V i s i t U s O n l i n e a t w w w. t c r g v 8 c l u b . o r g

Volume 39 • Number 3

March, 2010

Yeah, it’s a Fordor!

New Members, New Season, All Good
Inside...

• Club Activities
• Introducing Jeff and Melissa Beebe
• Arizona Auctions Review
• February Meeting Minutes

T w i n C i t i e s R e g i o n a l G r o u p I n f o r m at i o n
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of flathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Bruce
Nelson, 2887 W. Owasso Blvd., Roseville 55113,
or e-mail NELSB01@msn.com. Rumble Sheet
material deadline is the 15th of the month. E-mail
body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org
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612-801-3620

TCRG Activities

TCRG Glovebox

• Cover Photo: Thanks to new member Jeff
Beebe for supplying the great photo of his 1936
Ford Deluxe Fordor. Read more about it inside.
Makes you want to get the car out.
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Bill Gillies, Jeff Beebe,
Gordy Ditmanson, Francis Kalvoda, Gary
Nielson, John Titus, Tom Halfpenny and Mark
Crichton for their contributions this month.
• 2010 Dues: To those who have yet to pay
their dues, this is a friendly reminder to submit
ASAP. Your December Rumble Sheet had
a blue insert for dues. Still only $15! If you
have a bright green insert in this issue,
you are now in the ‘rears’ on your dues,
and this will be your last issue.
• Activities Calendar: Be sure to check out
the preliminary activities calendar to find the
event you can help coordinate (or create your
own). We are open to ALL ideas! Remember,
we are all Activities Directors in TCRG. It
worked in 2009. With your help it will work in
2010. Thanks!
• World of Wheels: A big thank you to all
who volunteered to work security. Hopefully
you have the Rumble Sheet to read while you
work your shift! Don’t forget to plan time to
enjoy the “free” show!

Fri - Sun, February 26th to 28th, 2010
WORLD OF WHEELS, River Centre, St Paul,
MN. TCRG is actively involved again. If you
volunteered to work you should have received
a letter explaining the event. See you there.
Wednesday, March 3, 2010, 6:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, Broadway Pizza,
2025 West River Road (near the Plymouth
Avenue bridge) dinner meeting. Green Room
downstairs. See the President’s message for
more details.
Thursday, March 18, 2010, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Louisiana Café,
613 Selby Avenue (at Dale St N), St Paul, MN
55102 651-221-9140. Thanks Bill Gillies for
setting it up.
Wednesday, April 7, 2010
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. Watch Rumble
Sheet for details.
Monday, May 31 (Memorial Day), 12:00
MODEL
40
DAY, All ‘33-’34 Fords
welcome, Stock or Modified cars and trucks,
Veit Automotive Museum, Monticello, MN.
Contact Jim Davis..612-719-3951 or 952-9416784, email: model40meet@gmail.com

Happy Birthday!

March 1 		
March 4 		
March 5 		
March 9 		
March 16 		
March 22 		
March 25 		
March 27 		
March 27 		
March 28 		
March 29 		

Judy Parmalee
Jeff Casura
Leo Anderson
Earl Kelly
Arlene Sawvel
Beth Titus
Joanne Oman
Betty Hanson
Don Pautz
Norman Anderson
Duane Shuck

Welcome New Member

David Sanderson
397 Kilkenny Road
Kilkenny, MN 56052-0101
dsanderson@frontiernet.net
612-616-8771, 507-595-3207
Dave is a water-sewer operator, and owns a
1949 Ford Coupe.
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Welcome to the club Dave!

Dobie’s Corner

March madness is upon us on the way
towards spring. The sun gets higher in the sky
each day, when it appears, so V-8 times can’t be
too far off in the distance.
Believe it or not we did have a Board
Meeting in February at my house. And all
the board members were there. After eating
some sandwiches and brownies the meeting
commenced and I think that’s when I lost
control of the meeting. We discussed a lot of
topics and you’ll note the agenda of activities
in this issue. If any club member has anything
they would like to add to this list please feel free
to call one of us so that we might include the
outing.
Each board member will be responsible
for a month’s meeting, so that should be
interesting. The August picnic meeting will
again be in the park across from the Ford Plant
and again be catered by Aesop’s Table. I think
everyone agreed that the food was good and
the best part was the club paid for it. We talked
about some day tours and an overnight to
Willmar and maybe visiting Francis Kalvoda’s
collection. All in all I think we have a pretty
good year of activities lined up that most club
members can join in and enjoy.
The World of Wheels will have passed
by the time you read this and for once we
had all the time slots filled in. Whether or not
everyone shows up is another question. A BIG
thank you for those who did show up and put
in their time. Next year I think we may have to
forgo the WOW as getting workers is not worth
the hassle. I said this last year, hopefully I won’t
be President next year and someone else can
worry about it.
In the mail in the PO Box was an
envelope that had “Do not bend” stamped all

