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T w i n C i t i e s R e g i o n a l G r o u p I n f o r m at i o n

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Bruce
Nelson, 2887 W. Owasso Blvd., Roseville 55113,
or e-mail NELSB01@msn.com. Rumble Sheet
material deadline is the 15th of the month. E-mail
body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of flathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Tw in Citi e s Re g i o n a l Gro up 2 0 1 0 B o ard o f Direct o rs
President

Bill Gillies

651-633-1564

Vice President

Bill Blood

612-722-4172

Secretary

Gordon Ditmanson

651-646-8103

Treasurer

Roger Wothe

952-473-3038

Editor

Bruce Nelson

651-482-8940

Activities Director

Team Effort

Team Effort

Membership

Joel Bergstrom

651-631-0091

Past President

Duane Shuck

952-888-7191

Sunshine Lady

Jean Shuck

952-888-7191

Archives

Jerry Felton

952-873-6754

Art Director

Ron Long

651-714-2740
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TCRG Activities

TCRG Glovebox

Wednesday, February 3, 2010, 6:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, Culvers of
St Anthony, 4004 Silver Lake Road NE
Minneapolis, MN 55421 (612) 781-3450
www.culvers.com. This is the annual planning
meeting, so be sure to bring ideas for 2010. See
Dobie’s Corner for more details.
Thursday, February 18, 2010, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Baker’s Square
611 West 98th Street, Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 881-4080
Fri - Sun, February 26th to 28th, 2010
WORLD OF WHEELS, River Centre, St
Paul, MN. TCRG is actively involved again. A
complete update is provided on page 5. Help is
still needed and appreciated!
Wednesday, March 3, 2010
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. Suggestions for
a meeting location should be given to President
Bill Gillies.

• Cover Photo: Mark Crichton grabbed a
picture of the beautiful TCRG cake before
the Grumpy’s staff sliced it up. Thanks to the
Gillies’ and Rosenberger’s for their efforts in
making the banquet a great success!
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Bill Gillies, Ron Long, Steve
Seidl and Mark Crichton for their contributions
this month.
• 2010 Dues: To those who have yet to pay
their dues, this is a friendly reminder to submit
ASAP. Your December Rumble Sheet had a
blue insert for dues. Still only $15! Thank you!
• World of Wheels: Still security slots left for
the World of Wheels. Contact Bruce Nelson
(651-482-8940) ASAP if you, and a family
member or friend can help the club make some
good money. See details on page 5.

Welcome New Member

Happy Birthday!

February 4 		
February 5		
February 9 		
February 10		
February 13		
February 18		
February 19		
February 20		
February 26		
February 26		

Joe Walczak
Sally Anderson
Chuck Granlund
Sally Tonsager
Ron Christensen
Vern Halvorson
Dave Braun
Tom Halfpenny
Roger Eide
Gary Rosenberger

Geoffrey and Melissa Beebe
26353 Freeport Ave
Wyoming, MN 55092
jeffbeebe1@gmail.com, 651-462-3512
Jeff ’s occupation is a pastor. He and Melissa
have a 1936 Ford model 68 Deluxe Tudor
trunkback and he says it’s in excellent condition.
Welcome to the club Jeff and Melissa!
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Dobie’s Corner

All Ford Picnic

31st Annual

All-

PICNIC and No-Trophy

CAR SHOW

FREE SWAP MEET

Y
Y! SUNDA
SUNDA

Come to buy! Come to sell!
• FREE Admission - as always
• For Sale signs permitted
• Concessions available

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM, rain or shine
St. Paul Ford Assembly Plant
966 Mississippi River Blvd South • St. Paul 55116 Ford Pkwy
and Mississippi Blvd (East River Road)
I-35W

I-94

• Public welcome - tell your friends!
Snelling Ave

46th Street

I-35E

East River Road

a)

• Could be the last year at the Plant

iawath

• MSRA Safety Inspection

55 (H

• Parking for non-Ford/misc. vehicles

Ford Parkway
Enter Here

For More Info:
John Titus
507-744-2770
john.titus@
americanmedicalsystems.
com
Dave Trucksess
952-431-1736
detbird55@aol.com

Ford
Plant

Car Photography © Ron Long,
StreetDreamsArt.com
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Hwy 62 Crosstown

M

Bring your favorite Ford,
Mercury or Lincoln

! S U N D AY !

