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Twin Cities Regional Group Information
The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V8 Club of America and is sent to all current members
and advertisers. TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, including all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped
from 1932 through 1953.
Club Address
P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN 55420

Meetings Membership meetings of the
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of almost every month at a site
announced in the Rumble Sheet. Change of
time or site will also be announced in the
Rumble Sheet.
Membership Membership dues for the
TCRG are $25 per calendar year. Membership in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America
(the National Club) is a membership requirement of the Twin Cities Regional
Group.
Submitting Material Please send all materials for publication to Bill Gillies , 1736
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or Email wlgillies48@gmail.com. Rumble
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the
month. E-mail body content (not attachment) is preferred.
Advertising Classified ads are free to
TCRG members, and will run for three
consecutive months. Display ads (business
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of
$30. Check under ad for last appearance.
Website TCRG can be visited online at
www.tcrgv8club.org

Twin Cities Regional Group 2019 Board of Directors

President
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Editor
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Mike Erickson
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Roger Wothe
Bill Gillies
Gordy Ditmanson
Cathy Tabako
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Ron Long
Lynn Erickson
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320-396-2473
763-755-7535
651-451-2937
952-473-3038
651-633–1564
651-646-8103
763-755-7535
651-714-2740
320-396-2473
651-631-0091
763-208-2244
651-699-1893
763-434-7848

GEEZER BREAKFAST
3rd Thursday of the Month

Happy Birthday
May 26
June 10

John Lindstrom
Gary Weyrauch

June 21

Barb Collins(Kelly)

June 24

Roger Wothe

June 30
July Birthdays
July 2

Gisela Sorvig

July 5

Cathy Tabako

July 10

Mary Barnes

July 13

Robert McMullen

July 16

Chester Reitan

July 18

Judy McMullen

July 20

Craig Nelson

Julie Maxa

Looking Ahead- Membership
Meeting

Unknown

President's Message For June
A few months back, my spring and summer calendar was pretty booked. With all the cancellations and
more coming every week, (like Pie Day in Braham) my calendar is pretty empty. One thing that hasn't been
affected was the baking of the first homemade rhubarb pie with rhubarb from my garden. MMMM!
So, I am finding time to do those "I'll do it tomorrow or save for a rainy day" jobs that I have been putting
off for years. Besides those jobs, I got my food plots (to fatten up the deer) and garden planted. I replaced
the gas tank on the '37. I also had a good learning experience -- when you drop the 6-32 screw 1/4 inch
long that holds the back of the gas gauge on the dash and it doesn't fall to the floor, don't get busy with
something else and forget about it. If you do, the black/green wire that goes from the oil pressure gauge
to the resistor, the black/red wire that goes from the ignition switch to the resistor and the yellow/black
wire that goes from the ignition switch to the power connection. When you turn on the ignition switch to
start car they get very hot, smoke a lot, and you get to replace them. The little screw had fallen between
the back of the oil pressure gauge and the gas gauge and leaned against the bar that goes between the
two gauges causing a short. Anyway, new wires were installed and now everything is running fine. I plan
on getting out on the road for a drive this week.
As a club, we will continue to respect the governor's restrictions. As they are lifted in phases, we will possibly consider a day tour. So be ready to pack a picnic lunch and we can do social distancing while still enjoying our old cars. This may be the only thing we can do this year.
If anyone wants to place an order for club shirts/jackets, the shop is open and doing business. Just send
me the order form and check so I can order it for you.
Mike
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Coronavirus 2020 Outing
We are planning a short impromptu test run with our old cars. If you are up to it we will meet
Wednesday June 10th at 10:30 am in the Mills Fleet Farm parking lot in Oakdale. It is located
on the corner of I-694 and Hy 36. We will leave at 10:45 and drive east toward Stillwater and
drive over the new bridge and into the country side. We will take a short ride for an hour and
then drive into Hudson Wisconsin and stop at Birkmose Park for a short visit and lunch. We
encourage you to bring your own bag lunch and drinks. No sharing will take place. Bring your
own lawn chairs and we will stay 6 feet apart and visit for a short time. Don’t forget masks,
hand sanitizer, rubber gloves and any other safety equipment you may have. We will not have
any contact with each other and no camp songs will be sung. After our visit we can head for
home and delouse. We hope to see you there.
Gary Rosenberger
( Mary Gillies idea).
Editors note; No pony tails nor man buns wear a hat if you must. Above all a mask with a cup attached to
catch the drool when talking and looking at the cars.