over it, well I think the only thing that didn’t
happen to the envelope was it wasn’t run over by
the PO truck. In the envelope addressed to Mark
Crichton was the Rumble Sheet Participation
Award given by the National. The “in house
Editor” won’t approve what I think about this
award as the Rumble Sheet that Mark has put
out over the years, by far surpasses any of the
other newsletters.
The March meeting will be a Broadway
Pizza on East River Road in Mpls. We will again
be in the Green Room downstairs. They serve a
variety of pizzas and if someone has a specific
favorite let me know ahead of time so they can
have it ready. Included will be pitchers of soft
drinks. The cost per person is $10.54 tax and
tip included. Come hungry.
That’s it for this month for me and
mine, see ya at the meeting.
Dobie & Mary
wlgillies@juno.com
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Tales from the Ice

WOW!!! This doesn’t have anything to do with World of
Wheels. It has everything to do with how the writing, assembly,
and printing of the Rumble Sheet has changed. Like I mentioned at the February meeting, you are getting your value from
the Club. Doing the math, including paper, printing, and postage, we send out 100 newsletters a month. That breaks down to
about $1.24095 an issue. With 12 issues a year that comes out to
about $14.90 a year – or about your dues money.
Now, that doesn’t mean that we don’t need other events
like the All Ford Picnic, World of Wheels, and New Brighton
Show to make a go. That just means that we need those events to do the other things that we want
to do – like the August Picnic.
Here it is March already and we have another different meeting place.
Now, I still am looking for items to share with the membership. So, the next day or night
that the weather is not to your liking, take a minute or two and write something to share with everyone. There are a lot of stories out there that can be shared about your experiences, so please do.
Well, that’s enough for this time……….remember, keep your stick on the ice. Bruce

Introducing: Jeff and Melissa Beebe

My name is Geoffrey Beebe, although I go by Jeff most of the time. My wife Melissa and I
just joined the club, and were welcomed in the last Rumble Sheet. The car we have is actually the
1936 Deluxe Fordor, not the Tudor. (see cover picture) It was my father-in-law’s, Orrin Haugen,
who passed away in 2003. It’s now actually owned by our 24 year old son, Michael, who had a special relationship with his grandfather. Orrin actually bought the car on the day Michael was born,
Nov. 25th, 1985. So, we thought it would be appropriate for him to own it, although it is still very
much a “family car” and we help him out with it.
I’d like to express a special word of thanks in the Rumble Sheet to Bill Gillies, Kent Tabako,
and Ron Goette, for helping us out last fall. As we were taking it into storage, we had a major engine
problem. I had it towed back to our house, and, knowing nothing about old cars, got on the internet
and found the TCRG website.
I contacted Bill, who, along with Kent, came up to our house in Wyoming to try and diagnose the problem. As it turned out, it was no simple matter. We needed an engine overhaul. Bill
arranged with Ron to use his trailer to bring the car to his house in Moundsview. There, he and
Kent removed the engine so we could take it in for repairs this winter. Once the engine was out and
delivered to the shop, Ron again put the car on his trailer and took it to the place we store it for the
winter. Bill has also overhauled the carburetor.
I really appreciate what the three of them did, as I had no clue where to begin when the
engine gave out. Aside from the engine (a rather important part!), the car is in excellent condition
and we look forward to getting it put back together and running this spring. So thanks, Bill, Kent,
and Ron, for all you’ve done! Jeff Beebe
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Arizona Auction Update, by Gary Nielson

