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Spring Ahead

to great V-8 weather!
INSIDE...

• Club Activities
• World of Wheels Pictorial
• It Seems Old Fords Never Die
• Early Ford V-8 Foundation

T W I N C I T I E S R E G I O N A L G R O U P I N F O R M AT I O N

Meetings
Membership meetings of the TCRG are held at
7:30 on the ﬁrst Wednesday of almost every month
at a site announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change
in time or location will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership
Membership dues for the TCRG are $15.00 per
calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V8
Club of America (the national club) is a membership
requirement of the Twin Cities Regional Group.
Submitting material
Please send all materials for publication to Mark
Crichton, 19072 Magenta Bay, Eden Prairie, MN
55347; e-mail to mark.m.crichton@pmusa.com.
Rumble Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is
preferred.
Advertising
Classiﬁed ads are free to TCRG members, and
will run for three consecutive months. Display ads
(business card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last scheduled appearance.
Website
TCRG can be visited online at www.tcrgv8club.org

The Rumble Sheet is the ofﬁcial publication of the
Twin Cities Regional Group # 46 (TCRG) of the Early
Ford V-8 Club of America and is sent to all current
members and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the
Early Ford V-8 Club of America, and is a non-proﬁt
corporation in the state of Minnesota, dedicated to
the preservation of Ford motor vehicles and related
historical materials from the era of ﬂathead V-8
engines, including all Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns
so equipped from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
PO Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420.
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TCRG Activities

from A&W at New London at 6:30pm)
Sunday, June 1, 10AM to 3PM
29th annual ALL FORD PICNIC at the St
Paul Ford plant, St Paul, MN Maybe the last
one at the plant!!! Let’s make the 29th the best
effort ever!
July 13th to 19th, 2008
45th Anniversary GRAND NATIONAL
CELEBRATION, Dearborn MI

Wednesday, April 2, 7:00 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting
will be held at Environments, Inc., 13600
County Road 62, Minnetonka. From I-494,
exit at Hwy 62 Crosstown and go west less than
a half mile. First driveway on the right after
Baker Road. TCRG Auction! See Gary’s writeup below.
Wednesday, April 9, 7:30 PM
BOARD MEETING- Baker’s Square, Across
from Little Dearborn, 2425 University Ave. SE,
Minneapolis, MN 55414
Thursday, April 17, 9:00 AM
GEEZER BREAKFAST, Baker’s Square, 98th
Street and Lyndale Ave. South, Bloomington,
MN. Thanks to Duane Shuck for hosting.
Saturday, April 26
Annual JUNK YARD TOUR to French Lake
Auto Parts. See the write-up on page 9
Wednesday, May 7, 7:30 PM
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. The meeting
details will be published in the May Rumble
Sheet.
Sunday, May 18, 8 AM to 3 PM
28th Annual WILLMAR CAR SHOW &
SWAP MEET, Kennedy School, 824 SW 7th
Street, over 40 classes. Full poster and more
at www.willmarcarclub.com or call Francis
Kalvoda at 320-235-5777 (May 17 cruise starts

TCRG Chatterbox

• Cover Photo: I thought it would be fun to
put a collage of pictures together and let the
members guess what they are. The answers are
on page 9.
• All Ford Picnic brochures: Your Editor has
plenty of All Ford Picnic brochures available.
Call or email if you need any, especially if
you are planning to attend any upcoming
shows. They will also be available at the April
meeting.
• AARP Driver Safety Class: If there is
enough interest, for those over 50, Bill Gillies
has offered to teach the AARP Drivers Safety
Class. Those who take it get a 10% discount on
their auto insurance.
• Layout Editor Returns: My son Danny
was home for Spring Break and offered to do
the picture layout in the center and on the cover
of this month’s Rumble Sheet. Please don’t
expect this sort of creativity going forward! Ed

Activities Update

car parts, car related items, or anything of
value along those lines to be auctioned off and
the proceeds go to the club. If you do not have
any items to donate you can still attend and
partake in the laughter. We do this more for
entertainment than to make money. We hope to
see you at the meeting.
Gary Rosenberger

Wednesday April 2, 2008 7:30 pm
Membership Meeting - Our meeting for April
will be held at Environments Inc. 13600 County
Road 62, Minnetonka.
We will have a regular monthly meeting.
After the meeting portion we will have our parts
auction. We rely on club members donating
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Dobie’s Corner

was still needed in the Winona area. Mary G.
is checking with people in the Chamber of
Commerce. The Pickwick Mill was brought up
too as a needy cause.
That’s it for now, always looking for
ways to spend the club treasury! Please feel free
to E-mail me with your thoughts and ideas
about these or any others.