More From The Editor
There will not be a July Rumble Sheet. I proposed this to the board members, with no response and hearing no objections the decision was made.
Once again Old Cars Weekly awarded the Rumble Sheet the Honorable Mention Golden Quill
Award for 2019.
John Lindstrom name was not on the birthday list and was missed on May 26, belated wishes.

On a sad note in the Star Tribune 05-24 Obituary Listed Long time member Richard Olson. Number 172 who
joined in 1978. Our condolences to the family.

As soon as you find a product that you really like, they will stop making it OR the store will stop selling it!
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Bob Parmelee tells about his Truck he restored
1935 Ford ½ ton pickup
Bill Gillies asked me to write something about the 1935 pickup truck I restored and recently sold to Ian
Hardgrove. The truck is back in Minnesota!
The 1935 Ford pickup truck was purchased in 1985 and completed in 2010!
The only longer restoration I can think of is Gary Weyrauch’s 1937 hearse!
It was a cold (November 1985) evening in Minnesota when a group of the TCRG car club members and
others made a trip to the west side of Minneapolis to look at a 1935 Ford pickup that was for sale. I don’t
remember exactly who all was there, but there must have been at least 6 of us. Cliff Helling had told us
about the truck and that it was for sale.
Cliff and Duane Tonsager had restored the truck for someone about 6-8 years prior to our visit. Seems the
owner never drove it and it sat in his garage for all those years. Everyone knows what happens when an old
vehicle sits for years and not driven!
After looking over the truck I had decided to purchase the non-running truck. In addition to the ’35 there
was a 1950 Ford pickup in the rear of the lot that had to be moved, no title, free for the taking. The property
had to be cleared of the 2 vehicles. So that evening I brought both vehicles to St. Anthony Village, where I
lived. I do remember that it took some effort to get the F-1 out, since it had been sitting for some time outside and had sunk into the earth.
Both trucks had to be towed, since neither was in running condition. All I remember about that evenings
towing is that I was in the driver’s seat of the ’35 trying to steer the truck on the highway and holding on
for dear life. I think my friend Jerry Cook was in the passenger seat with me. Very memorable evening. I
don’t know who towed the F1. Maybe someone in the club remembers that evening and can provide additional information.
When arriving back to St. Anthony, the ‘35 went into the garage, while the ’50 was parked between my 2
garages. The photo shows me posing with the truck.
Interesting enough, I tried to run down the owner so I could get a title for the F1. It took some time, but finally found out that the truck had a lien on it from a local bank. I contacted the bank asking how I could
purchase it and they would not sell it to me. Why I don’t know because they sent out a tow truck and removed it from my property. I think they made a bad deal, but then again maybe it was a good deal for me. I
had enough projects!
One photo shows the rear of the ’35 truck in the garage, with a Mullins trailer on the bed.
The restoration was to begin after I finished the 1947 Mercury street rod, but other stuff got in the way.
(Finishing the 1947 Merc street rod, a 1966 Mustang Fastback and a 1948 Ford coupe)
Restoration was started in Minnesota. The photos show the cab being taken to the sandblaster on Sept. 20,
1990.
Continued Next page
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Bob’s Truck Restoration Continued

