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The Rumble Sheet is the offi cial publication of  the 
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of  the Early 
Ford V-8 Club of  America and is sent to all current 
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the 
Early Ford V-8 Club of  America, and is a non-profi t 
corporation in the state of  Minnesota, dedicated to 
the preservation of  Ford motor vehicles and related 
historical materials from the era of  fl athead V-8 
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns 
so equipped from 1932 through 1953. 
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.

Twin Cit ies  Regional  Group 2008 Board of  Directors
President Bill Gillies 651-633-1564
Vice President Mike Wyman 651-644-5684
Secretary Bill Blood 612-722-4172
Treasurer Ron Christensen 952-472-2672
Editor Mark Crichton 612-801-3620
Activities  Director Gary Rosenberger 651-451-2937
Membership Tim Anderson 763-493-4655
Past President Duane Shuck 952-888-7191
Sunshine Lady Jean Shuck 952-888-7191
Archives Jerry Felton 952-873-6754
Art Director Ron Long 651-714-2740

T W I N  C I T I E S  R E G I O N A L  G R O U P  I N F O R M A T I O N
Meetings
Membership meetings of  the TCRG are held at 
7:30 on the fi rst Wednesday of  almost every month 
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change 
in time or location will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per 
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 
Club of  America (the national club) is a membership 
requirement of  the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark 
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN 
55347, or e-mail  mc56bird@comcast.net.
Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of  the 
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is 
preferred.
Advertising
Classifi ed ads are free to TCRG members, and 
will run for three consecutive months.  Display ads 
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of  
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance. 
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org
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TCRG Activities
Wednesday, December 3, 2008  7:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting 
will be held at Environments, Inc., 13600 

County Road 62, Minnetonka. From I-
494, exit at Hwy 62 Crosstown and go west less 
than a half  mile. First driveway on the right 
after Baker Road. The TCRG Annual Holiday 
celebration. See Gary’s write-up on page 5. 
Thursday, December 18, 2008, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Louisiana Café, 
613 Selby Avenue (at Dale St N), St Paul, MN 
55102   651-221-9140.  Thanks Bill Gillies for 
setting it up.
Sunday, January 11, 2009   6:00 PM
ANNUAL TCRG BANQUET DeGidio’s 
Restaurant, 425 West 7th Street, St Paul. See 
write-up on pg 5 from co-chairs Duane Shuck 
and Bill Blood.
February 6 to 8, 2009   “All Weekend”
WORLD OF WHEELS, River Centre, 175 
W. Kellogg Boulevard, Saint Paul, MN 55102. 
Web site: http://www.autorama.com/casi/
show/stpaul.html, See Tom Halfpenny’s write-
up on page 5. 

TCRG Glovebox
• Cover Photo: Duane Shuck submitted this 
picture of  his Mullins All Steel Trailer. Duane’s 
article on the Mullins Trailer is on page 6. 
• Rumble Sheet Contributors: The editor 
would like to thank Gary Rosenberger, Bill 
Gillies, Ron Long, Duane Shuck and Bill Blood 
for their contributions.  
• TCRG Christmas Meeting: A reminder to 
bring a unwrapped gift for Toys for Tots (teens 
are the biggest need), food or a donation check 
for Minnesota Food Share, and if  you can, a 
few cookies or bars to share with the group.
• No Meeting in January: As usual, the 
Club’s January Membership meeting will be 
the annual banquet, this year held on Sunday, 
January 11, 2009. See the write-up on Page 5.
• New Membership Chair: The Board 
is pleased to announce that Joel Bergstrom 
volunteered to take over the Membership Chair  
from Tim Anderson, who is relocating from the 
area. Thanks Joel! You will be a great addition 
to the team!
• New ‘32 Ford Book: Do you like, have an 
interest in, or own a 1932 Ford?  If  so, please 
check out the NEW 1932 FORD BOOK. It is 
redone and much more detailed with 2 volumes, 
620 pages and 900 photos.  Price: $75, $5.75 
S&H. Order before publication and save.
• Condolences: The Twin Cities Regional 
Group offers their sympathies to Dave and 
Colleen Fridlund on the loss of  their son Jeffrey 
Neil Fridlund on September 19, 2008. Jeff  was 
21 when he passed after a short and mysterious 
illness, later diagnosed as “acute hemorrhagic 
necrotizing infl ammatory process”. He was a 
senior at UW Madison and became ill while 
attending school. He will be greatly missed. 
Please extend your prayers and sympathy to the 
Fridlund family.

