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Twin Cities Regional Group Information
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-8
Club of America and is sent to all current members and
advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V-8
Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in the
state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of Ford
Motor Company vehicles and related historical materials
from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all
Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns so equipped from 1932
through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of almost every
month at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet.
Change of time or site will also be announced in
the Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $20 per calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club
of America (the National Club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting Material
Please send all materials for publication to Bill
Gillies , 1736 Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN
55112 or E-mail wlgillies48@gmail.com. Rumble
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the month. E
-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising
Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost
of $30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at
www.tcrgv8club.org
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Support our Advertisers!

Headquarters Machine & Restoration
Benefit from Our Experience
_______________________________________________________________________________
__

Early V-8 Pros – We learned by doing

For Sale / Wanted

Give us a call when you require know how
a computer cannot provide

Classified ads are free to TCRG members, and will run
for three consecutive months. (removal month is in parenthesis)
 WANTED Good used 6-volt battery for my Sun
Machine. Will dicker and won’t pay your price. Bill
G.
 WANTED: 1948-1953 Ford 1/2 ton project pickup
with title; also 15 or 16" pickup wheels, flathead
V8s, parts. Francis Kalvoda, 320-235-5777 or email
my Swedish friend Douglas Sjoqvist,
eastown.auto.parts@minmail.com.
 WANTED: 1935 Ford wire wheels with 32 or 40
spokes. Bob Berven, Milan, MN 320-269-8949.

 WANTED Keep those cards and letters coming .
Any thing you want to say or write about, Book
reports, old girl friends, what ever.
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We excel in repairing, maintaining, & rebuilding all engines

612-568-0068
www.hq-ma.com

It’s Not That Far Away

Miscellany
TCRG E-Mail List: We have been working on the
E-Mail list for all members that currently have Email. We will continue to send out the message each
month to all E-mail address, with the address for you
to click on and open the latest copy of the Rumble
Sheet. For those members who requested a hard copy
in the mail and still need something to write on, will
continue to receive them.

Yes, the New Brighton Car Show and Swap Meet is
Sunday August 14. It will be our 30th year. It will
be Stockyard Days 35th year. And, the organization
that started the car show, The New London to New
Brighton Antique Car Run will be celebrating its
30th year also.
Because of this, the New Brighton Stockyard
Days committee has asked if the Car Clubs would
like to acknowledge the anniversary of the Car
Show by being part of the Grand Day Parade on
Thursday August 11th.
I think it would be a great idea, and I have mentioned that any participant will not be behind the
band or horses. So, I would like to get two vehicles
from our Club and two vehicles from Thunderbird
Midwest to participate. The real incentive to do
this, besides acknowledging the 30th Anniversary of
the Car Show and Swap Meet, is at the end of the
parade - you can get a hot dog and pop for participating. Now, besides the pride of showing off your
Early Ford V-8, you get fed. You can’t beat that!
Give me a call if you are interested – first come,
first in line for the hot dogs.
Bruce Nelson
651-482-8940

“Take it from me, Henry Ford: Anyone who stops
learning is old. Anyone who keeps learning stays
young.
The last time I was Editor many years ago in the
April issue, I said the club was folding due to lack of
interest. I won’t say that again as we lost membership who thought it to be true. I guess my idea of a
joke backfired.
March 17, 2016 Geezer Breakfast. If you missed
the breakfast it was the fault of Bakers Square. The
sign on the front said “Breakfast All Day”. With no
cars in the parking lot and Gary R. pulling out he told
us it was closed and to move to Perkins at 82nd and
Lindale. We had a small turn out with only 7 members. Hopefully no one else showed up, but Gary told
the Bakers Square people to send anyone who did
show up where to find us.

They’re still out there!

American Graffiti, the 35 mm original movie, was
shown on the big screen at the Heights Theater in
Columbia Heights Thursday Night. Now you might
say I have it on DVD so what? Well what you missed
was the reaction of all the show attendees through
out the movie which you would not get in your
home. It was great with some car clubs in attendance
along with young and old people..

Monthly Meeting Location
Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660
West County Road B, Roseville, MN 55113‐4073,
(651) 631‐1510
Directions: From North or South: I‐35W to Hwy 36,
east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first
stop light (County Road B) look for church on left. OR
I‐35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South,
turn right at first stop light (County Road B) look for
church on left. Plenty of parking.
Program:
Membership Meeting Activity: Following the general
business meeting there will be an Auction called by
Dennis Carney. Bring things to auction and cash to bid
on stuff. Proceeds benefit the club’s piggy bank. Dennis
will be kicking it off with some great car parts that have
been donated to the club. Also remember a dollar for the
church.

