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Twin Cities Regional Group Information
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V8 Club of America and is sent to all current members
and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped
from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings Membership meetings of the
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of almost every month at a site
announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change of
time or site will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership Membership dues for the
TCRG are $25 per calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America
(the National Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin Cities Regional
Group.
Submitting Material Please send all materials for publication to Bill Gillies , 1736
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or Email wlgillies48@gmail.com. Rumble
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising Classified ads are free to
TCRG members, and will run for three
consecutive months. Display ads (business
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website TCRG can be visited online at
www.tcrgv8club.org

Twin Cities Regional Group 2021 Board of Directors

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Editor
Membership
Sunshine Lady
Archives
Media Director
Webmaster
Current Board Members

Mike Erickson
Kent Tabako
Gary Rosenberger
Roger Wothe
Bill Gillies
Gordy Ditmanson
Cathy Tabako
OPEN
Ron Long
Lynn Erickson
Joel Bergstrom
Ron Christensen
Tom Murray
Steve Seidel
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320-396-2473
763-755-7535
651-451-2937
952-473-3038
651-633–1564
651-646-8103
763-755-7535
651-714-2740
320-396-2473
651-631-0091
612-805-3349
651-699-1893
763-434-7848

GEEZER BREAKFAST
3rd Thursday of the Month

Happy Birthday
November 2

Jean Shuck

November 10

Tom Murray

November 13

Jerry Felton

November 13

Kate Pautz

November 19

Paul Oman

November 23

Duane Adams

November 25

Jan Langenbach

November 30

Linda Nelson

Woodbury Café 9AM
Tamarack Drive
Woodbury, MN
Thanks to Ron L. for setting
it up.
Looking Ahead- Membership
Meeting

The October meeting was a continuation of the
Sept. meeting. The Sept meeting , Mike brought
a transmission which we disassembled.
The October meeting showed all the internal
parts pictured on the right ,of a transmission
laid out as they looked in the case.
Mike brought the parts he removed from his
transmission on the left.
The meeting was sparsely attended, but the
discussion and questions were good.
Ed.

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church,
1660 West County Road B, Roseville, MN 55113‐
4073, (651) 631‐1510 Directions: From North or
South: I‐35W to Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit
Snelling South, turn right at first stop light
(County Road B) look for church on left. OR I‐
35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit Snelling
South, turn right at first stop light (County Road
B) look for church on left. Plenty of parking

President's Message For November 20201
Three old Fords and bunch (5) modern cars started out in the rain for the Willmar overnight tour. Other than
the wind and rain, it was a nice day for a drive. First we toured the Schwanke Museum-lots of interesting old
tractors, cars and other items. Then we saw member, Francis Kalvoda's impressive car collection. He shared
many interesting cars and stories about the cars with us. The next morning was much nicer-no rain but the
wind was still blowing. We drove to Granite Falls to the Fagen Fighters WWll Museum. We were able to see
many pristine, fully operational active aircraft and vehicles. Thanks to Kent Tabako for setting the tour up.
Discussion is ongoing as to what to do about the club, meetings and new officers. It's not too late to submit
your name for a position on the board; the club needs your help and ideas for moving forward.
Dues renewal letters will be coming out in November. We will be collecting information about your National
club membership number and dues expiration date to keep our records up to date with the National club roster. These numbers are located on the address sheet with your V8 times. TCRG BY-LAWS ARTICLE Vl
Revenues-SECTION 4 states:
"National club membership: Membership in good standing in the National Club shall be a prerequisite to
membership in the TCRG."
Hope to see you at the next membership meeting on November 3 at the church and the geezer breakfast
November 18th at the Woodbury cafe.
Mike
3

