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Twin Cities Regional Group Information
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8
Club of America and is sent to all current members and
advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8
Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in the
state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford
Motor Company vehicles and related historical materials
from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all
Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns so equipped from 1932
through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of almost every
month at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet.
Change of time or site will also be announced in
the Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $20 per calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club
of America (the National Club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting Material
Please send all materials for publication to Bill
Gillies , 1736 Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN
55112 or E-mail wlgillies48@gmail.com. Rumble
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the month. E
-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost
of $30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at
www.tcrgv8club.org
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Headquarters Machine & Restoration
Benefit from Our Experience
Early V-8 Pros – We learned by doing
Give us a call when you require know how
a computer cannot provide

For Sale / Wanted

We excel in repairing, maintaining, & rebuilding all engines

612-568-0068
www.hq-ma.com

Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will
run for three consecutive months. (removal month is
in parenthesis)
FOR SALE 1995 V6 T Bird Coupe’ Pearl White
4 Plus condition 2nd owner 63k 30MPG $5000.00
Cliff 952-797-2224
WANTED: 1948-1953 Ford 1/2 ton project pickup
with title; also 15 or 16" pickup wheels, flathead
V8s, parts. Francis Kalvoda, 320-235-5777 or
email my Swedish friend Douglas Sjoqvist,
eastown.auto.parts@minmail.com.

For Sale 1941 Ford Sedan Coupe’, needs floors
& complete restoration, with ‘41 2dr Sedan parts
car, $2500.00
1941 Overhauled motor & Trans, Radiator, Approx 9,000 miles since, $1,100.00
1954 Lincoln Capri 2dr, HDTP Restro started. I
have had it running and driving. $2000.00
Wanted Good running ‘46-’48 Flathead and
differential for same. Trades?
“Bondo” Bob McMullen 763-682-3772

WANTED: 1935 Ford wire wheels with 32 or 40
spokes. Bob Berven, Milan, MN 320-269-8949.
WANTED Keep those cards and letters coming .
Any thing you want to say or write about, Book
reports, old girl friends, what ever. Give it a try it’ll
make you feel better.
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Our only road trip that summer was when we heard
Don Garlits was going to run at a Regional Meet in
Great Bend, Kansas so a carload of us members
drove over there to see this guy in action. He and
Mrs. Garlits showed up with the Swamp Rat on an
open trailer towed with a ’55 Chev. He quietly went
to work beating the competition and offered his
trophy to anyone who would give him gas money.
Tragically his work was overshadowed by the crash
of Chrysler powered roadster that ran off the end of
the track, hit a berm and flipped end over end killing the driver.
Sadly, this summer just about ended my involvement with the Gear Grinders because I landed a
summer job in a lab at the University of Colorado
and only made it back to Kansas City for short visits before graduation and taking a job in California.
Jerry Felton

Hoot, Toot and Chicken Neck
A while back my brother-in-law was regaling us with
stories from growing up in a small Iowa town in the
Fifties:
"... then one night we piled in the '36 Ford – Fred, Jim,
Toad, Squeak and me and..."
I interrupted. "Wait! Who? Are Toad and Squeak real
names?"
This led to many stories starring the local town folk,
whose names I frantically listed. Here are some of the
characters:

Monthly Meeting Location

TCRG Activities

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church,
1660 West County Road B, Roseville, MN 55113‐
4073, (651) 631‐1510
Directions: From North or South: I‐35W to Hwy 36,
east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first
stop light (County Road B) look for church on left.
OR I‐35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit Snelling
South, turn right at first stop light (County Road B)
look for church on left. Plenty of parking.
Program:

June 5, 2016 The 37th Annual All Ford Picnic and
No– Trophy CAR SHOW held at a new location.
DUNWOODY College of Technology in Minneapolis. No need to make ice. $5.00 per car admission. Swap spaces / spectators FREE. Concessions available.
June 12—16, 2016, Central National Meet in Tulsa
OK. We went there in 1978. Here is your chance
to do it again. Information available at
www.earlyfordv8.org

A Power Point presentation with pictures of
Little Dearborn and a history of how it started.

June 16-19th Back to the 50’s The usual fun filled
over crowded week-end, full of exhaust fumes.
Don’t forget the usual POT LUCK on Sat afternoon. Bring something to share. Oxygen bottles not
excluded.

