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Twin Cities Regional Group Information
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V‐8
Club of America and is sent to all current members and
advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V‐8 Club
of America, and is a non‐profit corporation in the state of
Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford Motor
Company vehicles and related historical materials from the
era of the flathead V‐8 engines, including all Fords, Mer‐
curys and Lincolns so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at 7:30
p.m. on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
of time or site will also be announced in the Rum‐
ble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $20 per calen‐
dar year. Membership in the Early Ford V‐8 Club
of America (the National Club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting Material
Please send all materials for publication to Bruce
Nelson, 2887 W. Owasso Blvd., Roseville, MN
55113, or email nelsb01@msn.com. Rumble Sheet
material deadline is the 15th of the month. E‐mail
body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will
run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost
of $30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org
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952‐941‐0732
651‐459‐5669
763‐434‐7848
952‐473‐3038
651‐482‐8940
651‐451‐2937
651‐831‐0091
763‐755‐7535
763‐755‐7535
952‐873‐6754
651‐714‐2740

For Sale
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will
run for three consecutive months.
The following ads are from Gary Nielsen at
(320) 235‐3935 or (320) 894‐8685, or via email
at :
garybob@charter.net
 1949 Ford F‐6 with grain box and hoist. Two
speed rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495
OBO
 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with poser divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, and
add on brake. Engine free. $1500
 Brand new rocker panels (EMS Automotive)
for 1942—1948 Ford or Mercury Fordor or
Business Coupe passenger side. Make offer.
Joel Bergstrom 651‐631‐0091.
 2012 Central National Meet gearshift knobs.
These are the special ones that were created
just for the Meet. Have Meet logo in a 1937
style knob. $20 each, $25 if I have to ship.
Contact Bruce Nelson 651‐482‐8940.
 2012 Central National Meet t‐shirts. These
are the ones that were sold at the Meet.
Have sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL and XXXL.
Light gray in color with corporate Ford blue
lettering. $15 for S – XL…$17 for XXL —
XXXL. Contact Bruce Nelson 651‐482‐8940.

Wanted
 BJ‐isms: Milt LaPanta has asked that if you
have any words or sayings that our friend
BJ used, well, Milt would like to hear from
you. He wants to compile them. So, let Milt
know, what ‘Ol BJ’ used to say.

Conoco Gas Truck continues from page 10
Back in 1946 an enterprising sign painter in
‘Litchfield, MN’ neatly lettered the Minar Oil Co
truck but should have used the ‘F’ he got in
spelling when it came to LITCHIELD. I have a
feeling that sign company owner Dave, will
want ‘Cookeville, TN’ spelled correctly as the

truck will be displayed as a tribute to his father!
(OK, the question arises: Was this part of the
Minar family businesses here in the Twin Cities,
or did the original sign painter really screw up
and miss‐spell Minor? Let’s go ask Pat. —ed.)
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Conoco Gas Truck continues from page 7
I had not misrepresented the truck in any way, had
posted many pictures and answered all questions,
so I declined to accept the reduction in down pay‐
ment. Vito then expressed interest, at a price
which was $400 less than the bid price. He worked
his best to degrade the truck, the paint, the cab reg‐
istration card as opposed to title, etc. and was not
at all open to negotiation. So, without even a good‐
bye, Vito and Jack went on down the road. I do
believe the plan had been hatched on the 7 + hour
drive from Byron IL, and when I called the bluff
they did not have plan B in place.
I relisted the truck the same day. It again attracted
viewers, watchers, and 19 bids, selling for $75 more
than the initial sale. This time the bidder was a
sign company owner (Dave) from Cookeville TN.
He first intended to come and pick the truck up
with a couple of his employees and a vehicle he
owned, then instead opted for a broker and carrier.
Now as they say, here is the rest of the story. Dave
specified a truck with a winch, since this is still a
non‐running truck. The pickup was scheduled for
November 15th. On the 14th the broker calls with a
dilemma. The truck could come that day, but no
winch and with loading dock height rear end. I
had made backup plan arrangements with Doug,
who rents space next to me in Kandiyohi and who
has a fork lift, to assist with pushing the truck if
needed. I told the trucker to come, thinking we
could make it work.
Glenn arrived 2 hours late and after Doug and I
made a quick assessment of the use of the scale
height at the elevator with planks, other elevations
in the immediate area, and picking the truck up
with a large fork lift, none of those choices seemed
promising. The rear height of the truck grew more

