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2011 Begins Piz Por!

The winter... Not the Officers!
Important Message
from the TCRG Board:
Inside...

• Club Activities
• TCRG Banquet Recap
• 2011 World of Wheels
• Notes from the Corrosion Lab
• CLUB DUES ARE DUE!

T w i n C i t i e s R e g i o n a l G r o u p I n f o r m at i o n
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of flathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Bruce
Nelson, 2887 W. Owasso Blvd., Roseville 55113,
or e-mail NELSB01@msn.com. Rumble Sheet
material deadline is the 15th of the month. E-mail
body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

Tw in Citi e s Re g i o n a l Gro up 2 0 1 1 B o ard o f Direct o rs
President

Bill Blood

612-722-4172

Vice President

Ron Christensen

952-472-2672

Secretary

Gordon Ditmanson

651-646-8103

Treasurer

Roger Wothe

952-473-3038

Editor

Bruce Nelson

651-482-8940

Activities Director

Gary Rosenberger

651-451-2937

Membership

Joel Bergstrom

651-631-0091

Past President

Bill Gillies

651-633-1564

Sunshine Lady

Jean Shuck

952-888-7191

Archives

Jerry Felton

952-873-6754

Art Director

Ron Long

651-714-2740

Webmaster

Mark Crichton
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612-801-3620

TCRG Activities

TCRG Glovebox

Wednesday, February 2, 7:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, St Michael’s Lu-

• Cover Photo: This Ron Long photo was
taken at the TCRG Annual Banquet of our
2011 TCRG Officers. Pictured are (L to R):
President Bill Blood, Treasurer Roger Wothe,
Secretary Gordy Ditmanson, Membership
Chair Joel Bergstrom, Activities Director Gary
Rosenberger, and Editor Bruce Nelson. Vice
President Ron Christensen was out of town and
unable to attend.
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Bill Blood, Ron Long
(pictures), Dennis Carney, Steve Seidl, and Mark
Crichton for their contributions this month.
• 2011 Dues: Please take a look at your address
label. If your name is highlighted with a highlight
marker, we have not received your dues, which
would now be considered “past due”. If you
recently mailed it in, it may not be processed
yet. Thanks for sending it in! If you sent it some
time ago, I’d contact Membership Chair Joel
Bergstrom to inquire. To those who have yet
to pay their dues, this is a friendly reminder to
submit ASAP. After all, where can you get this
kind of camaraderie, advice and fellowship for
a mere $15? Your December Rumble Sheet had
a insert for the dues. Slipping a $15 check to a
TCRG officer works as well! Thank you!

theran Church, 1660 West County Road B, St Paul,
MN 55113 (651) 631-1510. Meeting info noted
below.

Thursday, February 17, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Baker’s Square
611 West 98th Street, Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 881-4080. Hopefully, Duane Shuck will
set it up. Thanks Duane!
The Weekend of February 25 to 27
WORLD OF WHEELS, St Paul RiverCentre.
See update on page 6

Wednesday, March 2, 7:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660 West County Road B, St Paul,
MN 55113 (651) 631-1510.

February Meeting Info

Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660
West County Road B, St Paul, MN 55113-4073
(651) 631-1510
Directions: From North or South: I-35W to
Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South,
turn right at first stop light (Cty Rd B) look for
church on left.   OR I-35E to Hwy 36, west on
Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first
stop light (Cty Rd B) look for church on left.
Plenty of parking.
Program: Bring a dollar to donate. This is
TCRG’s annual planning meeting, where members are encouraged to bring their ideas and
support for 2011 activities. See you there!

Happy Birthday!
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February 4 		
February 5		
February 9 		
February 10		
February 13		
February 18		
February 19		
February 20		
February 26		
February 26		

Joe Walczak
Sally Anderson
Chuck Granlund
Sally Tonsager
Ron Christensen
Vern Halvorson
Dave Braun
Tom Halfpenny
Roger Eide
Gary Rosenberger