TCRG Activities
Further Down the Road…………
.April 23 Annual Junk yard tour Mark your calendars in pencil so you can erase if the date is not correct.
Meet at the usual place, Perkins for breakfast and picture before heading off to the Junk Yard where ever it
may be.
May 20 and 21 Mark your calendar for the Spring
Tour to Wisconsin. Be sure to make reservations accommodations are being held until 4/21 at the Avalon
Hotel and Convention Center in Chippewa Falls under
the “TCRG”. The Avalon is all on one level with parking right outside your room for $89 for the night of
May 21st. Breakfast is included the following morning.
Please call and reserve your room as soon as possible.
(1-888-727-5288).
May 15, 36th Annual WILLMAR CAR SHOW &
SWAP MEET. New TOP 40 trophy format. Arrive
together, park together. Full details at
www.willmarcarclub.com or like us on Facebook or
call Nate 320-444-0368
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June 5, 2016 The 37th Annual All Ford Picnic
and No– Trophy CAR SHOW held at a new location. DUNWOODY College of Technology in
Minneapolis. No need to make ice. $5.00 per car
admission. Swap spaces / spectators FREE.
Concessions available.
June 12—16, 2016, Central National Meet in Tulsa OK. We went there in 1978. Here is your
chance to do it again. Information available at
www.earlyfordv8.org
June 16-19th Back to the 50’s The usual fun
filled over crowded week-end, full of exhaust
fumes. Don’t forget the usual POT LUCK on Sat
afternoon. Bring something to share. Oxygen bottles not excluded.
Sunday, July 17 2016 Highland Fest All Ford Car
Show - 9 am to 5 pm Free to any Ford Motor
Company product - 1903 to 2016. Blocked off
street parking on Highland Parkway. Part of Highland Fest - Art & Music in the Village .Food,
crafts, art booths. Volunteers will be needed. Contact Tom Murray (651-755-9055) or Bruce
Nelson (651-482-8940) for more information.
August 8—11, 2016, Eastern National Meet in
Gettysburg PA. If you missed it in 2014, they are
doing it again. Cheaper hotel rates and registration
fee. www.ncr36.com or www.earlyfordv8.org
August 14, 2016, 35th Annual New Brighton Car
Show & Swap Meet, Sane time, same place, We
will need your help once again.
September 15—21, 2016, Great Southwestern
National Driving Tour, Colorado and Eastern
Utah. Sponsored by the Hi-Country Regional
Group # 28.
Contact Lou Mraz at
Lfmj60@aol.com for more information.
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UNCLE DICK

Submitted by Larry Suhsen
Uncle Dick was born Richard Cox in 1913in the
state of Illinois. He was the oldest of 5 children, my
mother being the second. Mother and Uncle Dick
were so close in age that they ended up going to
school in the same grade. Uncle Dick became a fine
machinist, the only trade he ever worked at. The man
could do anything. There are stories that, before I
was born, he and my father built a vehicle with a
propeller. Years later, when our farm was sold, the
buyers found a wooden propeller in the ceiling of the
basement that none of us boys knew anything about.
I can’t help but wonder if it was from that vehicle. I
remember a machine that he made to drill his own
well. Then there was (the first I ever saw) weed and
brush cutter with a spinning blade out front. He
made his own heating system to heat his shop that
used waste oil. In the late 40’s, he built a boat that
used a Ford Flathead for power. I remember there
was a ’36 Ford at his house from which he took the
engine and converted for marine use. He showed me
how he made it draw water in and eject it through the
exhaust. I was in high school at the time with other
things on my mind. I only remember riding in it one
time.
At about the same time, he became interested in restoring old cars back when hardly anyone was doing
that. I remember a trailer with what looked like a pile
of junk that became a 1903 Oldsmobile. Sometime
before this time frame, probably a couple years, I had
been doing yard and other work for my Great Aunt
Alvinna, my dad’s aunt. She had a carriage house
and inside was a pair of carriage lamps which for
some reason I admired and she gave them to me. We
boys played with them for a while and then they laid
around. Uncle Dick spotted one and got very excited.
They ended up on that 1903 Olds.
I know of four cars that he restored: a 1902 Rambler,
1903 Oldsmobile, 1911 Overland and 1914 Ford.
There is a family story that Oldsmobile offered a new
Oldsmobile for the ’03 Olds and my Uncle turned
them down. Shortly after his death, the cars were all
4

