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• Club Activities
• World of Wheels Recap
• WOW Security- A Day in the Life
• Feature: Pursuit of All Things Henry

T W I N C I T I E S R E G I O N A L G R O U P I N F O R M AT I O N

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the ﬁrst Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN
55347, or e-mail
mc56bird@comcast.net.
Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is
preferred.
Advertising
Classiﬁed ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

The Rumble Sheet is the ofﬁcial publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-proﬁt
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of ﬂathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.
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Joel Bergstrom

651-631-0091

Past President
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TCRG Activities

TCRG Glovebox

Wednesday, March 4, 2009 7:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting
will be held at Environments, Inc., 13600
County Road 62, Minnetonka. From I-494,
exit at Hwy 62 Crosstown and go west less than
a half mile. First driveway on the right after
Baker Road. See Activities Update in Dobie’s
Corner. Cliff Helling will be bringing some old
Ford Archive ﬁlms to enjoy.
Thursday, March 19, 2009, 9:00 AM
GENTLEMAN’S BREAKFAST, Baker’s
Square, 98th Street and Lyndale Ave. South,
Bloomington, MN. Thanks to Duane Shuck for
hosting.
Wednesday, April 1, 2009 6:30 PM?
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. No Foolin’.
Dinner meeting at Culver’s on Silver Lake Road
in Roseville. More to come in next month’s
newsletter.
Saturday, April 25, 2009 8:00 AM
ANNUAL JUNK YARD TOUR Begin the
season right! JT leads the club to French Lake
from Perkins Restaurant, Hwy 55 & I-494 in
Plymouth. Meet for breakfast at 7 AM. More
to come in April’s newsletter.

• Cover Photo: TCRG was proud to have
Roger Wothe’s ‘42 Lincoln anchor the club
display. The WOW judges thought it was pretty
cool too! See article and more pics on page 6
and 7
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Bill Gillies, Bruce Nelson,
Tom Halfpenny, Werner Langenbach and a big
thanks to Paul Oman for the feature story on
his ‘35 Ford bus.
• 2009 Dues: If your address label is highlighted
in blue, your $15 dues for 2009 has not been
received. Don’t be left out of the roster! A form
is enclosed for your convenience.

A Real Car Poem
Back When Cars Were Real

Happy Birthday!
March 1
March 4
March 5
March 9
March 16
March 22
March 25
March 27
March 27
March 28
March 29

Judy Parmalee
Jeff Casura
Leo Anderson
Earl Kelly
Arlene Sawvel
Beth Titus
Joanne Oman
Betty Hanson
Don Pautz
Norman Anderson
Duane Shuck
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By Loren Christie
Back when I was just a lad, oh what
fun I had, with my radio up and my convertible
top down, ﬂashing my chrome bumpers all over
town, back when cars were real.
Yes I had it made, a radio with tubes
that didn’t fade, pulling music from all over our
nation, getting every station. I could dim my
lights, that was no chore, because the dimmer
switch was on the ﬂoor, Back when cars were
real.
There was a bench seat, no seat belts to
keep my honey and me apart, so she sat close
to me as we enjoyed a drive in the park. There
were no air bags to slap us in the face, we just
drove in peace and grace. Now air bags are a
disgrace don’t you know, so you better trust
those things don’t blow. There were no electric
windows, just a crank, back when cars were
real.
Well I am still here and glad for all the
fun I had, back when cars were real.
Submitted by Werner & Jan Langenbach

Dobie’s Corner

The World of Wheels is behind us and
it enriched our treasury by $1200.00. Some of
us spent a great deal of time at the River Center
covering all the time slots that went unfulﬁlled.
I had contacted the Mini birds, Kennedy High
school, and my Ace Trash truck driver trying
to get enough bodies to work. We did see some
past members, Tom & Paul Campbell ﬁlled in,
Tom Woodruff (Woody) and two of his friends
also helped. Bill Johnson, the Kennedy High
School, shop teacher ﬁlled a slot. Bruce Nelson
recruited his neighbor and a friend too. We
made it work with a few of us working double
shifts. Mark was running around trying to cover
all doors and making sure all were in place.
Please give a huge thank you to those that did
work and put in all the extra hours.
We have been asked if we want to do it
again next year but I have my doubts. With the
struggle it takes to get club members to cover all
the hours, I don’t think it’s worth the effort to
continue. We have snowbirds and many other
commitments. If we do continue, we may
need to change how we run the operation and
have one lead person and chair people for each
section make arrangements and signup sheets
for every job the club is responsible to cover.
All those participating have done great jobs but
each part of the show is a huge job. The show
cars, the V8 booth, the overnights, and the
thousands of doors are all jobs in themselves.
And with WOW still in mind; Mary and I went
to the Home and Patio show at the River Center
and were able to park past the train station on
Kellogg and catch a shuttle. All this for $2.00!
That’s what WOW needs to think about.
The activities are coming along nicely
with a few dates yet to be ﬁlled in. Please feel
free to add to the enclosed chart with something

