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Happy Holidays!

Santa and his Reindeer prepare for a busy night
Inside...

• Club Activities
• Dues Renewal Insert
• Meeting Minutes
• Ramblings with Gary
• TCRG Banquet Update & Registration

T w i n C i t i e s R e g i o n a l G r o u p I n f o r m at i o n
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of flathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the first Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Bruce
Nelson, 2887 W. Owasso Blvd., Roseville 55113,
or e-mail NELSB01@msn.com. Rumble Sheet
material deadline is the 15th of the month. E-mail
body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

Tw in Citi e s Re g i o n a l Gro up 2 0 1 1 B o ard o f Direct o rs
President

Bill Blood

612-722-4172

Vice President

Ron Christensen

952-472-2672

Secretary

Gordon Ditmanson

651-646-8103

Treasurer

Roger Wothe

952-473-3038

Editor

Bruce Nelson

651-482-8940

Activities Director

Gary Rosenberger

651-451-2937

Membership

Joel Bergstrom

651-631-0091

Past President

Bill Gillies

651-633-1564

Sunshine Lady

Jean Shuck

952-888-7191

Archives

Jerry Felton

952-873-6754

Art Director

Ron Long

651-714-2740

Webmaster

Mark Crichton
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612-801-3620

TCRG Activities

TCRG Glovebox

Wednesday, December 7, 7:30 PM
TCRG ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY, St
Michael’s Lutheran Church, See details below.
Thursday, December 15, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Emma Krumbee’s,
5660 Bishop Ave. E., Inver Grove Heights,
(651) 451-3880.
Sunday, January 8th, 2012 4:00 PM
ANNUAL TCRG CLUB BANQUET
Grumpy’s Bar and Grill (actually, Rose Vine
Hall Banquet Center attached to Grumpy’s),
2801 Snelling Ave, Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 379-1180. See the write-up on page 9.
August 20th to 23rd, 2012
EFV-8C CENTRAL NATIONAL MEET, in
Branson, MO, Headquarters Hotel - Radisson
Branson, $89.00 per night plus state and local
taxes. Large parking lot for V-8’s and separate
for trailers. Hotel located 1/2 block from main
Branson thoroughfare. Numerous restaurants
within 1.5 miles. Concourse on large grass area
of the Tri-Lakes Center, located 3.8 miles from
Hotel. Room rates available 3 days prior and
3 days following Meet dates. Visit the national
club website for more info!

• Cover Photo: A Bill Gillies photo clearly
illustrating the sheer power one member can have
over your leadership team! Left to right, Activities
Director Gary Rosenberger, Membership Chair
Joel Bergstrom, future President Kent Tabako, and
“Trailer Boss”, Milt LaPanta directing the team.
(Hey Kent, you missed a crumb...)
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The Editor
would like to thank Bill Blood, Gary Weyrauch, Bill
Gillies, Vern Halvorson and Mark Crichton for their
contributions this month.
• Bill Bergstrom Father Passing: Our
condolences go out to Bill and Sandra Bergstrom on
the recent passing of Bill’s dad. Our TCRG prayers
and thoughts are with you and your family
• Headquarter Machine Invite: TCRG has
been invited to a tech seminar sometime over the
winter months from Headquarter Machine and
Restoration in New Hope, MN (a TCRG advertiser).
Maybe someone can take the lead on this and
coordinate an enjoyable winter car event? See their
invitation on page 8.

http://www.earlyfordv8.org/

Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660
West County Road B, St Paul, MN 55113-4073
(651) 631-1510
Directions: From North or South: I-35W to
Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South,
turn right at first stop light (Cty Rd B) look for
church on left.   OR I-35E to Hwy 36, west on
Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first
stop light (Cty Rd B) look for church on left.
Plenty of parking.
Program: Bring a dollar to donate. Annual
TCRG Christmas Party. Please bring a Holiday treat to share. See you there!

Merry Christmas
December Meeting Info

Happy Birthday!