Ahh April 1st the day of foolishness,
warmer days can’t be far behind and time to
rekindle a ﬁre in the ‘ol ﬂatheads.
Last month, I requested club members
to make suggestions regarding spending of club
monies. Thanks to all who have responded.
Among suggestions the board is
considering is one to replace the deteriorating
club trailer. The club has had the current one
for nineteen years. This is being looked into
with one trip to look at possibilities and with
several feelers sent out.
One of the biggest draws in our
Winona meets’ Chinese auction was the bid
for $100 bills. There was a request for $300
for the Nationals V8 meet Chinese auction this
summer. After discussion the board cut it down
to $150, with the thought of not wanting to
fatten the National clubs coffers. A suggestion
was made that the monies raised by the tickets
placed in the buckets for the donated dollars, the
proceeds could be designated to go to regional
clubs that will be putting on a Western, Eastern,
or Central meet. With that in mind then I feel
the $300 would be justiﬁed.
There was also mention that the club
could help whoever puts on the Central Meet
in 2009.
There too was talk about bolstering the
scholar ship fund; more information is needed
before a decision can be made.
The Foundation is looking for some
display dash boards. Board members felt
that this might be a good way to support the
Foundation by having club members restore
a dash and present it to the Foundation. Pat
Minor is checking into what years are needed.
One last suggestion was to see if help

Dobie
wlgillies@juno.com

Happy Birthday!
April 1
April 1
April 1
April 6
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 22
April 25
April 26
April 28

Tony Flores
John Titus
Tom Sawvel
Liz Blood
Steve Seidl
Mark Crichton
Gordie Ditmanson
Maidie Felton
JoAnne Baker
Arlene Welch
Faythe Oberg
Bob Parmalee

(2008)
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Going back to the days of the Model
T Ford, there are many examples of alternate
uses for the engines. They powered circle saws,
cutting wood, helping to keep the home ﬁres
burning. They powered grain elevators at harvest time.
My grandfather, John Bosch, would jack
up one rear wheel of
his Model T Ford,
start the car, and one
rear wheel would
spin (the differential
would kick in). He
had bolted a pulley
to the spokes of the
spinning wheel and
run a belt to the elevator. He now had a Ford powered elevator.
Another Ford application: Bernard
Pietenpol of Southeast Minnesota built an airplane in 1929 powered with a Model T engine
and later built airplanes with Model A Ford engines. Some are still ﬂying today!
Ford Farm Power! That brings us to the
reason I’m writing this is the ﬁrst place. Back in
the late 1950’s, my brother Evan built a cattle
barn near a corn crib and he decided to grind
the corn directly into the barn. It so happened

(2/07)
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that a neighbor had a 1935 Ford car that had
been retired. We bought it, cutting the V8 engine out, but leaving it on its mounting on the
frame. The plan was to line the engine up with
a stationary hammer mill to grind the corn. We
used the rest of the cars’ main frame to build a
stand to line up with the hammer mill. We left
the transmission and clutch
on the engine.
With a new and
larger radiator
we were able to
cool the engine
for this application. We had
the engine instruments and speedometer hooked up so we
knew when we were ready to grind. We used
this conﬁguration successfully for several years.
Those old ﬂathead Ford V8’s would run with
little or no oil pressure or compression. We
ground many thousands of bushels of corn with
that engine. It was sold on our sale in 1984.
In my farming days we had a McCormick 2M two row corn picker mounted on a
Farmall H. This picker was heavy for a Farmall
Story Continued on Page 9
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WORLD OF W

As if you hadn’t had enough World of Wheels a
pictures from the February event. Bruce Nelson coor
money for our efforts. Tom Halfpenny coordinated
represent the club. Thank you Bruce and Tom fo
pictures from the event that did not m

From Upper-Left, Clockwise: WOW Feature car ‘37 Ford “
and Gary Rosenberger discuss high level security detail. Gar
inﬁltrating the TCRG display; John Barnes ‘50 F-100 Pick
providing direction on security detail with our President prov
back side of Paul Oman’s ‘32 Ford; Dennis Carney’s ‘50 Cust
afternoon shift getting a security lesson from Bruce Nelson (a
member Ron Goette ALL OVER his security station, maintain
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WHEELS 2008

action, I thought I would publish some additional
rdinated the security detail where TCRG made good
the TCRG display area where we had ﬁve vehicles
or your leadership and hard work! Here are some
make it into the March Rumble Sheet.