you‘d think the club members or you would
think the members would enjoy. With four huge
car shows (Anoka, Hastings, and Downtown St.
Paul & North St. Paul) we have many options
for a monthly activity and club get togethers.
Spring is fast approaching, March
20, in case you’ve forgotten. It’s time to start
thinking about charging up the batteries, check
the ﬂuids and air up the tires to get ready for the
driving season.
I attended the funeral for Carl
Zechbauer a long time rod builder. He passed
away on Feb. 15 at the young age of 72. For those
who don’t recognize the name, Carl was one of
the ﬁrst to chop tops. One of his ﬁrsts was a
late 40’s Chrysler four door. He was a one man
dynamo for building cars; he would take coupes
and turn them in to convertibles with working
tops. I saw him cut the top off a 46/48 Ford
coupe and weld on a convertible upper half. He
would cut right down the body molding and
match the two parts together so that the trim
holes matched. He was an excellent gas welder
and when ﬁnished one could not ﬁnd the seam.
At the funeral were stacks and stacks of pictures
of cars he built. Carl was an amazing man with
a talent and knowledge that will be missed.
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(2008)

Tentative 2009 Activities
Month
January
February

Date
11
4
6, 7, 8

Event
Comments
Annual Banquet
Hosted by the Shuck’s and Blood’s
Membership Meeting
2009 Activity Planning Meeting
Twin Cities World of Bruce Nelson, Security, Tom Halfpenny,
Wheels
TCRG Display
March
4
Membership Meeting
Ford Archive Films, Cliff Helling, host
April
1
Membership Meeting
Dinner meeting being planned
25
Junk Yard Tour
French Lake Auto Parts, John Titus host
May
6
Membership Meeting
Need Ideas and Coordination
June
3
Membership Meeting
Need Ideas and Coordination
7
All Ford Picnic
JT, Jerry and Mark, hosts, need workers!
19, 20, 21
Back to the 50s
Pot Luck supper, Saturday evening
July
Nothing Planned (Yet)
Open month, any ideas? See below
August
5
Membership Meeting
Catered Annual Membership Picnic
9
New Brighton Show
Bruce Nelson, host, need fence/show help
26 to 31 Central National Meet
Auburn, IN
September
2
Membership Meeting
Need Ideas and Coordination
12
Wayzata Car Show
James J Hill Days, Roger Wothe, host
October
7
Membership Meeting
Member’s “Show N Tell” night
November
4
Membership Meeting
Literature Show & Automobilia, Ron Long
December
2
Membership Meeting
Annual Christmas Party

Two tours currently being ﬁnalized:
1) Paul and Joanne Oman will host a fall tour with stop at the Stone Barn Pizza Place/date TBD.
2) John & Beth Titus will host a near -Southwest day tour featuring historical sites possibly including Fort Ridgeley, Nicollet Historical Center, and the Harkin Store in New Ulm, ending at Jerry &
Maidie Felton’s with a potluck barbeque
Other events being considered:
1) Sunday Brunch - Meet at your favorite place for brunch and cruise. Maybe Red Wing?
2) Hastings Saturday Night Cruise - 2nd & 4th Saturday of the month.
3) Anoka Saturday Night Cruise - Start May 16, 8 more on the 1st and 3rd Saturday, May - Sept.
4) Car Shows on Kellogg - May 23, June 6, July 18, August 15 and 29, September 12
5) Possible Thursday Night Meeting Cruise and Pizza - The Pizza Shop/West St. Paul - Every
Thursday Night 5 PM til Dark. Every 1st Thursday of the month features a live band.
Other Ideas: Tour Ford Plant, Paddlewheeler on Old Miss, Harmony & Preston Root River Tour,
Brainerd/BIR, Green Lake/Willmar tour, Twins or Saints Game
5

