid on
page 5. It serves as a good planning calendar
that hopefully encourages participation. As you
will see, it has ﬁlled in quite nicely! I also added
a recurring event grid to help you make the most
of your summer of V-8 cruising. You literally
can have some car fun every week if you want
to. Let’s make the most of this short Minnesota
cruising season and ﬁre up the ﬂathead often!
• Autoswalk.com: You say you still don’t
have enough V-8’ing stuff to do? Check out this
website for virtually every car event in MN.
http://www.autoswalk.com/

Welcome New Members

Happy Birthday!
May 4
May 5
May 23
May 28

TCRG welcomes:

Mike and Terri Franklin
12725 Ethelton Way
Apple Valley, MN 55124

Winston Sorvig
James Forest
Rita Gasterland
Connie Halfpenny

Mike and Terri have a ‘38 Standard Coupe
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Dobie’s Corner

The month was a very productive time for
the Board members; we had a Board Meeting! The
board members got together at my house the second
Wednesday after the regular meeting and boy did
we get things done and even spent some of the club’s
Treasury.
1. We approved the purchase for a new EZup canopy,
which should arrive any day now. We ordered one
with an aluminum frame to ease the burden on us
mature members when it comes time to set up and
take down. It is a 10 X 15 same size as the old one
but not so bulky.
2. We approved sending $1000 to the Ford
Foundation as it is a worthy cause even if we don’t
always agree with the current management.
3. We approved the August club meeting and picnic.
We have reserved the park and pavilion where we
had the picnic last year. It overlooks the Ford Plant
across the river from the park. We have the food
vendor on retainer and now we need someone or
ones to step up and get the drinks and desserts.
The biggest news is the trailer arrived
and it looks GREAT! It is a 5X8 with all the latest
appointments. The hinges have plates welded over
the bolts so that hopefully no one can break in
through the hinges. The wheel hubs have a grease
zerk on them to lube the wheel bearings. It has LED
lights side and rear and even an interior light. It is a
little bigger than the old trailer and should hold the
entire club’s stuff with ease. We are going to try to
put the fence in the old trailer to see if we can make
the job of storing the fence easier.
We talked about activities in the coming
months and Mark has listed some of them. Also
listed are activities but not organized club events.
These are listed as information and available if
you want to have some place to go when you have
nothing to do, and are standing around thinking of
what can I do and where can I go today.
We had a big turnout at the breakfast in
April, 16 members showed up. I believe that is the
record for members attending. There was some
discussion as to the name of the event, Geezer

vs. Gentlemen’s Breakfast. Some of the cranky
members wanted to continue with Geezer while the
more modest and reﬁned members liked to be called
Gentlemen. So let me hear it from the membership.
How do you want to name the breakfast?
For the May meeting, I will bring a tape that
was broadcast on channel 2 last month. It is about
50 minutes long about highway 61 in Minnesota,
from the Canadian border to the southern border.
Cathy Wurzer of MPR drove a 1946 Cadillac and
told about the history and places and buildings
from the past. It is a very enjoyable ﬁlm and gives
many ideas of places the club may want to go and
see sometime. If you haven’t seen it, I’m sure you’ll
enjoy watching.
The annual junk yard tour was a success
with even the weather cooperating. Any day in the
junk yard is a better day than say painting or ﬁshing
in some rocking leaking boat. Some members just
walked and looked while others were de-wrenching
parts from cars or trucks. Gary R. had his sack of
tools on a stick resting on his shoulder looking like
the kid running away from home or the tramp with
all his worldly possessions in tow.
Get your batteries charged up as time’s a
wasting!