“Precious Metal” Sedan Delivery; Bill Gillies, Maidie Felton
ry had some real concerns with potential X-brand operatives
kup; Tom Halfpenny’s ‘53 Mercury Tudor HT Coupe; Bruce
viding critical support; Joel Bergstrom’s 53 F-100 Pickup; the
tom Tudor and Paul’s ‘32 headline the TCRG display; the late
and deciding where to go for coffee and pie afterward); TCRG
ning constant contact with security HQ via cell phone.
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Above is the January - February cover of the Foundation News, the ofﬁcial newsletter of the Early Ford V-8 Foundation. The newsletter has grown from a couple pages
to twelve pages, and has a good compliment of articles as you can see from the Table of
Contents. Membership in the Foundation is $25 per year. This is a great opportunity to get
involved with preserving the history of our Early Ford V-8’s. Bruce Nelson and Pat Minor
are both Trustees with the Foundation, and would gladly answer any questions you have.
The Foundation’s website is:

www.fordv8foundation.org
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runs like a Ford”!
Francis Kalvoda adds:
I like Roland Bosch’s applications for
the Ford Flathead V8. Last summer I visited
an interesting farm place – a former mink farm.
5000 hungry
mink
were raised
at a time.
Mink prefer a diet of
fresh meat.
With 5000
mouths to
feed, a powerful meat grinder was needed. Disabled cows and horses were quickly reduced to
ground meat thanks to a sizeable grinder powered by a 1937 85 horsepower Ford Flathead
V8. The owner said the Ford V8 was a gutsy
engine. If forgot to ask if he was describing the
V8 power or the curious stains on the heads and
radiator.

Old Fords Never Die continued from Page 5

H plus we had to mount it and take it off the
tractor each year. Aside from breaking an axle
now and then, we decided to buy an older
Farmall F20.
We
would just leave the
picker on that tractor.
Problem! The F20
did not have enough
power. Ford V8 to the
rescue. We purchased
a old Flathead Ford
engine from Thurman Sagness for $50
and mounted it in the F20. I don’t exactly remember what we did but the transmission was
left on so we now had a 9 speed F20. Exhaust
stacks were made out of electric conduit going
straight up. It had a real nice sound. There
was plenty of power but if you killed the engine
when it was hot, it was very hard to start. It was
sold on a sale in 1962. When the new owners
took off down the road, it sure didn’t sound like
an F20. I hope it worked all right for them.
Today we hear “Nothing runs like a
Deere”. My experience has shown, “Nothing

Thanks to Francis Kalvoda for sharing this “Ford” story from the March Edition of the Willmar Car Club newsletter,
The Polishing Rag. Ed

A N N U A L J U N K YA R D TO U R
TCRG’’s annual traditional Junk Yard Tour is on for Saturday, April 26th! Grab your boots and a
couple wrenches for the latest installment of the traditional and long awaited TCRG JYT! Those
of us with unheated garages get mighty itchy this time of year to get working on the ﬂatheads, and
this is a great kick-off to the season. The date is April 26th. We meet at the Perkins on Hwy 55 and
I-494 on the west side of town. French Lake is my favorite yard in the state, and Floyd and crew
have been busy revamping the yard and dragging in new cars for our enjoyment.
Come to the April membership meeting to learn more, or just join us for breakfast at 7AM
at Perkins on the 26th. If you’re not hungry that morning you can stop by before 8AM. We more
or less start at 8AM. Call John Titus at 507-744-2770 if you have any questions.
Cover left to right, top to bottom: Duane’s Mullins Trailer; lotsa Rendezvous goodie bags; Ron Long on
tour: Gary’s original ‘32 Flathead; Editor’s broken intake manifold; Francis’ tractor within a tractor;
the Wayzata show’s calliope; RiverPort Inn 57 Chev room; the Julia Belle Swain’s steamboat paddle.
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For Sale

Classiﬁed ads are free to TCRG members,
and will run for three consecutive months
• Metal signs for sale: these are all metal signs,
some higher quality metal than others.
18 inch diam. Public Telephone sign –$20
30 inch diam – Massey Harris M-H $45
13”x17” Anheuser Busch Draught $20
17’ x 23” Drink COLD SPRING Beer – $20
17” x 35” Worthmore Motor Oil – $45
20” x 27” CO-OP Tires Batteries- $15
I can bring to the meeting, but not up for
auction. Bruce Nelson, 651-482-8940
• 1936 LB engine, crack free and turns $450.00.
33-34 engine $400.00. Several ‘37 21 stud
engines, bare blocks to complete runners. ‘50
Merc block. ‘49 to ‘50 Ford rear window. Norm,
218-724-3683, cell 303-818-7528 (9/07)
• 1951 Ford F3 Pickup All steel, body off
restoration completely original. Green body
with varnished wood bed. 6 Cyl ﬂathead, 6 volt
electrical. Excellent condition always Garaged
Bill Fredrick 763-560-8198 or 612-716-6656
• 1948 Mercury Coupe with Chevelle clip, 12
bolt rear end, all parts epoxy primed, 350 eng
/ 350 trans, MN title and plates, all the hard
work done, must sell due to health, $5,500 or
best offer, Dick Tempel, 651-776-2197 (3-07)
• 1932 Deluxe coupe & sport coupe bodies.
Parts: Chassis, frames, front and rear ends, cross
members, fenders, frame horn covers, Running
boards, grilles, hoods, deck lids, dashes, gas
tanks, window garnish moldings, spare tire
carriers, wheels, headlights and bars, radios,
ﬂatheads and engine parts, transmissions,
etc. 40 year collection. E-Mail your needs to:
brucethedeuce@usfamily.net or call Bruce
Kolby 651 341 0361. (9/06)
The following ads are from Gary Nielsen
of GEM Classic Auto, Contact Gary at