June 6, 2010

Hwy

The Banquet was a huge success judging by
the comments members made on the way out. The
facilities were nice and the food met expectations as
well. Dennis Carney started off the entertainment
with a couple of sleight of hand tricks shaking the
foundations from his assistant. Piz Por the Magician
and the Piz Por orchestra were very entertaining
and well received. They performed better than
their name implied. Thanks to Sandy and Gary
Rosenberger for Banquet help.
Awards were handed out to outgoing board members
as well as one for Roger Wothe for providing ten years
of meeting facilities. The awards were provided by
Street Dreams.
We have three new Board members;
Roger Wothe is the new treasurer replacing Ron
Christensen, Gordon Ditmanson, the new Secretary
replacing Mike Wyman, and Bruce Nelson replacing
Mark Crichton as Editor.
Many thanks to those outgoing officers,
and welcome to the incoming board.
Marry and I thank you for the award we received.
Many club members deserve thanks for all they do;
consistently coming forward to help plan event,
participate and welcome new members.
February is upon us and we need more
participation from club members to work the World
of Wheels. I incorrectly stated that we would do 2
days, but we are back to the original one day and
an overnight. So please take a minute and fill in a
slot to work. This is a easy way for the club to make
money and only requires a commitment from the
membership; a little time and very little brain power.
Your bonus is you get in free and can see the cars,
a nice way to start getting back into the swing of the
hobby for 2010.
Remember, February is planning month.
Come with Ideas or a plan for a meeting, tour or
outing. If you have a destination in mind, sign up for
the month of your choice.
I am still waiting on information from South
Dakota. I did hear from two SD V8 members and
they suggest a fall tour might be best after Sturgis. If

any of you have any ideas let me know.
Dobie & Mary
wlgillies@juno.com

Co-Sponsored By: The Early Ford V8 Club and The Mini Birds

TCRG Art Director Ron Long has once again
done a terrific job creating the 31st annual All
Ford Picnic brochure. Mark Crichton will have
plenty at the February meeting for members attending those early car shows to help generate
publicity for the picnic. Thanks again Ron!

4

Happy
Anniversary

WORLD OF WHEELS
February 26, 27, 28, 2010
Saint Paul RiverCentre
175 W Kellogg Boulevard

“Only” 35 Years
George & JoAnne Baker
Joe Walczak
Dick Phillips
Howard & Judy Gilbert

We will be taking tickets, checking in
the exhibitors, watching doors, and providing
all night security. And we still need your help!!
This is an opportunity to make a lot of
money, for just a day’s work. We will need 14
people per 4 hour shift. You can work more
than one shift if you like, just sign up one name
per line. (shifts are 10 am to 2 pm, 2 pm to 6
pm, and 6 pm to 10:30 pm)
The nocturnal beings have already
stepped up to fill the night– thanks.
Remember, each volunteer will get a
3 day pass to the show (a $13 value); so that
you are guaranteed time to see it all. The swap
meet is back again along with the antique toy
show.
Once again you can bring a small cooler. We will try and make it so that you will be
rotated around the arenas (both floors); so that
you don’t spend all shift in one place.
For more information, questions, or to
sign up contact Bruce Nelson (651-482-8940).
Sign up sheet will be at the February
Meeting. But beat the rush, and get that spot
you want now !
Bruce Nelson