Dobie & Mary
wlgillies@juno.com
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(2008)

Planned 2009 TCRG Club Activities
Month
May
June

Date
Event
Comments
6
Membership Meeting
Highway 61 Review Video
3
Membership Meeting
Dinner Cruise to Porky’s Drive In
7
All Ford Picnic
30th Annual, Need workers to help
19, 20, 21
Back to the 50s
Saturday Pot Luck supper
21
Truck & Tractor Show
Amer. Truck Historical Soc. Show, Rogers
July
11
Hastings Evening Cruise
TCRG Sat. Night Cruise-in, 5 to 9 PM
18
History Tour & Picnic
JT coordinated, one day, Picnic @ Feltons
26???
Sunday Brunch
St James Hotel, Red Wing, 11AM Brunch,
tour and shop the area on your own
August
5
Membership Meeting
Catered Annual Membership Picnic
9
New Brighton Show
Bruce Nelson, host, need fence/show help
22
Hastings History of Cars
Tom Halfpenny Coordinating
26 to 31
Central National Meet
Auburn, IN
September
2
Membership Meeting
Dinner Cruise to Broadway Pizza
12
Wayzata Car Show
James J Hill Days, Roger Wothe, host
TBD
Fall Tour
Paul & Joanne Oman Hosts
October
7
Membership Meeting
Member’s “Show N Tell” night
10
Leaf and Color Tour
One day tour
November
4
Membership Meeting
Literature Show & Automobilia, Ron Long
TBD
Cultural Event
Planning for show, comedy club, dinner, etc.
December
2
Membership Meeting
Annual Christmas Party

Recurring 2009 Events (Unplanned)

The following events were obtained from the Autoswalk website or were recommended by TCRG
club members. Most are hot rod themed cruise-ins noted for their fun and popularity. Enjoy!
Event
Day
Comment
Historic Hastings Cruise In
Saturday Nights
Every Other Sat. night, 5/30 to 10/3
Downtown St Paul, Kellogg Ave Saturday Night
5/23, 6/6, 7/18, 8/15, 8/29, 9/12
Minnetonka Drive In
Every Thursday
Late May through early September
Classic Car Night, Bobby & 2nd Wednesday 7090 21st Ave, Lino Lakes, MN, Starting
Steve’s, Classic Cadillac Diner
of each month
5/13 through 9/9
The Pizza Shop
Every Thursday
1037 Dodd Rd, W. St Paul, 55118
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2009 JUNK

Saturday, April 24th started out cold
and rainy, but that didn’t stop 14 hearty club
members and friends from the 9th annual Junk
Yard Tour. Yes, if you can believe it, John Titus
and Pat Minor began this annual event around
2000 and it has been spearheading the club
cruising season ever since.
The JYT crew of John Titus and boys,
Ron Christensen and friend, Bill Blood, Bill
Gillies, Al Stahlberg, Mark Crichton, Bruce
Nelson, Gordie Ditmanson, Joel Bergstrom
and Gary Rosenberger met for breakfast at the
Plymouth Perkins. In fact newer member Al
was the ﬁrst to arrive and grab a table. After
breakfast, the required group photo and some

Buick. After an hour in the yard I found Ron
wandering around holding a small part. Apparently, this was a part to a bigger part, but
the Rons still couldn’t ﬁnd the big part. You
will have to ask him if he was successful since
I lost the lead. (Hey, it’s a big place, JT says 70
acres!)
Joel Bergstrom was hunting for rear
fenders and a front ﬂoor pan for a ‘46. It would
not surprise many club members that JT had
every ‘46 to ‘48 part in the yard categorized, so
Joel suddenly had a good resource. JT offered
his own supply back in Lonsdale as a back up!
Gordie Ditmanson seemed to hit
paydirt. He didn’t ﬁnd just one vacuum tank,
but three! Gordie plans to use it on his Columbia. Since he really only needed one, he offered

instruction from JT, we caravaned to French
Lake where we met up with Pat Minor. The
junk yard Gods had already begun ﬁxing the
weather concerns, which was great! I took my
role as RS photographer and reporter.
Ron Christensen and his friend Ron
were looking for a window trim piece for his ‘50
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JT and Gordie determine the speciﬁcs of a stray
Ford rear axle “just for the fun of it”

one to Gary Rosenberger for his ‘51 Merc’s so
his wipers will work when drag racing. I understand Joel turned Gordie onto a carburetor
and air cleaner off a ‘51 that will work perfectly
on his ﬂathead 6. As picked over as you would
think French Lake is, there is still plenty of opportunity to ﬁnd that special part.
Bruce Nelson decided that having a
spare rear axle bearing is a good thing, and arrived at French Lake on a mission to avoid another trip home on the back of a ﬂatbed. He
and Pat Minor found several nice examples in
the yard. They seemed to have everything they

