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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current members and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercu-ry's and Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953. Club Address P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of almost every month at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   time or site will also be announced in the Rum-ble Sheet. Membership Membership dues for the TCRG are $20 per calen-dar year.  Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America (the National Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group. Submitting Material Please send all materials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the month.  E-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred. Advertising Classified ads are free to TCRG  members, and will run for three consecutive months.  Display ads (business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of $30.  Check under ad for last appearance. Website TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org 

President    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 Vice President    Stephen Seidl   763-434-7848 Secretary    Bill Blood   612-722-4172 Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633– 1564 Activities Director   unknown   xxx-xxx-xxxx Membership    Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 Past President    Dennis Carney   952-941-0732 Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 Archives    Jerry Felton   952-873-6754 Art Director    Ron Long   651-714-2740 Webmaster    Mark Crichton    
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Support our Advertisers! 

Headquarters Machine & Restoration 
 Benefit from Our Experience 
_________________________________________________________________________________ Early V-8 Pros – We learned by doing 

 Give us a call when you require know how a computer cannot provide 
We excel in repairing, maintaining, & rebuilding all engines 

  612-568-0068  www.hq-ma.com 

 Your Ad could be here!!! $30 a yar gets your Ad out to members and others. 



 

more information. Sunday, July 17  2016 Highland Fest All Ford Car Show - 9 am to 5 pm  Free to any Ford Motor Company product - 1903 to 2016.  Blocked off street parking on Highland Park-way.  Part of Highland Fest - Art & Music in the Village .Food, crafts, art booths.  Volun-teers will be needed.  Contact Tom Mur-ray (651-755-9055) or Bruce Nelson (651-482-8940) for more information.  August 8—11, 2016, Eastern National Meet in Gettysburg PA.  If you missed it in 2014, they are doing it again.  Cheaper hotel rates and registration fee.  www.ncr36.com or www.earlyfordv8.org  August 14, 2016, 35th Annual New Brighton Car Show & Swap Meet,  Same time, same  place,  We will need your help once again.  September 15—21, 2016,   date update  Great Southwestern National Driving Tour, Colora-do and Eastern Utah.  Sponsored by the Hi-Country Regional Group # 28.  Contact Lou Mraz at Lfmj60@aol.com for more infor-mation.  September 18—22, 2016, Blue Ridge Parkway National Driving Tour.  North Carolina.  Sponsored by the Georgia Regional Group # 24.  Contact Lamar Hart at 770-496-9928 for more information.  Certainly many things to see and do in 2016.   And, if you have ideas to share, contact Gordy Ditmanson at 651-646-8103 to schedule a month 

Meeting Location:  Davanni's Pizza & Hot Hoagies  Address: 1905 Perimeter Dr,  Roseville, MN 55113 Directions This is located just North of Highway 36 and just East of 35W . You and get off Highway 36 on Fair-view Ave to the North and go left  or West at the first light. Drive around and you’ll find it before long. 
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Miscellany Monthly Meeting Location 

TCRG Activities 
June 5, 2016  The 37th Annual All Ford Picnic and No– Trophy CAR SHOW  held at a new location.  DUNWOODY College of Technology in Minne-apolis. No need to make ice just bring $5.00 to get in. Swap spaces are free. Concessions available.   Further Down the Road…………. June 12—16, 2016, Central National Meet in Tulsa OK.  We went there in 1978.  Here is your chance to do it again.  Information available at www.earlyfordv8.org  July 11—15, 2016, Western New York Regional Group’s Golden Anniversary National Driving Tour.  Starts in Batavia NY and includes nights in Jamestown, Corning, Binghamton, Syracuse, and back to Batavia.  You will be touring around the Finger Lakes Region of NY.  Think wineries.  Contact Milly at millysch@frontiernet.net for 

· TCRG E-Mail List: For those who aren't currently on the TCRG e-mail list to receive notices, reminders, changes, etc., but want to be, just email Ron Long at v83756@comcast.net to be added.  (Even though you may be receiving the digital version of the Rumble Sheet you may not be on the "E-mail List").  Ron will sort it out, so contact him to be sure. 
· Coming to a town near you — The 2016 Great Race will be scheduling an overnight in Sioux Falls on June 24th and a lunch stop in Cedar Rapids on June 25th.  Something to think about for an overnight tour. 
· .  —————————————————————- Next month's meeting will be at Culvers on Silver 
Lake Road. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 for 
teste coffee and cookies .After the break, several 
members showed their hobbies. Car related items 
included Gary R’s memorabilia about the Hirohata 
Merc custom. Cliff H showed 20 open ended 
wrenches, all different, from 33 and 34 Ford tool 
pouches. Bruce N.  brought a few dozen of his many 
license plates. Bill G. brought samples of brake 
switches and tire pressure senders. Joel B. brought 
several Tonka Toys items. Non-auto related items 
included Becky I.’s  beautiful quilts, Bill B's  Pogo 
figures, Al R.’s shooting club medals and Pres. 
Gordy's extensive collection of forceps. A good time 
was had by all. 
Respectfully, Bill B.,Secretary. 