10 Years

Fred & Shirley Stuve
Harvey & Faythe Oberg
The TCRG Board wishes to recognize these
valued members on their anniversaries. We
genuinely appreciate your continuous support
of the club, and wish you many years of success, happiness and of course, great V-8’ing.
Congratulations!
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Other clubs like to end the year with a
party, but the TCRG likes to start the year with
a bash and 2010 was no exception. On January 10th a cheerful group of 52 revelers met at
Grumpy s in Roseville to kick off a new year of
V-8ing.
President Bill Gillies as MC welcomed
members old and new including a large turnout
from the Class of 72,
After feasting on steak or chicken parmesan the group settled in for the evening’s
entertainment. Denny Carney and his scantilyclad assistant warmed up the crowd for Piz Por
and the Piz Por Orchestra. The woe-be-gone
stand up comic regaled us with one-liners and
sleight-of-hand. Despite assurances that no V-8er’s would be harmed in any routines, JoAnne
Oman lost a hand, but only temporarily. (Paul
checked to make sure she still had her rings!)
Tom Sawvel and John Cramble proved worthy
foils during the routine. One mind-bending balloon-swallowing event produced a surprisingly
cute little Shih-Tzu. Pass the purell pleeeease.
After the hilarity subsided President
Gillies recapped the wealth of last year’s member-lead activities with special thanks to John
Titus, Vern Halvorson, Gary Rosenberger,
Bill Gillies, and Paul Oman for car tours. Also
thanks to Tom Halfpenny, John Titus, and
Bruce Nelson, and Bill Gillies and their rosters
of volunteers for the recurrent club car shows
and picnics. A hearty thank you was also expressed to Roger Wothe for the generous use of
his facilities for the monthly meetings!
The President then acknowledged with
gratitude the work of last year’s Board of Directors. Mike Wyman and Ron Christensen
(in absentia) received awards for their years of
service. The rewards themselves were original
auto art donated by Ron Long whose behind-

TCRG Annual B

Your 2010 Board (l to r): Roger Wothe, Treasurer;
Joel Bergstrom, Membership Chair; Bill Blood,
Vice President: Bill Gillies, President; Gordon
Ditmanson, Secretary; Bruce Nelson, Editor

Piz Por the Magician pointing the way for the
new year
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Banquet 2010

the-scenes graphic support to the club continues to be greatly appreciated. Mark Crichton
was acknowledged for his four years of incomparable effort as the award winning editor of
the Rumble Sheet and general get things done
guy. Thanks Mark. The ageless Bill and Mary
Gillies received a handsome mantle clock in
recognition of their countless contributions to
the club.
The 2010 Board of Directors was announced and remains largely the same with
President Bill Gillies continuing at the helm.
New members are Bruce Nelson as editor, Roger Wothe as treasurer and Gordy Ditmanson as
secretary to replace those stepping down.
Finally, Joel Bergstrom presented anniversary pins to several members. See page 5 for
names. Party goers then had an opportunity to
visit and peruse albums of photos preserved by
the Long’s for posterity.
Thanks to Bill and Mary Gillies and
Gary and Sandy Rosenberger for arranging
the banquet and to Denny for organizing and
participating in the entertainment.

Dennis once again proves that getting the
right present for Valentines Day makes all the
difference

