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Grand National Celebration

is now in the rear view mirror!
INSIDE...
• Club Activities: Plenty to do!
•Grand national Meet Pictorial
• New Brighton Stockyard Days Car Show

T W I N C I T I E S R E G I O N A L G R O U P I N F O R M AT I O N

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the ﬁrst Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN
55347; e-mail to mc56bird@comcast.net. Rumble
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the month. Email body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classiﬁed ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

The Rumble Sheet is the ofﬁcial publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-proﬁt
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of ﬂathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.
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TCRG Activities

Wednesday, August 6, 2008 4 to 10 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING- Annual TCRG
picnic at Wabun Park at 4820 46th Ave So. in
South Mpls. I was incorrect last month. You
don’t need to bring a thing, it is 100% catered
by TCRG. Be sure to call Gary @ 651-4705992 and let him know how many are coming.
See Gary’s write-up on page 5.
Saturday, August 9th, 2008, 9:00 AM
Perimeter fence installation, jolly good fun,
work gloves recommended, NEW BRIGHTON
CAR SHOW, Long Lake Park. See Bruce’s
write-up on page 9.
Sunday, August 10th, 2008
NEW BRIGHTON CAR SHOW AND SWAP
MEET, plan now to work a shift, and enjoy
some great food at the Stockyard Days fair!
Bruce will have the sign-up sheet at the August
picnic & meeting, but don’t wait, call him now.
See Bruce’s write-up on page 9.
Thursday, August 21, 2008, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST- Our Bar & Grill 500
5th Ave, New Brighton, 651-332-5950. Exit
35W at county road E2 and go west to stop sign.
(not the sign at the end of the bridge). Cross 5th
st and turn right into parking lot. Coming from
the west on 694 exit at Long Lake rd. Go to 2nd
stop light turn right, go south through stop light
then turn right at stop sign. It’s on the corner.
August 23 to 26, 2008
AUBURN MOTORFEST IV, Auburn, IN
Schedules and Information available on the
Foundation’s website, fordv8foundation.org
Wednesday, September 3, 2008
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
More information to come in September
Rumble Sheet, just get it on the calendar for
now!
Saturday, September 6, 2008

JAMES J. HILL DAYS, Downtown Wayzata,
MN, Fun Car Show and Wayzata Street Fair
RECURRING EVENING CRUISES
Fun, relaxing cruises virtually every weekend
across the Twin Cities.
Friday, August 8, 15, 22, 29, 6 to 10 PM
NORTH ST PAUL FRIDAY NIGHT
HISTORY CRUZE, 7th Avenue in North St
Paul just off 36th St.
Friday, August 8, 15, 22, 28, 5 to 9 PM
PRIOR LAKE’S ROLL-IN, Car Show on
Prior Lakes’ Main Avenue (off route 13).
Saturday, August 9th & 23rd, 5 to 10 PM
HISTORIC HASTINGS CRUISE-IN, 2nd
Street, between Spring & Tyler St, Hastings
Every Thursday, 5 to 10 PM
MINNETONKA DRIVE IN, “Hot Rod
Thursdays”, Original 60’s Drive-in with curb
service & car hops, Bring the whole family for
a burger and a malt, 4658 Shoreline Drive,
Spring Park, MN 55384

TCRG Glovebox
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• Cover Photo: Duane and Jean Shuck enjoyed
cruising the streets of historic Dearborn Village
in their ‘53 Ford Tudor. Everyone who drove a
V-8 had the opportunity to cruise the Village
during the 2008 Grand National Meet. Plenty
more pictures inside!
• Ford Plant Remains Open: Many of you
have already seen this reported, but if not,
GREAT NEWS, the St Paul Ford assembly
plant will remain open until at least 2011! The
All Ford Picnic should be a reality for at least
two more years! Make ice!!!
• Thank you for the Pics: The editor wishes
to thank Tom Halfpenny, Ron Long, Gary
Rosenberger and Bill Gillies for submitting the
Grand National Meet pictures for this Rumble
Sheet. I wish I could have been there!

