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Twin Cities Regional Group Information

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8
Club of America and is sent to all current members and
advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8 Club
of America, and is a non-profit corporation in the state of
Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor
Company vehicles and related historical materials from the
era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at 7:30
p.m. on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
of time or site will also be announced in the Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $20 per calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club
of America (the National Club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting Material
Please send all materials for publication to Bill
Gillies , 1736 Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112
or E-mail wlgillies48@gmail.com. Rumble Sheet
material deadline is the 15th of the month. E-mail
body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will
run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost
of $30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org
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Guide Lines for Touring with More Than
Two Cars
Touring can be quite an eye opening experience and
should be with eyes wide open. Besides the fellowship
and similar interests, driving the old cars it can be a
rewarding experience, providing one doesn’t get lost.
Once a meeting place has been established along with
a time, it would be good to arrive there a little early so
as time to talk with fellow V8’ers. Get the talking
done early as if a departure time has been set it would
be nice to leave on time!
Tour planners have usually gone over the tour route
and know how much time is needed to arrive at set
destinations. In most cases tour guides have made up
and distributed to the drivers map routes so if lost you
can rejoin the group.
If it is a day tour try to get in mind the overall route
and final destination. Have your navigator look over
the route with you after the drivers meeting as we
don’t want no women in our meeting asking questions
and interrupting.
Usually there is a lead car and a drag car to try to herd
the group down the road.
Stops along the way have been scheduled such as
bathroom stops, which are usually three blocks from
the starting location. Lunch stops can be any time but
some V8’ers are programmed to stop when the clock
hands are together and straight up. Depending on the
tour, if it is an overnight and you know the night’s
destination then you can go at your own pace and stop
or not stop with the others along the way.
Rather than bunching up at the starting line try leaving
at a couple of minute intervals. Once out on the highway you should be able to see the car in front of you
so you can breathe easy and enjoy the ride.
Traffic and stop lights through towns. There is no
need to panic when you get held up by a light and you
see your friends waving goodbye going off in the distance. Just relax and knowing that your partner has
been following the map or prepared route sheet, once
you are through the light and town you’ll find your
friends will be tooling down the highway ahead of
you. You may have to go a little faster to catch up but
that’s OK.When coming to a corner or turn off, some
people would like you to stop and wait for the car

behind. This can be a very dangerous move.
Are you blocking traffic from the cross street?
Can cars get around your stopped vehicle? As
you wait for the lagger you are now getting
further behind the car in front of you. Pretty
soon everyone is stopped on a corner waiting
for the last car and nobody is touring. This is
where you need to know where you’re going or
your navigator is keeping up with the turns.
One solution might be for everyone carries a
flag in their car. When you come to a corner
and see the next car way behind or not at all,
stick the flag on the corner and the last person
can pick the flag up.
On the highway a set speed is most time observed for these old cars. 60 and 70 MPH is
not out of the parameters of these cars. SO
push the right foot down a little more and catch
up.
Trouble along the way. With cell phones it is
easy to notify someone in the tour of your
problem. It is really dangerous for everybody
to pull over with the stopped car. It is best to
keep going and find a safe place to pull well
off the road and wait or send one person back
to see if the problem can be resolved.
If the problem is such that it can’t be fixed,
push the car in the ditch and set it on fire and
ride with one of the others.
While traveling on the highway it is nice to try
to keep the car in front of you in sight. Don’t
get to daydreaming and slowly drop back. This
really ticks off the people behind you as pretty
soon those behind you are so far behind the
group, they’re fuming and cussing and getting
in a bad mood.
Staying Safe is one of the main goals to touring. Driving the old cars is a lot of work with
many things to keep track of inside and outside
the car. They are a lot different than your everyday driver where you just sit and steer.
Reaching the destination safely and enjoying
the ride is paramount to touring.
11 Good Luck.
Dobie