Early Ford Flathead Ignition System

by Dave Braun, Member TCRG

10-4- 2021

The Ford flathead ignition system design is based on use of a voltage dropping ballast resistor to control
current to the spark coil. During warm up, the ballast and coil each change electrical resistance. The following may help members to appreciate what happens electrically during 6 volt ignition operation. It
will also provide insight for distributor circuit design when upgrading to 12 volts. The math used: Voltage = Amps times Resistance and Wattage = Voltage times Amps.
The resistance of metals rises with an increase in temperature. Cliff Helling built a distributor for my
’34 roadster engine. Coil resistance was found by checking the Voltage drop from the coil input to
ground at known current flow. At 70 F and 5.0 Amps to the coil, the coil Voltage was 3.42. Thus the
coil resistance was 3.42/5.0 or 0.684 Ohms. Repeating the measurements at engine operating temperature of 170 F, the coil resistance was found to be 0.81 Ohms or 18 % higher.
A much more dramatic resistance change happens in the ballast resistor. Two Ford mid 30s ballast resistors were tested at 70F and then at increasing amperage over time. This provided resistance data for the
warmup period of the engine. One ballast started at 0.356 Ohms and ended at 1.21 Ohms at a temperature of over 500F for an increase of 1.21/0.356 or 340%. The other started at 0.414 Ohms and ended at
1.53 Ohms at 662 degrees for a resistance increase of 369%. Two aftermarket ballast resistors were
purchased from Terry Kashmark at Little Dearborn and test data is shown below. Knowledge of the
electrical data allows calculation of the coil current, Voltage, and Wattage as shown below.
Starting the engine with original ballast #1: Volts = Amps times resistance so 6.0 Volts = Amps times
(0.356 + 0.682). Amps = 5.78 and coil Voltage = 5.78 (0.682) = 3.94 volts (good hot spark for starting
engine)
By similar calculations for 6.5 Volt running conditions: 6.5 = Amps (1.21 + 0.81) so, Amps = 3.47 and
coil Voltage = 3.47(0.81) = 2.61 Volts ( adequate but maybe not ideal for running the engine). These
results show that the distributor points and coil deliver a hotter spark for starting along with a reduced
spark for running.
By measuring activity of the contact points, the duty cycle of the Ford flathead distributor (percentage of
time current is flowing in the coil) was found to be 80%. This allows coil Wattage calculation after
warmup: Watts = 0.80 times Volts times Amps or Watts = 0.80x2.61x3.47 or 7.24 Watts. The early
flathead distributor was mounted front and center on the engine so it picks up heat from the engine in
addition to this fairly low coil Wattage.
For original ballast #2 the results were: Starting Amps = 5.47
Amps = 2.77 Coil Voltage = 2.25 Running Watts = 4.98

Coil Voltage = 3.73

Running

For aftermarket ballast #1 (resistance = 0.40 Ohms starting and 1.35 Ohms running): Starting Amps =
5.84, Coil Voltage = 3.98, Running Amps = 3.01, Coil Voltage = 2.44, Running Watts = 5.87.
For aftermarket ballast #2 (Ohms = 0.341 starting and 1.61 running): Starting Amps = 5.86
age = 4.01
Running Amps = 2.68 Coil Voltage = 2.1, Running Watts = 4.50.

Coil Volt-

It may not be widely known that the coil Voltage (and spark) once the engine is warmed up is so much
lower than starting spark but there is little doubt that the Ford engineers were aware of this and that they
designed the ballast resistor to provide coil longevity. The above data can be used to explore potential
designs for 12 Volt flathead ignition systems. If two Ford ballast resistors are connected in series to drop
the Voltage to the coil, the result will be: For starting, Amps = 12 divided by ( 0.356 + 0.414 + 0.682)
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= 8.6 Amps and Coil Voltage = 8.6 (0.682) = 5.86. For running, Amps = 13.5 divided by ( 1.21 + 1.53 +
0.81) = 3.80 Amps so Coil Voltage = 3.80 (0.81) = 3.078, Running Watts = 9.36.
Seems the short time that the high voltage for startup might be tolerable for the coil and the also the running
voltage above 3 volts is OK with the wattage at 9.36. One might speculate that an engine operating advantage would result from the higher coil Voltage while driving. Member comments are welcome as more
testing is planned, perhaps with involvement of Skip Haney.
Anecdotally, Cliff Helling converted his ’34 pickup (UTE) to 12 volts and wanted to find out what would
happen when using a single ballast resistor with a script coil and condenser. For startup: Amps = 11.56 Coil
Volts = 7.88 Watts = 72. After warmup:
Amps= 6.68 Coil Volts = 5.41 Watts = 28. The firewall
paint on the engine side was scorched from the red hot ballast resistor! However, Cliff said that the pickup
seemed to start and run better than ever before. Cliff attributed this to the hotter spark. It ran for a couple
weeks and then quit. Cliff took it apart and found out that the coil innards had melted. This is a lesson
learned, but this also tends to show a value in running the coil at a higher voltage. Running the warmed up
coil at between 3.0 and 3.5 Volts instead of in the 2 to 3 Volt range may be advantageous for MPG. Skip
Haney has also commented over the phone about this and he may be involved in the second phase of this
study to determine ideal coil operating Voltage. Stay tuned!