Happy Birthday!
December 1   Jon Horkey
December 2   Terry Wold
December 3   Dave Fridlund
December 7   Mavis Kisner
December 7   Bill Blood
December 12   Bruce Johnson
December 12   Donna Wold
December 27   Dick Punchard
December 27   Michael Wyman
December 29   Gwen Casura
December 31   Cliff  Helling



 Thanksgiving week and we are all 
reminded to be thankful for all our blessings. 
Mary and I include among ours the incredible 
friendships we have received through our 
club membership. Our club is blessed to have 
members that give unselfi shly of  their time and 
talents.  Be sure to thank the outgoing offi cers 
including some who have held their positions 
very capably for several years. 
 And now it is December and year end 
is fast approaching. But some of  the same issues 
remain. TCRG is 90 members strong and we 
cannot get anyone to run for some of  the club 
offi ces. This has been the problem for many 
years and it is hard for me to believe that we 
must rely on the same people to fi ll the offi ces 
over and over again. The club needs new 
offi cers to keep the club going with innovative 
ideas and not the same old routine year after 
year. This year instead of  a ballot, we will just 
have a page for volunteers to sign up and step 
forward. You can write the position you would 
prefer on the back of  your Banquet sheet and 
we will take it from there. 
 The offi ces fi lled thus far:  Treasurer; 
Ron Christensen has indicated that he will 
remain. Joel Bergstrom has stepped forward to 
fi ll the Membership Chair. Mike Wyman said 
he would take the Secretary position and Mark 
Crichton said he will continue as Editor. 
 Gary Rosenberger has done an 
outstanding job the past few years as Activities 
Director setting the bar rather high. However 
anyone with an interest in assuming this position 
would have help from past Activities Directors. 
It would not be an overwhelming task.
 The World of  Wheels event is fast 
approaching in early February, and if  you want 
to show your pride and joy please see Tom 

Dobie’s Corner
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Halfpenny.  Maybe BJ could supply all the cars 
for the show and we could make the theme a 
used car lot like we did back in the beginning 
of  TCRG. The best part would be all the cars 
would really be for sale, this would benefi t the 
club membership by not being bothered getting 
a car out, and BJ having a big audience.
 January is also the annual banquet so 
don’t forget to sign up for your meal choice 
and return the forms included with your check. 
Denny Carney and members from the comedy 
club will provide the entertainment. It should 
be a fun evening.
 January also means the annual DUES 
is due once again. Be sure to pay them in time 
to have your name in the Roster. 
Dobie & Mary         
wlgillies@juno.com

(2008)

(2008)(2008)
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Activities Update
WEDNESDAY, DEC 3, 2008  7:30pm 
 Our membership meeting for Decem-
ber will be held at Environments Inc. We will 
have a regular monthly meeting. Then it is our 
Christmas tradition for Kent Tabako to collect 
gifts for the Toys for Tots Program. If  you could 
bring a unwrapped toy or appropriate gift for 
a child. The need is high for teen children but 
any age group is fi ne. 
 Then Bill Blood will be accepting 
checks for the Minnesota Food Share program. 
The money is used to buy food for the food 
shelves in Minnesota. We have had some great 
response in the past for these programs and this 
year the need  is even greater. 
 Then we have a share a cookie pro-
gram. If  you have any spare holiday cookies or 
bars that you would like to share with the group 
please bring a small plate and we will  taste test 
all the different kinds. After the business part 
of  the meeting we will have time to spend with 
each other and visit while we eat the treats. 
Also, it is fun to see what other people collect as 
we saw at the last meeting. 
 For our Christmas meeting bring a 
Christmas item that you have that is really old, 
odd, or car related to the Christmas season. 
Lets see what you have hidden in your closet.  
We can display the items on our tables as we 
mingle and enjoy each others company. The 
night will be fi lled with fun and merriment .     
Gary Rosenberger 

 Before you put that ‘32-’53 Ford built 
vehicle away for the winter, remember that the 
TCRG club participates in the World of  Wheels 
show.  Show dates for 2009 are February 6-
8.  We have 6 spaces to fi ll up which means 4 
cars or trucks and 1 Mike Timmermans ‘42 
Fire Truck.  Hope Mike will consider the show 
this year as his Fire Truck is an attention get-
ter just like Ron G’s ‘41 Zephyr. Maybe Ron L. 
will consider bringing his ‘37.  Tom Fritz might 
have the woodie ready for the show and Paul 
& Joanne Oman usually trailer something from 
Chippewa Falls. Then we could have Duane’s 
Cabriolet or Dave & Ellen’s ‘40.  We’ll even get 
a pull down cap for Ellen this year! Who knows, 
my phone might just be ringing off  the hook 
with volunteers!  Either call me at 651-738-
0838 or email: tmhalfpenny@msn.com.  Better 
hurry while spaces are left!    Tom Halfpenny

