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Twin Cities Regional Group Information
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V8 Club of America and is sent to all current members
and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped
from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings Membership meetings of the
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of almost every month at a site
announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change of
time or site will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership Membership dues for the
TCRG are $25 per calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America
(the National Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin Cities Regional
Group.
Submitting Material Please send all materials for publication to Bill Gillies , 1736
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or Email wlgillies48@gmail.com. Rumble
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising Classified ads are free to
TCRG members, and will run for three
consecutive months. Display ads (business
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website TCRG can be visited online at
www.tcrgv8club.org

Twin Cities Regional Group 2021 Board of Directors

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Editor
Membership
Sunshine Lady
Archives
Media Director
Webmaster
Current Board Members

Mike Erickson
Kent Tabako
Gary Rosenberger
Roger Wothe
Bill Gillies
Gordy Ditmanson
Cathy Tabako
OPEN
Ron Long
Lynn Erickson
Joel Bergstrom
Ron Christensen
Tom Murray
Steve Seidel
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320-396-2473
763-755-7535
651-451-2937
952-473-3038
651-633–1564
651-646-8103
763-755-7535
651-714-2740
320-396-2473
651-631-0091
763-208-2244
651-699-1893
763-434-7848

GEEZER BREAKFAST
3rd Thursday of the Month

Happy Birthday
October 1

Dennis Carney

October 3

Ellen Reeves (Dahlin)

October 10

Donna Ditmanson

October 16

John Barnes

October 16

Charles Frick

October 31

Jim Rucci

Louisiana Café St. Paul
9 AM
Selby & Dale St. Paul

Looking Ahead- Membership
Meeting
Photos on cover and pages 4 & 5 were taken by Ron Long.

The October 6th meeting will be in room 101.
Enter the southwest door and it’s the 1st door
on your left. Masks still required. Thanks
Come to nominate someone or volunteer for a
position.

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church,
1660 West County Road B, Roseville, MN 55113‐
4073, (651) 631‐1510 Directions: From North or
South: I‐35W to Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit
Snelling South, turn right at first stop light
(County Road B) look for church on left. OR I‐
35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit Snelling
South, turn right at first stop light (County Road
B) look for church on left. Plenty of parking

President's Message For October
Well here it is the first day of fall already. I got off to a slow start this year with the fractured knee in December and the fractured ankle in May, same bone top and bottom but still managed to put on 2371 miles on
the ‘37 so far this year. There will be one more club opportunity to put on some miles. On Oct.13th and 14th,
we will be doing an over night club tour to Willmar and Granite Falls. See details in the Rumble Sheet.
I've put on 24,000 miles since I restored my 1937 Tudor slantback in 2014. People tell me, "Your going to wear that old '37 out", but that's why I restored it; to enjoy driving it. At the October meeting we will be
looking for new members to volunteer to be on the board with new ideas to keep the club moving forward. We
will also continue our transmission disassembly we started last month talking about the different parts and
how it works.
Mike
We need your help on moving forward with the club. Please E-mail or write your thoughts to a board member.
Some ideas,
Would changing the day or time of the meeting help to get more members to attend meetings?
More tech talks about restoring and maintaining old fords for the newer members?
More social gatherings going out to a restaurant during the day so older members don't have to drive at
night?
It was mentioned to maybe have the meetings during the day to attract those that don't drive after dark.
Any feed back would be welcomed from any & all. Members make the club.
Mike & Bill
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September’s 1, Meeting
The September Meeting was scheduled to be a basic demonstration of the Ford Transmission. Mike Erickson
brought one of his 1937, 60 horse power transmissions mounted on an engine stand. Mike rolled it out of his
trailer and into the Church parking lot. The transmission was unique in the fact that it had 85 HP gears and was
used only in commercial trucks. The bolt pattern for the 60HP has 4 bolts to hold the shift plate down while
this one had 6 bolts. The 85 HP car transmission has 9 bolts.
Mike had really done a fantastic job cleaning the transmission without taking it apart. I proceeded in explaining the different parts and their purpose in the transmission. We slowly disassembled the transmission going
over the parts as they were removed from the case.
As darkness fell flashlights were turned on to complete the disassembly. Bruce having assembled one transmission and read the book helped with the disassembly and explanations. The blockers would not come off the
synchronizer to show how it worked. ( Mike soaked them at home later and they came apart)
Mike had some copies of the transmission from the Green bible to show how it all fit together.
At the conclusion and darkness had fallen, we threw all the pieces in Mike’s trailer and wished him well putting it back together. While some members showed interest, I doubt anyone besides Mike will be working on a
transmission. ED.
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Wings and Wheels Sept.11, 2021