Willmar Overnight & Tour comments
I appreciated the members taking part in the tour despite the weather forecast.
One of the highlights of our tour was meeting up with local TCRG member Francis Kalvoda at the Shwanke
museum. After we toured the museum, Francis took us on a special tour to view his collection of Nash's,
Fords, Lincoln’s Mercury’s cars and a Mercury pickup truck. Most of the collection is unique or of special
interest in some way. It was very interesting as Francis talked about the history of the vehicles and how he acquired them.
Kent
The aviation museum was amazingly interesting. We only had time to see about half of it. We will need to go
back on our own. The hotel was a bit disappointing. The one bed was under the hanging rack so.it was a major
hazard. Also. They did not send our wake up call. They insisted they sent it, but it never went off. For that
price in a small town, you would expect more. The company in the group was great. We enjoyed it very much,
even though we couldn't come the first day. Thanks for organizing it.
Ron Christenson & Caroline Rosdahl
I should have driven one of my 64 or 85 Corvettes to join all the great collector cars in the parking lot as we
got ready to head out for dinner. Marilyn had brought so much food along for the trip and I felt bad when we
got to the final dinner stop. So we sat in my Van by the TCRG Fords in the restaurant parking lot and ate out
there. When we left and headed home we had to detour around a big tipped over truck on the road. Gravel
roads for a few miles. Wouldn’t be to good for TCRG old Fords.
Rocky.
P.S. thanks for joining
us on this wonderful Tour.
See you down the road.
Gary W.
A few facts from talking with the receptionist at the museum are that Ron Fagen & his son Evan (owners) are
the two main pilots of the museums aircraft, but one of the Fagen's corporate pilots may also fly them. Evan is
the only pilot qualified to fly all of them. Ron's favorite is the P-51 Mustang. The next plane soon to be acquired will be a Japanese Zero, which is currently flyable.
Ron Goette
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Schwanke Cat Tractor and Truck Museum
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Francis Kalvoda in his Mercury Museum

Fagen Fighters WW II museum
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It is hard to describe all the cars, planes,
tractors, and related objects that we encountered in the two days of this club trip.
After lunch in Willmar, we went to the
Schwanke Car Tractor and Truck
Museum. This is a 60 year collection of about
every thing automotive related you can
imagine from the 1920s on up. We were met by
long time TCRG member, Francis Kalvoda and
Willmar club member Bud Bloomquist. Francis
was personally involved with some of the collection.
From there we drove west to Kalvoda’s
pole barns to look at his collection. The first
building was his Mercury collection of cars
from 1947 and up including a Mercury pickup.
From there we went to his Lincoln building to
see more cars, and 2 Nash's . He spent time
telling about each car and how he obtained
them.
The next day after a leisurely breakfast we
went to the Fagen Fighters WW II Museum.
WOW! Every piece in the museum was either
flyable or drivable. The Utah Beach landing
sculpture battle scene was life size with sand
from Utah beach. The Holocaust boxcar is the
real thing. On one side it depicts captured Am.
Flyers under guard by Germans and on the other side shows Jews being loaded for
Auschwitz.
The museum is made up of three or more buildings, and one could spend all day there and not
see all of it.
It was after 2 PM before we started for home.
Mary and I got home in time for rush hour traffic which any more is all the time.
Over all it was a very good trip with so much to
see. Thanks Kent for setting it up. Thanks to
Francis and to Bud who accompanied us to
Fagens.
Ed
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Membership Meeting October 6,2021
Location: St Michael Church

Seventeen members were present.

Meeting start time: 7:03 pm

A. Treasurer – Roger W. – Roger - we are in the black and all bills are paid. Roger will pay the bill
for club officer’s insurance protection when bill arrives.
B. Secretary – Gary R. – Prior minutes were approved, no changes.
C. Membership – Gordy D. – Gordy was absent, but reported we have 83 members. Remember you
must belong to the National Club as well as our TCRG group. In the future when you pay your dues
you will need to present your National Club membership number.
D. Editor – Bill G. – Need articles for the newsletter. Please help Bill to make his job easier.
E. Upcoming Events
1. Gentlemen’s Breakfast
- To be determined – Oct 21, 2021, at 9 am.
2. Our board meeting will be held Oct 22, 2021, at 10 am, at Roger’s Classic Garage in St
Park
3. Car overnight tour to Willmar, Oct 13-14, has 9 cars going.
F. Old Business
1. The membership drive found Dallas winning with 15 new members. Our club had 3 new
members.
2. Our club had 9 cars attend the Osceola, WI car show on 9-11-2021.
G. New Business
1. National Meets for 2022 – Eastern June 1-5, 2022, Franklin, TN
2. July 11-14, 2022 – Western Puget Sound, WA
3. Grand National Meet, Detroit MI, 2023 – See V-8 Times for details.
4. National election coming up. The National Club has a face book page and twitter. Soon the
V-8 Times will be available online for members only. You will have the option to stop receiving a
hard copy in the mail.
5. Next board meeting will be September 16th.
6. The meeting room at St Michaels Church for our October 6th meeting may not be available.
Details to follow.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Gary Rosenberger