World of Wheels 2009

 The TCRG Annual Banquet will be 
held on Sunday, January 11, 2009 at DeGidio’s 
Restaurant, 425 West 7th Street, in St Paul. It is 
located about 1⁄2 mile west of  the Xcel Center 
or about 2.2 miles east of  I-35E (or 2 blocks 
east of  Mancini’s) at Douglas Street. The menu 
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will include a choice of: 10 ounce Top Sirloin 
Steak, Walleye Filet or Chicken Alfredo. These 
will include the usual accompaniments of  let-
tuce salad, baked potato (except pasta with 
Chicken), vegetable, bread and a beverage. 
 The Social hour will begin at 6:00pm, 
with dinner at 7:00pm. There will be the usu-
al awards, accolades, puns and introduction 
of  the new Board for 2009. We will also have 
some great entertainment, so be sure to attend.
The information fl yer and registration form 
are in this Rumble Sheet. The dead line 
for meal reservations is Monday, January 5. 
 Make your meal choice and send in your 
payment per instructions on the reservation form. 
Dues renewal can be made on the same form. 
Use this form to pay your dues, even if  you do 
not attend the banquet. We hope everyone will 
be able to attend. This is the most fan, non-driv-
ing event that we have each year. See you there.
Duane Shuck & Bill Blood, Co-chairs

2009 TCRG Banquet



6 

T H E  M U L L I N S  A L L  S T E E L  T R A I L E R  
B Y  D U A N E  S H U C K

 Most of  you have heard of  the Mullins 
Trailer, but many of  you may not know the his-
tory behind the little trailer. It was manufactured 
by the Mullins Manufacturing Corporation in 
Salem, Ohio. It was designed and patented in 
early 1936 and was produced in 1936 and 1937. 
Total production was 3,000 to 4,000 units. The 
suggested price of  the trailer was $119.50 as 
printed in their advertising literature. 
 The predecessors to the Mullins Manufac-
turing Corporation began operation in 1872 as a metal 
stamping operation. They stamped out cornices and 
ornaments, metal ceilings, cupolas and metal kitch-
ens. In the early 1900’s they produced metal boats 
and began stamping out body parts for automobiles. 
During WWI they produced gas masks and airplane 
parts. After the war, they stamped washing machine 
tubs, radiator covers, statues, metal lath, signs, cook 
stoves, window frames, gas pumps and the little 
clamshell trailer. The largest statue that Mullins ever 
produced was “Hermann the German”, the 32 foot 
giant that stands atop the gazebo in New Ulm, MN.
 There was only one design for the “Red 
Cap” trailer. The body was cold fi nished, drawn 
steel welded into one piece, reinforced to withstand 
road stresses. There were no bolts, no screws, no 
wood and a one piece turret top. It was 65 inches 
long, 47 inches wide and 29 1/2 inches high at the 
center. The top closes on a rubber seal to keep out 
water, dirt and dust. The tailgate drops to a horizon-
tal position for easy loading. The top is spring loaded 
to assist in raising, and has locking latches to protect 
the contents. (The latches are from the 1935 and 36 
Ford touring sedans.) The fenders are fully crowned.
 The trailer came on a channel frame with 3 
cross members. The axle was a straight I-beam with 
the wheel hub welded to each end. The hubs appar-
ently came in several varieties, probably to match the 
wheels on the purchaser’s vehicle, since a spare tire 
was not supplied with the trailer. The trailer weighed 
465 pounds and had a capacity of  1,200 pounds.
 The factory color was Admiral Moffett 