WORLD OF W

According to Jack DeJoy, show coowner, the 2009 World of Wheels show drew
more visitors and show cars than ever before.
They ran out of trophies as there were 22%
more show cars registered in 2009 than in 2008
which in itself was a big show year. I’m sure the
good weather had a lot to do with it.
A special thanks to those showing cars,
car sitting, and just visiting the TCRG Car
Show display. I personally want to thank Gary
Rosenberger for helping on the display set up
and organizing the display cars. Helping him
were Bill Gillies, Roger Wothe, and Bruce Nelson. Doing “Car Sitting” were Glenn Kelly,
Roger Wothe, Joel Bergstrom, Mark Crichton,
Ron Christensen, Tom Halfpenny, & Bill Blood.
There were others who Car Sat on the spur of
the moment that I did see like Duane & Jean
Shuck. Probably some others whom I missed.
Those who showed their vehicles were; Roger
Wothe with a 1942 Lincoln Cabriolet, Joel
Bergstrom with a 1953 Ford F100 pick-up, and
Bill Gillies with a 1948 Mercury 2 door- sedan.
By the way, Roger did earn a trophy!
We already have a sign up to show a
car in 2010; Werner & Jan Langenbach want to
show their 1936 Ford Deluxe Tudor Touring.
I was showing my 1972 Buick Skylark
Sport Coupe in the Gopher State Buick Display
which was practically next door to the TCRG
display. It also won a trophy; not as big as Roger’s, however.
Tom Halfpenny

Jean and Duane Shuck providing directions and
working the ticket table

This super rare ‘51 Muntz Jet with a Cadillac
engine drew crowds the entire show

Ron Goette and Bill Blood taking tickets and
wrist-stamping guests for re-entry
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WHEELS 2009

I have been asked by the editor to keep the
story of what happened during the 2009 World of
Wheels to a smaller synopsis than what was written
after the 2008 event. If you would like the longer,
more concise version, please see last year’s exposé.
Thursday – February 5
6 am: I wash my car. You can’t take a dirty car into
the Saint Paul RiverCentre. I load up 24 stanchions,
four chairs, a table, the tall banner, rope, ﬂyers.
10 am: Bill Gillies calls and says there is no line to
get in, and let’s go.
10:30 am: Meet Bill on 694 and head to downtown.
11 am: Inside RiverCentre. Gary Rosenberger and
Roger Wothe are there. Group decides cars need
to be re-arranged. Find out that there will be only 3
vehicles. Try and ﬁgure out how to build the banner
stand. Waiting for Joel Bergstrom to arrive.
Bill Gillies and Joel Bergstrom relax after
11:30 am: I check in at the WOW ofﬁce. They give
breaking down the club’s W.O.W. display
me check. Gee, does that mean that we are done
and can go?
Noon: Joel arrives. Finish lining up stanchions and
rope. Tape them to the ﬂoor.
1 pm: Take Joel and Bill home.
Friday – February 6
10:55 am: Arrive at RiverCentre to check out security areas and see if there are any changes from
2008. Review with Thunderbird Club and see that
only one change. No elevator watching.
2 pm: I leave RiverCentre. Get ready to go to hockey game.
All 3 of Henry’s brands were represented
9:55 pm: Call John Titus at the RiverCentre and
check to see if he is there and things are OK. Glad
that they are since hockey game was a waste.
Saturday – February 7
6:58 am: Arrive at Xcel Ramp and beat the feel. Find
John and Ellen Titus and thank them for spending
the night. There were no problems.
7:25 am: John and Ellen leave to have breakfast at
Mickey’s Diner. I spend time at the main entrance
table and plan security placements for the rest of
the day.
7:30 am: Mark Crichton arrives to take pictures. He
wants to see cars.
Roger Wothe receives his award from W.O.W.
7:55 am: Chris Byrne arrives – in work uniform with
promoter Jack DeJoy
Continued on page 9
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Henry Ford in the 1920’s bought up
550,000 acres of hardwood in the UP of Michigan. Included were numerous saw mill villages,
some of which he acquired, others he built.
The Village of Pequaming, included a summer
home which he would tongue in cheek call his
Bungalow. This nine bedroom, six bath, over
looking Lake Superior is virtually unchanged
from when he used it in the twenties and thirties.
The last two summers we
have made trips to this
area, renting Henry’s Bungalow. If you google Henry
Ford Bungalow, there is
a story written by a local
newspaper of our trips.
On the third trip
late last summer, I met Ray,
who piqued my interest,
when he told me he had
one of Henry Ford’s school buses, a 1936 twenty passenger. In several of the saw mill villages.
Henry built and operated the schools for his
employees children. These elementary and high
schools were accredited by the State of Michigan
school system and generally acknowledged to be
among the best equipped and staffed in the state.
Of coarse I wanted to see the bus
and arrangements were made that when
we returned in October he would take me
to see it. As we rode many miles deep into
the Michigan woods, he explained that his
late father in law for the last 45 years used
the bus to store maple syrup equipment.
We ﬁnally reached the bus, there it
sat, in all its faded glory. The tires rotted, sunk
to the hubs, in the damp leafy forest ﬂoor.
Then the internal struggles begin: The rational
part of me said “take some pictures, tell the story,