To order: 7:40 PM by Pres. Gordy.  Introduction of new board officers. Next board meeting at Roger’s Wednesday, February 10 at 1 PM. Treasurer's report : Roger says treasury is still good with banquet and most associated costs paid. Secretary report :  Bill says no minutes from Janu-ary meeting as we had banquet instead. Membership report:  Joel reports most have re-newed their memberships, but he's waiting for the last dozen to renew.  Last year seven members re-newed in March. We want the roster to include eve-ryone. The national V8 club needs our roster in June. Email addresses are requested as they are nice for cancellations, notifications for funerals, etc.   As regards amended bylaws Gordy asked if there were any joint memberships and none were known. Spring Tours were suggested in the Eau Claire and Chippewa Falls Wisconsin area with several possi-ble destinations including Paul and Joanne Oman’s. All Ford Picnic:  Anticipated costs for buttons , fly-ers and portable toilets would be about $500. We will need flyers for the Minnesota Car Club Associ-ation on Saturday, February 20 with at least 200 flyers, preferably 500. Three new sites were dis-cussed. Dunwoody is available on the first Sunday in June at no cost. It is centrally located and visible from east bound I 94. They request that no stakes be put into their new asphalt. Highway 65 Classics was brought forth by Steve. It's under new management, not very central. It has been a moneymaker for the Oldsmobile club. Gordy mentioned that the old Amtrak site on Station Road might be available. Inquiries made to the Chicago office, but they have not been very responsive. The final choice for site will be decided at the next board meeting. Ron L. has the art for flyer ready except for location. The Ford Pkwy Highland Fest car show will be held on July 17. It will be free as alternative funding has been found to cover dash plaques.  All national club meets were discussed as printed in the V-8 Times. Conflict with other events were not noted.       Continued next column. 

V-8 Membership Meeting 

Cover photo  Show and Tell at the Feb. monthly meeting. Displayed is a collection of Gordy’s and Donna’s tools for the delivery of   babies in the dark ages.  There were many interest-ing displays to be for future  Rumble Sheets. 



 

     Speaking of “Presidents”, as kids we always got to celebrate two days, Lincoln’s Birthday on Febru-
ary 12th and Washington’s Birthday on February 22nd. But it is an interesting and little known fact 
that Washington was actually born on February 11th, 1731. The American Colonies were just getting 
around to switching to the Gregorian calendar from the Julian calendar and that added 11 days to his birthday. (Many people felt they were being robbed!) 
And since his birthday fell before the old date for New Year’s Day but after the new date for New 
Year’s Day his birth year was changed to 1732. 
     Speaking of “Calendars” it is time to start making important notations on our own rapidly-filling-up 
date planners. We are making plans for several dates that we hope to have record numbers of our TCRG 
cars on the road and on display for the deserving public- three in particular to mark as “For Sure.” 
     The first date to circle is May 21st. This day we 
will join up with a large contingent of our Flathead Brethren in Wisconsin for an overnight two day tour through multiple venues in the beautiful rolling hills 
around Chippewa Falls. Please see additional details elsewhere in this edition of the Rumble Sheet. 
    Next is June 5th. Our All Ford Picnic is moving to 
a new, more central location this year at the Dun-woody Technical College. The TCRG and the Mini-
Birds are joining in inviting all Ford, Lincoln, and Mercury Clubs and Products in showcasing these 
beauties to the general public. We have to start get-ting the word out to as many people places as possi-
ble. 
     The Third is July 17th. The Highland Fest All Ford Car Show is really getting ramped up and is a great place to celebrate our heritage born at the old 
Ford Plant. 
      Much more will be written about all these events in the months to come but right now, GO TO YOUR 
CALENDARS and circle these three dates! There will be other opportunities to show and drive our cars 
this year as well so keep your calendars handy. 