Bill’s Corner

Tales from the Ice

Our annual banquet was at Grumpy’s
on January 9th, and we had a good turnout. The
food was really great – starting with a healthy,
tasty salad and progressing to the delicious
entree. My steak was too big to finish as was
Liz’ tuna—and it appeared that our tablemates
experienced the same “problem”.
After he warmed up the crowd, Dennis
introduced Pizpor, the Magician, accompanied
by the Pizpor Orchestra. His interesting tricks
and humorous patter along with involving
several in the audience made it a lot of fun. For
example, Ellen Dahlin had her hand sawed off –
and then magically restored!! Thanks to Dennis
for arranging for the entertainment, and thanks
to the Gillies’, Ditmansons and Rosenbergers
for their involvement in making the banquet
a success. To those of you who missed the
banquet, be sure to join us next year!
The World of Wheels car show is just
around the corner. A few more volunteers are
needed for door duty. Contact Bruce to sign
up. You get a free pass to the event when you
volunteer. The same goes for friends that you
recruit to volunteer.
Once again thanks to Bill (and Mary)
for another great year of V-8ing – a hard act to
follow. With your help we can make it another
good year.
Lastly, if there is something you’d like
to see the club do this year, let’s talk. I’d like to
hear from you about your ideas, comments etc.
See you on February 2, for our regular
monthly meeting.
Bill Blood
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Another new year! It seems that they
are going by as fast as they did when we were
all younger. “Mom, what’s there to do?” Remember asking that? Now days, it’s more like
what should I do first? I know I have told you
this, but there are days when I wonder how I
was able to give 8 hours to the company that
paid me.
I have started on a “cleaner new year”.
Now, that has nothing with using less fossil fuel,
or using less paper. It has everything to do
with items that I
have ‘saved’ since
I became a home
owner. Back in the
first years of home
ownership, I had
limited funds to
purchase new, so
used, or well used items followed me home with
the idea that I could use them (someplace) and
be saving tons of money by doing it. Well, there
are items that are stored around the house that
I now question – “I was saving this for what?”
There are now boxes of stuff that have
tags on them for the Goodwill, the metal recycler, and just plain trash. What was I thinking?
Oh yeah, saving money. How soon we forget!
Another TCRG Banquet is history. It
was a good turnout considering that the weatherman said it was the coldest day of the New
Year so far. I want to thank Mark Crichton for
bringing his equipment so that I could show my
first attempt at presentation slide shows.
It was also good to hear that the Titus’
are almost home – well in their newly re-built
home.
Hate to harp…….but we still really
need workers for World of Wheels. If you like

Support our Advertisers!

the free things the Club does, this is how we
afford to do that (August picnic, treats at the
annual Banquet). Just part of your Saturday –
that’s all we ask. Especially need workers from
6 pm to close. Lines are still open – call now
651-482-8940.
Anyone still need any snow ?
Well, that’s enough for this time…….
remember, keep your stick on the ice.
Bruce

THE STAINLESS SHOP
Straightening – Polishing
Body Moldings – Wheel Covers – Etc
-- Since 1989 –
763-434-1208
Bob Tueffel		
St. Francis, MN
Headquarters Machine & Auto
Classic, Collector, Street Rod & New
Quality Machine Work - 30+ Years Exp.
Engine Machining or Complete Rebuild
Remove Broken Studs & Bolts
Oil Change & Lube Using SL Oil
Helicoils & Stitching Blocks
All Needs For Your Old Car
5417 Boone Avenue N, New Hope, MN
612-460-4730

In a highly emotional moment, an all choked up
outgoing President Bill Gillies presents incoming
President Bill Blood with the highly-guarded
keys to the club mailbox. “Here ya go Mr. Sedan
Delivery, have at it...”. I need a tissue... MC
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Fe b r u a r y
25-27, 2011
St Paul
RiverCenter

Speed to Burn?

WORLD OF WHEELS
February 25, 26, 27, 2011
Saint Paul RiverCentre
175 W Kellogg Boulevard

I recently ran across an article in the
Los Angeles TIMES that I found quite interesting, and I would like to share some of its highlights,
The headline read “Not A Lot of Speed
to Burn”, but the story was about the first gasoline powered vehicle to appear on the streets of
Los Angeles.
It was created by engineer J. Philip Erie
and machine shop owner S.D. Sturgis, and it
made its debut at 2 a.m. on May 30, 1897, an
hour when the streets would be deserted except
for a few policemen and milkmen. (Even when
they had to plan a time when traffic (?) would
not be a problem, they wanted to avoid horses
which might be spooked because of the noise
of the gasoline motor and gasoline explosions.)
Erie had worked for two years on his
“motor carriage” and took out 30 patents and
raised $30,000 for his prototype. The LA
TIMES said that the innocent looking black
machine had about 25 miles per hour hidden
in its vitals. A Times caption writer labeled a
drawing of it “The new motor-cycle”.
As wives and a few friends gathered in
the early morning hours, the vehicle was rolled
out of the Sturgis shop, and then pushed down a
long alley onto the Broadway, then the gasoline
engine was set to working and with a twist of a
lever it set off down Broadway. They turned
left on 6th Street and it handled the awful 6th
Street pavement smoothly, in fact the passen-