Mark Crichton presents Bill and Mary Gillies
with the TCRG Recognition Award

Happy New Year,
Donna and Gordy Ditmanson
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1943 Guide to Hiring Women
The following is an excerpt from the July 1943
issue of Transportation Magazine. This was written for
male supervisors of women in the work force during
World War II.
Eleven tips on getting more efficiency out of
women employees: There’s no longer any question whether transit companies should hire women for jobs formerly
held by men. The draft and manpower shortage has settled that point. The important things now are to select the
most efficient women available and how to use them to the
best advantage.
Here are eleven helpful tips on the subject from
Western Properties:
1. Pick young married women. They usually have more
of a sense of responsibility than their unmarried sisters as
they’re less like likely to be flirtatious. They need the work
or they wouldn’t be doing it, they still have the pep and interest to work hard and to deal with the public efficiently.
2. When you have to use older women, try to get ones
who have worked outside the home at some time in their
lives. Older women who have never contacted the public
have a hard time adapting themselves and are inclined to
be cantankerous and fussy. It’s always well to impress upon
older women the importance of friendliness and courtesy.
3. General experience indicates that “husky” girls—those
who are just a little on the heavy side—are more even tempered and efficient than their underweight sisters.
4. Retain a physician to give each woman you hire a
special physical examination—one covering female conditions. This step not only protects the property against the
possibilities of lawsuit, but reveals whether the employeeto-be has any female weaknesses which would make her
mentally or physically unfit for the job.
5. Stress at the outset the importance of time, the fact
that a minute or two lost here and there makes serious
inroads on schedules. Until this point is gotten across, service is likely to be slowed up.
6. Give the female employee a definite day-long schedule
of duties so that they’ll keep busy without bothering the
management for instructions every few minutes. Numerous properties say that women make excellent workers
when they have their jobs cut out for them, but that they
lack initiative in finding work themselves.
7. Whenever possible, let the inside employee change from
one job to another at some time during the day. Women
are inclined to be less nervous and happier with change.
8. Give every girl an adequate number of rest periods

Can you guess who this proud couple is as they
drive away in their ‘35 Ford on their Honeymoon?
The year is 1937.
during the day. You have to make some allowances for
feminine psychology. A girl has more confidence and is
more efficient if she can keep her hair tidied, apply fresh
lipstick and wash her hands several times a day.
9. Be tactful when issuing instructions or in making
criticisms. Women are often sensitive; they can’t shrug off
harsh words the way men do. Never ridicule a woman—it
breaks her spirit and cuts off her efficiency.
10. Be reasonably considerate about using strong language around women. Even though a girl’s husband or
father may swear vociferously, she’ll grow to dislike a place
of business where she hears too much of this.
11. Get enough size variety in operator’s uniforms so that
each girl can have a proper fit. This point can’t be stressed
too much in keeping women happy.
Stolen shamelessly from the Columbia Overdrive
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Geezers, Gentlemen, and the magic of Breakfast

One of the more unique benefits of
this club is the monthly Geezer Breakfast. It is
always held around 9 AM on the 3rd Thursday
of every month at a location published in the
Rumble Sheet.
The unique part of this “Gentlemen’s
gathering” is the fact that the club typically has
15 to 20 club members attend! I was fortunate
to attend three of them this year, and my goal
for 2010 is six. I wish it could be 12! The simple
reason is it sets the whole day up to be positive. I had a great breakfast (the most important
meal of the day, doctor’s say), I resolved some
“issues” with my vehicles due to the vast “carguy” experience that shows up at these intimate
gatherings, and I felt like I was part of the group
thanks to a hearty welcome by all.
If you never had the inclination to attend a club breakfast before, you are missing a
terrific experience. The more the merrier is an
understatement. There are no cliques here...
just really cool car guys that like eating a good
breakfast among friends and talking about cars.
Whatever stresses of the day you have, the
breakfast takes you to a great place.
Now some members had the idea of
changing the name from “Geezer” to “Gentleman’s Breakfast”. In fact we tested that change
in a couple of Rumble Sheets to see if we could
accumulate any mileage. The concern was
“hey, I’m only 60, I don’t belong there.”, and
some members would stay away. To others,
this change was almost as repulsive as the conversion from the V-8 to the Y-block. But most
members didn’t really care because they knew
the name never symbolized “old age”, but “old
cars”. I found first hand that in this group, your
age, religion, political persuasion, etc. really
doesn’t matter; What does matter is (again), a
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good breakfast, great fellowship, and a genuine
passion for old cars, particularly V-8 Fords.
We have had the members (and sometimes friends of members) come with a variety
of agendas; 2nd (and sometimes 3rd) opinions
on a host of old car challenges; Unveiling of
a newly restored car (yeah, one more opportunity to drive your V-8!); Show off an important
rusted part recently found at the junk yard; Pictures of the last car or family event; Someone to
listen to the latest joke; Solutions to fix a weak
US economy; and many “answers” to a variety
of subjects.
The club has frequented a variety of
establishments in the past. I’ve highlighted the
usual eateries on page 10. We tend to go to the
these places at least every 6 to 8 months, mainly
because they serve a great breakfast, and they
are close to a few members who always seem
to step up and make the arrangements. These
guys truly understand what it’s all about, and
the club appreciates their leadership.
On the other hand, it doesn’t take that
much to “set up” a breakfast. A phone call to
the establishment to let them know what they
can expect (15 to 20 car-guys who like to sit together to eat, & want individual checks), then
arrive 10 minutes early to ensure they got it.
There are numerous eateries in the TC
area that offer a great breakfast menu, and are
begging for business in this challenged economy.
Bet you can find one around the corner from
your house! If you are not interested in doing
that, then that’s okay, as we got the “Breakfast
Club” set up. At least consider coming and enjoying what TCRG is truly all about: the 4F’s,
great Fords, great Food, great Fellowship, and
great Fun. Maybe we will see ya for breakfast!
Mark Crichton