gone and my aunt ended up with a new Buick. In my
mind, a couple of his cars ended up in a museum. At
the Antique Car Run, I can’t help
but wonder if any of his cars are there.
My family moved to Wisconsin in 1952, I went into
the Navy until ’57, so I was not present while most of
this activity was taking place. I saw some of the cars
but they really did not mean mush to me. Before Dick
died in 1958, we made a trip to visit. I remember the
cars being in his shop and seeing the many trophies he
had acquired. Shortly after his death, they were all
gone.
For some years, my grandmother (his mother) had a
picture of his 1902 Rambler winning the Grand Championship for the most perfectly restored in a field of
100 cars at the Illinois State Fair. He was presented the
trophy by the Illinois Secretary of State.
In 2007, a gentleman sent pictures to Old Cars Weekly
of old cars taken at some fairground in Illinois in 1955.
He asked for help identifying the pictures. One was of a
couple with a Rambler next to a 1949 Ford with a trailer. I knew immediately it was my Uncle Dick and Aunt
Irene. I know he was actively attending car shows from
1954 – 1956. I have 2 of his trophies from 1956. I wish
I had the one awarded to the Rambler.
As far as I know I am the only one of the family interested in vintage cars and in some small way, I owe that
to him. Newspaper account of the Rambler Trophy:
Grand Championship Trophy of the 1954 Antique Auto
and Sports Car Meet at the Illinois State Fair is presented to Richard A. Cox of Streator. Cox’s 1902 Rambler
was judged the most perfectly restored car in the meet.
He also wont he trophy for the best car in the “pioneer”
class. Cox and his family made a special trip to Springfield to receive the trophies. Cox took a prize with the
same car at the annual homecoming celebration in
Minier, Ill. Last Sunday. A machinist, Mr Cox is employed by the Streator Brick Company and owns three
other antique autos; a 1903 Olds, 1911 Overland and a
1914 Ford.

HISTORY OF HENRY THE CAR
Dedicated to my beloved Grandparents

draw names from a hat for the car but my sister was
not interested in the car, my brother along with our
cousins wanted to Hot Rod the car, this put tears in
Grandpa's eyes so he did nothing. E. 0. passed in
1969 and one day Grandma Hattie was now living
with our family and one day she asked me for a dollar and I asked her why, then she said she wanted to
sell something to me, after I handed her the dollar
she handed me the title to Henry, I was stunned and
so happy that she wanted me to have the car, She
said Grandpa also wanted this but was afraid--to
draw names in fear of the "hot rod" comments earlier. I- told Hattie I would care for the car the best I
could. The car has been with my family over fifty
years, When I went to Vietnam the car was put is
secure storage and after my discharge from the Army
it was always with my family in our garage a place of
honor and in the 70's I joined the Early Ford V-8
Club . Henry and our family had a great time over all
these years with all the car shows and club functions
and all the great people we met, Henry Had a good
home alongside my other cars and trucks I have
owned over the years. In 2012 we decided to sell our
home in Forest lake and the 42 Ford fire truck and
the 52 coe. so we could move to Fl. so we shipped
Henry to Englewood, Fl. and the plan is to drive the
car and restore the items that needed attention after
years of use and it was still a good running original
car. On one sunny day we drove to Venice Fl. for a
shopping outing when we returned to the car I met
Mr. John Trube who was very interested in Henry ,
and "No "the car was not for sale but after many calls
we became friends. After talking with the family it
was decided to sell the car to Mr. Trube who wanted
to restore Henry right away, So the deal was agreed
and the car was shipped and restored and is now in
Peachtree City, Ga. being enjoyed by its new caretaker for the future Mr. John Trube. And many more
great memories are ahead for Henry the car and new
owner Mr. Trube we will never forget our part in the
history of "Henry" the car.
Mike and Vivian and Family.
e.