YARD TOUR

Pat Minor helps Bruce Nelson obtain a “spare”
axle for his ‘49, while JT muses over the boys
forgetting to bring a hammer to the yard

Ron Christensen getting help looking for an
elusive trim piece for his ‘50 Buick
Floyd parked this Stude precariously because he
knew the RS Editor would bring a camera

Bruce Nelson removes a rear axle from a ‘51 so
he has a spare for his ‘49. No more rides home on
a ﬂatbed for Bruce!
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needed, including tools, jacks, kneeling cardboard and even refreshments. However the bad
news, no “ford tool” (hammer). The ﬁrst axle
came out easily, but they had to really beat on
a second one. After deciding it wasn’t the same
vintage as Bruce’s ‘49, they moved on to a more
agreeable candidate. In fact, the second car was
so nice, Bruce grabbed the quality brake drum
as well. Even though Pat spent time helping
Bruce out, he had enough energy to ﬁnd a grill
for his 70’s Ford pickup.
All in all, it was a productive day at
French Lake. Initially cold and wet, it turned
out dry and bright. Many club members found
what they were looking for, and everybody
seemed to have fun. Even JT’s son Alex got
lucky; He found a 1945 silver quarter!
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have to wait the outcome on that. Here is the
United Trailer website:
http://www.united-trailers.com/

The Board is pleased to announce the
club has purchased it’s new club trailer! Led by
President Bill Gillies, a signiﬁcant amount of
work went into ensuring the club got the most
for the money. Bill and several other members
“shopped ‘til they dropped”, considering various styles, options and sizes before making this
important decision. As you can see from the
pictures, the club has a great trailer to store and
transport show and event supplies.
The board also authorized the purchase of a new “EZ Up” 10’ X 15’ tent. This
tent is just as strong as the old model, but made
of aluminum, therefore much lighter. Both the
trailer and tent will be available for your inspection at the All Ford Picnic, June 7th.
The trailer is a 5’ X 8’ Express Hauler

from United Trailers. As you can see, it has the
convenience of a front side door which gives
greater ﬂexibility. It even has posted exit signs
over both doors so Bruce can ﬁnd his why out
if he gets lost inside! Speaking of Bruce, he
currently has the trailer in his garage “plan-ogramming” the contents so all our “stuff ” ﬁts in
efﬁciently. We are hoping to use the old trailer
to store the New Brighton fencing, but we will

C
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TCRG Club Donations

Each March, FoodShare directs the
largest food drive in the state (known as the
March Campaign) and restocks more than 260
food shelves across Minnesota. It recruits thousands of congregations, corporations, schools
and civic groups to run local food and fund
drives to aid in the effort.

The Board is pleased to announce
TCRG has donated $1,000 each to the Minnesota FoodShare and the Early Ford V-8 Foundation. We are all aware of the Foundation and
the ﬁne work they do to preserve the history of
the Early Ford V-8. Our donation will be used
to help build the V-8 museum depicted in the
graphic at right. However, you may not know
much about Minnesota FoodShare program.
Below you will ﬁnd a write up on this charity organization that does so much to help Minnesota
families. As an FYI, this is the organization the
club has donated food and money to through
Bill Blood during our Christmas celebration in
December. We hope you feel as good as we do
about donating to both of these worthy organizations.
Later in the year, the board is considering donating $1,000 to the MSRA Scholarship
fund to help a worthy student get ahead in life.
This is your club and your opinion counts! Be
sure to come to the meetings, as this is your best
opportunity to have a voice.

Minnesota FoodShare organizes a
statewide media campaign to promote food
shelf donations. It produces and distributes
free promotional and educational resources
for food drive organizers. It acts as a clearinghouse for all cash donations and distributes the
funds to participating Minnesota food shelves.
Throughout the year, FoodShare advocates on
behalf of hungry Minnesota families with both
state and federal lawmakers and educates the
public about hunger in Minnesota.