December 1 		
December 2 		
December 3 		
December 7 		
December 12 		
December 12 		
December 27 		
December 27 		
December 29 		
December 31 		

Jon Horkey
Terry Wold
Dave Fridlund
Bill Blood
Bruce Johnson
Donna Wold
Dick Punchard
Michael Wyman
Gwen Casura
Cliff Helling
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Bill’s Corner

Tales from the Ice

Winter is almost upon us as I write this
last column. The tomatoes on the counter are
almost gone. The only old vehicle to store for the
winter is the green ‘40 “Farm Truck”. If time and
temperatures permit, there are a few improvements
I’d like to make before storage. I’ll bet that more
than a of few of my fellow V-8ers would like to get
in a few more licks on the old car before the snow
flies and temperatures make work unpleasant or
impossible.
Next meeting, December 7, is our annual
Christmas party at St. Michael’s. Please bring a
holiday treat to share. I’ll be bringing apple cider,
both hot and cold. In the spirit of the season, please
remember the hungry. We’ll be collecting for MN
FoodShare again. Think back to when you were
desperate and hungry. I can remember, even though
it was long ago. Last year we donated checks totaling
$265 and a bag of groceries. MN FoodShare prefers
checks as they can buy in bulk with it, so checks go a
lot further (and are a lot lighter).
Coming in January is our annual banquet
where we welcome in our 2012 officers, thank
outgoing officers for their service, recap the year, get
entertained, socialize and have a wonderful meal.
This is also our club’s 40th Anniversary. Thanks
to Bill Gillies for making reservations for us, also
to Bruce Nelson for offering his assistance. More
information on the banquet elsewhere in this issue
and next.
Speaking of officers, we have a wonderful
slate of nominees for 2012. Thanks to all who
volunteered to run. Members, please take time
to vote. Remember to bring some goodies to our
Christmas party and a check to MN FoodShare if
you choose to donate.

Well, I went under the knife recently. According to Dr. Gordy, you can’t go scuba diving
without getting what I had fixed. Didn’t know that.
It is amazing what little bits of trivia you can pickup
at a monthly meeting.
The good news is that there will be a Central National Meet just down the road from us. If
you remember Branson Run 2001, you know it is a
great place for a meet. There certainly are plenty
of things to do and see. And the food choices aren’t
bad either. The dates are now set! It will be August 20 – 23, 2012. I
know that I enjoyed
2001, the shows, the
cars and the food.
Also, it is being run
(registration, hotel
accommodations)
by the National. We
should watch and
listen if we want to do it in 2014.
And, another year comes to an end. It sure
seems to go fast. It must have something to do with
the list of projects that you work on. Or maybe if
you purchase a new toy, like I did. It certainly can’t
be because you just wasted time.
Well, that’s it for another issue. May you
and yours enjoy the holiday season with all the
things you asked for being fulfilled, and all the best
for the start of another New Year.
And while on the subject of the New Year;
there will not be a 2012 World of Wheels. This was
an excellent fund raiser for us, and it will no doubt
be missed. (At least by the guys who always spent
the night there)
Well, that’s enough for this time…….remember, keep your stick on the ice. Bruce

See you at the Party
Bill Blood

4

Support our Advertisers!

November Meeting Minutes
The Membership Meeting was preceded
by a Board Meeting at which final nominations of
officers for 2012 were discussed prior to presentation
to the membership.
The meeting was called to order by President Bill Blood at 7:30PM at St Michael’s Church.
Treasurer Roger Wothe reported that we are in the
black after all bills are paid.
Editor Bruce Nelson requested articles for
the Rumble Sheet.
The Secretary asked for approval of October’s minutes.
Joel Bergstrom reported on membership
renewals. He would appreciate members’ renewals
as early as possible. It’s a great deal for only $15.00
a year. We have 91 members at this time.
Activities director Gary Rosenberger allowed that although cars are now packed away for
the winter, plans are in the works for next year’s activities. Send ideas his way.
Old business-Gary reviewed the Fall Tour.
Many of the trees had given up their leaves but
everyone in attendance had a great time and the
weather was beautiful.
New Business-The nominations for officers
for the 2012:
President------------Kent Tabako
Vice President ---- Gordon Ditmanson
Activities Director- Gary Roesenberger
Secretary------------Bill Blood
Continued on pg 9