Miscellany

selves and we cannot shake them loose. Each year
as we get older the problem will get worse. Basically the average lifespan is 78 years so that means we
only have a few years left to enjoy this activity.
Let’s try to make this work. After the Fall National
Tour there was a request to set some guide lines for
car tours. Now there are ways to overcome the
problems associated with touring with a large
group. We can either:
A. Drive by ourselves. [Not as much fun]
B. Drive in a small group such as 5 cars. [A little
more fun]
C. Or drive in a larger group and deal with the problems as they arise.
There are ways that we must compromise our thinking. Just like Congress is able to work things out so
should a group of educated Ford guys be able to
solve the problems of touring in a group. One of the
problems that have been mentioned is that some
drivers drive slower than others. The jackrabbit
drivers following the tortoise find it stressful to be
in that position, and the tortoises find it stressful
trying to keep up with the jackrabbits. As I was pondering this problem a thought came to mind. When I
was in the army we lined up in formation and the
sergeant wanted the line to look uniform so he told
us if you are taller than the guy in front of you move
in front of him. Since I am 6' 2" I would be at the
head of the line. The shortest guys were at the end
of the line. That way we looked like a nice uniformed line. So when we line up for a tour the fastest car should be in front and then the second fastest
and so forth. If you drive faster than the guy in front
of you move up. I think if we line up in this manner
the line will move at a more even speed. Next we
can handicap each driver and award numbers so we
can line up faster. Just a thought.
P.S. Remember when touring when we make a turn
if you can't see the guy behind you wait for him. If
we are on a straight highway they will catch up.

And, before anyone else mentions it —- it
will soon be time to renew your dues for
2016. Another year has slipped by.
· The new video projector that the Club purchased survived its first test at the November meeting. Looks like a pretty nice piece
of equipment. Will play almost any format,
so dust off those old VHS and Beta tapes.
· With the new year — it’s time to start thinking about scheduling the Thursday Geezer
Breakfasts. There is plenty of room in the
Rumble Sheet.
· TCRG E-Mail List: For those who aren't
currently on the TCRG e-mail list to receive
notices, reminders, changes, etc., but want
to be, just email Ron Long at
v83756@comcast.net to be added. (Even
though you may be receiving the digital
version of the Rumble Sheet you may not be
on the "E-mail List"). Ron will sort it out, so
contact him to be sure.
· Coming to a town near you — The 2016
Great Race will be scheduling an overnight
in Sioux Falls on June 24th and a lunch stop
in Cedar Rapids on June 25th. Something to
think about for an overnight tour.
—————————————————————·

Automobile Touring In A Group
Author Unknown

My research for this paper revealed that touring with
a group of fellow V-8 enthusiasts can be either fun or
like that moment when your wife pulls a long hair
out of your nostril just before you are to go onstage
at the Awards Banquet. Not so much fun. As we
grow older our patience is about as long as an amoeba’s eyelash. When we were young life’s problems
rolled off our backs. Now they seem to attach them-

10

Monthly Meeting Location

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church,
1660 West County Road B, Roseville, MN 551134073, (651) 631-1510
Directions: From North or South: I-35W to Hwy
36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right
at first stop light (County Road B) look for church
on left. OR I-35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit
Snelling South, turn right at first stop light (County
Road B) look for church on left. Plenty of parking.
Program:

NO MEETING IN JANUARY
TCRG Activities
Wednesday, January 6th, NO MEETING.

Sunday, January 24, 2016, Annual TCRG Banquet. Mancini’s Char House, St. Paul. 5 pm Social / video, 6 pm Dinner, 7 pm Program. More
information on page 6.

July 11—15, 2016, Western New York Regional Group’s Golden Anniversary National
Driving Tour. Starts in Batavia NY and includes nights in Jamestown, Corning, Binghamton, Syracuse, and back to Batavia. You
will be touring around the Finger Lakes Region of NY. Think wineries. Contact Milly at
millysch@frontiernet.net for more information.

August 8—11, 2016, Eastern National Meet in
Gettysburg PA. If you missed it in 2014, they
are doing it again. Cheaper hotel rates and
registration fee.
www.ncr36.com or
www.earlyfordv8.org
September 13—19, 2016, Great Southwestern
National Driving Tour, Colorado and Eastern
Utah. Sponsored by the Hi-Country Regional
Group # 28.
Contact Lou Mraz at
Lfmj60@aol.com for more information.