Dobie’s Corner

An old equine saying, “Ridden hard
and put away wet” could have applied to the
returning V-8’ers from Michigan. After a week
of hot humid days in Dearborn we really got
drenched on the way home. All of those who
drove no matter which route they took, everyone
got wet!
That it was an adventure ﬁlled trip for
those who drove, would be an understatement,
but it was also a fun ﬁlled trip. From our club,
those who drove old V-8’s (and one 6 cylinder)
were; Bruce Nelson, Pat Minor (driving Owen
Jordet’s car), Ditmansons, Longs, Shucks,
Halfpennys, Rosenbergers, and Mary and
I. Driving modern were Tabakos, Gilberts,
Hellings with (no tickie) Feltons riding shotgun,
Joel Bergstrom and Bill Blood, the Christensens,
Crambles, Dave Braun, Bruce Johnson and
Milt LaPanta. The Parmelees attended but they
took the long way!! I hope I haven’t left anyone
out but as I ﬁght V-8 lag, I may have missed
someone.
I’m sure someone will write a more
detailed article with all the events to and from
the meet. The group that drove together
had many adventures from riding the car
ferry across the lake to bailing water during
the torrential downpour on the way home.
We toured museums, HOT engine rooms,
submarines, decaying factory buildings and
airports to mention a few. There were no major
car problems that couldn’t be ﬁxed or rigged or
ﬂat bedded until we got home. However, there
were a few stops with hoods up and mechanics
assembled.
Our club did quite well in the judging
and received a number of trophies. Everyone
who drove or hauled a V-8 received an award at
the banquet whether it was in touring or point

judged. We had a great time on the tours and
during the planned events. TCRG held a pizza
party on Wednesday night in the Hyatt’s coffee
shop. That was great fun with many stories!!
We renewed acquaintances and friends from
last year’s meet. Many members greeted us
and told stories about the Winona Meet. On
judging day, TCRG had a circle of lawn chairs
that served as informal club headquarters
where the guys could cool off, vent, and hydrate.
Much conversation and laughter ensued. There
were many exciting moments, tense moments,
exasperating moments, hilarious moments, and
that was just at the events let alone judging : all
in all a good meet.
Regarding the August Picnic, it will
be in Wabun Park. It is located just to the west
across the bridge from the Ford Plant on 46th
Street. Ford Parkway is on the East side of
the river. We have pavilion Letter “B” closest
to the bridge from 4PM ‘till 10PM. Everything
will be catered, just like 2007 Augusts’ meeting,
hopefully, with NO disastrous events. Bring an
appetite and enjoy the evening and fellow V-8
members.
Dobie & Mary
wlgillies@juno.com
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(2008)

Activities Update

come of the St. Paul Ford Plant, so this may be
the last year we will see the Ford sign standing
tall on Mississippi River Blvd. If you have problems ﬁnding the park on that night of the picnic
call my cell phone. Thank you Gary Rosenberger 651-470-5992

Wednesday August 6th, 2008. From
4:00 pm till 10:00 pm we will have our Annual
Picnic and Membership Meeting. Our picnic
this year will be held at Wabun Park at 4820
46th Ave So. in South Mpls.
The park is located on the west side of
the Ford Bridge across the river from the Ford
Plant. From 46th Street East turn south on
46th Ave South. Go straight ahead you will see
the Veterans Home Sign. The parking lot is on
the left and we will be located in Shelter ‘B’.
This year our picnic will be
catered and food and drinks will be provided.
I will need to know how many are coming so
please call me with the number of people you
will be bringing to the picnic. Call 651-4512937 right now while you have this piece in
your hand and leave a message. That will help
the caterer bring the correct amount and it will
make the First Lady happy.
We plan to eat about
6:30pm so the working folks
can be present and then we will
have our meeting after we eat.
When we were in Detroit for the National Meet last
week Henry Ford III addressed
the audience and afterward he
said he was not sure of the out

(2008)
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August 1
August 5
August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27
August 30
August 30

Happy Birthday!

Sharon Myers
Joe Floyd
Helen Forest
Cindy Flores
Jill Minor
Cheryl Granlund
Harvey Oberg
Dick Tempel

GRAND NATIONAL C

Built in 1952, the USS Badger, a steam powered
ferry boat did the honors of transporting club
members and their V-8s across the lake.

Ron Long, Mary Gillies and Kent Tabako check
the map to be sure the V-8s are pointed to the
bridge at Mackinac
Club member V-8s packed into the Badger like
sardines.

