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2008 Officers!2008 Officers!2008 Officers!
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The Rumble Sheet is the offi cial publication of  the 
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of  the Early 
Ford V-8 Club of  America and is sent to all current 
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the 
Early Ford V-8 Club of  America, and is a non-profi t 
corporation in the state of  Minnesota, dedicated to 
the preservation of  Ford motor vehicles and related 
historical materials from the era of  fl athead V-8 
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns 
so equipped from 1932 through 1953. 
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Twin Cit ies  Regional  Group 2008 Board of  Directors
President Bill Gillies 651-633-1564
Vice President Mike Wyman 651-644-5684
Secretary Bill Blood 612-722-4172
Treasurer Ron Christensen 952-472-2672
Editor/Webmaster Mark Crichton 612-801-3620
Activities  Director Gary Rosenberger 651-451-2937
Membership Tim Anderson 763-493-4655
Past President Duane Shuck 952-888-7191
Sunshine Lady Jean Shuck 952-888-7191
Archives Jerry Felton 952-873-6754
Art Director Ron Long 651-714-2740

T W I N  C I T I E S  R E G I O N A L  G R O U P  I N F O R M A T I O N
Meetings
Membership meetings of  the TCRG are held at 
7:30 on the fi rst Wednesday of  almost every month 
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change 
in time or location will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per 
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V8 
Club of  America (the national club) is a membership 
requirement of  the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark 
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN 
55347; e-mail to mark.m.crichton@pmusa.com. 
Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of  the 
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is 
preferred.
Advertising
Classifi ed ads are free to TCRG members, and 
will run for three consecutive months.  Display ads 
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of  
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance. 
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org(10/06)
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TCRG Activities
Wednesday, February 6, 7:30 PM 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting 
will be held at Environments, Inc., 13600 

County Road 62, Minnetonka. From I-494, 
exit at Hwy 62 Crosstown and go west less than 
a half  mile. First driveway on the right after 
Baker Road. 2008 Activity planning. See Gary’s 
write-up below. 
Wednesday, February 13, 7:30 PM
BOARD MEETING- Baker’s Square, Across 
from Little Dearborn, 2425 University Ave. SE, 
Minneapolis, MN  55414
Thursday, February 21, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Country Kitchen,  
42nd Street and Winnetka, New Hope. Thanks 
Vern Halvorson for hosting. 
Wednesday, March 5th, 7:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting will 
be held at Environments, Inc. More to come 
in the next Rumble Sheet
Sunday, June 1, 10AM to 3PM 
29th annual ALL FORD PICNIC at the St 
Paul Ford plant, St Paul, MN Maybe the last 
one at the plant!!! Let’s make the 29th the best 
effort ever! 

Activities UpdateActivities Update
 Wednesday Feb 6, 2008  7:30 pm 
Membership Meeting - Our meeting for 
February will be held at Environments Inc.  
13600 County Road 62, Minnetonka.
 We will have a regular monthly 
meeting with the new board members and we 
will discuss the up coming year. We need a few 
ideas as to what activities the club would like to 
do this summer. 
 The National Meet is in  Detroit this 
summer starting July 14, 2008 and I am working 
on a tour to get from St. Paul to Detroit. I have 

TCRG Chatterbox
• Annual Banquet Thanks: TCRG wants to 
thank Bill & Mary Gillies and Gary & Sandy 
Rosenberger for coordinating the Annual 
Banquet. Thanks also to Sandy for making the 
delicious chocolates that were on each table. 
Also, thanks to Tim Anderson who made all of  
the centerpieces for the tables. These members 
had a big impact in the banquet’s success!
• Dues is Due: If  you are getting a blue 
overdue notice in this Rumble Sheet (and your 
name is highlighted in blue), it’s because as of  
Friday January 25th, we have not received your 
$15.00 dues for 2008. We love having you as a 
member. Thanks for paying your dues ASAP so 
you can remain in the TCRG roster.
• Cover Photo: Introducing your 2008 
Offi cers, from the left: Editor Mark Crichton, 
Activities Director Gary Rosenberger, Secretary 
Bill Blood, Vice President Mike Wyman and  
President Bill Gillies. Treasurer Ron Christensen 
was out of  town and could not attend.
• World of  Wheels 2008: Look for a World 
of  Wheels write-up with pictures in the next 
Rumble Sheet. It was a great show, with another 
great team effortt by TCRG members.