There was Animal, Biggy, Elephant Flint,
Bocky, Hybo and Jum –
Hippee, Hog Head, Dirty Neck, Toad,
Rass Bass, Spider, and Lum

May 4th Minutes continued
by John T.
The Western National V-8 Meet in Bakersfield,
CA. is proving to be very popular as 95 people registered for it during the first two weeks.
Duluth Tall Ships was proposed as an activity. Five
members showed interest.
Red Wing Tour - Denny C. is working on this.
More info to come!
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM for coffee
and cookies, followed by tapes of an old Central
National Meet that we hosted - (1987?) showing
several dear, departed members as well as younger
versions of ourselves.
Respectfully, Bill B., Secretary

Sunday, July 17 2016 Highland Fest All Ford Car
Show - 9 am to 5 pm Free to any Ford Motor Company product - 1903 to 2016. Blocked off street
parking on Highland Parkway. Part of Highland
Fest - Art & Music in the Village .Food, crafts, art
booths. Volunteers will be needed. Contact Tom
Murray (651-755-9055) or Bruce Nelson (651-4828940) for more information.

Wig Boxx, Grubby, Dynamite, Houch,
and other names just as unique –
BoBo, Jeep, Carbide and Burr,
Zula, BusEye and Squeak
Never Sweat, Rabbit, Skinny and Pooch,
Bubbles, and Jit Jot Rock –
Hoot and Toot, Ducky Drake,
Sleep and Porky Boxx

August 8—11, 2016, Eastern National Meet in Gettysburg PA. If you missed it in 2014, they are doing it again. Cheaper hotel rates and registration
fee. www.ncr36.com or www.earlyfordv8.org

Weasel High-Pockets Fitzgerald,
Tank, YoYo and Peck –
Bug Eye, and Bull, Fat Atwood, Monk,
Leech and, of course, ol' Chicken Neck

August 14, 2016, 35th Annual New Brighton Car
Show & Swap Meet, Sane time, same place, We
will need your help once again.

True story, real characters. Makes one wonder how
these folks got their names, or maybe we don't want to
know. Please note that I did include an old Ford in this
tale.

September 15—21, 2016, Great Southwestern National Driving Tour, Colorado and Eastern Utah.
Sponsored by the Hi-Country Regional Group # 28.
Contact Lou Mraz at Lfmj60@aol.com for more
information.

Ron Long
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From the President’s Workbench
Other than the fireworks at Powderhorn Park, my
earliest memories of a picnic date from 1953. A particular vignette from a gathering for family and
friends of Fairview Hospital employees sticks in my
mind. As a preschooler, I gaped in horror as a handful of wholesome young lads in penny loafers with
pompadours swept back into ducktails had a firm
grasp of the wrists and ankles of a comely young
coquette in a kerchief and pedal pushers with her
blouse neatly knotted at her midriff. As she protested
swinging higher and higher it appeared they were
fixing to heave her into the Mississippi, a situation
diffused only on the arrival of a starchily clad matron, presumably the Director of Nursing.
By sheer coincidence, 1953 also marked the 50th
Anniversary of the Ford Motor Company. In honor
of that achievement a hardcover publication celebrating that landmark was released which included a fullcolor diagram of the assembly line process which I
would utilize some forty years later to cobble together my humble restoration attempt of a 1947 Ford
coupe. That year also saw the final iteration of our
beloved flatheads, so central to our Club’s identity. A
fine example of this power plant can be appreciated
in Gary W.’s ’53 Ranch Wagon.
An even more remarkable coincidence can be
found deep in the historical archives of the Dunwoody College of Technology. In 1953 the Ford
TCRG Glovebox Cover Photo
Foundation singled out this rising star in the world of
automotive technology, founded nearly forty years
before at the behest of William Hood Dunwoody and
Only the diehards gathered to take on French Lake., it
his widow Kate L. Dunwoody, to help create teachwas a beautiful day, The yard has changed so much it’s
ing technological centers around the world including
hard to remember slogging through the mud in days of
Indonesia, Korea, Burma, Jamaica, Saudi Arabia,
old. It is organized by brand and year. It was good to see
Khartoum, Libya, and maybe most importantly, Inand talk to Floyd and Skip..
dia. The famed Prime Minister Nehru himself adThanks to Gary R. for the pictures.
dressed the inauguration of the Dunwoody sponsored
center. I’m sure that efforts such as these promoted
From the Pres Continued
the advance of companies such as Tata Motors, future heir to several Ford subsidies.
Now the astute reader may see this piece as a SvenIn one final twist of fate, shortly after the closure
gali-like attempt to influence through the use of sublimof the Ford plant forced picnickers to find other veninal messaging attendance at the All Ford Picnic at
ues, a mudslide on the bluffs underneath Fairview
Dunwoody on June 5th, and they would be right. Come
Hospital obliterated the picnic site referenced above,
and show your cars!
and were it not for the graciousness of the Dunwoody
4
staff we might all be languishing still.