ominous as we discussed options.
Doug to the rescue. He pulled in some mark‐
ers with friends and arranged for the use of a
dock in Willmar. That meant towing the
truck, which has no brakes, 5 miles to the
dock behind his pickup. We did it. One of
the ironies is that this truck’s speedometer
recorded the trip, speed and distance accu‐
rately. The parking brake did work, making
the trip slightly less scary.
Now, the dock story. I am not sure how long
that Glenn, the trucker had been doing his job,
but he did not instill confidence. It took seven
tries coming straight (well he did not come
straight) back at a wide dock to succeed.
Doug had borrowed a tow /push bar from
another friend and with this device he pushes
me (in the gas truck) onto the truck via the
dock. WOW, success.
Now, the final chapter. The truck arrived
safely in Cookeville on November 20th. Dave
is very pleased with his new possession. His
plan is to convert it to the Texaco Brand, in‐
stall a period correct V‐8 engine and add it to
a garage theme as a tribute to his father, who
drove Texaco gas trucks. I have been invited
to visit when I can. Isn’t this a great hobby!
You meet some great people (well not sure
about Jack and Vito) and have stories to tell
and memories to savor.
Continued on page 11
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TCRG Activities
Wednesday, February 6, 7:30 P.M. — Monthly
Membership Meeting — Yearly planning session
— bring ideas for meeting topics and driving tours
or destinations. St Michael’s Lutheran Church, St.
Paul.
Wednesday, March 6, 7:30 P.M. — Monthly Mem‐
bership Meeting — topic TBD, St. Michael’s Lu‐
theran Church, St. Paul.
Wednesday, April 3, 7:30 P.M. — Monthly Mem‐
bership Meeting, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church,
St Paul. RETURN OF THE TCRG AUCTION!!!
May 24—27 — 39th Annual Spring Fling, Lee’s
Summit Missouri. Sponsored by the Kansas City
Regional Group. Hotel is Comfort Inn & Suites,
816‐554‐6688, mention Early Ford V‐8 Club to get
rate of $80 per night. Deadline April 15 for book‐
ing room.
June 2— All Ford Picnic and No Trophy Show.
NEW LOCATION. TCRG co‐sponsored event with
the Mini‐Birds. We will need help promoting new
location!! See story on page 9.
June 17—21 — 2013 Grand National Golden Jubi‐
lee, Lake Tahoe NV. Information on Early Ford V‐
8 Club website www.earlyfordv8.org
June 21—23 — Back to the 50’s Weekend
June 30—July 2—Grand National Driving Tour
comes to Bloomington MN, and then to Paul and
Joanne Oman’s in Chippewa Falls. See article on
page 6.
July 27—30— Four day Henry Ford 150th Birthday
Celebration, Dearborn Michigan. Check out web‐
site: www.henryford150.com for more informa‐
tion.

TCRG Activities
August 11—27th Annual New Brighton Car
Show and Swap Meet. TCRG co‐sponsored
event with Thunderbird Midwest.

Monthly Meeting Location
Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran
Church, 1660 West County Road B, St Paul,
MN 55113‐4073, (651) 631‐1510
Directions: From North or South: I‐35W to
Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South,
turn right at first stop light (Cty Rd B) look for
church on left. OR I‐35E to Hwy 36, west on
Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first
stop light (Cty Rd B) look for church on left.
Plenty of parking.
Program: Bring a dollar to donate. Bring your
ideas for events and tours

TCRG Glovebox
Cover Photo: Picture of Paul Gorgos and his
fine 1939 Mercury Fordor. Read more about
it on page 8.
Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Ron Goette, Joanne and
Paul Oman, Paul Gorgos, Gary Nielsen (via
Francis Kalvoda), and John Titus.
Dues Are Due Now: Don’t be that guy and
miss a single issue of the Rumble Sheet.
Send your check made out to TCRG in the
amount of $20 to Joel Bergstrom, 2080
Wheeler Street N, Roseville, MN 55113. If
your mailing label is printed in red, there
will not be a March Rumble Sheet coming
your way. Better send in that payment now!
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Denny’s Corner