Leaving at the crack of dawn to be in Osceola
by 8AM to meet other V8ers to drive into the
show together. Erickson’s and Tabako's were
waiting when we pulled in. Next came Rosenberger’s and Long’s. Bruce & Mary, then
Dave & Ellen, followed by the Ditmanson’s.
Once all there we headed off to the show.
Timmerman’s and Steve Seidl. joined us
walking among the cars.
We enjoyed the airplanes, cars, food, and sun.
It was good sitting around talking, getting
caught up with everyone.
Ed
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Obit Or Ought To

Cliff Helling

I attended the Geezer breakfast on August 19th in New Hope. The Country Kitchen is next to the school district's central office where I spent 33 years working. It was really good to see my friends after over a
year. Catching up and good old car talk took up the time quickly. When I got home Bill Gillies called and
went through a problem he (and others) are struggling with. He would like to retire as editor along with other long serving board members, but there is no one who wants the jobs. Let's think about this: The majority of
our members (and the board) are pushing 80 or beyond. With our age comes different needs and capacities.
We still love the cars and the comaraderie but other things have changed. I’m down to one 34 and have driven it a little this last year. The reasons are: I have nowhere to go, afraid of breaking down, don’t want to drive
at night, live a long way from other members (Dayton), and concern about freeway driving. I don’t have the
energy to hold office, drive a long way to meetings or work much on an old V8. If I’m representative of most
members— the problem is obvious. I would rather make changes to salvage the good things possible instead
of drifting into extinction. Mary and I have discussed this often and we feel a major change is necessary. While in business it may be called a paradigm shift, in our club perhaps we could regard it as a change
in emphasis rather than direction. If our club is now a car / social club, maybe we would consider a social /
car club. This change in emphasis could change many things we do and our activities. For one thing I think
the women in the club would assume a greater role in planning and directing activities. Mary suggested we
may want to meet as a club three, four, or maybe five times a year in a motel (sought out for good rates and
easy access) for an afternoon, evening and overnight get together with lots of activities to satisfy our real purpose: to get together via the cars with people we like to have fun time.
That suggestion struck me as something I could look forward to whether I drove my car or not. Club business
could be accomplished and planning and discussion as well. It seems to me we have a choice here: Our needs
are not being met with the current structure so instead of writing our “obituary” over the next year or so we
“ought to” try some creative approaches to retain the things we have enjoyed in the past through the club.
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Meeting Minutes September 1, 2021
Location: St Michael Church
Eighteen members were present.
A. Treasurer – Roger W. - Roger was absent but reported we are in the black and we are looking
good.
B. Secretary – Gary R. – Prior minutes were approved, no changes.
C. Membership – Gordy D. – Gordy was absent, but reported we have 83 members. The national club
is in the process of updating their list of members against our local club list of members, remember you must
belong to both clubs. In the future when you pay your dues you will need to present your National Club
membership number.
D. Editor – Bill G. – Need articles for the newsletter. Please help Bill to make his job easier.
E. Upcoming Events
1. Wheels and Wings, Osceola, WI. September 11th. Easy to sign up, $10 fee. We will meet
in Osceola as a club at 8 am. See Rumble Sheet for details.
2. Gentlemen’s Breakfast, Original pancake House – Roseville. September 16th.
F. Old Business
1. Tour for fall is being worked on by Kent Tabako. He is looking at Oct 12 and 13 a Tue. and
Wed. to have an overnight tour to Granite Falls
to tour an Air Museum and the next day a stop in
Willmar to tour a Tractor Museum. Details to follow.
G. New Business
1. National Meets for 2022 – Eastern June 1-5, 2022, Franklin, TN
2. July 11-14, 2022 – Western Puget Sound, WA
3. Grand National Meet, Detroit MI, 2023 – See V-8 Times for details.
4. National election coming up. The National Club has a face book page and twitter. Soon the
V-8 Times will be available online for members only. You will have the option to stop receiving a hard copy
in the mail.
5. Next board meeting will be September 16th.
6. The meeting room at St Michaels Church for our October 6th meeting may not be available. Details to follow.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm. Respectfully submitted by
Gary Rosenberger