Gun Metal (Gray) but could be ordered to match 
any car at an optional extra charge. The wheels 
were 17” artillery style with 5.25 x 17 tires. The 
hitch was designed to accept a PA “ ball (which is 
not available today) and used a tapered pin that was 
screwed into the hitch to secure it to the ball. A left 
side tail/license light bracket was an optional item, 
as was a handle to hook onto the hitch to ease in 
moving the trailer by hand. There was also a tent 
accessory option that included a canvas cover with a 
zipper opening that fi t over the top when in the open 
position. This option included two air mattresses, 
two air pillows and a hand pump to infl ate them.
 The Mullins Red Cap Trailer is a rare and 
interesting collector item. The original steel trailers 
are diffi cult to fi nd, especially in good condition, 
but fi berglass reproduction bodies, fenders and tops 
are available. The repo units are easy to spot since 
the tailgate does not open. The trailer pictured with 
this article (see cover), serial number 1184, was re-
stored in the early ‘80’s and was owned by former 
TCRG member Mike Maxwell. Another member. 
Bob Parmelee, purchased the trailer many years 
ago. Just prior to the National Meet in Winona, I 
contacted Bob about a trailer that I had found near 
St Peter, MN. During our discussion. Bob said that 
he had found another nice trailer to restore and 
offered to sell either that one or number 1184, 
which was already restored. I opted for the restored 
one and Bob offered to bring it from Texas to the 
meet in Winona. A free ride from Winona to the 
Twin Cities on Ron Goette’s trailer helped get it 
to my house. The trailer fi ts nicely behind my ‘35 
Cabriolet, but it would look better in a matching 
gray rather the current black. Maybe some day....
 There is a 184 page hardbound book titled, 
“Mullins Red Cap Utility Trailer”, written by Rob-
ert Parmelee. The cost of  the book is $34.95 and is 
available through Bob. He is also the editor of  the 
quarterly newsletter for the Mullins Owners Club. 
If  anyone is interested in the book or in the Mullins 
Owners Club, you can contact me at 952-888-7191.
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FALL LEAF TOUR, REVISITED
 I received some great pictures from Ron 
and Liz Long from the October Fall Leaf  Tour, 
and wanted to share them with the club.  I wish 
you could see the color versions, because the 
roads Gary and Sandy Rosenberger planned 
out for us was really terrifi c. It should help you 
look forward to next year’s events!!!

Top left: Tour cars lined up in Durand, WI for little lunch; Bottom left: Inside the Nelson Creamery 
where the tour group stopped for ice cream. The line shows just how popular it was!; Bottom Right: 
Tours cars align Main Street in Durand, WI; Scenic Pictures: Taken by Liz Long as the tour winded 
through the beautiful Wisconsin countryside.

P H O T O S  B Y  L I Z  A N D  R O N  L O N G  
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 The November Membership meeting 
was a great time with members bringing some 
of  their “stuff ” to Show ‘n’ Tell. As you can see 
from Ron Long’s pictures, the members had 
some really cool items. Secretary Bill Blood re-
ported the usual business meeting took place 
prior to the Show ‘n’ Tell. The offi cers gave 
their updates. Other topics discussed included 
the annual banquet, 2009 offi cers update, na-
tional club news, local club news and upcom-
ing activities. Most of  the details can be found 
in various spots in the Rumble Sheet. Bill also 
reported very little progress has been made on 
obtaining a new club trailer. 

Gary Weyrauch and Duane Shuck brought 
some of their Mullins trailer memorabilia while 
Gary’s pets eyed him hungrily.

Werner Langenbach’s ad exactly depicted his 
‘36 Tudor.

Dear TCRG Members,
 Well, it’s the end of  another term for me.  
Once again, I want to thank you for supporting me, 
and for supporting the Early Ford V-8 Club.  I leave 
you in good hands with new North Central Direc-
tor Lou Mraz from Colorado.  Lou has been on the 
Board previously and also has served as National 
President in 1985 and 1986.  Lou is an Early Ford 
(and Mercury) guy, and he likes to drive them. I 
know you will be well represented.
 It has been an honor to serve as your Di-
rector since 1985, and although back then, I had 
no clue what was to come, I can say that it all has 
been positive and in the best interest for the Club.  
We have grown by adding additional years to the 
Club (1949-1953), and we have re-apportioned the 
Regions to better represent the membership.  This 
will end my seventh term (although not contiguous) 
representing you.  It has been my pleasure serving 
you and helping you get answers for your questions 
and issues.
 I will continue to be active in the Club.  I 
already have plans for 2009, and know for certain I 
will be attending the Face to Face Meeting in Febru-
ary, and I am currently registered for the 2009 East-
ern National Meet in Windsor CT.  I will continue 
assisting Charlie Gunn in coordinating the annual 
Hershey V-8 Club booth, and look forward to meet-
ing some of  our members from all over the world in 
October.
 I invite you to continue to be active in 
the Club, and suggest you check out some of  the 
smaller fun events that Regional Groups host dur-
ing the year – The Spring Fling, The Texas Tour, 
The Colorado Tour, and others that are out there.  
These are fun, and short little Meets that promote 
V-8ing and friendship amongst the members.
 So, again, thank you for your support and 
friendship.