2021 Hershey Week Or finding parts for others is easy
Mary and I head out to Pennsylvania the weekend before. We now take it easy and make the drive a 3 day
event on the way out. So, the first day is a stop at Wisconsin Dells. Not to ride the Ducks, but to allow the
‘Queen of the Silver Dollar’ a chance to satisfy her gambling compulsion at Ho Chunk Casino. The next
morning we woke up to a Ford Performance Show going on. Seems every year for the past 18 there has been
a ‘Crusin for a Cure’ event at the Dells. Any Ford product can get in and if it wasn’t that we needed to be in
Maumee Ohio for the night, we would have stayed and entered the Ranger.
We headed east and just 18 miles from the Indiana border we stopped—for two and a half hours. Seems no
one knows how to drive anymore and they think that seatbelts, airbags and ABS will save them. We never
did find out why we ‘parked on the toll way’ but our arrival in Maumee went from 6 pm to 8:30 pm (really
9:30 pm eastern).
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Bruce Continued From Previous Page
We arrived in Hershey around 2:30 pm on Sunday. We have lost our motel from the previous 38 years and we’re now
staying closer to the fields at a higher price. We got checked in and moved in and went to Wal-Mart to purchase last
minute supplies. We even drove past the fields and saw that Hershey Park was very busy. Hershey Park is Hershey
Chocolates amusement park with 70 rides to experience. One half of the Chocolate field was filled with cars.
Monday is our tourist day, so we visit the antique shops and of course Chocolate World. We stop at a place called
Pumpkin World to get decorations for the booth’s tables. And the ‘Queen of the Silver Dollar’ had to check out Hollywood Casino.
Tuesday is set-up day and it has fast become the day to find the bargains. We were on the Chocolate field by 9 am
and worked with the Carpenter staff to unload their NOS parts and set up tables. We then headed out to check out
some Ford vendors. To save time you spend $5 to get a program and check out where the Ford parts are. Found a
couple of items that will help work on the pickup and even a collectible or two. Before we left for the day we hopped
in the Ranger and covered some ground by car. This is the only day that you can get away with this, so it is fun to
‘search from the seat’.
Wednesday is supposed to be the first ‘official’ day and it starts with the National Anthem. We opened up the Early
Ford V-8 Club booth and waited for people to come by. Traffic was light and there were empty spaces, just like 2019.
That is interesting since renewal for the next year is usually invoiced in December. So, the spaces are paid for, just
not used. I purchased some new headlight lenses and retainers from the Carpenter spot. The next shift of volunteers
showed up so off we went looking for parts. We walked up and down the rows and got our exercise.
The weather Wednesday through Friday was great, t-shirts and shorts. There were clouds mostly and a little sun on
Friday. We covered all the fields by Friday and put over 28 miles on the body by Saturday.
Yes and what we didn’t find for ourselves, we were lucky to find for others. As you have read here, Mike Erickson is
in the process of bringing back to life a 1937 Ford pickup. It has the ‘thrifty sixty’ under the hood, but Mike has had a
hard time finding water pumps and the front engine plate. I have helped him by selling him the water pump rebuild
kits, but he still needs water pumps. Well, on Friday, we were walking down a row and on a wood table was this box
and it sure looked like it had new 60 hp water pumps in it. I looked it over and sure enough they were, so I grabbed
the cell phone and gave Mike a call. I explained to him what I found and before I could tell him the price he said buy
‘em. I told him I would and mentioned that I would try and get a better price. Well, the seller was no rookie and once
I asked if it was his best price, he responded with “You know what they are worth”, so I bought them at the price he
was asking. Three water pumps, even 60 hp ones are heavy and so we headed back to the car and I started thinking
that maybe Michael Driskell may have a front engine panel so, I stopped at his booth to ask. Well, Michael had been
hunting and bought out a whole spot of parts and said that he bought a front engine panel earlier in the week. All he
had to do was find it. After about 10 minutes of rummaging around in his trailer he found it, and I bought it.
We packed up on Saturday, had a good meal and left early Sunday morning. We got to Mishawaka Indiana around
4:30 pm, in time to see the finish of the NASCAR race.
Monday morning is interesting since after about 40 minutes of driving, you get an hour back. We made it through
Chicago by 10:30 am and then encountered the rain once in Wisconsin. By Madison it had stopped and after a gas
stop we were home at 2:45 pm. The leaves had started to fall, the grass needs to be cut and the vegetables needed to
be picked. After 2386 miles we unloaded and started the wash. This was my 38th year and the Early Ford V-8 Club’s
25th year at Hershey. Next year there will be changes. The week starts on Monday and ends on Friday instead of the
usual Tuesday through Saturday. We found out why, seems Hershey wants the amusement
park to be open on weekends.
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Support our Advertisers!
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Shipping
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Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
P.O. Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

Ladies
corner
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