E. 0. Johnson and Hattie A. Johnson who will always be
loved and remembered by many for a long time. Our
family is grateful to have known and lived and learned
from you both. Written by memory from the heart by
grandson Michael J. Timmermans. My Grandfather
Edward Olaus Johnson From Norway and Hattie Alice
Larson from Sweden Immigrated as children with their
families to America. The Johnsons settled in the Cresco,
Ia. area and the Larsons settled in the Rockford, IL.
area. Years later after E. 0. and Hattie met, the Johnson
family relocated to Arlington, S. D. E. O's parents
stayed in Dakota While Ed and Hattie went west to
Spokane Wa. to begin their life together. Grandpa eventually found work as a miner at Burke, Id. and Grandma
was a seamstress /housewife; life was tough living in a
shack on the side of a steep hill with a family. After
some years they returned to Arlington, S. D. and within
a year purchased livestock and E. 0. traveled with the
livestock by train to Sandstone, Mn. to a farm East of
town on the Sandstone Prison road that they bought and
Hattie followed a month later by train with the family to
the new farm and apple orchard. They decided to buy a
Model T car so Hattie would learn to drive to bring
Milk and cream and butter to sell in town. E. 0.
worked with the horses on the farm. Winters were bad
in an open car for Hattie so in 1934 they bought a new
Ford from Hawley Ford Motors with windows and a
heater, Grandma was happy. They traded in the model T
and a three teeted cow on the deal. and about this time
E. 0. learned to drive Henry. The car took care of all the
needs of the family farm and took E. 0. to work as a
plaster/cement worker. This was the start of a long relationship with Henry and the Johnson family. After the
War the farm was sold and they bought a house in Fridley, Mn. In the early 50's E. 0. had a bad heart attack
and did not drive much after. The car stayed in the garage and my dad John would take the car out to keep it in
running shape later my older brother would also on visits to the Grandparents home.
Over the years as I became older I became very interested in Henry and cared for the car and drove it with
my dad. Grandpa always said he was going to
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2016 Geezer Breakfast Schedule
3rd Thursday of the Month

Happy Birthday

Geezer breakfast list For 2016
Restaurant
Location
City
Rating
1. Machine Shed
I94 & Radio Drive,
Woodbury
3.4
2. Country Kitchen
42nd Ave,
New Hope
3.8
3. Bakers Square
98th & Lyndale So
Bloomington
3.2
4. Original pancake House
Roseville
3.5
5. Currans
42nd & Nicollet
So. Mpls
4.2
6. Pippins
2905 N. Snelling,
St. Paul
4.0
7. Louisiana Café
Selby & Dale
Roseville
4.0
8. Woodbury Café
Valley Creek Road
Woodbury
3.8
9. Highland Café & Bakery
Ford Parkway 3.9
10.Key’s
Lexington & Larpendar Roseville
3.8
11.Open
Subject to ED’s approval.
12.IHOP
1935 Beam Ave
Maplewood
3.1

HENRY et al
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Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Arranger
Gary I.
Steve S.
Gary W.
Bruce N.
Bill B.
Kent T.
Joel B.
Ron L.
Gordy D.
Glen K.
Gary R
Open.

April 1
April 1
April 1
April 4
April 6
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 19
April 21
April 22
April 26
April 28
Uncle Dick

Tony Flores
John Titus
Tom Sawvel
Larry Suhsen
Liz Blood
Steve Seidl
Mark Crichton
Gordie Ditmanson
Stacy Mix
Maidie Felton
JoAnne Baker
Faythe Oberg
Bob Parmalee

From The President’s WorkFresh from the caucuses I found myself wondering – “What would motivate a successful businessman to aspire to political office?” Certainly a monosyllabic surname narcissistically plastered on every
company product and piece of real estate as well as
golf courses, boulevards, sports venues, and small air
fields might give one a sense of power and popular
approval, especially if you had the cash to back it up
and the ability to pick and choose your
“apprentices.” Pundits have tried for years to deconstruct this complex personality with widely divergent
conclusions. Here was a man with no active military
service record and critical of the wars waged by
mainstream politicians, yet with the rhetoric to engage our enemies and prepared to mobilize for war
on all fronts. His unrepentant bigotry has always
found both supporters and detractors, yet he has
ceaselessly promoted himself as magnanimously
humanitarian by nature and above all a believer in
the American Way.
Well, as it turns out, Henry Ford was unsuccessful in his bid for office although only by a slim margin. He ran in the primaries of both parties in the
campaign for the Michigan senate seat in 1918.
Though a Republican by ideology, he had supported
Wilson, and losing the Republican nomination, he
ran as a Democrat. He was stunned that he lost in the
general election and launched an investigation into
election fraud, which it probably was. It is a fascinating story with many twists and turns and global implications. Although Henry himself had little regard
for history it is probably true that those who don’t
learn from history are doomed to repeat it. He left us
69 years ago this month.
The sparrows have already returned to Capistrano, the Sandhill cranes have come home to
roost, the salt has sublimated, the heck with politics,
it’s time to start driving.
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and I would make a 12V test unit. Upon soldering
the leads unto the bulb, I used too much heat on
the positive end and “poof”, it went in the trash.
The solution was to, bite the bullet, go to Ace
Hardware, and buy a tester. I found one on the
bargain table for $2.99, the type that is like an ice
pick with a light in the handle and a ground wire.
I was certain that I’d find the blown fuse now. As
I was backing the ‘65 out of my parking place, a
Ford F150 was backing out and didn’t see me
(must have been texting) I automatically hit the
horn and it worked. GO FIGURE!!!!
By Tom Sawvel 2/6/16