Bruce Nelson
North Central Director
Early Ford V-8 Club

National Director Letter Show ‘n’ Tell Meeting
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The ladies exhibited their usual enthusiasm and 
excitement.

Bill Gillies’ collection included crystal radios 
and portables from his youth.

Bruce Nelson had a nice large collection of Ford 
post cards.

Gary Rosenberger is taking the search for new 
offi cers seriously as he showed off a few of his 
Daisy Red Ryder BB guns. 

Glenn Kelly told a fan vibration tale.

Joel Bergstrom’s nice ‘53 Pickup graced the 
cover of a recent calendar.

TCRG SHOW ‘N’ TELL
N O V E M B E R  M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G  
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For Sale
Classifi ed ads are free to TCRG members, 
and will run for three consecutive months
• Five 16inch wheels for 46 Ford. $60.00. 
California car cover for 46 Ford 2 Tudor $60.00 
Dan Welch  763-434-7804
• 1937 Ford Standard Pickup, 85 fl athead runs 
great, 9000 mile engine rebuild, entire  drive 
train factory-original, cable brakes stop well, 
excellent condition throughout, $19,950, ready 
for a change, Mark Crichton, 612-801-3620, 
mc56bird@comcast.net 
• 1991 Ford F150 Lariat, very clean , 53K miles, 
302 V-8, 2wd, loaded, $3991 Francis kalvoda, 
320-235-5777 (5/08)
• Portable 3 ton cheery picker -- $100 -- engine 
stand (works all engines) $40 -- steel Cadillac 
(1948-50) air cleaner $40, Pat Minor 763-300-
1070 or 763-427-8986. (5/08)
• ‘40 Ford RF fender, $150: ‘51/’52 2dr HT 
back glass, $35, Francis Kalvoda, 320-235-
5777 (5.08)
• 1936 LB engine, crack free and turns $450.00. 
33-34 engine $400.00. Several ‘37 21 stud 
engines, bare blocks to complete runners. ‘50 
Merc block. ‘49 to ‘50 Ford rear window. Norm, 
218-724-3683, cell 303-818-7528 (9/07)
• 1951 Ford F3 Pickup All steel, body off  
restoration completely original.   Green body 
with varnished wood bed.  6 Cyl fl athead, 6 volt 
electrical.  Excellent condition always Garaged 
Bill Fredrick 763-560-8198 or 612-716-6656

The following ads are from Gary Nielsen 
of  GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at 
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via 
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• Ford 8N tractor low hours in great condition 
with back blade, $2400. Gary Nielsen, GEM 
Classic Auto 
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd 
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half  ton. Very unique truck 
with power divider to run rear mount welder, 
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great 
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete, 
with add on brake. Engine free. $1500. Gary 
Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good. 
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300 
OBO. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and 
tires with hoist, no box. $1800. Gary Nielsen, 
GEM Classic Auto
• WANTED: 1955-56 T Bird in fully usable 
condition, good driver is fi ne, prefer two tops.
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• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored, 
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off, 
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual 
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan, 
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red, 
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red, 
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, green, 
restored, skirts, WWSW, super!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored, 
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon, 
one of  the best in the world
•1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, black, dressed 
fl athead, Columbia rear, wow!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Opera coupe, steel, grill 
guard, wing tips, R&H, WWSW, fogs
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green, 
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car, 
never rusty, dressed fl athead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel, 
body-off, Columbia, still under construction, 
• 1948  Ford Super Deluxe Coupe, killer black, 

dressed fl athead, body-off  neat!
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black, 
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off  restoration, 
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all  of  BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

Wanted
•1952 to 54 Ford passenger car rear axle 
assembly or center section with the ring and 
pinion gears. Preferably without the 3.31 ratio, 
all others are okay. Also, looking for a ‘52 - ‘53 
steering sector gear box. Robert Hestness 612-
724-9268 (5/07)
• Ford hand tools to make up a tool kit. Monkey 
wrench, Box wrench, screwdriver, small open-
end wrenches. Harvey Oberg, 651-739-9754
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet, 
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer 
restored, well-maintained. Slight modifi cations 
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker to 
do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918 “Here’s 
your opportunity to lay old BJ away”.

BJ’s Corner

(2008)

Merry Christmas
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