(320) 235-3935 or (320) 894-8685, or via
e-mail at: garybob@charter.net.
• Ford 8N tractor with small back blade.
Mechanically sound-tires, good-12 volt
conversion $2500. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic
• 1977 GMC 1 ton van. Great swap meet
vehicle-runs well. $450 obo. Gary Nielsen,
GEM Classic Auto
• 1923 Fordson tractor on steel. Complete,
with add on brake. Engine free. $1500. Gary
Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1946 Ford Conoco gas truck. Body is good.
Engine soaking but stuck (6 cylinder) $2300
OBO. Gary Nielsen, GEM Classic Auto
• 1949 Ford F-5 V-8 (stuck). Great body and
tires with hoist, no box. $1800. Gary Nielsen,
GEM Classic Auto
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BJ’s Corner

• 1953 Mercury Convertible, yellow & black,
every accessory, super nice!
• 1953 Mercury 2D Hardtop, steel, red/black,
killer correct interior
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, red supercharged “F”,
one of two ever built by Ford
• 1957 Ford Ranchero, body-off restoration,
red/white, overdrive, super car
See all of BJ’s cars at: www.jmacsautos

• 1932 Ford 3/W Coupe, steel, stock body,
chrome under, 383-auto, wire wheels
• 1933 Ford Deluxe Cabriolet, steel, restored,
maroon/black fenders super nice
• 1934 Ford Deluxe Tudor, steel, body off,
Dearborn blue, WWSW rings, Wow!
• 1936 Ford Deluxe Roadster, steel, red, dual
carbs & exhaust, pines trim
• 1936 Ford Deluxe 3/W Coupe, steel, tan,
restored, WWSW, chrome caps, neat!
• 1939 Ford Standard Coupe, steel, body-off
restoration, grey, chrome caps
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, restored, red,
skirts, built 59A, drives 100%
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
lite yellow, dressed ﬂathead
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, red,
duals, WWSW, great driver!
• 1939 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, green,
restored, skirts, WWSW, super!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, restored,
maroon, WWSW, R&H, nice!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Convertible, steel, maroon,
one of the best in the world
•1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, steel, black, dressed
ﬂathead, Columbia rear, wow!
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Opera coupe, steel, grill
guard, wing tips, R&H, WWSW, fogs
• 1940 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery, steel, green,
dual spots, new chrome, nice!
• 1940 Mercury Coupe, steel black, AZ car,
never rusty, dressed ﬂathead
• 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible, steel,
body-off, Columbia, still under construction,
• 1948 Ford Super Deluxe Coupe, killer black,
dressed ﬂathead, body-off neat!
• 1950 Ford Coupe, steel, maroon mild custom,
tuck & roll, outstanding!

Wanted
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• Decretive lace kit for ﬂathead V8 piston skirts.
Must be NOS, mint, or better. Will pay with
Ford Stock or trade for any of the following:
One 8-by-10 color glossy of Henry Ford
wearing a “Support Your Local UAW” T-shirt,
one still-in-the-box Ronco combination Food
Dehydrator, Yogurt Maker, Hair Curler, and
Rotisserie, or one slightly warped 33-1/3rd
copy of The Three Stooges Sing the Osmond
Brothers Hits. Tim Anderson 763-493-4655.
•1952 to 54 Ford passenger car rear axle
assembly or center section with the ring and
pinion gears. Preferably without the 3.31 ratio,
all others are okay. Also, looking for a ‘52 - ‘53
steering sector gear box. Robert Hestness 612724-9268 (5/07)
• Good used radiator for a ‘39 Ford pickup, also
two good 6.50 6 or 8-ply tires and inner tubes,
Keith Hillstrom, 651-628-9148 (2/07)
• Ford hand tools to make up a tool kit. Monkey
wrench, Box wrench, screwdriver, small openend wrenches. Harvey Oberg, 651-739-9754
• 1932 thru 1940 Ford Roadster, Cabriolet,
3 and 5 window Coupes. Steel only. Prefer
restored, well-maintained. Slight modiﬁcations
OK. “Don’t need to talk to my wife or banker to
do a deal”. Call me. BJ 952-941-2918 “Here’s
your opportunity to lay old BJ away”.

Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V8 Club of America
PO Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