been looking at taking the ferryboat across Lake 
Michigan with the old cars and I like what I see. 
It would save 100 miles and no trips through 
Chicago. The cost is about $60.00 per person 
and $62.00 for the car one way. If  you are over 
65 it is about $55.00 per person. These were 
2007 prices so they may go up a little for 2008.  
 If  you think you may be interested in 
this plan let me know ASAP so we can make 
the plans. I thought we could leave on Sat 
morning July 12,2008 and drive to Manitowoc 

Continued- bottom of page 8



New Members
No new members to report

After having the honor of  being elected 
to the highest offi ce of  the Twin Cities Regional 
Group I will have to live up the standards set by 
the Bylaws.  Lucky for me Mary is by my side 
keeping me on the straight and narrow.
 So what is ahead for the coming year?  
We are very fortunate to have capable people 
who continue to serve as chair people of  
ongoing events.
 Our fi rst event is the World of  Wheels 
money maker for our club. Bruce Nelson has the 
work sheet for signing up to help by taking tickets 
or serving as door security.  Tom Halfpenny is 
working out the details for the Early Ford V-8 
Display. Give them a call to participate in this 
fun indoor winter event.
 The All Ford Picnic is under way and 
in the planning stages with various people 
communicating via E-mail with the promise of  
another successful year at the soon to be closed 
Ford Plant.  Mark Crichton, Jerry & Maidie 
Felton, and The Titus Crew are on the job. 
Contact them if  you want to be a part of  the 
planning process.
 The big event will be the Grand 
National in Michigan in July. Individuals are 
talking of  touring to Detroit in a group or 
various groups. There is talk of  taking the Ferry 
across Lake Michigan and not driving through 
Chicago. There are now two ferries that cross 
the lake, one fast and one slow. Both require 
arriving at the dock in Wisconsin on time with 
no stragglers.  This I’ll leave up to the tour guide 
and those going.
 As you now know the rest of  the board 
are returning. They are all seasoned capable 
offi cers.  I plan to stay out of  their way and let 
them run their offi ces.  When you get a chance, 

Dobie’s Corner

(10/06)4 

February 4   Joe Walczak
February 5  Sally Anderson
February 9   Chuck Granlund
February 10  Sally Tonsager
February 18  Vern Halvorson
February 19  Dave Braun
February 20  Tom Halfpenny
February 26  Roger Eide
February 26  Gary Rosenberger

Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!

thank these people for their hard work and 
volunteer to help them out when they ask.
 While it is hard to beat the hospitality 
and accommodations of  Roger Wothe and his 
establishment, it is quite a bit of  a drive for all 
those in Woodbury, St. Paul, and points north. 
In your spare moments, think about a central 
location where we could meet part of  the time.
Bill (Dobie) Gillies

Grand National Meet
Dearborn, MI

July 13 - 19, 2008  July 13 - 19, 2008  J                
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1 9 4 1  F O R D  I N  F A R G O  G A R A G E  N A B B E D  F O R  
S N O W  E M E R G E N C Y  V I O L A T I O N  I N  S T .  P A U L

 When a car has survived as long Brian 
Nelson’s ‘41 Ford, it is safe to say it has gotten 
around. But even Brian can’t fi gure out how his 
broken down collector car got from his garage 
in Fargo, North Dakota, to collect a snow emer-
gency parking ticket in St. Paul. “It hasn’t run 
for ten years,” says an exasperated Brian. 
 Brian got the past due notice earlier this 
month; a letter that said 
his car had been ticketed 
along Robert Street in 
St. Paul during the city’s 
snow emergency on De-
cember 2nd. That was 
news to Brian, since his 
dust-covered, broken 
down Ford, hasn’t been 
out of  his garage in a de-
cade. “It’s just nuts, isn’t 
it?” he asks.
 Brian fi gures someone wrote down a 
license plate number incorrectly, which ended 
up being confused with the license number on 
his antique car plates.  It is the kind of  mis-
take Brian certainly thought he could settle 
with a phone call. But then Brian called the 
number on the letter and was connected with 
the Ramsey County Traffi c Violations Bureau. 

 He recalls the conversation like this: 
“’I’m sorry sir but the only way you can get out 
of  it is to come in and sit with someone and talk 
to them - and the other way is to pay the tick-
et.’” From 250 miles away, with his $50 dollar 
fi ne set to incur even more late charges, Brian 
didn’t like his options - and sent an e-mail to 
KARE 11.