September 18—22, 2016, Blue Ridge Parkway
National Driving Tour.
North Carolina.
Sponsored by the Georgia Regional Group #
24. Contact Lamar Hart at 770-496-9928 for
more information.

Further Down the Road………….
June 12—16, 2016, Central National Meet in Tulsa
OK. We went there in 1978. Here is your chance
to do it again.
Information available at
www.earlyfordv8.org

The BJ estate books were again posted on the
EFV-8C webpage classifieds.........
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From the President’s Workbench
Although this is being penned in the waning days
of 2015, we are facing into the benignly unformatted
visage of 2016 with all its hopes and anticipations.
The voting window has not yet closed but we eagerly
await the election results.
As the final minutes tick away it seems meet and
right to formulate some New Year’s resolutions. As
you may know, the term “meet and right” comes
from the 3rd Century Liturgy (technically the disambiguation of the Sursum corda) in the Orthodox Book
of Common Prayer and used to great effect more
recently by John Chrysostom (St. John of the Golden
Mouth.) A loose translation would be “fitting.”
Coincidentally, those two words happen to “fit”
neatly into two possible resolutions for 2016.
The term “Meet” is used widely in our Club to
signify the official conclaves of the East, West, and
Central Divisions. But in reality it can simply mean
the gathering together of two or more cars of the
Ford flathead variety. At last count we have 84 active
members, each of whom lists at least one flathead,
some with many. There are even some with righthand drives. Where are these cars? We’d like to
MEET them, ideally in “Meets” or Picnics (e.g. the
AFP) but any venue would do, even at Arby’s which
claims to have the meats. Driving them will help to
get any bugs out, especially when there are so many
knowledgeable car guys around. So that would be my
first suggested New Year’s resolution.
Then there is “Right.” This word has many meanings by itself but for today’s purposes I propose the
alliterative word ”WRITE.” Our last Rumble Sheet
Editor has made impassioned pleas for submissions
to our monthly publication and our new Editor needs
all of us to discover our literary sides. All of us have
things to say and this is the perfect vehicle for selfexpression. Just put pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard) and let it flow. Now is the time for all good
men (and women) to come to the aid of their Editor.
In summary, it is meet and right to “Meet” and
“Write,” and especially, write about the meets! Happy New Year, everyone, and we’ll see you at the
Banquet.

NOTE FROM ED

There could be some blanks spaces and a few errors. But try to over look that as with this new
Program and job stuff happens.
The article from Author Unknown is a second
point of view to the
article on page
11 .Guide Lines For
Driving With More
Than Two Cars.
Some is written tongue
in cheek , but maybe
not.,. you decide.
The picture of the fingers on the typewriter is in error for me as two
fingers is about all I can see around.
The need for articles is always present. I’ve been
thinking of assigning members to write an article
for the Rumble Sheet each month. You can write
about anything you want, just write!

February Membership Meeting
The February membership meeting will be held
at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church on February 3,
2016. The theme for the program will be hobbies and crafts. Members are encouraged to
bring those activities they turn to when the cars
are temporarily hibernating. Even projects
which may have been brought before are welcome. Ladies, too, have been well represented in
the past. The broad range of nterests and the
scope of knowledge and skills found within the
club is remarkable and inspiring and always a
good time. Don’t forget to bring a
dollar to donate.
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December Meeting Minutes

The banquet will be held at Mancini's on W. 7th St.
in the back room to the left, per organizer Steve S.
Decorations will be handled by Bill B. , who would
welcome decoration ideas. Bruce N. will be organizing a raffle. Social hour starts at 5 PM with dinner at
6 p.m. Our program will include noted author and
historian Brian McMahon who finished a book on
Twin City Ford plants, three in number. Be sure to
send your banquet information and checks in soon.

To order at 7:30 PM by Pres. Gordy.