O F
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leave it here.” The irrational part is responding
to the bus as it speaks to me: “I think it was the
bus, maybe it was Henry speaking.” (don’t snicker, you guys know what I am talking about) It is
deﬁnitely begging to go home with me. When I
asked Ray what are your intentions for the bus,
he replies, “Do you want it? You can have it.”
The ﬁrst week end in November, I
hooked a cycle trailer to the roll back and packed
it with tools, a torch
set, air compressor, generator, four
wheels and tires
and planks. Joanne
packed
enough
food for the weekend in the woods,
that we expected to
spend getting this
bus out. But the bus
cooperated nicely and two hours later, we were
loaded and bidding Ray and Karen goodbye .
Henry would allow no alcohol on his
property, so a little bar was built just out side the
saw mills town limits of Pequaming. We later
mailed back a poster to the Bella Vista with a
bus picture and asking for personal experiences
with the 1936. One lady recalled that the driver,
Yelmer, chewed tobacco, you didn’t just jump in
when the bus stopped and the door opened, you
waited until it was clear. Another man recalled
the ﬁrst day the new 36 picked him up as a ﬁrst
grader. He still remembers the beautiful red,
white and blue and the new bus smells. Yelmer
we were told would carry a loaded shotgun and
on occasion would stop and drop a deer and load
it on the front fender and take home to dress out.
This bus also would pick up and return Ford
employees along with students during the day.

E N

R Y

PAUL O MAN
Seventy two years later (bus and I are the same age)
Henry is still supplying me with surprises and excitement. Stop by some time and lets
check out this piece of Ford Americana together.
B Y

Paul Oman found the bus as pictured on the left.
Paul, with friends Ray and Karen, admire it after
loading above, and ﬁnally back home below.

Bruce’s “Day in the Life” continued from page 7
squad car. He wants to see cars. People start arriving asking when show opens. They are mad that
they are there this early.
8:30 am: Denny Carney arrives and he wants to see
cars.
9:35 am: The rest of the morning shift starts arriving. (Blood, Gilbert, Weyrauch and grandson,
Bergstrom, Goette’s, Langenbach and friends,
Barnes, and Long’s)
10:50 am: Doors open, and the long line of patrons
are let in.
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1:45 pm: I assign afternoon shift workers to their
places.
(Wothe, Long’s, Gillies’ Ditmanson’s,
Shuck’s, Campbell’s, and Woodruff and friends)
2 pm: First mention of possible missing room key
is made.
2:55 pm: I leave to attend hockey game.
5:45 pm: Mark Crichton assigns evening workers.
(Byrne, Crichton, Bradford’s, Shuck’s, Gillies, Ditmanson’s, and Christensen and friend).
9:45 pm: I return from wasted hockey game. I thank
as many as I can for working. Thank Mark for ﬁlling
in. Wonder if he will ever talk to me again?
See page 10 for article conclusion
10 pm: My former next door neighbor shows up to
help with overnight coverage.
11:45 pm: Loud knock on the front door. It’s Pat
Minor, and he hears that I need help and came
down to work. He wants to see cars.
Sunday – February 8
3 am: Northern Lights Car Club workers arrive to
assist with over night
coverage.
3:30 am: Pat Minor says he is going home. I thank
him for ‘stopping by’.
4 am: My former neighbor heads home. He wants
to sleep so he can return later in the day. It’s just me
and the other Club’s members.
8 am: I call Mary to come and get me.
8:30 am: I head home to sleep.
9:30 am: Phone rings to wake me. Show management reminds me about a missing key. I call John
Titus and he conﬁrms that he has missing key. We
determine it can be mailed back and no lost key
charge will be assessed. I try and get back to sleep.
10:15 am: Phone rings again. I get up and turn on
the TV to get some sleep. It works.
1:30 pm: Get up.
3 pm: Pick up Bill G and head downtown.
3:20 pm: Avoid Wild Hockey Game crowd and park
in secret underground place.
4 pm: Talk to show management and say sorry
about ‘key’ incident, and thank them for the opportunity for our Club to work and mention that if the
opportunity avails itself in 2010 that we would be
Story concludes on page 10