PARTS FOR SALE OR WANTED
221.0 CI Flathead. Spotlessly Cleaned, Taken Apart, Laid Out On A Board. It Needs A Home Before Rust Sets In. $656.00
Invested, $425.00 OBO. Bob McMullen 763-682-3772
‘51 Victoria Hard Top rebuilt engine project, with parts car $2500.00 OBO.
‘49 Coupe project, very solid, Extra parts, any motor or transmission. $2500..00 OBO
35-36 Cabriolet project, all parts to complete, $6500.00, OBO
Tom Donahue 612-799-8017 (last six cars went to Texas)
WANTED, Rear View Mirror mounts for 1933,34,35, 36 mirrors. These are the three piece mounts that were different for closed
cars, roadsters and phaetons, and cabriolets. thanks, Dave Braun, 651-707-4798 daveann444@cs.com
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World War II Story. From The Script, Dallas

. It seems that the German and British aircraft both used 87 octane gasoline in the first two years of the war.
While that was fairly satisfactory in the German Daimler-Benz V-12 engine, it was mar inal in the British RollsRoyce Merlin XX engine used in British aircraft. It fouled the spark plugs, caused valves to stick, and made frequent engine repair problems. Then came the WWII lend-lease program and American aircraft began to enter
British service in great numbers. If British engines hated 87 octane gasoline, the American General Motors built
Allison 1710 engines loathed and despised it. Something had to be done! Along came a French-American
named Eugene Houdry. Never heard of him? Small wonder, very few people have. Eugene Houdry, born in
France, resettled in the USA, and developed one of the earliest catalysts to convert crude oil into high octane
fuel. As a scientist for Sun Oil in their Southeast Texas Refinery, he invented the "Cracking Tower" that produced 100 octane aviation gasoline. This discovery led to great joy among our English cousins and great distress
among the Germans. A Spitfire fueled with 100 octane gasoline instead of 87 octane was 34 miles per hour faster at 10,000 feet. The need to replace engines went from every 500 hours of operation to every 1,000 hours
which reduced the cost of British aircraft by 300 Pounds Sterling. Even more, when used in 4 engine bombers.
Luftwaffe pilots couldn't believe they were facing the same planes they have successfully defeated over France a
few months earlier. British Spitfires that couldn't catch them a year ago started shooting their ME-109 E and G
models right out of the sky. The planes were the same – but the fuel wasn’t. Of course, the matter had to be kept
secret. If the Germans found out that it was a French Invention, they'd simply copy the original French patents.
If any of you have ever wondered what they were doing in that 3 story white brick building in front of the Sun
Oil Refinery on Old Highway 90 in Beaumont, TX that was it. They were re-inventing gasoline. The American
Allison engines improved remarkably with 100 Octane gasoline but did much better when 130 octane gasoline
came along in 1944. The 130 Octane also improved the Radial Engine Bombers we produced. The Germans and
Japanese never snapped to the fact that we had re-invented gasoline. Neither did our "Friends" the Russians.
100,000 Americans died in the skies over Europe. Lord only knows what that number would have been without
"Super-Gasoline". And it all was invented just a few miles west of Beaumont, and we never knew a thing about
it ised it. Something had to be done! Along came a French-American named Eugene Houdry. Never heard of
him? Small wonder, very few people have. Eugene Houdry, born in France, resettled in the USA, and developed
one of the earliest catalysts to convert crude oil into high octane fuel. As a scientist for Sun Oil in their Southeast Texas Refinery, he invented the "Cracking Tower" that produced 100 octane aviation gasoline. This discovery led to great joy among our English cousins and great distress among the Germans. A Spitfire fueled with
100 octane gasoline instead of 87 octane was 34 miles per hour faster at 10,000 feet. The need to replace engines went from every 500 hours of operation to every 1,000 hours which reduced the cost of British aircraft by
300 Pounds Sterling. Even more, when used in 4 engine bombers. Luftwaffe pilots couldn't believe they were
facing the same planes they have successfully defeated over France a few months earlier. British Spitfires that
couldn't catch them a year ago started shooting their ME-109 E and G models right out of the sky. The planes
were the same – but the fuel wasn’t. Of course, the matter had to be kept secret. If the Germans found out that it
was a French Invention, they'd simply copy the original French patents. If any of you have ever wondered what
they were doing in that 3 story white brick building in front of the Sun Oil Refinery on Old Highway 90 in
Beaumont, TX that was it. They were re-inventing gasoline. The American Allison engines improved remarkably with 100 Octane gasoline but did much better when 130 octane gasoline came along in 1944. The 130 Octane also improved the Radial Engine Bombers we produced. The Germans and Japanese never snapped to the
fact that we had re-invented gasoline. Neither did our "Friends" the Russians. 100,000 Americans died in the
skies over Europe. Lord only knows what that number would have been without "Super-Gasoline". And it all
was invented just a few miles west of Beaumont, and we never knew a thing about it
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Fall Tour And Overnight
Join us on Wednesday, October 13th & 14th for the TCRG 2021 overnight fall tour. Drive your Ford V-8,
six, four, or modern. The tour will go on rain or shine.
Wednesday's destination will be the Schwanke Car, Tractor, and Truck Museum in Willmar, Minnesota.
The museum is a sixty year collection of tractors, cars, trucks, gas engines, gas pumps, signs and more from
the 1920's and on up. (Admission $6/person).
Wednesday night we will stay at the Willmar Days Inn.
Thursday's destination will be the Fagen Fighters WWII Museum in Granite Falls, Minnesota, about 45
miles south of Willmar. The museum is home to a pristine collection of fully operational active aircraft and
vehicles from World War II. Also featured are fine art, bronze sculptures, and interactive multimedia displays. (Admission $10/person).
The tour will depart at 9:30 AM from the Prairieview Shopping Center, 958 Eden Prairie Center Drive.
(Hwy 494 Exit 11-C onto 212 West for ½ mile, exit right on Prairie Center Dr. to stop lights. Continue
straight ahead 500 ft., turn left into Prairie View Center. We’ll meet near Lunds-Beyerlys parking.)
We presently have nine rooms on hold at the Days Inn, Willmar, MN. You will need to call or text Kent
Tabako ASAP (612-750-9590) to reserve a room. We can add more rooms if we know early enough.
Also call if you need more information, and don’t be bashful! Leave a message if I don’t answer, I’ll get
back to you.
Rooms are $100 including tax, non-smoking, two beds, refrigerator, microwave, free hot breakfast.
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Board Meeting Minutes September 22, 2021