 A call to the mayor’s 
offi ce led us to Henry Ung, 
a St. Paul public works su-
pervisor who oversees snow 
emergency tickets. Ung 
said he’ll do what he can to 
straighten things out.
“I mean if  it was purely 
somebody made a mistake 
why should he have to drive 
250 miles from (North) Da-

kota for a single ticket, that doesn’t make sense,” 
said Ung. Which should mean Brian Nelson 
won’t be coming to St. Paul -- and his 67-year-
old car can stay comfortably parked in his ga-
rage. “This car isn’t going to be the one to take 
me down there.”.  Sent by Francis Kalvoda



6 

The Club had a great turnout for the Annual 
banquet. Up front in this picture are the Shuck’s, 
Tabako’s and the Long’s.

Incoming President Bill and First Lady 
Mary Gillies appearing quite presidential

Founding member Cliff Helling told stories of 
how destruction and injury can be great fun!  

 The TCRG Annual Banquet was held 
at George’s Grill in St Paul on Friday, Janu-
ary 11th. Approximately 55 members were in 
attendance. The staff  at George’s prepared a 
nice meal for us, and a cash bar came in handy 
for some. President Duane Shuck did an excel-
lent job addressing the club. He announced the 
names of  the new offi cers and swore them in 
with the traditional “Henry’s Oath of  Offi ce”. 
He also announced the anniversaries of  nine 
TCRG members. See page 7 for the names.   
 Activities Director Gary Rosenberg-
er provided a “Year in Review”. Duane then 
awarded Gary and Sandy the TCRG Recogni-
tion Award for all of  there hard, innovative work 
in creating and coordinating multiple events for 
the club, particularly those terrifi c tours.
  Another highlight of  the evening was 
founding member Cliff  Helling telling some of  
his famous stories of  V-8 fun from a whole dif-
ferent perspective. Editor Mark Crichton gave a 
fi nal salute (I really mean it) to the Great River 
Rendezvous team for making the national meet 
such a success. 
 A big TCRG “thank you” to the Gillies’ 
and Rosenberger’s for setting up the banquet! 
Mark Crichton, TCRG Editor

THE ANNUAL BANQUET 2008

Outgoing President Duane Shuck “swearing 
in” incoming President Bill Gillies with 
Henry’s Oath of Offi ce
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President Duane Shuck congratulates Gary 
and Sandy Rosenberger on being awarded the 
TCRG Recognition Award

2007 President Duane Shuck congratulates Vern 
Halvorson and Jim Rucci on 30 years

New TCRG leader Bill Gillies addressing the 
club membership promoting a year of V-8 fun

THE ANNUAL BANQUET 2008
Congratulations to the following mem-
bers who achieved anniversary milestones 
in 2007. Anniversary pins are being mailed 
to those who could not attend the banquet. 

15 Years
Jerry Kohls  
20 Years

John Barnes
Bill Gay

Gary Rosenberger  
25 Years 

Charles Frick
30 Years 

Leo Anderson
Vern Halvorsen

Ed Bullis
Jim Rucci

Tom and Connie Halfpenny enjoying the 
banquet. Tom recommended George’s Grill for 
the banquet this year.Congratulations!
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 A superb and rare photo, made from 
what we believe is the original negative, of  the 
three 1950 Indianapolis 500 Pace Cars, which 
are two 1950 Mercury Sedans and a 1950 Mer-
cury Convertible. 
 It was the fi rst time ever that Mercu-
ry supplied the offi cial Pace Cars for the Indy 
500.  The two Mercury Sedans were meant to 
be used by the press, the Mer-
cury Convertible on the trailer 
was used by Indianapolis 500 
track offi cial Tony Hulman.  It 
would eventually be given to 
the race winner, Johnnie Par-
sons!
 The negative comes 
from the private automotive 
collection of  one of  Europe’s 
oldest Ford importerships that was in business 
since 1905.  We took over the impressive lit-
erature collection from the retired last owner. 
It consisted of  a vast collection of  mostly very 
exclusive automotive literature of  Ford and 
other famous brands in the automotive indus-

try. There are a lot of  old negatives, both on 
celluloid as glass plates, in the fi les we took over.  
We consider this material very historic.  Inter-
estingly, a part of  the collection consists of  rac-
ing images.
 Mercury was founded as an automobile 
marque by the Ford Motor Company in 1939.  
Ford wanted to create a new automobile brand 

in order to market near-
luxury cars slotted between 
entry-level Ford and luxury 
Lincoln models, similar to 
General Motors’ Buick (and 
former Oldsmobile) brand 
and DaimlerChrysler’s 
Chrysler brand. The Mer-
cury name comes from the 
“messenger of  the gods” of  