Tales from the Ice

Greetings, everyone!
This past fall I decided I wanted to get active in
the V‐8 Club again. I never dreamed getting
active meant stepping into the Presidency! It is
just now starting to sink in. I am sorry that I
missed the banquet, and hope everyone had a
great time. A vacation that was planned way
last summer took precedence.
I feel that we had a very good year last year,
and that all the Board and especially President
Kent did an outstanding job. Now the challenge
for the new Board is to continue to help this
great Club grow. We have already had a Board
Meeting and have started to make plans for the
year. The unique opportunities are there for
some outstanding events this year.
What with The Great American Race leaving
from Back to the 50’s and the National Cross
Country Tour swinging through the area, we
have a couple of rare opportunities for some
great times. Plan now to take part in these and
many more Club activities. Come to the Febru‐
ary Meeting and let us know what YOU would
like to see the V‐8 Club do in 2013.

OK, here I am again. I thought I was going to
pass this forward. But, we have come up with
another plan. I have acquired Associates to help
get this fine newsletter out to you.
By the time you read this the Annual Banquet will
be history. I am confused by the participation of
the members of our Club for this. After all, we
have nicknamed ourselves the We‐ate Club. A
buffet dinner was planned to support this way of
thinking. No one was
going to go home hungry.
When I updated the
TCRG Activities column,
trying to let you know of
things to plan for during
the 2013 car event season,
I inadvertently forgot our partners — the Mini
Birds and Thunderbird Midwest. We owe these
people all the credit we can give them, for work‐
ing and sharing the responsibilities with us to
make the All Ford Picnic and No Trophy Show
and the New Brighton Car Show and Swap Meets
as successful as they are.
One event that really sounds like fun is meeting
up with the Cross Country Tour coming back
from the 2013 Grand National. Think about it.
Join the group in Eden Prairie and lead them to
Chippewa Falls. Spend the day enjoying the
Oman complex and others, spend the night and
return home the next day. Sounds like an over‐
night adventure to me.
Well, that’s all for this time…….remember, keep
your stick on the ice. (Yeah! Pro‐hockey is back!)
Bruce
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January Meeting Minutes
No Meeting, no minutes. Happy New Year!

just a new location.
And as the original coordinator said long ago —
Make Ice!
Contact John Titus for more information and to
sign up to work. 651‐278‐3284 or
john.eric.titus@gmail.com

June 2, 2013 ALL FORD PICNIC
The flyers for the 34th Annual All Ford Picnic
and No Trophy Show are printed. How many do
you want to hand out? Yes, after years of train‐
ing everyone to head for the Twin Cities Ford
Assembly Plant on the first Sunday in June, we
now have a new location.

—————————————————————
Something to watch in your winter spare time:
American Experience , January 29 at 8 PM on
Channel 2 (TPT 2) — Henry Ford. Henry Ford
transformed the lives of millions, and his assem‐
bly line changed the character of modern indus‐
try. This biography provides a revealing por‐
trait of a complex, pivotal and ultimately flawed
figure. Production created for the anniversary
of Mr. Ford’s 150th Birthday.