Location: Roger’s Classic Garage. In attendance were 7 board members, President Mike Erickson, Kent
Tabako, Gary Rosenberger, Roger Wothe, Steve Seidl, Tom Murray, Joel Bergstrom, Bill Gillies, and Ron
Christensen. At last breakfast we had 8 members. Meeting called to order at 10 am.
A. Treasurer – Roger W. We are in the black. All bills paid.
B. Secretary Report – Gary R. Prior minutes approved.
C. Membership - Gordy D. Gordy was absent but we have 82 members.
D. Editor – Bill G. Bill needs articles for our newsletter.
E. Upcoming Events
1. Oct 6, membership meeting at church 7:00 pm.
2. Fall Tour Oct 13-14, Granite Falls and Willmar. Details in Rumble Sheet.
3. Gentlemen’s Breakfast Oct 21, Louisiana Café.
F. Old Business
1. Membership drive is over, and we did not qualify.
2. Updated dues renewal letter in the works.
3. Mike E. purchased tire covers for our club trailer.
G. New Business
1. National Presidents meeting update – Club officers insurance policy is $140.00 for a year.
The board approved the purchase of the insurance to protect the officers.
2. V-8 Times will be available online soon. The future issue may be a little late as the printer is
having problems.
3. There will be 2 National Meets next year and the Grand National will be in 2023. More
zoom meetings for each month.
4. Some of our board members are going to retire in Dec. and we need replacements. There appears to be little interest within the club to fill those positions.
5. Mike E. asks for input for the future of the club. The future looks dim. A survey was suggested to see what the membership wants to do. The board has a few ideas, and the board will consider suggestions.
H. Other
1. Tom Murray volunteered to work on our January Banquet. The Cherokee Room has a new
name and Tom will put together a plan for the board’s consideration.
I. Oct 6, Membership Meeting
1. Transmission Repair Part 2
J. Next Board Meeting
1. Special meeting Friday Oct 22, at Roger’s Classic Garage at 10am. Meeting adjourned at
11:12 am.
Respectfully submitted by
Gary Rosenberger.
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Support our Advertisers!

Add
$2.50
to
Shipping

11

Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
P.O. Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420
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