Announcements: send in your dues to Joel B. Send
in your banquet orders to Steve S. Send in your Minnesota Foodshare checks to Bill B!

A brief review of the play seen at Century theater,
“A Don”t Hug Me Christmas” , organized by Gary I.,
suggested a rousing success. The play was followed
by dinner at the nearby Mason’s restaurant.

Gary I. passed around a sign up sheet for geezer
breakfasts for the coming year.
Gordy adjourned the meeting at 8:07 PM.

Secretary’s report : minutes of last month's meeting
as printed in the Rumble Sheet were accepted as
printed.

The membership then fell to devouring much of the
seasonal cookies, bars and occasional health food
items. After all were sated we sang Christmas carols
to the accompaniment of electronic instrumentation
at low volume. We fondly remember when Vern was
able to lead us in song.

Treasurer’s report: Roger said the club received
$125 dollars from the Central National meet.

Membership report: Joel related the sad news that
Bill Fogarty in Thief River Falls sold his ‘ 36 and
dropped out of the club. We have 85 members.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill Blood, Secretary

Editor’s report: Bruce told us that our new editor
wasn't at the meeting.

Dues are Due

New business: Gordy read the proposed bylaw
changes as put forth by the board, concerns were
discussed and the bylaws were voted on, with 17
votes to accept, zero to not accept. The new board
will be comprised of nine members who will then
select persons to fill official positions. If you want to
be considered for membership on the board submit
your name to Gordy or another current board member by December 9. A ballot will be mailed out to be
returned by December 31. Results will be announced at the annual banquet. The board will meet
before the January 24th banquet to determine officers.

Send in an article with your Dues.

9

V8 Group attends “A Don’t Hug Me
Christmas Carol”

Nine members of the Twin City V8 Regional

group attended the Don’t Hug Me Christmas
Carol at the New Century Theatre in downtown
Minneapolis on Sunday November 29th. Those
in attendance were Beth & Gary Weyrauch,
Mary Hyberg & Bruce Nelson, Barb & Roger
Wothe, Mary & Bill Gillies and Gary Isaacson.
Gary was able to get the tickets through the local radio station KLBB, so we were able to get
two tickets for the price of one, $27.00! What a
great way to start the Holiday season. The play
was enjoyed by all, and is a story about a tavern
owner, who is upset with the Christmas season.
Gets mad at his wife, hops on a snowmobile and
falls through the ice, and winds up in a coma. In
his dream world, he comes back as a pseudo
Scrooge, and hears about how he has treated
people and their reaction to him.

Your Ad could be here!!!
$30 a year gets your Ad out
to members and others.

Thanks to all who participated. Sorry for the
short notice, but those in attendance where
glad they took the time.
Gary Isaacson

January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January

Some of the interesting songs were: The Wheel
is turning but the Hamster is Dead, I Love you
more then Football, “Gunner” fell through an
Ice Hole, and last but not least, Grandma cut the
Christmas Cheese, which the audience participated in and sang along. The cast did an excellent job both in acting and singing, and the V8
Club had a great time as well.
We then ventured across the street to Masons
Bar and Grill for dinner. As most of us don’t get
downtown Minneapolis much, it was interesting to see the new construction and dine in one
of the older buildings left in Minneapolis. One
of our diners was surprised to see “macaroni

Support our Advertisers!

and cheese” on the menu and couldn’t resist.
Eyes were aglow when they brought out his
tasty morsel in a SERVINGS SIZE BOWL, actually enough for the whole dining party. Needless to say, ¾ went into a doggy dish for the
next days breakfast, lunch and supper!
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Happy Birthday

1
1
11
13
15
25
29
30

Ron Long
Lynn Erickson
Dennis Bradford
Rosean Harker
Mary Helling
Pat Minor
George Baker
Liz Long

Headquarters Machine & Restoration
Benefit from Our Experience

_________________________________________________________________________________

Early V-8 Pros – We learned by doing

For Sale / Wanted

Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. (removal
month is in parenthesis)
· LEAD: Looking for a glove box clock?
Restored 1940 $100, and 1939 $150.
Contact John at 763-595-8678 for more
information.
(Jan)
WANTED Good used 6-volt battery
for my Sun Machine. Will dicker and
won’t pay your price. Bill G.