Morrie’s Bodyworks
2605 West Wayzata Blvd.
Long Lake, Minnesota
It is a great new location with plenty of space
and parking. There is a large entrance so that
there most likely will not be a line getting in.
There will be power for concessions, room for the
swap meet and parking for other brands of vehi‐
cles that may come.
Now we will need your help! Remember years
ago when we walked swap meets and car shows
and handed out flyers announcing our spon‐
sored shows, well, we will have to do that again
until we get the word out that we have moved to
a new location.
Start talking it up. Just tell people that it is 7
miles west of the I‐394 / I‐494 interchange. Take
the Long Lake / Orono / County Highway 112
exit and drive through downtown Long Lake.
Look for the McDonalds on the left and then
Morrie’s Bodyworks is just down the road on the
left. Of course there will be signs. Together with
the Mini Birds we will have the same great event,
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How I Found My Car
As a relatively new member of the TCRG, I was
asked by Bill Blood to tell the group how I came
about buying a 1939 Mercury. So, whatever pos‐
sessed me to
buy a classic
car? Well, I’ve
always
been
fascinated by
old cars but
never thought
it feasible for
me to own one.
That was for serious car enthusiasts or mechanics.
Beverly and I had been to a few car shows over
the years and it finally occurred to me, why not!
After all we are not getting any younger and I do
have a place to store it.
A former co‐worker had a 1939 Mercury four‐
door for sale that we looked at but we just weren’t
sure. After a few more shows it seemed all we
saw were 1950s‐60s model street rods. The more
cars we looked at the better we liked the 1939.
The 1940’s original look appealed to us perhaps
because we were of that era.
So we took the plunge in 2010 and bought the
1939 Mercury, had it painted, added new uphol‐
stery, glass, tires, and had the engine rebuilt. Un‐
fortunately, the engine rebuild was not part of the
plan. The photo was taken on Memorial Day
2012. It’s been a very enjoyable experience. We
both drive it as much as we can. Mostly just run‐
ning errands.
My Dad had a 1939 Chev. Driving our 1939

Support our Advertisers!

brings back memories of childhood trips with
my parents and sister. When I start the engine
its like a time warp. For a short time we are
back in the 40s on a trip to the family farm or a
Sunday afternoon drive to the drug store for an
ice cream cone. I love the sound of that flat‐
head.
A side benefit of course is the inevitable “looks”
that we get as we cruise the streets of St. Paul.
It’s been a wonderful journey. We have met
some very nice people, not withstanding the
TCRG V‐8 Club. You all have been very hospi‐
table to a novice. We look forward to at least a
few more years of driving our 1939. Maybe
even taking an extended trip or two.

Happy Birthday
Paul Gorgos

Regional Group Mentor
There have been zero responses ( except from
the editor) to the last three issues request for
lists of extra parts and tools to take on tour, so,
no list to compile here!!
I will continue to take responses, but you have
to send them to me at: RGmentor@aol.com
I await your input, because touring season will
be here before we know it.
Ron G.

February 4
February 5
February 9
February 10
February 13
February 19
February 26
February 26
February 29

Joe Walczak
Sally Anderson
Chuck Granlund
Sally Tonsager
Ron Christensen
Dave Braun
Roger Eide
Gary Rosenberger
Beth Ellen (Weyrauch)

Headquarters Machine & Restoration
Benefit from Our Experience

_________________________________________________________________________________

Early V-8 Pros – We learned by doing
Give us a call when you require know how
a computer cannot provide
We excel in repairing, maintaining, & rebuilding all engines

612-568-0684
www.hg-ma.com

ʺAny man who thinks he can be happy and pros‐
perous by letting the Government take care of him;
better take a closer look at the American Indian.ʺ

Collector Car Insurance
Give us a call
Jim Lutes — Agent
Harmony State Insurance Agency
17 Center Street E, Harmony MN 55939
507‐886‐2100
877‐383‐8837
Insurance of all kinds

Henry Ford
(not sure if this is Henry Ford, sounds more like
Will Rodgers)

8

5

Grand Tour Information
In 2013, the Early Ford V‐8 Club will be celebrat‐
ing its 50th Anniversary. And it is also a 5 year
Meet year, so there will be a Grand National.
Instead of being held in Henry Ford’s hometown
of Dearborn, Michigan, the Club has decided to
return to the location of its very first Meet, Lake
Tahoe. You can check out information about the
Golden Jubilee Grand National at the EFV‐8
Club’s website www.earlyfordv8.org .
You may also know that a group of V‐8 members
are planning a Cross Country Tour to Lake Ta‐
hoe. It starts in Gettysburg PA and follows the
100th Anniversary of the Lincoln Highway. In‐
formation on this can also be found at the EFV‐8
Club’s website under Current News.
What is of interest to every TCRG member is the
return trip from the 50th Anniversary Golden
Jubilee Grand National. It is coming to our cities.
On June 30th the group will be traveling from
Mitchell SD, via Pipestone and Granite Falls with
an over night in Eden Prairie. They plan to tour
the Mall of America (that is a day in itself—ed.).
On July 1st, they will leave Eden Prairie and
head to Chippewa Falls and the home of Paul
and Joanne Oman. They plan on having lunch at
the Silver Grill 50’s Dinner (Oman’s personal
place) and then spending the night in Chippewa
Falls. The stay in Chippewa Falls includes a tour
of Oman’s vast collection and that also of Larry
Menard (these could be a day in itself also—ed.).
Now, while more details need to worked out,
wouldn’t be great to be part of this caravan back
across country? You can, as more details become
available, such at motels, restaurants, etc., we