Free Auto Guides

The Hayden Heights Branch Library
has a huge collection of auto repair and restoration guides and they’re all free with a Minnesota
public library card. We’re contacting Minnesota auto clubs to get word out about this fantastic
free resource. We are located at 1456 White
Bear Avenue in the northeast corner of St Paul.
We carry shop manuals, Haynes and Chilton
guides, Hollander Interchange Manuals, customizing and painting guides, and AllData and
Mitchell OnDemand computer databases. If
members of your club would appreciate hearing about these free resources, please feel free to
distribute copies of the attached ﬂyer in print or
via email. Thank you, and we hope to see you
soon!
Hayden Heights Branch Library
1456 White Bear Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55106
651-793-3934 ; 651-793-3936 (fax)
Mon, Wed, Thurs 12:30-9pm; Tues 10am-9pm;
Fri & Sat 10am-5:30pm
9

RS Stories Needed

• 1937 Ford Standard Pickup, 85 ﬂathead runs
great, 9000 mile engine rebuild, entire drive
train factory-original, cable brakes stop well,
excellent condition, $19,950 Mark Crichton,
612-801-3620, mc56bird@comcast.net (1/09)

I have received a ton of positive comments on the Rumble Sheet articles that have
run over the past several issues. Paul Oman’s
‘35 bus, Chris Byrne’s ‘40 Ford, and Jan and
Werner’s ‘36 Ford are recent examples of stories that have really helped make the Rumble
Sheet a quality newsletter. Thanks to all of you
who have taken the time to write and send me
pictures. It is really appreciated!
I know there are plenty more out there.
Please consider sharing your special V-8 story
with fellow club members. It does not have to
be long, and I know you already have pictures
of your great cars. In fact, it does not even have
to be about a V-8. All Old Car stories are special and appreciated, regardless of make.
I can do two of them myself, one for
the ‘bird (about my Dad) and one for the truck
(about my wife). That’s two cars. two stories.
Every car has one! But as your Editor, you hear
from me enough...
I can handle email text (preferred),
Word docs, even verbal dissertations over the
phone! I’m surprisingly easy going! I just want
to publish a great product, and the only “great”
missing element is you. Thanks, ED

(2008)

For Sale

Classiﬁed ads are free to TCRG members,
and will run for three consecutive months
• 1951 Ford motor mounts, 2 front 1 rear
$25, also have a 1951 Ford overdrive 3 speed
transmission solenoids included unknown
condition $150 ct cell 6512763230, Earl Kelly
• 1936 Ford Pickup rear fenders, three left and
one right (rough), $300 for all four, Roger Eide,
763-277-5225 (2/09)
• Five 16inch wheels for 46 Ford. $60.00.
California car cover for 46 Ford 2 Tudor $60.00
Dan Welch 763-434-7804
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The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
of GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• Ford 8N tractor low hours in great condition
with back blade, $2400. Gary Nielsen, GEM
Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with power divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete,
with add on brake. Engine free. $1500. Gary
Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good.
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300
OBO. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and
tires with hoist, no box. $1800. Gary Nielsen,
GEM Classic Auto
• WANTED: 1955-56 T Bird in fully usable
condition, good driver is ﬁne, prefer two tops.

BJ’s Corner

• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, green,
restored, skirts, WWSW, super!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon,
one of the best in the world
•1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, black, dressed
ﬂathead, Columbia rear, wow!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Opera coupe, steel, grill
guard, wing tips, R&H, WWSW, fogs
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car,
never rusty, dressed ﬂathead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel,
body-off, Columbia, still under construction,
• 1948 Ford Super Deluxe Coupe, killer black,
dressed ﬂathead, body-off neat!
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black,
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off restoration,
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all of BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

(2008)

Wanted
(2008)

• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off,
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan,
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red,
duals, WWSW, great driver!
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• 1932 Ford fordor in good condition. Will
trade for other 1932 Ford parts. V8 ﬂatheads,
transmissions, ﬂathead parts, fenders, grille
shells, rear end, chassis parts, 18” wheels and
more 1932 Ford parts for sale. 651-341-0361
brucethedeuce@usfamily.net
• Ford hand tools to make up a tool kit. Monkey
wrench, Box wrench, screwdriver, small openend wrenches. Harvey Oberg, 651-739-9754
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modiﬁcations
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker to
do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918 “Here’s
your opportunity to lay old BJ away”.

Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