Give us a call when you require know how
a computer cannot provide

We excel in repairing, maintaining, & rebuilding all engines

612-568-0068
www.hq-ma.com
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2016 TCRG Banquet

Location: Mancini’s Char House
531 7th Street W, Saint Paul MN
(From south – take I-35E north exit Grand
Ave (106A). Turn right at light, turn right
at next light (Smith Ave). Turn right on
7th St W – Mancini’s is on the right. From
the north – take I-35E south to I-94W, exit
Marion St (241A) at light turn left. Marion turns into Concordia Ave which turns
into Kellogg Blvd. At 7th St W turn right.
Follow 7th to Mancini’s on right. From
west – I-94E to exit Concordia Ave
(241A). At light turn right and then Concordia turns into Kellogg Blvd. At 7th St
W turn right. Follow 7th to Mancini’s on
right.

Save the date — Sunday, January 24, 2016. The
Annual TCRG Banquet will be held at Mancini’s
Char House in Saint Paul. The festivities begin at
5 pm with a Social Hour filled with videos of the
events of the year displayed via our new projector. We will also have a Your Choice Raffle.
Bring a few extra bucks to have a chance to win
some really great items. $10 gets you 26 chances
to win! Twenty-two great items to take your
chances on!
Dinner will be at 6 pm with a program to follow.
The program this year should be of interest to all
Ford enthusiasts in the Twin Cities. We are honored to have noted author and speaker Brian
McMahon talk about Ford in the Twin Cities,
with special attention given to the Twin Cities
Ford Assembly Plants. Yes, that is right, Plants,
because there were more than one.
All meal choices include a baked potato with
butter and topping, fresh dinner salad, and beverage. You have a choice of three entrée items:
Grilled Chicken Breast 10 oz
Petite Sirloin Steak 8 oz
Broiled Walleye lightly seasoned
Each meal will cost $30 which includes gratuity.
The deadline is January 14th, 2016.
Don’t hesitate, send your registration Banquet
form in today.
Please do not mail the membership renewal form
to the Banquet address and don’t mail the Banquet form to the membership renewal address,
because you never know what will happen.

2016 Monthly Events Schedule

ALL FORD PICNIC and NO TROPHY
SHOW
While the survey proved that the majority
of those returning it were in FAVOR of the
continuation of the All Ford Picnic, they
also expressed views that the location
needs to be a more urban site.
So……we ask that if you are not excited
about the All Ford Picnic at the current
location, PLEASE get out there and find
the Club another location. All you have to
do is suggest it, maybe supply a contact
name, and someone else will contact the
location. Remember, it is a static display
(no driving or car games), we supply a $1
million liability policy, we supply our own
trash receptacles, we supply our own portable toilets, and we promise to leave it
cleaner than we found it. It is also open to
the public and the last FREE show in the
Twin Cities.
The Club needs your help. You responded, now we want to fulfill your choice and
do it soon.

Certainly many things to see and do in 2016.
And, if you have ideas to share, contact Gordy
Ditmanson at 651-646-8103 to schedule a month.

2016 Geezer Breakfast Schedule
3rd Thursday of the Month

Old geezer is a somewhat insulting term for an older person, especially one who is no longer cool, hip
or with the times. An example of an old geezer is a
grumpy old man who sits on his porch all day yelling at neighborhood kids.

TCRG Glovebox

Cover Photo: Courtesy of the Internet.
Rumble Sheet Contributors:

January 21st Gary Isaacson picked a place close to
home.
The Machine Shed 94 Radio Dr. & 515 Hudson
Blvd.
Not to be out done for February 18, Dean Hanson
says somewhere in Stillwater..
Looking over Gary I’s list for the coming year, most
are on the Eastern edges of the MN..
The Editor may make some mistakes in the locations
of some and locations maybe subject to change
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