Roman mythology, and during its early years, 
the Mercury brand was known for perfor-
mance. Mercury was its own division at Ford 
until 1945 when it was combined with Lincoln 
into the Lincoln-Mercury Division.
Submitted by Francis Kalvoda

M E R C U R Y  P A C E  C A R S

Wisconsin. Sunday we can make the trip across 
Lake Michigan and stay overnight in Grand 
Rapids or one of  the other towns near by. Then 
Monday  we can drive into Detroit. We will 
discuss the details at the meeting. If  you can 
not be at the meeting let me know if  you are 
interested in the boat ride. You can check out 
the boat on the web at SS Badger.com. 
 After the meeting I will share with 
you some research I have been doing on the 
1951 Mercury hubcaps since I was chastised 
at the National Meet for not having mine done 
correctly. I will not bore you very long. 

 In closing I would just like to thank 
everyone at the banquet on January 11, 2008 
for the kind words and the standing ovation and 
the recognition I was given for the work I have 
done for the club. It was a total shock to me as I 
was at the board meeting when they planned all 
this behind my back. Thank you again for the 
kind words. 
 I would also like to thank Cliff  ER 
Helling for making an enjoyable evening at 
the banquet with his true to life stories and I 
would like to thank out-going President Duane 
Shuck for a successful year leading our club.                   
Gary Rosenberger

Activities Review continued from Page 3
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 A Japanese company (Toyota ) and an 
American company (General Motors) decided 
to have a canoe race on the Missouri River.   
Both teams practiced long and hard to reach 
their peak performance before the race. On the 
big day, the Japanese won by a mile.
 The Americans, very discouraged and 
depressed, decided to investigate the reason for 
the crushing defeat.  A management team made 
up of  senior management was formed to inves-
tigate and recommend appropriate action.
 Their conclusion was the Japanese had 
8 people rowing and 1 person steering, while 
the American team had 8 people steering and 
1 person rowing. Feeling a deeper study was in 
order, American management hired a consult-
ing company and paid them a large amount of  
money for a second opinion.
 They advised of  course, that too many 
people were steering the boat, while not enough 
people were rowing. Not sure of  how to utilize 
that information, but wanting to prevent an-
other loss to the Japanese, the rowing team’s 
management structure was totally reorganized 
to 4 steering supervisors, 3 area steering su-
perintendents and 1 assistant superintendent 
steering manager. They also implemented a 
new performance system that would give the 
1 person rowing the boat greater incentive to 
work harder.  It was called the ‘Rowing Team 
Quality First Program,’ with meetings, dinners 
and free pens for the rower.  There was discus-
sion of  getting new paddles, canoes and other 
equipment, extra vacation days for practices 
and bonuses.
 The next year the Japanese won by two 
miles. Humiliated, the American management 
laid off  the rower for poor performance, halted 
development of  a new canoe, sold the paddles, 

A Modern Parable

TCRG Website

and canceled all capital investments for new 
equipment.  The money saved was distributed 
to the Senior Executives as bonuses and the 
next year’s racing team was out-sourced to In-
dia . Sadly, The End.

 Here’s something else to think about: 
Ford has spent the last thirty years moving all 
its factories out of  the US , claiming they can’t
make money paying American wages. TOYO-
TA has spent the last thirty years building more 
than a dozen plants inside the US .  
 The last quarter’s results: TOYOTA 
makes 4 billion in profi ts while Ford racked up 
9 billion in losses. Ford folks are still scratching 
their heads.
If  this weren’t so true it might be funny!
Dobie