Collector Car Insurance

Give us a call
Jim Lutes – Agent
Harmony State Insurance Agency
17 Center Street E, Harmony MN 55939
507-886-2100
877-385-8837
Insurance of all kinds
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Periodically the editor gets these wonderful emails from Gary
Weyrauch. Let’s just call them………...…. Rambling with
Gary:
To St. Louis Park Hot Rodder Clubs and all others
in MSRA or V-8 Ford Club and Bikers I hang out
with:
Sad to see one of my best high school basketball buddies past away last week. Richard (Dick)
Bracker had a basketball court in his back yard and I
played there every day until I got my first car in 1952.
(1935 Ford deluxe Tudor) Dick lived two blocks
from my home, but on the way, just one block away
while I was walking and dribbling my ball. Another
idol of mine was Bruce Fletcher. Bruce was about
four years older
than me and had
a 1934 Ford roadster Hot Rod. I
was only about
14 and pestered
him a lot to teach
me the hot rod
tricks. So my life
about 1934 Fords
started and never
stopped.
My 1935
Ford became my
custom car, but I needed a real hot rod like Bruce’s
‘34. In 1953 I found a 1934 Ford 5 window coupe
in a junk yard in Chaska MN. for thirty five bucks
and built my channeled hot rod. I bought a 1937
Ford Tudor fast back with a 1939 Mercury mill for
fifteen bucks and souped up the engine and dropped
it in the coupe. 		
The ‘35 had a stock ‘48
Mercury mill and would do a 100 real easy. The ‘34
coupe was faster at the light and anything over 100
was really flying low. The law back then was not
as easy as now and we had to have bumpers front
and rear, plus they wanted some what of a fender
on the car. I had a cut down 1937 Desoto bumper
on the rear and a 1932 Ford bumper on the front. I
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was going to put cut down tire tread covers on the
front, but never got around to it. So I just had a lot
of rooster tails and water in my face when driving
in the rain with the windows open. Now 60 years
later at Hershey last month I found a set of take off
front homemade fenders that turn with the wheels.
I bought them too late in life, but you never know
when I will need them again. Also last Saturday
while heading to a barn sale in Hastings, I saw a garage sale and what do I find, but a 1937 Desoto repro bumper. Why do I think I should have it? Again
you never know if and when I will use it, but so not
to get remorse later I gave him twenty bucks and
now have it in my collection.
Also the same day in Hastings at a flee market I found and
bought a MSRA
hot rod plaque.
This is a heavy
aluminum plaque.
I called some
MRSA members
about it and the
3rd member, Sonnen believes it is
about 80’s vintage. Got to go
now and work in
the antique store
today and make a buck to support my hobbies.
P.S. At Hershey this last trip I found and
bought a ‘33 - ‘34 fuel tank, good clean inside and
painted. Ready to install, but was told it had a small
leak on one side. Yesterday I removed the side
mounting panel where the leak seemed to be. Yes,
there was a very small hole from rust, so I filled the
tank with very hot water and Dawn dish soap to take
away the fuel vapors. Drained and dried the tank
and ground any rust showing away. I then added a
little more water before lighting the torch and soldering up the hole. Then degreased and etched the
area before adding a good coat of PC7 filler. Now
Gary’s Article concludes on pg 10
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TCRG Annual Banquet

Meeting Minutes continued from page 5

Annual Banquet 2012
Sunday, January 8th 4PM

Treasurer------------Roger Wothe
Editor----------------Bruce Nelson
Other offices remain unchanged.
Bill Blood opened the discussion about this
year’s Holiday party. Bill Gillies will head a committee to make plans. The date was set for Jan 8, 2012.
The December Meeting will be held again
at St Michael’s church at which time we will all share
in Christmas carols (singing required by everyone)
and treats of the holiday season.
TCRG will celebrate its 40th anniversary
in 2012 and the National Club will be celebrating its
50th anniversary. Bruce brought some prototypes of
shirts that will be available.
Joel introduced a prospective member John Gates
who has a ’53 Ford 2dr mainline. Welcome.
Sandy gave an update on Vern. He is at a transitional care facility and doing therapy, progressing
well.
The meeting adjourned and Bruce treated the
club with a slide show of his recent trip to Hershey.
Thanks, Bruce.

This year’s Banquet marks the 40th
year for TCRG! With that in mind or banquet
entertainment, we would like members to reach
back over the past years that you have been a
member and tells us something that you recall.
It can be a true story or not, a funny happening
or not, or anything you would like to share keeping it to about 5 minutes tops. We would like
to know in advance of the event so as to know
how much time to allow. If you have a tale to
tell please give it some thought before hand and
try not to “wing it” at the banquet. Please call
Gordy or Gary and tell them you would like to
share your tale. If we don’t have any volunteers
to speak we’ve arranged for home movies to be
shown from Bruce Nelson’s childhood.
This year’s Banquet will be at Grumpys
in Roseville due to time constraints and availability of locations. As the club population
ages it is nice to go to a place you’ve been and
hopefully can find again.
The menu will be; Chef carved Ham
& Roast Turkey, Sautéed green beans, Au Gratin potatoes and tossed green salad. We will
have Cake for dessert provided compliments of
Grumpy’s for registering early. Included with
the meal are soda, ice tea, and lemonade. Coffee will be provided by the club. Drink tickets
will again be given to each person with a $5.00
limit on mixed drink, beer or wine.   $27.25 is
the total cost which includes tax and gratuities.
There is an insert in this Rumble Sheet to mail
in with your monies and please call Bill
Gillies if you have an anecdote to share.
The Partial Banquet Committee.