Bruce’s “Day in the Life continued from page 9
interested. (we are, aren’t we ??)
5:45 pm: Start to take down Club display.
7 pm: Wait for OK to leave. Roger Wothe returns
with his award – Outstanding in
his class. He is beat by the Muntz Jet. (at least it
wasn’t by some common vehicle). Congratulations
Roger.
7:15 pm:Transfer stanchions, rope, banner, chairs
and table from Joel’s pickup to my truck. Bill G follows me through downtown and we head north to
our homes.
8 pm: Arrive home after having to wait for a train
(a what ?) Have something to eat and fall asleep on
the couch.
10:45 pm: Wake up and start writing this.
11:15 pm: Fall asleep on couch.
Monday – February 9
8:45 am Wake up on couch. Mary has left for work,
and I didn’t know she had left. I review my writing
and add the Monday information.

great, 9000 mile engine rebuild, entire drive
train factory-original, cable brakes stop well,
excellent condition throughout, $19,950, ready
for a change, Mark Crichton, 612-801-3620,
mc56bird@comcast.net (1/09)

(2008)

On behalf of Mark Crichton and myself,
we want to thank all current members and former
members for giving up their precious time to help
the Club represent itself at this very prestigious and
wonderful national show. We should feel proud that
we have been one of the consistent performers that
the show management can count on. So, lift your
glass and salute to you all. I have all year to catch up
on my sleep. Thanks again !!
Bruce Nelson

For Sale

Classiﬁed ads are free to TCRG members,
and will run for three consecutive months
• 1936 Ford Pickup rear fenders, three left and
one right (rough), $300 for all four, Roger Eide,
763-277-5225 (2/09)
• Five 16inch wheels for 46 Ford. $60.00.
California car cover for 46 Ford 2 Tudor $60.00
Dan Welch 763-434-7804
• 1937 Ford Standard Pickup, 85 ﬂathead runs
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The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
of GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• Ford 8N tractor low hours in great condition
with back blade, $2400. Gary Nielsen, GEM
Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with power divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete,
with add on brake. Engine free. $1500. Gary
Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good.
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300
OBO. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and
tires with hoist, no box. $1800. Gary Nielsen,
GEM Classic Auto
• WANTED: 1955-56 T Bird in fully usable
condition, good driver is ﬁne, prefer two tops.

BJ’s Corner

• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, green,
restored, skirts, WWSW, super!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon,
one of the best in the world
•1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, black, dressed
ﬂathead, Columbia rear, wow!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Opera coupe, steel, grill
guard, wing tips, R&H, WWSW, fogs
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car,
never rusty, dressed ﬂathead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel,
body-off, Columbia, still under construction,
• 1948 Ford Super Deluxe Coupe, killer black,
dressed ﬂathead, body-off neat!
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black,
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off restoration,
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all of BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

(2008)

Wanted
(2008)

• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off,
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan,
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red,
duals, WWSW, great driver!
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• 1932 Ford fordor in good condition. Will
trade for other 1932 Ford parts. V8 ﬂatheads,
transmissions, ﬂathead parts, fenders, grille
shells, rear end, chassis parts, 18” wheels and
more 1932 Ford parts for sale. 651-341-0361
brucethedeuce@usfamily.net
• Ford hand tools to make up a tool kit. Monkey
wrench, Box wrench, screwdriver, small openend wrenches. Harvey Oberg, 651-739-9754
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modiﬁcations
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker to
do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918 “Here’s
your opportunity to lay old BJ away”.

Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