During the time Billy was president of Northwestern 
College in Minneapolis (l948-l952)  , the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association was formed.  The first large 
city wide series of meetings was held in a large tent in 
down town Los Angeles, CA  in l949.  Then in 
a succession of large cities on the East and West 
Coasts.  The Ft. Worth, Texas crusade in l950 was a 
great success.  It lasted longer than planned, reaching 
thousands in nightly meetings.  After the conclusion, 
appreciative churches, wished to show their gratitude 
and presented Billy with a new l950 Ford Converti-
ble.  The Ford was used by him back in Mpls.  where 
the main offices remained  
 
Also in Minnesota, a young lady who attended North-
western married a fellow student.  After graduation, 
they were serving a church in the northern part of the 
state.  On a very cold winter Sunday morning, while 
trying to start their car by pulling it with a tractor, the 
Pastor husband was tragically killed.  The young wid-
ow was asked to come back to Mpls. and work as the 
personal secretary for Billy.    After  a few years the 
convertible was sold to the secretary.  In l957, her re-
tired father, Rev. Harry Powers of Eau Claire, 
WI.  would end up with the rag top to replace his l941 
Dodge 4 door luxury liner. 
 
I was living in the Twin Cities and would see that car 
from time to time as they attended the church in Eau 
Claire that my Father was the pastor. By this time the 
50 was showing rocker panel bubbles and the top was 
getting thin in spots, but what a nice straight low mile-
age car it was, and a car with an interesting histo-
ry.  During this period of the cars life, the top was nev-
er down, even in the summer, most of the windows 
would be rolled up, when the elderly couple would be 
seen driving it. 
Pastor Harry died and I lost track of the car.  In the 45 
years since, we moved back to Wisconsin, I have 
tracked down a half dozen 50 Ford convertibles, hoping 
to find that Hawthorne Green car, but as yet no luck. 
Paul Omen 

From the President’s Workbench 
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Greetings from Michigan!   What Would Billy Drive ease. Monday continues to be a good night for me. I always showed up for TCRG meetings when I was in town, but it was always hard be-ing on a Wednesday. That hasn’t changed! Tuesdays and Wednesdays are difficult as I am STILL typically on the road those days.  The other thing I wanted to mention is the fact that the historic Packard Proving Grounds is just 5 miles away. What an awesome place with tons of history. Several car shows happen there every year and I try to attend as many as I can. Finally, my replacement for the Back to the 50’s, the Woodward Dream Cruise. 2015 was my 3rd year, and thanks to my Fun Time Cru-zers club, I ended up in a park at 13 Mile and Woodward, closer than ever to the heart of the action (around 11 Mile). Talk about “run what you brung”, I saw just about everything! Again, based on space, I sent a couple pictures. (Bill, these are decisions an Editor must make… hee, hee). Bottom line, an amazing experience, and I plan to go every year based on “car guy” princi-ple! I hope you are all doing well, and I miss the ca-maraderie that comes with being a member of TCRG. All the best! Thanks Bill! The garage picture is at my home illustrating the “bird’s nest”. The front end Bird pic is at Woodward, and the rear picture is at the Packard Proving Grounds, with the old buildings in the background. As a back up, the awesome ’32 is my “best of show” from my Woodward 2015 experience. Wow!!!  Mark Crichton mc56bird@gmail.com 

 I genuinely miss all my good friends from TCRG, and hope one day I can return for the 50’s and reconnect once again! I wanted to give you a quick update on how I am doing, and point out a couple cool car items I have been involved with.  First of all, Jan and I are doing fine. I ended up in a home that has more square feet, new (again) with less monthly expenses, resulting in more to spend on cars. My son Danny is doing terrific, working with Charles River Ventures in Boston (Check out www.crv.com for a nice pic-ture and a sense of what he does). Thank you Bill for acknowledging the website’s 10 year anniversary, but as many of you know Danny built this for us, not me. I just want to get the record straight.  If you are into reading “blog”, checkout “www.dannycrichton.com!   Anyway, one of the cool things about this area, virtually everybody has a “fun car”, mostly GM Muscle like GTOs, Cutlass’ and Camaro's, even a Ferarri. From my driveway, I can point to 9 houses that have “something” in that 3rd bay. My neighbor (a widow) even has a ’02 Vette! It’s the way of the world around here, and I am enjoying it! I am now a proud member of 7 car clubs, in-cluding TCRG and the Mini Birds. One club I would like to point out is the Fun Time Cruzers that I joined 2 years ago http://funtimec.ipower.com/. This is a true fun club, with a “run what you brung” attitude, and meets every Monday night at our local mall for a cruise in. Typically, 150 to 200 cars show up! I can get there on all two lane roads with 
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Happy Birthday 
March 1   Judy Parmalee March 5   Leo Anderson March 9   Glen Kelly March 11  Sandy Neilsen March 13  Gary Neilsen March 15  Dave Dahlen March 16   Arlene Sawvel March 22   Beth Titus March 25   Joanne Oman March 27  Nancy Louis March 27   Don Pautz 