Duane Shuck’s ‘53 Ford and other V-8s parked
and ready to cruise the high seas
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A great “V-8” view of the Mackinac Bridge

CELEBRATION 2008

Ron and Liz Long’s 37 Ford Coupe sits in front of
the train station inside The Henry Ford Village
Gary and Sandy Rosenberger in their usual role
of tour leaders

The famous Ford Piquette Plant as it stands
today. This is where the 1st Model T was made.

Club members enjoyed an opportunity to drive
around the roads in The Henry Ford Village

Club members stop at a diner for a break.
Pictured (l to r) are the Longs, Rosenberger’s,
Jean Shuck, Liz Long and Cathy Tabako feeling
Tabako’s, Halfpenny’s, Ditmanson’s and
nostalgic in the diner at The Henry Ford
Shuck’s
Museum
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Henry III Encounter

My Encounter with Henry Ford III
One of the highlights of the Welcome
Party at the Grand National Meet in Dearborn
was an appearance and remarks by Henry Ford
III. He spoke brieﬂy and then introduced and
asked questions of Mose Nowlan, a member of
and still consultant for the Ford Racing Team
that won Lemans in 67-68. They gave an interesting presentation regarding Ford Racing
History and took questions from the audience.
Henry 3, we learned later is 28 years
old, a graduate of Dartmouth, and just re- This is what’s left of the old Ford Woody factory
cently enrolled at MIT to take advantage of a
manufacturing curriculum there. He was very
personable. After his stint at the podium, he
“worked” the room. Moving to each section
and taking questions from the audience, posing for pictures with people and autographing
name tags and/or programs.
I didn’t have the presence of mind to
ask for an autograph but did stand in line to
ask a question. I told him our Regional Group
“TCRG” with a large group of members presDonna Ditmanson and Mary Gillies sweet talked
ent, many who had driven their cars, recently
Henry Ford III into keeping the St Paul Assembly
had our annual all Ford show at the Highland
plant open another few years. Way to go!
Ford Plant and that we were for planning the
30th show for next year. He mentioned that he
knew the plant and that was where the Ranger
was made. I told him that his grandfather Henry I chose that site for the water power and also
for the sand found in the cliffs for making glass.
And that we hated to lose the plant in St. Paul.
Henry said, “Well, I can’t put anything
in writing but we hate to lose it also.” And look
what was announced this week!!! At least two
more years for the plant!
Mary Gillies
Cliff Helling gave a talk to the 1933 Ford owners
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on why he believes the ‘33 was the best Ford
ever.

New Brighton Car Show

The New Brighton Car Show and
Swap Meet is fast approaching. And since
there is only one meeting before the show,
I need you to call me and let me know
what shifts you want to help out. (seems
the chairman forgot to bring the sign up sheet
to the last meeting). Our monthly meeting on
August 6th is just four days before the show, so
if you can, call now.
The shifts are one hour shifts (except
for the ﬁrst one that is closer to two hours). We
will need fee collectors and registration table
workers. The Thunderbird Club helps with car
parking and the spectator gates. They will be
stressed for people this year, since their Regional Meet is going on during this show. But, as
you know, we all pitch together to get it done.
So, call now, plenty shifts are open -well Howie has requested the early shift (that
is if I call him when I get up) -- but here’s your
chance to help out and have a good time in
New Brighton. Oh, don’t forget we need about
5 people to do the fence install (including RonGee) on Saturday morning at 9 a.m., and then
I sure hope the wonderful ballot counters will
also volunteer their expertise.
Give me a call -- 651-482-8940 --- if
no answer, please leave a message.
Bruce N. Nelson

Tom, Duane, Bill, Ron el, Donna, Gary, Gordon
and Kent got to tour the engine room on the
Badger Ferry boat

The club acknowledges the TCRG National
Meet award winners (from top, l to r):
Gordon Ditmanson
1st Touring
Ron Long
1st Touring
Bill Bergstrom (Nat. Club)
1st Touring
Ron Christensen
Dearborn
Bill Gillies
1st Touring
Bruce Nelson
Rouge
Duane Shuck
1st Touring
Gary Rosenberger
Dearborn
Larry Menard (Nat Club)
1st Touring
Pat Minor (not pictured)
1st Touring
Cliff Helling (not pictured)
1st Touring