This was anything but an ordinary year for
the traditional January collector cars events in the
Phoenix area. I am sure some of you watched the
action on the Speed channel. This report supplements that activity and may provide info to others
who missed the events.
Barrett Jackson (BJ) is still the big draw to
the area, especially for spectators and hobbyists. As
per last year, Gooding and RM auction houses siphoned off some of the big sale items. They do this
by having some differences in commissions charged,
but mostly by allowing sellers to put on a reserve. In
the soft economy and for very special cars this is
important. To their credit, BJ raised almost $4.5M
for charity this year.
Total volume,
without Russo and Steele
or Silver auction totals,
are 122.6 million dollars
in sales. The breakdown
is as follows: BJ-$68M,
Gooding-$35M,
RM$19.6. This represents
increases of 7.9, 8.0, and
7.7% respectively over
last year’s totals. Early reports of spectators at BJ seem down, at 180,000,
most likely driven by rainy weather conditions
Speaking of weather, every collector car
owner’s nightmare happened at the Russo and Steele
event on Thursday evening. A rain storm with winds
to 50 mph took out two tents and dropped them on
the adjacent freeway, causing accidents and a traffic
tie up for hours. The supporting poles collapsed on
the cars within and caused immense damage. The
sale was suspended on Friday and Saturday, resuming on Sunday and overlapping to Monday to sell
the rest of the undamaged cars. You may view the
damaged cars at the web site www.russosteele.com
in a posting added.
Impressions as an attendee: This was the
year of the truck for BJ, and of course it was exciting to me as a truck guy. Trucks old and new
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were plentiful. MY big thrill was seeing a beautifully
restored 1938 Diamond T 201 pickup (my model)
sell for $95,000, plus 10% buyer’s premium. In this
case, rare equated to big price. Guess I should consider an upgrade to mine. Ironically, I had visited
with a fellow in Phoenix the week before to view a
1948 truck of the same model that is just as nice.
My friend Mike is very pleased to know that the two
others he has in progress are worth the investment
he is undertaking. The ’38 Diamond T is going to
Niagara Falls. Ontario.
Here are the top sellers: Gooding-1956
Jaguar D-type Sports Racer, $3.74 million, 1959
Ferrari 250 GT Series 1 Cabriolet, $2.14 million,
1934 Dusenberg Model J,
$1.8 million.
RM-1963 Aston Martin,
$1 million, 1967 Shelby
Cobra 427, $632,500,
1932 Dusenberg Model J,
$550,000.
BJ-1963 Shelby Cobra
Roadster, $401,500, 2011
Ford Mustang GT Glass
Roof Coupe, $330,000,
1935 Cadillac Fleetwood
Imperial Convertible, $302,500. BJ also sold a 1929
Hamilton Metalplane H47 at $671,000. Barrett
Jackson withdrew a 1958 Chevrolet Impala convertible featured in a pre-sale catalog. Supposedly
owned by Buddy Holly, questions were raised after
publication about the authenticity of the car, causing the withdrawal.
Russo Steele- 1960 Ferrari 250 GT Pinninfarina Series II, $797,500. Other figures not compiled. A notable non-sale at Russo Steele was a controversial 1948 Tucker convertible (the controversy
seemed to be no clear evidence that this was ever
made by Tucker) bid to $1.5 million
This year I tuned in to the last day video
stream of the Russo Steele event. It is a strange contrast to the pomp, circumstance, and professionalism of Barrett Jackson (some might call BJ stuffy and

pretentious) In general the cars were more modest
autos that did not move at high prices but it was the
tone of the auctioneers that made it a so distinctively
different. The auctioneers cajoled the bidders and
sometimes almost insulted them. Notable quotes: “
I learned that in rehab”, “sell that sucker”, “put an
arm around that guy in a headlock and get it done”,
“begging sometimes works with auctions, it doesn’t
work with women” and the term “you betcha” occurred many times. The owner was prominent on
the stages with spirited arm pumping and yelling. It
was entertaining and they DID sell some cars.
Flatheads, including Fords, Lincolns, and
Mercury’s where well represented in the BJ auction. Stock and full blown flatheads could be readily
found. I felt bad that I was not a bidder when a nice
1948 Lincoln Continental 2 Dr. coupe (with rebuilt
V-12 engine) crossed the block at $26,000. Oh well,
saved me in storage and transport fees.
Minnesota and the Midwest were well represented as usual; sellers, bidders, and attendees.
I visited with a guy about the Diamond T for 10
minutes before we introduced ourselves. He is from
Marshall and we have acquaintances in common.
A friend with me pointed out a MN collector plate
on a 57 Ford. The transport tag showed it going to
South Dakota. Those guys should have gotten together closer to home to save auction premiums and
transport cost. One of the auctioneers from BJ is
from MN and the Automobilia sales are run by the
owner of Brinkman trailers in Delano MN.I spoke
with folks from Tracy and northern Iowa. Canadians
also are increasing their presence at the BJ event.
In the curiosity category, a nice 1949 Ford