We then decided we were ready to tow down to the
’57 Nationals in Oklahoma City. Since nobody had a
trailer we put some old bald tires on the rear, barrowed a tow bar from someone, and hooked it up to
my 37 pickup – I think I was the only member with a
truck. We hit the road with a sense of adventure and
several cars filled with club members. There was
another rude awakening when we pulled into the pits
at Okla. City. We all had our club shirts so we looked
very professional as unhooked and installed the drag
slicks on the car. We were not concerned when our
members who were out touring the pits came back to
report that we might be just a little out of our league
with the competition here. We reminded everyone
that we were not here for trophies – we were here for
fun and adventure – and we can buy beer at age 18 in
Okla. One of the cars in our class was an Olds powered Bantam coupe that stood about 36 inches high
and was very high tech. Their crew said they typically ran about 120. Our fastest was about 110 – you
can buy beer at age 18 in Okla.
The first day of competition got off to a tragic start
when a beautiful ’34 B-gas coupe blew a clutch and
burning gas filled the interior while we stood at the
starting line watching flames boiling around through
the back window as the car veered off the track coming to a stop near the finish line. The right side door
came open and a ball of fire rolled out onto the track
as people sprayed it with extinguishers and wrapped
it in blankets to put the fire out as the ambulance
pulled up to load him in. There was no need to hurry
to the hospital. We worked our way through the classes and clocked in at our usual 102 mph while the
Bantam coupe won the class and went on to compete
for Top Eliminator. We packed up for the next day’s
trip home and went back to the hotel to toast the departed driver and plan our bell housing scatter shield.
I’ve included a picture of our road rig taken at our
arrival back at my parents’ house in rural Kansas
City.
The next summer after the school year in Colorado
we still spent many Saturday nights – sometimes all
night –at the strip. Pogo was in retirement as his engine had blown while tuning on it. It seems the reliefs we had fly cut in the heads to provide clearance
for the valves were in the wrong place so the valves
had been hitting the heads and they finally broke off
causing a major blow up.

MEMORIES FROM THE DRAGSTRIP IN THE 50’S
I think all of us had some sort of a car club in the
late 50’s. The NHRA was just getting started, lots of
old airstrips were being used as dragstrips and early
30’s fords were plentiful to provide raw material for
lots of hot rods. Our club was the North Kansas City
Gear Grinders. We started up in the 53-54 time frame
with about 15 to 18 members and an adult sponsor
who was the Drivers Training instructor at North
Kansas City High School.
Around this time the Chief of Police in our neighboring community, Kansas City, Missouri was being
swamped with complaints about kids constantly racing on the streets of his city. One of his officers came
up with a plan to get these miscreants off the streets
and give them a place to relieve their need to prove
who has the fastest machine. It was to build a dragstrip on some useless land on the floodplain down by
the river. It was opened in July, 1955. Since the river
is the only thing separating North Kansas City from
Kansas City, we only had to drive across the bridge
to use the drag strip. The NHRA moved their National Championship Drags from Great Bend, Kansas to
the new Kansas City, Mo. Strip in August 1956.
Our club was hard at work building a Model A Altered Coupe with a ’55 Chev engine with a Duntov
Cam and 3 Stromberg carbs. It had a Packard side
shift tranny and the body was channeled down over
the frame so the driver’s seat sat right on top of the
driveshaft. The car was named “Little Pogo” before
I joined the club so I never learned where the name
came from. We had a lot of fun running the car at our
strip, but when the NHRA Nationals came to town in
1956 we had a rude awakening at tech inspection:
our engine sat one inch too far back to run in altered
coupe class so we had to run in Competition Coupe
class. This is a faster class that allowed two additional mods: streamlining the body and fuel instead of
pump gas. The nosepiece for the front was not a big
problem but mixing nitromethane and methanol was
a challenge for our bunch of backyard hayseeds. We
finally worked the fuel out using only 25% nitro with
the alcohol and an elaborate engine start procedure.
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(Continued on next page)