Congratulations!
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For Sale

Classiﬁed ads are free to TCRG members,
and will run for three consecutive months
• Metal signs for sale: 13”x17””” oval Anheuser
Busch Draught, bent on one side for mounting
on wall- red, green and white, both side, old sign
and it shows it, $20; 17’ x 23” Drink COLD
SPRING Beer, red & white (one side), slight
bend on one side, easy ﬁx for those body dollies
– $20 I can bring to the meeting, Bruce Nelson,
651-482-8940 (5/08)
• 1991 Ford F150 Lariat, very clean , 53K miles,
302 V-8, 2wd, loaded, $3991 Francis kalvoda,
320-235-5777 (5/08)
• Portable 3 ton cheery picker -- $100 -- engine
stand (works all engines) $40 -- steel Cadillac
(1948-50) air cleaner $40, Pat Minor 763-3001070 or 763-427-8986. (5/08)
• ‘40 Ford RF fender, $150: ‘51/’52 2dr HT
back glass, $35, Francis Kalvoda, 320-2355777 (5.08)
• 1936 LB engine, crack free and turns $450.00.
33-34 engine $400.00. Several ‘37 21 stud
engines, bare blocks to complete runners. ‘50
Merc block. ‘49 to ‘50 Ford rear window. Norm,
218-724-3683, cell 303-818-7528 (9/07)
• 1951 Ford F3 Pickup All steel, body off
restoration completely original. Green body
with varnished wood bed. 6 Cyl ﬂathead, 6 volt
electrical. Excellent condition always Garaged
Bill Fredrick 763-560-8198 or 612-716-6656
• 1948 Mercury Coupe with Chevelle clip, 12
bolt rear end, all parts epoxy primed, 350 eng
/ 350 trans, MN title and plates, all the hard
work done, must sell due to health, $5,500 or
best offer, Dick Tempel, 651-776-2197 (3-07)
The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
of GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at
(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.

(2008)

• Ford 8N tractor low hours in great condition
with back blade, $2400. Gary Nielsen, GEM
Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-6 with grain box and hoist. 2 spd
rear axle, runs well, rusty cab $1495 OBO
• 1949 Chevrolet half ton. Very unique truck
with power divider to run rear mount welder,
$1200 OBO
• 1962 Chevrolet 4dr HT. AZ car with great
body, 283 AT, AC, $6000 OBO
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete,
with add on brake. Engine free. $1500. Gary
Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good.
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300
OBO. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and
tires with hoist, no box. $1800. Gary Nielsen,
GEM Classic Auto
• WANTED: 1955-56 T Bird in fully usable
condition, good driver is ﬁne, prefer two tops.
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BJ’s Corner

dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car,
never rusty, dressed ﬂathead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel,
body-off, Columbia, still under construction,
• 1948 Ford Super Deluxe Coupe, killer black,
dressed ﬂathead, body-off neat!
• 1950 Ford Coupe, steel, maroon mild custom,
tuck & roll, outstanding!
• 1953 Mercury Convertible, yellow & black,
every accessory, super nice!
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black,
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, red supercharged “F”,
one of two ever built by Ford
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off restoration,
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all of BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

(2008)

• 1932 Ford 3/W Coupe, steel, stock body,
chrome under, 383-auto, wire wheels
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off,
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan,
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Standard Coupe, steel, body-off
restoration, grey, chrome caps
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
lite yellow, dressed ﬂathead
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red,
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, green,
restored, skirts, WWSW, super!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon,
one of the best in the world
•1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, black, dressed
ﬂathead, Columbia rear, wow!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Opera coupe, steel, grill
guard, wing tips, R&H, WWSW, fogs
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,

Wanted
•1952 to 54 Ford passenger car rear axle
assembly or center section with the ring and
pinion gears. Preferably without the 3.31 ratio,
all others are okay. Also, looking for a ‘52 - ‘53
steering sector gear box. Robert Hestness 612724-9268 (5/07)
• Ford hand tools to make up a tool kit. Monkey
wrench, Box wrench, screwdriver, small openend wrenches. Harvey Oberg, 651-739-9754
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modiﬁcations
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker to
do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918 “Here’s
your opportunity to lay old BJ away”.
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Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