Geezer Breakfasts

From your Editor

Curran’s Restaurant
4201 Nicollet Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55409
Louisiana Cafe
613 Selby Avenue
St Paul, MN 55102
Country Kitchen
7849 42nd Avenue North
New Hope, MN 55427
Baker’s Square
611 West 98th Street
Bloomington, MN 55420
Khoury’s Restaurant
5660 Bishop Avenue
Inver Grove Hts, MN 55076
Pippens Restaurant
2905 Snelling Avenue North
Roseville, MN 55113

Well here it is. The first issue from me
in a long time. Hope you enjoy it. Thanks to
Mark C for all he has done. We are far better
because of it.
Remember -- World of Wheels --- easy,
warm, and right next to an ice arena. Please
consider helping out.
Well, until the next meeting, keep thinking of things to write about and send in. This
time of year, we could always use a good garage
tale. Otherwise, the teams are on the road for
the next 2 weekends, so there will be lots to talk
about.............
Bruce

For Sale

• 1936 Ford 4 Door Convertible Also some 3536 & 50 Parts. brake linings for a 50, steering
column, bumper brackets, etc. John Cramble
763-572-9280
• 1946 Ford Bus Coupe, Parting out, clear
MN title. Joel Bergstrom 651-631-0091. email
bergieja@usfamily.net

The club thanks the following members for
regularly offering to coordinate the breakfast:
Bill Blood
Duane Shuck
Vern Halvorson
Bill Gillies
Let’s add a few more for 2010!
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body off resto, 12v, R&H, power windows, lite
yellow, red interior, tan top, killer nice car with
test miles only.
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off,
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan,
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red,
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon,
one of the best in the world
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car,
never rusty, dressed flathead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel,
body-off, Columbia, still under construction,
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black,
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off restoration,
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all of BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

Classified ads are free to TCRG members,
and will run for three consecutive months
The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
of GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with power divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, with
add on brake. Engine free. $1500.
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good.
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300
OBO.
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and
tires with hoist, no box. $1800.

BJ’s Corner

• 1932 Ford Roadster, real Henry body, repro
steel fenders, black, brown L/B leather, tan top,
dressed 59A engine, 12v, wwsw, rings. Super
fresh, not striped yet.
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, Tan, all steel,
correct Calif. body-off resto, tan top, brown
L/B leather, woodgrain, dog, wwsw, rings,
super killer car.
• 1949 Mercury Convertible, all steel, 10 year

Wanted

• #29, 2008 All Ford Picnic button, worked so
hard I forgot to pick one up, Mark Crichton,
612-801-3620
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifications
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker
to do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918
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Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