Vern Halvorson Update
Some of you fine folks have some info on
my surgery. So I will attempt to sort of get everybody on the same page...
On the 24th of 0ct, after being told by orthopedic surgeon that the previous hip joint I had
done in March of 1987 was about to come loose
if not redone it could end up in my abdomen, and
the results could be very bad.......so the surgery was
done and a whole new hip joint was done. I am
in rehab and will be here for at least another week,
then its home for a while .
I do thank all of you for e mails, BUT maybe just the short important ones for now and I will
let you all know................
Thanks
VERN
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Ramblings with Gary continued from pg 6
all I have to do is smooth out the surface and paint.
Should be better than buying a high priced repro
tank that won’t be original.
Gary Weyrauch

A carefully chosen TCRG team (they were
available) loads Bill Gillies’ partially completed
‘48 Mercury onto Milt’s trailer to hopefully a
bright future in someone else’s garage other than
Bill’s.

For Sale
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Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months
• All sorts of items. I am thinning my garage. Parts
and miscellaneous items for Model A, 1946-48 Ford,
maybe a Mercury part or two, and tools. No lists,
call with your wants or arrange a visit to the garage.
Call me 763-544-7578 Vern Halvorson
• 1942 Ford Tudor DeLuxe, early model with chrome
bumpers and grille. Needs total restoration. $995
Leo L. Anderson Jr., 763-566-5625
1939 Ford 2 door standard for sale. Running original
survivor. Dick Olson 763-561-2323
• 1934 stock “Ute” Pick-up (car front, pick-up back).
Built in 1970 and used regularly until 2002, and
then refurbished. Engine, paint, upholstery, new
grille and Columbia two speed rear end. Ready
for another 30 years of work. See online at www.
hookedonclassics.com Price $27,500. Cliff Helling
952-446-1802
• 1935 Ford Slantback complete car number 5
condition total restoration needed $2400 Walt
Johnson 651- 488-4007 hercules1954@comcast.net
• 1949 Ford Custom 4 Door. New windshield and
rear springs. Year round daily driver. Someone to
fix it or buy it. BO. Dick Olson 763-561-2323

• 1950 Crestliner for restoration. Was Sportsman
Green & Black, now white with brown vinyl top (I
don’t know why either). Solid North Dakota car.
Original V8 has been professionally overhauled
and engine and compartment correctly painted.
Reduced to $5950. Francis Kalvoda, Willmar, 320235-5777

• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red, duals,
WWSW, great driver!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon, one
of the best in the world
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1932 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, restored, black,
built flathead. WOW!
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders, super nice
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice

The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
at (320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd rear
axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck with
power divider to run rear mount welder, $1200
OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, with add
on brake. Engine free. $1500.
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good. Engine
soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300 OBO.
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and tires
with hoist, no box. $1800.

PARTS
• Tired of your overheating 1933 or 1934 Ford
Passenger car or pickup? Here you go! All aluminum
radiator, with all brackets for mounting. Absolutely
stock configuration. Brand new, never installed, in
the box! Perfect $475.00
• 1939 – 1940 Ford passenger or pickup super nice
radiator from a 1939 convertible killer restoration
that got sold and converted to hotrod. Ready to
install, about 300 miles on the radiator $275.00
• Pair of original 1932 Ford passenger car bumpers
that are new chrome replated. Perfect, and spendy
at $800.00 each, OBO.
• Pair of newly replated bumpers for 1937 Desoto
with 4 perfect guards as well. Ready to install stock
or custom car. $1000.00
• One 1934 Ford bumper, repro, nice chrome, small
bow in it, easy fix then install. $100.00
• One original 1934 Ford bumper, new replating, still
in the wrapper, ready for 1000 point car $350.00

BJ’s Corner

• 1932 Ford Roadster, real Henry body, repro steel
fenders, black, brown L/B leather, tan top, dressed
59A engine, 12v, wwsw, rings. Super fresh.
• 1949 Mercury Convertible, all steel, 10 year body
off resto, 12v, R&H, power windows, lite yellow, red
interior, tan top, killer nice car with test miles only.
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off, Dearborn
blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual carbs
& exhaust, pines trim

See all BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos.com

Wanted
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• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifications
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker
to do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918

Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