TOM’S CAR STORAGE PROBLEMS
We left our Fort Myers winter retreat on April 15,
2015. We usually return south in mid October, but
because of my wife’s health problems, we didn’t return until January 24, 2016. That meant that our cars
had been stored for over nine months, and they both
had issues. Minor mold on the vinyl seats was easily
taken care of. My ’65 Malibu’s four year old battery
was toast even with a battery tender hooked up and
my wife’s two year old battery in her ’08 Malibu was
dead. I didn’t have a battery charger, I had bought
one the previous year, but the problem with the new
electronic chargers is that they will not charge a dead
battery Triple A arrived and we started the ’08 and I
went to the parts store for a new battery for my car
Next my trunk remote system had problems, the solenoid that I used for the latch was sluggish and would
not relax to let the latch reset. That meant I had to
crawl in and out of the trunk to remove and service it,
stretching the spring and using WD/40. The next problem that came up was the air compressor that I use to
supply the air for automatically raising the trunk lid
was seized and blew the 10 amp fuse. Again I
climbed into the trunk and removed the control box
holding the compressor and controls. This package
provides air for both the trunk opening cylinders and
the air ride shocks. When I pulled the air compressor
apart, I found dried grease in the gears , again WD/40
to the rescue and fresh grease. Now the trunk opening system is working fine. Next was to get the air
shock system figured out. I pumped the shocks up
using the standard air valve system, it held pressure
and when I pushed the switch the dump valve worked.
That meant the valve was okay but the air from the
compressor was not passing through the normally
open port. By pulling that valve apart, I found the
check valve that was in the line was stuck. WD/40
again took care of the problem, so now I was making
real progress. The next thing that showed up was the
horn stopped working. I checked the fuse panel and
nothing was marked “horn”, so I took my tester, the
one I got free from Harbor Freight. It didn’t work so
I threw it in the trash. My trusty old analog tester is
my back up. It didn’t work either, so in the trash it
went. I decided I needed a 12V bulb (I only had one)

Old car from a long time ago.
Ed.
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TPMS

Exploded Brake Light Switch
An inside look

Just about all new or fairly new cars are equipped with
these tire pressure monitor (TPMS) . These are the valve
stems that you see sticking through the rim where air is
added and tire pressure checked. There is one of these in
each rim and some spare tires. Each monitor one has its
own code so the computer knows which tire is having
low pressure. There is a small hole in the black area
where the tire pressure is monitored by the computer. in
the more expensive cars it tells you the pressure in each
tire on the dash.
I cut this one open and inside is a3 volt battery and
printed circuit board.
I recently had to replace this one on my Honda van.
The Honda Dealer wanted $140.00 just to tell me why
the TPMS light was on, even though all tires were at the
correct pressures. Then to fix the problem the total bill
would be over $300.00! I went to Norms tire where they
have a hand held unit they hold by each valve stem
which detects the faulty monitor. They remove the tire
and old monitor from the rim read the number on the
monitor and program the new monitor. Then put the tire
back on drive the car out the door to check to see he
light goes off and hand you a bill for $135.00

Ever wonder who turned on and off your brake
lights? When you step on the brake pedal fluid
squirts into the body of the switch. I know the
fluid is already there, this fluid pushes on a rubber disk, this is supposed to be sealed so no
fluid gets past. The rubber disc expands and
pushes on a copper disc. Then the fight begins,
A little coil spring vainly tries to stop this action. It finally gives in at around 60 to 70
pounds of force. The copper disc then touches
the two contacts at the top and turns on the
brake lights. With Dot 3 brake fluid all works
well for many years until corrosion stops the
circuit. With Dot 5 this sneaky stuff slips buy
the rubber disc and insulates the contacts thus
no brake lights.
I recently bought a Harley Davidson brake light
switch which is made for Dot 4 & 5 brake fluid.
It works effortlessly , which is good for old people
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