2016 Geezer Breakfast Schedule

Happy Birthday

Geezer breakfast list For 2016
Restaurant
Location
City
Rating
1. Machine Shed
I94 & Radio Drive,
Woodbury
2. Country Kitchen
42nd Ave,
New Hope
3. Bakers Square
98th & Lyndale So
Bloomington
4. Original pancake House
Roseville
5. Currans
42nd & Nicollet
So. Mpls
6. Pippins
2905 N. Snelling,
St. Paul
7. Louisiana Café
Selby & Dale
Roseville
8. Woodbury Café
Valley Creek Road
Woodbury
9. Highland Café & Bakery
Ford Parkway
10.Key’s
Lexington & Larpendar Roseville
11.Open
Subject to ED’s approval.

3.4
3.8
3.2
3.5
4.2
4.0
4.0
3.8
3.9
3.8

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

Jerry Felton a long time ago.
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Arranger
Gary I.
Steve S.
Gary W.
Bruce N.
Bill B.
Kent T.
Joel B.
Ron L.
Gordy D.
Glen K.
Gary R

June 10
June 21
June 24
June 26
June 29
June 30

1934 Fords, and best sellers by-the-way, were
the flexible breather pipe and the 5 gallon can
of cheap oil. The breather pipe was designed to
dissipate the excessive blow-by and help reduce the blue smoke in the passenger compartment. The 5 gallons of oil was necessary to provide a handy and much needed supply of engine lubrication and to provide the blue smoke
for the passenger compartment.
Brakes for the model 40's were the famous
Ford push and pray design, supplemented by
second gear for normal driving or low gear in
cases of extreme emergency, Ford advertised
"The Safety of steel from pedal to wheel", a
sales slogan which showed a great deal of originality but which did little to help stop the cars,
especially in freezing weather. More people
went to heaven in 1933 and 1934 Fords than in
the "sweet chariot" popularized in the gospel
hymn.
The model 40 had doors which opened at the
front. They were generally referred to as suicide doors for good reason, and along with the
brakes, contributed greatly to Saint Peter's full
employment. If you have ever opened the door
of a "33" or "34" at full speed you know of what
I speak. That is, of course, assuming that you
are still around to tell the tale.
Overheating was a common trait of the model
40. In slow traffic, high temperatures, or mountainous areas, they could be relied upon to boil
over. There was one situation which
Continued next page

Gary Weyrauch
Barb Collins(Kelly)
Roger Wothe
Claire and Olivia Minor
Richard Harker
Gisela Sorvig

THE WORST OF THE EARLY FORD V-8
CARS
As with most organizations, we in the Early Ford
V-8 Club are reluctant to criticize the pride and
joy of another club member. It does not promote
friendship and fellowship. However, as this and
the previous issue (1980)of the Rumble Sheet have
been dedicated to specific models of the early
Ford V-8, it is time "to call a spade a spade" or "a
dog a dog".
The most obvious candidate for the worst of the
early Ford V-8 cars is a toss-up between the 1933
and 1934 models. Even the Ford Motor Company
had difficulty deciding which was the worst, so
they refused to decide and merely designated
them both as model 40. They also adopted a dog
as the mascot and hood ornament which tells you
something.
The model 40 cars were so bad that Ford seriously
considered the sales slogan "Fast while they last",
but cooler and wiser heads prevailed and they
settled instead for "Watch the Fords go by". They
neglected to mention that all too often the model
40 could be "watched going by" on the end of a
tow truck.
Standard aftermarket accessories for the 1933 and
5

V-8 Membership Meeting Minutes
May 4, 2016

(The Worst continued)
created an exception to the overheating problem. It was known as winter and at which time
the cars were colder than a gold digger's heart.
The headlights were ingeniously designed to
perfectly fit the frame extensions of any truck
which stopped abruptly in front of a model 40
Ford. This method of extinguishing the lights
saved considerable wear and tear on the headlight switch, which tended to short out easily
anyway, but was tough on lenses, reflectors,
and headlight buckets.
The suspension of the model 40 was a design
about as advanced as a buckboard and rode
about the same. Its short spring base and short
stubby springs mounted over the axles aided
cornering, but allowed for only minor wheel
travel. Ford compared its suspension to the
wings of bird, possibly the bird they had in
mind was an ostrich.
There is no end to the number of worst characteristics of the model 40 Fords, and nowadays
we have some characteristics which even Ford
didn't envision. These are the conceit and ignorance of those who own one or more of these
worst of the early Ford V-8's. These people
think, or at least profess to think, that the model 40 is the most desirable of the early V-8 cars.
Some go so far as to own and collect only model 40's. It is difficult to understand such devotion to the worst of the line, yet on the other
hand, I sure wish I had a little "33" rumble seat
roadster. By The Head Nut