Geezer breakfast list For 2016                                                           
      Restaurant                Location                       City                Rating Month  Arranger  1. Machine Shed  I94 & Radio Drive, Woodbury 3.4 January  Gary I. 2. Country Kitchen 42nd Ave,  New Hope 3.8 February Steve S.  3. Bakers Square  98th & Lyndale So Bloomington 3.2 March  Gary W.  4. Original pancake House     Roseville 3.5 April  Bruce N. 5. Currans    42nd & Nicollet     So. Mpls 4.2 May  Bill B.  6. Pippins     2905 N. Snelling,               St. Paul  4.0 June  Kent T. 7. Louisiana Café               Selby & Dale           Roseville        4.0 July  Joel B. 8. Woodbury Café     Valley Creek Road Woodbury 3.8 August  Ron L.   9. Highland Café & Bakery         Ford Parkway 3.9 September Gordy D. 10.Key’s  756 Raymond Ave  St. Paul  3.8 October  Glen K.  11.Open      Subject to ED’s approval.            November Gary R  12.IHOP     1935 Beam Ave   Maplewood 3.1 December Open 

2016 Geezer Breakfast Schedule 3rd Thursday of the Month 

Barrett Jackson 2016 

charge. My senior discount early purchase price was 25% over last year, who received that sort of raise this year? Single day prices vary from $25 to $75, with total attendees estimated to be 350,000, that sure yields nice non-auction revenue. Add booth fees, spon-sorships, % revenue from food sales and the bidders fees may not be a big deal. The num-ber of bidders is not published, the highest number I saw was 4681. For every car cross-ing the block the fee paid is likely 20-25% conservatively estimated. This year the trend to add trucks continues. Novelty special inter-est this year included Cushman scooters, drag racers, other racing cars, popcorn wagons, an amphicar, and small vehicles (Isettii style). Most did well. As noted, there were fewer top dollar cars than last year, but on average the prices seemed strong for all models. That Amphicar went at $60,000, not bad for some-thing that does 7 mph in the water and an exaggerated 70 on the road. Attending in per-son gives the advantage of understanding the why of price deviations. A too low or too high price may reflect excitement of the bid-ding area, but my experience is  that what seems out of norm in price is most related to condition, and more specifically to paint and bodywork quality. Sophisticated bidders spot imperfections and reflect it in the bid, also assigning special prices to the perfect vehicle.  I am surprised however at some details that seem to be overlooked, no 48-52 era ford pickup this year had the correct engine color. This year seemed to be one in which low mileage cars received special attention and were highly valued. And of course one must not forget celebrity and history. Jay Leno looked bored, in my opinion while on the stage, but his presence made for good charity pricing of his car.        (continued on page 8) 

I have been a regular attendee at the Scottsdale event for many years. Many of the readers likely follow this on televised coverage and the results of the sales are easily accessible on the website, so I will just offer some observations. Note all posted sales include buyer’s commission of 10%.The Ron Pratte collection in 2015 put a spike in the total numbers but this year was still pretty grand, 1479 cars crossing the block is quite an accomplishment. The total sales were 23% below last year’s record, likely reflecting fewer cars at the top dollar level. Ron Pratte’s collection last year likely also ac-counted for much of that difference. The total event has been expanded again, for a total of eight days, with automobilia beginning on Sunday and cars on Tuesday. Automobilia, run by the Brink-man family from Delano MN, contributed almost 3 million in sales.This is a spectator event, with open invitation to entire families to come. Vendors are everywhere, the goal is to create hype and of course to make money. Craig Jackson and his team know how to do this, and are not bashful about their ability to create excitement or how they 