panel truck sold for $33,000. It was listed as sold by
Strong Motors dealership. Is that an Atwater connection? Wonder if Dale Tagtow of Atwater Ford
(formerly Strong Motors) can validate that sale! Two
of my favorite non-car items: a pool table perched
on top of a replica 65 Mustang and a Hot Rod Ultimate gas grill made to appear exactly like a classic V8 motor, with exhaust stacks, temp gauge, plug
wires, and air cleaner. Now that’s a man’s grill!
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February Meeting Minutes

1937 House Car--described in the last Rumble
Sheet--back in 1964 in the basement of a Ford
Dealership in Grand Rapids. He also related
that Vern Halvorson is temporarily sidelined
with a back problem, but that he has a barbershop quartet program scheduled at Bethel
College on March 24th. Tickets available. The
president adjourned the meeting at 8:02 PM.
Respectively submitted, Gordy Ditmanson

The TCRG met for supper at Culver’s
in Roseville on Wed, Feb, 3.
President Gillies called the meeting to
order at 7:30. The first item of business, and a
pressing one, is where to hold future meetings.
Several sites are in the works but more suggestions are needed. Bruce Nelson reviewed his
appeal for more volunteers for the World of
Wheels, Feb 26, 2010. Let him know if you can
help out.

Vice President Bill Blood will be representing us at the Minnesota Car Club Association. Roger Wothe gave the Treasurer’s report,
still in the black. Joel Bergstrom reported no
new members this month.
For new business, members came
equipped with many ideas for activities this year.
In addition to the Junkyard Tour, the Ford Picnic,
and New Brighton Show suggestions included
the Texas Tour in April, Willmar Car Show in
May, a car auction in Webster, So. Dakota, the
Back To The 50’s, a picnic at Minnehaha Falls,
Downtown Anoka Saturdays, and a Fall Color
Tour. Bill Blood indicated he could get us in to
Morrie’s Car Collection. Dates for the Western
Meet in Utah October 18-20th and the Eastern
Meet in Concord, NC, June 23-26th.
Concluding the meeting was Duane
Shuck who told of his first encounter with the
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Francis Kalvoda submitted the Willmar Car Club’s Flyer for their upcoming car
show and swap meet. TCRG is planning an
overnight trip to Willmar to visit Francis, and
attend the car show on Sunday, May 16th. The
weekend includes a planned car tour on Saturday night. More to come in upcoming Rumble
Sheets, but be sure to get this on your calendar
now as it will be a great start to the V-8 season.

Upcoming 2010 Activities
Month
Date
February
26 to 28
March
3
April
7
April
24?
May
5
May
15, 16
June
2
June
6
June
18, 19, 20
June
23 to 27
July
17?
August
4
August
15
September
1
September
?
October
7
October
?
October
6 to 9
October
18 to 20
November
4
December
2

Event
World of Wheels
Membership Meeting
Membership Meeting
Junk Yard Tour
Membership Meeting
Willmar Car Tour
Membership Meeting
All Ford Picnic
Back to the 50s
Eastern National Meet
Hastings, MN
Membership Meeting
New Brighton Show
Membership Meeting
Car Tour, New Ulm
Membership Meeting
Fall Colors Tour
Hershey!
Western National Meet
Membership Meeting
Membership Meeting

Barbershop Harmony Show

It’s that time of year again for the Minneapolis Commodores, Members of the Barbershop Harmony Society to presenting their
63rd Annual Show. This year the theme is
“Steppin’ Out” and it will be held on Saturday,
March 20th. Location will be Benson Great
Hall on the Campus of Bethel University in
Saint Paul. There will be two shows – 3 pm
and 7:30 pm. Contact Vern for tickets (763544-7578). Ticket prices are listed as $15, $20,
$22, and $25.
(Vern mentions that he will be enjoying

Comments
Bruce Nelson host, TCRG event
Broadway Pizza, Mpls
TBD- Need Ideas
French Lake Auto Parts, John Titus host
TBD, Mark Crichton to coordinate
Tour and car show in Willmar, MN
Porky’s Drive In, St Paul
JT, Jerry and Mark, hosts, TCRG event
Pot Luck supper, Saturday evening
Charlotte / Concord, NC
Tour and Evening cruise-in
Catered Membership Picnic, Wabum Park
Bruce Nelson, host, TCRG event
Minnetonka Drive In, Mark Crichton host
History Tour, Roger Wothe, host
Member’s “Show N Tell” night
TBD
Annual Hershey event
St George, Utah
TBD- Need Ideas
Annual Christmas Party, TBD
the show like everyone else, since he is not participating this year.) From what we have heard
about past performances, it is a enjoyable time.