will let you know. This will be a great oppor‐
tunity to participate in a tour, without going
far from home. TCRG members could lead
the group to Chippewa Falls, enjoy the day’s
activities, spend the night and send the group
on its way east.
P.S. Now, if you wanted to continue along
further with the tour, they will be going from
Chippewa Falls to Bruce WI (one of my favor‐
ite places—ed.) and ending the day in Kings‐
ford MI., and of course Iron Mountain, home
to the Ford Woody.
If you are interested in joining the group go‐
ing west to the Grand National, read the infor‐
mation on the Club’s website and then contact
Joanne Oman. She and Paul are planning on
joining the group from the east in Clinton IA.
You will have to register and make your own
motel reservations. That information is on the
website.
Joanne and Paul Oman

free the stuck engine. After thinking about
other projects, the cost of restoration, etc., I too
put it in storage. This was in the fall of 2003. It
was later moved to new storage, but little was
done other than some cleaning. A couple of
years ago (probably much longer, time slips
away) I listed it for sale in a couple of car club
newsletters. I really had no solid offers, a cou‐
ple of lookers, a nibble, and that was it. One of
the year’s goals was to downsize my projects
and to reduce inventory. In September I began
to sell some surplus parts on E‐bay, with con‐
siderable success. I do think I contributed
more to the GNP from my support of shipping
companies than from my own modest financial
gains from the sales, but the inventory left
openings for the newly finished 1949 Ford F‐3
Pickup and “now on the road” 1950 Mercury in
storage, a welcome sight!
Emboldened with that achievement, I coura‐
geously listed the truck on E‐bay. To my pleas‐
ure, it attracted many viewers and 10 bids,
with a final offer I accepted. The purchaser
was from the Rockford Illinois area. I received
the down payment, we communicated, and
Jack and Vito arrived on 10‐20‐12, as sched‐
uled, to pick up the truck. Jack took one look
at the truck, made an almost immediate deter‐
mination that it had been repainted at some
point in its life, and pronounced he did not
want the truck and would like ½ of his down
payment back. He likely was correct about the
repaint, I believe the truck had probably been
dealer delivered black, and repainted Conoco
Red by Minar Oil Company or the dealer.
continued on page 10

Conoco Gas Truck, the sequel
By Gary Nielsen
Some years ago I described my experience in pur‐
chasing a 1946 Ford Conoco Gas Truck on auction
from the City of Kingston MN. This story ran in a
couple of car club newsletters, therefore the title of
this entry. It had been in service for Minar Oil
Company of Litchfield prior to the City of King‐
ston purchasing it. As described by the auction‐
eer, the intended use was a water truck for the
City Fire Department. The truck had 5 fuel com‐
partments for various options on delivery and the
rear of the truck shows evidence of all of those
being joined together for the intended one source
delivery point, making the story believable. The
city never registered it for use, so I believe for
some reason the plan was abandoned and the
truck was placed in storage. My good friend
Francis Kalvoda speculated that bringing a red
truck, with a gas company name handwritten on
the side, to the scene of a fire, might not instill
confidence in the Department’s skill and ability.

(As a person who drove across country in
2012 on the way to the Western Meet, I can
tell you that it is an interesting and also chal‐
lenging trip, but you will never forget doing
it. Don’t miss this Tour of a Lifetime. — ed.)
THE AUCTION IS COMING! THE AUC‐
TION IS COMING! Start digging out those
parts you donʹt need. Items sold benefit the
TCRG treasury. Reserve prices on items will
be allowed. April 3 Meeting. Don’t miss it!!
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That makes sense.
Like many of my purchases, my ultimate use,
when I raised my hand too many times at an auc‐
tion, was not fully clear. When I got the truck
home, I looked it over, and relentlessly tried to
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