New Member
While at Little Dearborn a couple weeks ago, Terry
introduced me to a fellow buying parts for his ’47
Ford Tudor. From that conversation, the Club now
has new member. Steve and Mary Johnson live in St
Peter MN and their address is 35771 425th Ave, zip
56082. Steve is retired and is working on his ’47
Ford Tudor Super Deluxe. Steve’s phone number is
507-246-5499 and his email address is
sjohns5.dad@gmail.com. Welcome to our Club Steve and Mary and we hope you enjoy.
Regards, Joel
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At: St. Michael's Lutheran Church. To order: at 7:30
PM by Pres. Gordy. Secretary: Minutes were approved.
Treasurer: Roger says we're still good. Membership:
Joel reports still 81 members.
Editor: Bill G. still needs stories - like your first car, a
restoration project or an anecdote with your car!
Events:
Overnight to Chippewa Falls, May 21 and 22nd was
discussed in detail. See last month's write up,
All Ford Picnic: Decisions have been made by the
board regarding layout of show cars, swap meet, food
vendor and biffys. While construction on Hennepin and
Lyndale avenues will provide a challenge we will have
a good event! We need 2 people per 1 hour shift for
traffic control and registration. T-Birds will also provide 2/hour. V-8 and T-Birds will each have their own
lists for workers. Bill B. will promote this event at the
next MSRA meeting.
Back to the 50s: Bruce N. will arrange to have the club
trailer on Machinery Hill at our site on Thursday. The
two tents will be set up on Friday morning before 8 a.m.
(if you can help, please do). Our usual club pot luck
will be Saturday about 5 PM. Bring a dish to share,
your own plate and flatware and a chair to sit in. See
you there!
The June Geezer Breakfast on the 16th will be at Pippins at 2905 N. Snelling. Back to the 50s participants
will then caravan to the registration hotel.
The New Brighton Show and Swap Meet has been confirmed for Sunday, August 14 with fence set up the day
before (Saturday) at 9 AM. Thank you for your help!
The city of new Brighton has called on us to help provide two cars for their parade - interested?
The Central V8 National Meet in Tulsa is in conflict
with Back to the 50's and at this point Bill G. and Mike
E. are the only members intending to go. Let them
know if you would like to join them. North Carolina V8 Driving Tour will be attended by Bruce N. who will
be flying there.
The Eastern National V-8 Meet will be attended by

The Visit to Deuce Heaven.
Bruce Nelson
If you are wondering why I am not making very
much progress on my 1936 pickup, it is because
of days like this. I was invited to tour Deuce
Heaven on Saturday April 30. Now, some of you
may not know about Deuce Heaven, but it is located here in Minnesota. Former TCRG member
Gene Hetland has the collection of 1932 Fords
that he calls Deuce Heaven. In his garages and
home, he has nineteen 1932 Fords. (that is one
of every model) He also has extensive 1932 Ford
memorabilia Not to mention more original
1932 Ford Dealer showroom posters than anyone.
Gene also has a few other interesting 1940 Fords,
a Mustang, a first year Bronco and a Ford tractor. He also has a very loud replica of a Civil
War cannon, that he loves to fire off, symbolically
toward the east. And as he says, in the direction of
Washington. DC.
The days tour was part of a 4 garage tour sponsored by the regional AACA. I spent an hour here
and I didn’t see it all. The most interesting part of
the day was that in Gene's home basement, he has
an very nice 1934 Chicago Worlds Fair throw
rug. The colored rug shows the view of the Fair
from the air. Gene has it right on the floor and
visitors walked right on it as they viewed the
memorabilia items. I about died. Something that
nice was part of the display.
The opportunity to see Gene's collection is a once
in a life time experience. I am glad that it was
mine. I went home after this very impressed.

(May Minutes Continued page 10
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