Our day is Saturday, February 26. We
will be taking tickets, checking in the exhibitors,
watching doors, and providing all night security. And we still need your help!! Don’t make
us plead – it isn’t a pretty sight.
This is an opportunity to make a lot of
money, for just a day’s work. We will need 14
people per 4 hour shift. You can work more
than one shift if you like, just sign up one name
per line. (shifts are 10 am to 2 pm, 2 pm to
6 pm, and 6 pm to 10:30 pm) We still need
people for the 6 pm to 10:30 pm shift.
Remember, each volunteer will get a
3 day pass to the show (a $13 value); so that
you are guaranteed time to see it all. The swap
meet is back again along with the antique toy
show.
Once again you can bring a small cooler. We will try and make it so that you will be
rotated around the arenas (both floors); so that
you don’t spend all shift in one place.
For more information, questions, or to
sign up contact Bruce Nelson (651-482-8940).
Sign up sheet will be at the February meeting,
but call now, and let me get some sleep and not
worry.
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Acronym Fun

gers scarcely felt any motion at all, according
to the TIMES. The machine rumbled about a
mile to Erie’s house, stopping occasionally for
repairs.
The test run was a success the TIMES
reported, and assured the readers that it would
not be long before a factory was established in
LA for its manufacture.
But a rival paper, the HERALD disagreed, saying that the carriage, operating on
just one of its four cylinders, barely moved faster than pedestrian traffic and didn’t come close
to doing 25 mph as promised. At least it didn’t
break the speed limit, then 5 mph for bicycles.
It did have a problem too. Overheating that was quickly blamed on some poor asbestos that was wrapped around the engine and
burned like brown paper. But even with better asbestos and a fancy device to spray water
throughout the engine compartment, they were
unable to overcome the heating problem.
After a couple of further short test
trips, the operation was abandoned by years
end. The car never ran again and its fate is
unknown.
Dennis Carney

FORD:
Fix Or Repair Daily
Found On Road Dead
Backwards... Driver Returns On Foot
Found on repairman’s doorstep
Found on rack daily
Ford Owners Recommend Dodge
Full Of Rust Deposits
Ford Owner Really Dumb
First On Recall Day
Forget Out Running Dale
Fast Only Rolling Downhill
Forfiet On Race Day
Fault Of R & D

Ford Creed:
Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.
If it wasn’t for Fords, our tools would rust.
Chevrolet:
Cheap Heap Every Valve Rattles, Oil Leaks Every
Time
Cheap, Hardly Efficient, Virtually Runs On Luck Every Time

Happy TCRG Anniversary!
Bob & Judy Parmelee
Ron & Liz Long		
Paul & Joanne Oman
Winston & Gisela Sorvig
Francis Kalvoda		
Norman Anderson		
Bud & Nancy Louis
Dirk & Rita Gasterland

Dodge:

Doing Overhauls Daily Gets Expensive
Drips Oil, Drops Grease Everywhere

35 years
35 years
25 years
25 years
20 years
10 years
10 years
10 years

Congratulations!

Pontiac:

Poor Old Nerd Thinks It’s A Cadillac
Plan On Numerous Trips In Another Car
Oldsmobile (sorry Bill!):

Old Ladies Driving Slowly Make Others Behind
Infuriatingly Late Everyday
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Overpriced, Leisurely Driven Sedan Made Of Buick’s
Irregular Leftover Equipment

Notes from the Corrosion Lab

This is my 1935 Pickup project that
I have been working off/on the last 10 years.
About 65% of the work has been completed -motor rebuilt, sheet metal work almost complete,
transmission
done and lots
of small items
to work on
and
install.
It’s been an
enjoyable /
sometimes
frustrating
work, but well
worth it (added side benefit: my wife
never bugs me
when working on the truck). For those of you
interested, I would be happy to share in the next
few issues some of the things I’ve learned along
the way.
For rust prevention, POR 15 is a good
product that seals out moisture and protects the

metal. When applying, all grease has to be removed. I normally sand or at least, wire brush
the area of application and then apply “Metal
Prep”. Once the Metal Prep is dry, I wash the
surface with
water from the
lawn hose and
let dry. At this
point you can
brush on or
spray on the
POR15. It’s
a good idea to
seal the paint
with POR15
sealer, for if
gasoline
or
lacquer type
paint comes in contact, it will likely bubble or
peel. I have also sprayed epoxy primer directly
over it with no problems. If you would like
more info, let me know.
30’s guy, Steve Seidl

Pizpor TCRG Banquet Huge Success, V-8 Power Transferred

On Sunday, January 11th, Grumpy’s
Grill and Bar was the scene for the annual
TCRG Banquet. Approximately 60 members
braved the cold and joined fellow members to
witness the “transfer of power” from Bill Gillies
to Bill Blood.
In fact, the club was so supportive of
the new President, one member almost gave up
an arm in support. Fortunately, Pizpor the Magician was so piz por, Ellen Dahlin was unable
to provide this demonstration of commitment.
Husband Dave seemed okay with that!
Club members all seemed to enjoy the
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social time, great dinners, a bevee or two, as
well as the lasting friendship that goes along
with being a member of TCRG.
The club wishes to thank the Gillies’,
Ditmanson’s, and Rosenberger’s for coordinating the banquet. Thank you as well to Dennis
Carney, who arranged for the evening’s entertainment, Piz Por the Magician and his Piz Por
Orchestra.
As part of the program, the new Officers were introduced (see cover photo), and the
outgoing officers were thanked for leading the
Club. Several awards were presented including

a 25 year anniversary presented to Ron Long.
“Fun Guy” Dennis Carney was presented a
clock by Bill Gillies for all his efforts over the
last 19 years. Congratulations!
Below are some pictures club photographer Ron Long took to commemorate the
event.