 If  you have been to the TCRG website 
lately, you probably noticed...well not much of  
anything. In fact, you would think the National 
Meet hadn’t taken place yet. I plan to fi x that 
soon, and spend the time getting things up to 
date. My crazy work schedule, combined with 
passion for the newsletter and leading club 
events has resulted in the website “slipping 
through the holes in the fl oorboard”. 
 Therefore I am soliciting the help of  
an assistant for both the Rumble Sheet and the 
Website. This member’s role would be to help 
generate material for the newsletter (i.e hound 
club members for good stories and dig up great 
fi ller), and keep me focused on keeping the site 
up to date. The job doesn’t pay anything, but 
I would buy you lunch occasionally. You don’t 
need to be a computer science major either. I 
will continue to stumble through the techy skills 
my son taught me before he left for Stanford. 
Thanks for your consideration! 
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For Sale
Classifi ed ads are free to TCRG members, 
and will run for three consecutive months
• Plenty of  Great River Merchandise available 
and ON SALE, including shirts, hats, knobs, 
and pins. Call the Gillies to place your order!
• 2001 Merc Sable LS, 70,000 miles, well 
maintained, Black with grey leather, larger 24 
valve engine, runs and drives perfect, $6900. 
Mark Crichton, 612-801-3620 (12/07)
• 1936 LB engine, crack free and turns $450.00. 
33-34 engine $400.00. Several ‘37 21 stud 
engines, bare blocks to complete runners. ‘50 
Merc block. ‘49 to ‘50 Ford rear window. Norm, 
218-724-3683, cell 303-818-7528 (9/07)
• 1951 Ford F3 Pickup All steel, body off  
restoration completely original.   Green body 
with varnished wood bed.  6 Cyl fl athead, 6 volt 
electrical.  Excellent condition always Garaged 
Bill Fredrick 763-560-8198 or 612-716-6656
• 1948 Mercury Coupe with Chevelle clip, 12 
bolt rear end, all parts epoxy primed, 350 eng 
/ 350 trans, MN title and plates, all the hard 
work done, must sell due to health, $5,500 or 
best offer, Dick Tempel, 651-776-2197 (3-07)
•  2 tables, formerly loaned to the Club.  
Recently replaced by light weight tables. One 
is 29 high, 30 wide, and 6’ long the other is 18 
high, 30 wide, and 6’ long. Would make great 
work tables.  Heavy enough to be tornado proof. 
Make offer, funds donated to the Early Ford V-
8 Foundation. Sorry, no delivery. Bruce Nelson 
651-482-8940 (7-07)
• 1932 Deluxe coupe & sport coupe bodies. 
Parts: Chassis, frames, front and rear ends, cross 
members, fenders, frame horn covers,  Running 
boards, grilles, hoods, deck lids,  dashes, gas 
tanks,  window garnish moldings, spare tire 
carriers, wheels, headlights and bars, radios, 
fl atheads and engine parts, transmissions, 

(10/06)
The following ads are from Gary Nielsen 
of  GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at 
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via 
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• Ford 8N tractor with small back blade. 
Mechanically sound-tires good-12 volt 
conversion $2500. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic 
Auto
• 1977 GMC 1 ton van. Great swap meet 
vehicle-runs well. $450 obo. Gary Nielsen, 
GEM Classic Auto
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, 
with add on brake. Engine free. $1500. Gary 
Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good. 
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300 
OBO. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and 
tires with hoist, no box. $1800. Gary Nielsen, 
GEM Classic Auto

etc. 40 year collection. E-Mail your needs to: 
brucethedeuce@usfamily.net or call Bruce 
Kolby  651 341 0361. (9/06)
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• 1932 Ford 3/W Coupe, steel, stock body, 
chrome under, 383-auto, wire wheels
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored, 
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off, 
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual 
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan, 
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Standard Coupe, steel, body-off  
restoration, grey, chrome caps
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red, 
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored, 
lite yellow, dressed fl athead
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red, 
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, green, 
restored, skirts, WWSW, super!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored, 
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon, 
one of  the best in the world
•1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, black, dressed 
fl athead, Columbia rear, wow!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Opera coupe, steel, grill 
guard, wing tips, R&H, WWSW, fogs
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green, 
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car, 
never rusty, dressed fl athead

• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel, 
body-off, Columbia, still under construction, 
• 1948  Ford Super Deluxe Coupe, killer black, 
dressed fl athead, body-off  neat!
• 1950 Ford Coupe, steel, maroon mild custom, 
tuck & roll, outstanding!
• 1953 Mercury Convertible, yellow & black, 
every accessory, super nice!
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black, 
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, red supercharged “F”, 
one of  two ever built by Ford
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off  restoration, 
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all  of  BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

Wanted
• Storage space to store Meet shirts, wine 
glasses, mugs, vases, knobs, pins, shop rags and 
all related Meet items. Contact the Gillies, 651-
633-1564
•1952 to 54 Ford passenger car rear axle 
assembly or center section with the ring and 
pinion gears. Preferably without the 3.31 ratio, 
all others are okay. Also, looking for a ‘52 - ‘53 
steering sector gear box. Robert Hestness 612-
724-9268 (5/07)
• Good used radiator for a ‘39 Ford pickup, also 
two good 6.50 6 or 8-ply tires and inner tubes, 
Keith Hillstrom, 651-628-9148 (2/07)
• Ford hand tools to make up a tool kit. Monkey 
wrench, Box wrench, screwdriver, small open-
end wrenches. Harvey Oberg, 651-739-9754
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet, 
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer 
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifi cations 
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker to 
do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918 “Here’s 
your opportunity to lay old BJ away”.
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