The Cab, front fenders, hood were sandblasted before the move to Texas.
I want to give a shout out to Kent Tabako for helping me put the pieces together for towing it to Texas. It was
trailered, unfinished, to Texas.
The engine was frozen and could not be broken! It was replaced by an engine from Bill Gillies’s 1948 Ford 2
door. I had borrowed the 2-door sedan for a “Back To The 50, s “event and knew it was a strong running engine.
The left side of the cab picture was taken in Aug. 1990 and the cab went to the sandblaster in September
1990. At that time, I did not know that I would be moving to Texas.
Between 1990 and 1996 work was done in Minnesota. It would not be worked on again until April 2010 in
Texas.
The truck was originally going to be 2 tone blue with burgundy wheels however after the move to Texas it
changed. Judy bought me a Texas T-shirt that depicted a 1935 Ford truck with the resulting color scheme.
I liked it, so decided to paint the truck with the Texas flag scheme. It turned out to be a painting experience I
will not do again!
I am happy that the Texas truck is back in Minnesota where it will be appreciated.
Bob Parmelee
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Alternative for shifting thee Columbia
Back in BJ’s day, I was installing a Columbia in the Mercury Coupe. BJ told me of this, (pictured unit), that
might replace the solenoids. The name on the end is Pollak. It was used on pickups that had two gas tanks. It
was used on Fords, Chevys, and Dodges. The item on the right, in the picture, is a switch for dual gas tanks
that I made a bracket for and hung under the dash. Two of the five wires are used and they control the two solenoids.
Vacuum from the engine goes into the big tube on top and two of the four tubes on the bottom go to the
Columbia.
What brought this to mind was Bob Parmelee had purchased a pollak from Columbia Two Speed Parts, LLC,
and was going to use it on his coupe. I went out to my back garage and dug out the one you see pictured here.
I was never happy with the way it worked for me nor the Columbia and just stuck with 354 gears in the rear
end. With a Chevy engine in the coupe I thought I’d be safer with one less worry.

8N
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Joel bergstrom’s 1953 Ford Pickup
In the fall of 1953, I started working at the Ford garage after school and on Saturdays. By the following summer, they had sold a number of new Ford pickups and I thought some day I’d like to have one. Fast forward
to 1983. I found an ad for a 1953 Ford pickup for sale out in St James Minn. I drove out to take a look and
decided it was too rough. The engine was apart and when the owner saw its condition he gave up on the
truck. The body was also in
bad shape. In that it was a
farm truck, it didn’t have
much rust but it sure was
banged up especially the box
and the rear fenders. After I
got home, I thought about it
some more and within a
week the seller called and
dropped the price so I bought
it. At the time I was driving
a Pinto wagon so I got a
bumper hitch and I towed the
pickup home. Quite a view
in the Pinto’s rearview mirror. Coming up out of the
river valley by St Peter, I
was down to second gear to
make it up the hill. By the
time I got to the Mendota
bridge it was snowing and by
the time I got home I had to
leave the truck parked in the
street for a few days. I contacted Mike Bennett in
Paynesville MN and he said
he would be interested in working on it. It turned out to be one of his first restorations and he’s still doing it.
He took a look at it and said you better start looking for parts. As luck would have it, I answered a parting out
ad in St Paul and bought a nice box, new tailgate, and a radio. I bought two new rear fenders from Boyer
Ford and two used running boards from Little Dear Born. I also bought an engine out of a ’50 Ford car. My
friend and I went to Shakopee one Sat. morning, drove the car and then took the engine out right on the spot.
Now I was on my way. Mike did the body work and painted the red body parts and I painted the black parts
and did the rest. I finally got it on the road in 1998 and in the summer of 1999, a friend of mine and I did the
little car show in the St Peter fairgrounds. While we were there, a photographer asked if he could take a picture of the truck and he said he would send me an 8 X 10. He also said he would send the picture to a calendar publisher and if it made the calendar, I would get a calendar. As luck would have it, our pickup was on
the front cover of the 2000 Pickup Truck Calendar. Needless to say, we bought many calendars and gave
them away. It’s been a great ride especially after we joined the Early Ford V8 Club in 2006.
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For Sale

For Sale
‘49 Ford Coupe’ project
‘47 Ford Coupe’ project
WANTED
35-36 Ford Coupe’ trunk lid
Best offer
Tom Donahue 612-799-8017

1948 Ford Super Deluxe
Coupe
SOLD
All matching
numbers
$17,500.00
Bob Parmelee

FOR Sale: 1933
Ford Commercial
Grill. Good condition. $500.00 , Steve
612 207-3200.
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Support our Advertisers!

Add
$2.50
to
Shipping
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Twin Cities Regional Group
Early Ford V-8 Club of America
P.O. Box 20236
Minneapolis, MN 55420

Ladies
corner
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