The Smokey and the Bandit car certainly benefited from Burt Reynolds arriving on the stage, with other Trans Am’s gaining momentum as well.It is also apparent that many of the cars consigned are from people who come year after year and bring multiple vehicles, sometimes going home with as many as they arrived with. Ron Pratte, who was rumored to be moving to airplanes, bought at least one I could confirm. I observed at least 4 others scheduled to go to Chandler AZ, I suspect he boMost of these cars sell at no reserve, but as with last year, the Salon Collection cars were protected and some did not sell. After all, who would take a risk on a Gull Wing going for a measly $300,000?This year’s Diamond T 201 pickup sold for $50,000 plus 10%. The paint and finish were not much better than my truck. Just like last year, I am tempted to spiff it up and try to get in.  My newly acquired 50 Ford convertible was better than two sold this year, but too soon to part with it, I need it to heal my wounds from the loss of the Mercury in the Brainerd windstorm.BJ is not the top dog in the pack for giant sales. RM Sotheby’s set a new AZ record with the sale of a 1937 Mercedes-Benz 540 Special Roadster at 9.9 million. Gooding and Bonham’s all sold cars that exceeded the 1 million mark as well. They don’t care about spectators, just well - heeled buyers. Russo and Steele has not finalized sales, but said both attendance and sales are above last year.    Gary Nielsen 
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                    Spring Wisconsin Tour 
         A spring tour to the Chippewa Falls region is being arranged and coordinated with our friends from Wisconsin. This will be an overnight on the weekend of May 21-22, 2016, and will in-clude scenic driving and stops at car venues, Amish communities, and sites of local Wisconsin yore. Details are still being worked out but ac-commodations are being held until 4/21 at the Avalon Hotel and Convention Center in Chippe-wa Falls under the “TCRG”. The Avalon is all on one level with parking right outside your room for $89 for the night of May 21st. Breakfast is in-cluded the following morning. Please call and reserve your room as soon as possible. (1-888-727-5288). We’re expecting a good turnout of Wis-consin cars and we want to make a good Minne-sota showing! Questions please call Gordy  Ditmanson (612-889-8633), Gary Rosenberger (651-470-5992) or Paul or Joanne Oman (715-271-4901). 

temperature -- left a minus 6 and then in seven hours it was 90 degrees warmer.  The plan was to see as many sites as we could before the Early Ford V-8 Club Board Meetings.  We  saw the Desert Bo-tanical Garden (a must see), Taliesin West, McCormack Railroad Park, Tovrea Castle, Hall of Flame Museum, and the Musical Instrument Museum (another must see).  Had a great time even though the cost for the week (including airfare) was over $2800.  Oh, that does not include meals.  Especially Valentine's Day dinner at the Rustler's Rooste, overlooking the Phoenix valley.  One of my all time favorite places to eat.  Being Valentine's Day, we had made reservations, and one hour before the time, they sent a text message to the cell phone -- and because of that, we walked past 200 people that were in line and got seated 5 minutes before our reser-vations -- at the windows over looking the valley.  The night was topped with Mary's special gift.  A genuine rattle snakes tail. (she didn’t want the head).  And, by the way, it tastes just like chicken. Sure beats the times the company sent me there in August!!! Bruce Nelson 

Spring Wisconsin Tour 
 For those of us who have purchased more than one car or truck and done a fair amount of restoration work, this article is not for you. If you are in the beginning process and look-ing for a project ,  code for “ I can’t afford spending more than 10 grand but I want an early Ford v8” , then read on. That’s the cate-gory I generally fall into. Keep in mind own-ing an old Ford is more a journey then a pro-cess and that makes it fun. Here are a few pointers in searching for that project that I’ve learned over 40 years : 1) Don’t be in a hurry unless you doctor tells you otherwise, take your time. There are a lot of V8s out there, but not a lot for sale.  2  )Go after a car/truck year that you really like/ love. You well may own it for the next 20 years.  3) Determine initial outlay and include what it may cost to have vehicle shipped. You may buy a 35 Tu-dor sedan for $8000 in California but it will cost $3000 to ship it to  Minneapolis . 4) Check  the vehicle out as much as possible. If you can go view it yourself that’s then best . If not practical, get close up pictures , not 20 footers, to help determine condition of sheet metal. Repairing sheet metal and or replacing it can be expensive. Replacing parts or rebuilding a motor is generally a lot easier/ less expensive. Consider contacting a local V8 member in the area to look at the vehicle and pay him $50 or $100  to get his two cents worth of what he thinks. In the long run you may be better spending a few thousand more for an older restored vehicle then one that needs a lot of work. Try to talk 

to owner directly to get a better feel what they have to sell and let him know your intentions. Many people waste  a seller’s time because they are not real buyers. Al-so owners want to be sure you’re not go-ing to rod an old family member. 5  )If you are having trouble finding a specific vehicle run a wanted ad in Hemmings or a magazine that advertises old vehicles and state you want to keep it original, if that’s your intention, and price range. I think you’ll save a lot of time this way. Lastly have your cash /financing ready at a mo-ment’s notice. It might be wise to have a 20% margin. Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish. JUST LIKE REAL ES-TATE, the best deals can go quickly not to be seen again.                                                                                         Steve Seidl  

The Project  

Arizona - not on a shoe-string 
 Just back from seven days in the Tempe/Phoenix Arizona area, and I can tell you that it is their prime tourist season.  It has to be.  Why else would the airport have lines, the rental agencies have lines, the freeways be packed at all hours, and you wait in line for restaurants  The biggest change was the a minus   