Duane offers Thanks
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Thank you for all of the cards, calls and
well wishes after I broke my leg in November.
The boot-cast came off after about 8 weeks,
and I am now able to hobble around quite well.
The leg is improving every day, and I should be
as good as new by the time we get the cars out
of storage. Again, thank you for your concern
and prayers.
Duane Shuck

‘53 Merc Finds New Home

plans). The entire job has to be done by the All
Ford Picnic so it will be close. Pray for good
weather.
John
Editor’s Note: For those of you who may not be aware,
John and Beth Titus experienced a devastating house
fire in their home June 8th in Lonsdale, MN while on
vacation. As you can see, the challenge in rebuilding continues. Let’s keep John, Beth and family in our thoughts
and prayers as they rebuild their home.

Tom Halfpenny’s 1953 Mercury
Monterey 2 door hard top found a new owner
January 26th in Joe Kozmic of Lombard, Illinois. Joe, along with the President of the Northern Illinois Regional Group Dan Pudelek and
Ken Bounds, Membership Director and Newsletter Editor, traveled to Minnesota to give Joe
support that he was making the right decision
in buying Tom’s car.
Joe plans to put many miles on the ‘53
Merc going to regional and national meets. He
believes the ‘53 will be a little kinder to his body
than his ‘37 Ford.

For Sale

• 1946 Ford Bus Coupe, 2 front fenders with
extensions and hood. Fenders rusty by lower
cowl. Make offer. Joel Bergstrom 651-6310091. email bergieja@usfamily.net
• ‘41 thru ‘48 Ford Bus. Coupe or Fordor, new
“EMS” sheet metal, psgr side, cowl panel, front,
center & rear box, qtr panel. $728 invested. All
or part, make offer. Joel Bergstrom 651-6310091. email bergieja@usfamily.net
• 1936 Ford 4 Door Convertible Also some 3536 & 50 Parts. brake linings for a 50, steering
column, bumper brackets, etc. John Cramble
763-572-9280

Titus Home Fire Update

I was asked for a short update on the
house project. Mostly it’s been a waiting game;
wait to get money (still too little), wait for weather, and now wait for free time to start removing
the plaster. Late February will begin removing
all plaster to ready the structure for the mold/
smoke people to come in and do their work. If
you wish to vent some frustration by smashing
walls I know just the place to be, give me a call
and bring a large sledgehammer. Once the destruction phase is complete it’s on to rebuilding
(unfortunately no Ford room is included in the
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• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, Tan, all steel,
correct Calif. body-off resto, tan top, brown
L/B leather, woodgrain, dog, wwsw, rings,
super killer car.
• 1949 Mercury Convertible, all steel, 10 year
body off resto, 12v, R&H, power windows, lite
yellow, red interior, tan top, killer nice car with
test miles only.
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off,
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan,
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red,
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon,
one of the best in the world
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car,
never rusty, dressed flathead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel,
body-off, Columbia, still under construction,
See all of BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

Classified ads are free to TCRG members,
and will run for three consecutive months
The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
of GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with power divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, with
add on brake. Engine free. $1500.
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good.
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300
OBO.
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and
tires with hoist, no box. $1800.

BJ’s Corner

• 1932 Ford Brookville 3/W Coupe Bodys
(2@), brand new, stock cowl vent-dash-floor
upgrades, at discount pricing, right now with
4 year wait. Also available, 1932 original
complete correct restored driving chassis with
(0) time on it.
• 1932 Ford Roadster, real Henry body, repro
steel fenders, black, brown L/B leather, tan top,
dressed 59A engine, 12v, wwsw, rings. Super
fresh, not striped yet.

Wanted
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• #29, 2008 All Ford Picnic button, worked so
hard I forgot to pick one up, Mark Crichton,
612-801-3620
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifications
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker
to do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918

Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