The G-rated Piz Por show turned X-rated with
the help of Dave Dahlin as members gasped in
horror :)
Piz Por the Magician and his House of Dum

The club “gave it up” for a great job from the 2010
TCRG officers. In fact, they felt so appreciated,
most are returning for another “round” in 2011!
Ellen Dahlin attempts to give up an arm of
support for the new officers. The attempt was
typical Piz Por, and failed miserably.

Outgoing President Bill Gillies
incoming President Bill Blood.

welcomed
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Piz Por and the audience joked about how
“piz por” the show was. Actually, Piz Por is a
talented Magician and quite funny. Thanks
again to Dennis Carney for arranging Piz Por’s
appearance at the banquet!

V-8 Times Back Issues Sale
We have been given by a gracious member
a very large collection of V-8 TIMES back issues.
Along with the back issues we have in the trailer,
we have the following for sale. This is a good time
to check your collection, and see if you are missing
any issues.
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

Mar/Apr, May/June, Nov/Dec
Mar/Apr, May/June, Jul/Aug, Sept/Oct
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year – plus extra copies of some
Complete Year
Complete Year
Complete Year
Complete Year
Complete Year
Complete Year
Complete Year
Complete Year
Complete Year
Complete Year

Individual issues are $4 each, and if you
purchase a complete year (6 yearly issues) that will be
$20. Call with your orders (651-482-8940). Reading back issues helps make the winter go faster.
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For Sale

Classified ads are free to TCRG members,
and will run for three consecutive
months
• 1934 stock “Ute” Pick-up (car front, pick-up
back). Built in 1970 and used regularly until
2002, and then refurbished. Engine, paint,
upholstery, new grille and Columbia two
speed rear end. Ready for another 30 years
of work. See online at www.hookedonclassics.
com Price $27,500. Cliff Helling 952-4461802
• 1935 Ford Slantback complete car number
5 condition total restoration needed $2400
Walt Johnson 651- 488-4007 hercules1954@
comcast.net
• 1949 Ford Custom 4 Door. New windshield
and rear springs. Year round daily driver.
Someone to fix it or buy it. BO. Dick Olson
763-561-2323
• $200 Gift Certificate for Golden RODtronics.
Won at the 2010 Back to the 50’s show. End
of year liquidation --- was asking
$100, now asking $50. That’s 75%
off ! Includes catalog for ordering. Catalog
includes remote controls, electronic door and
trunk openers, gauges, and power windows
as examples of offered items. Bruce Nelson
651-482-8940.
• 1950 Crestliner for restoration. Was
Sportsman Green & Black, now white with
brown vinyl top (I don’t know why either).
Solid North Dakota car. Original V8 has
been professionally overhauled and engine
and compartment correctly painted. $6500.
Francis Kalvoda, Willmar, 320-235-5777
• 1950 Ford Tudor Custom. V-8, needs
complete restoration -- stored inside for many
years. Car is located in Royalton, MN 320632-6306

• 1932 Ford Brookville 3/W Coupe Bodys
(2@), brand new, stock cowl vent-dash-floor
upgrades, at discount pricing, right now with
4 year wait. Also available, 1932 original
complete correct restored driving chassis with
(0) time on it.
• 1932 Ford Roadster, real Henry body, repro
steel fenders, black, brown L/B leather, tan
top, dressed 59A engine, 12v, wwsw, rings.
Super fresh.
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, Tan, all steel,
correct Calif. body-off resto, tan top, brown
L/B leather, woodgrain, dog, wwsw, rings,
super killer car.
• 1949 Mercury Convertible, all steel, 10 year
body off resto, 12v, R&H, power windows, lite
yellow, red interior, tan top, killer nice car with
test miles only.
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off,
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan,
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red,
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon,
one of the best in the world
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel,
green, dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car,
never rusty, dressed flathead
See all of BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
at (320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or
via e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with power divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, with
add on brake. Engine free. $1500.
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good.
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300
OBO.
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and
tires with hoist, no box. $1800.

Wanted

• Any year complete Lincoln V-12 engine;
stuck is OK. Virgil Schwanke, Willmar, 320979-1409
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifications
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker
to do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918

BJ’s Corner
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Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

